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INTRODUCTION. 
” 

U „ the mf} conſiderable Cities of Greece 
ny i# and tali there were anciently Perſons » 
& I i l Antiquaries, whoſe Office it was 
a * fo he u Stranger. the Curieftties of the 
place,, and 10 explain antique Iaſcrip- 
trons , and every thing elſe of that hind of Eruaition. 
Thi? Inſtitution was no leſs nſeful than bonourabl; the 
moſt knowing and learned of the Senate being gene- 
rally pitched upon % exerciſe this Function, 4s 4 
kind of publick Mafters of the Ceremenies, They had 
fixed Salaries, and did the Honours of their reſpeckive 
Cities with ſo much grace and ſucceſi, as % give 
the higheſt Sati faction to the curious Stranger, who 
returned bome with a great opinion of the pulitineſs 
and learning of the Places he had viſitea, Pauſznias 
calls theſe Artiquaries Conductors, Explainers. or 
Fxplainers of the Cwiolities of their Country. 
Ie Sicilians called them Miſtagogues. 

In later times this Office has very much degenes 
rated, aud taken another turn, In ſet eral Cities of 
Italy at thi: day Travellers of note are waited upon 
the part of the Senate , and have Wine and other 
Refre:hments ſent to their Lodgings. In the Ems 
pire , at the Palatine, and other Comris , they are 
carried to the Cellars te drin at the great Int; 


= and as Hamburgh, te the publick Vamlr, to be "ireate 


ed with old Hack very liberally , in the Company © 

#he Magiſtrate, x | 
At Rome however there are fiill ſome remains of 
thi; ancient Cuſtome, in a lind of Guides, called 
Cicero's. Their Buſineſs is to condudt Stranger: 
about the City, and to ſbew them the moſt remarkable 
Structures ancient and modern. I hey are generally ige 
- n noran? 
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worant Men, and bave no Appointment from te State, | 
There are the ſame kind of People at Paris, Ant- 
werp, Bruſſels, &c. They are Retainer to the Inn, 


Wait the coming in of Stage = Coaches, and offer vheir 
ſervice to Strangers. 


But the judicions Traveller is far from truſting to 


this ſort of Guides. Before be ſets out, he informs 


himſelf by Reading and Converſation; and carries with 


Lim the beſt wrote Books wp 28 the places he intends to 
viſit, At bis leiſure he amuſes himſelf With comparing 
ſuch accounts, or deſcriptions, with the originals xpox 
#he Sport. 

The waſt variety of new Oedt: he meets with al- 
moſt every where , are like the Heathen Idols; they 
have Mouths , but ſpeak not. The fineſt Pictures, 
the moſt exquiſite Statuen, the moſt magnificent Buil- 
ding, cannot inform bim; who made them; and wherein 
their peculiar Exceilencies conſiſi. This is to be bad 
only from ſuch as bave examined them with Fudg- 
ment , and taken the pains to deſcribe them accurate- 


ly 


in #be following Sheets, want many of the Curieſities 
and antique Monuments, which have ſo much recem- 
mended the Works of modern Writers, and are ſo cap- 
able of embell:iching and enriching Narratives, Ampbi- 
theaii%es  Triumphal Arches, Obeliihs, Colams, Baths, 
Grottos, Catacombs, c. are unknown in theſe , as 
well as in the other modern Cities of the World, Mag- 
wificent Churches, ſplendid Altars, and pompous Pro- 
ceſfions , which in Roman Catholick Countries engage 
the Curtiofity of Travellers, and a ford great matter 
of Deſcription , are not the ſubjects of a pen employed 
in deſcribing Proteſtant Cities. 
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Notwithſtanding all theſe Disadvantages , I wil ven- 
ture to ſay, that the Hague, with the ſmall Province 
it lies in, and the other {owns and Cities of Holland, 
exhibit a more wonderful Scene is a Perſos of reflec- 
tion, than Rome herſelf in her ſacred Pageantry, and 
the Magnificenee of her antique Ruins 

In them he ſees a wonderful Neatueſs and noble Sims 
plicity in all things; which pleaſe him more than thoſe 
Objeds, that ſeem intended ſolely to flirike and amaze 
him, Here Works of rea! uſe and emolument 10 the 
Publick abound; there Works of Laxury and Fancy, 
The Citizens of Holland ſee their Money laid out by 


= tbe Magiſtrate on every thing that can render their 


Lives agreeable bappy ; the Citizens both of old and 
new Rome are crush'd under a load of laxations to 
aggrandize a few and enable them to ley ſtill heavier 
Leads upon them. Inflead of Fefe and Cir- 
cus's 5 for che cruel ſport of deſtreying the human ſpe» 
cies; in the Dutch Dykes and Siuices are ſeen flupen- 
dious Horks of nu leſs Art and Erandeur, for the ſafes 
iy and preſervation of the People. This ſpot exhibits 


A great exemplos of Ingenuity , Application , and Vir- 
tue the ether, a Race ſunk in Sloth, Voluptuouneſs, 


* Effeminacy , and poverty. 


E " 
r 2 - 
* r . 


If we carry our Views farther , and conſider the Ro- 


; man a Belgick Commenwealths , we preceive the 
latter making greater advances towards the eſtablit- 
ment of ber Opulence and Grandeur in few Tears, thax 


tbe other was able to de in ſeveral Ages, A whole Na- 


© :ion ſeems (10 zſe the Expreſſion, ) to be born at 
= once, and a beantiful well cultivated Kegion ( like the 


1 Cr cation in the Phoenician Sytem) riſing out of the 
7 Boſom of the Deep. The wiſeſt Naiious of Europe 


#4 fland 


| 
| 
| 
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fland amazed at the new Scene, apil can find no 
Parallel in the Annals of the World, ancient or mo- 
dern. An bandfal of eppreſjed, unhappy Men make 
bead againſt ſoar mighty Tyramts , of ubom each has 
ſucceſſively made not only Nations , but all Europe 
tremble ; and after obtaining glorionws Vidtories over 
them, at length eſtablich their Rights and Liberties, 
aud tranimit thoſe ineſtimable Bleſſings to their Po- 
fterity, One cannot ran over their amaZing , but 
ſhore Hiſtory , without conceiving a great Veneration 
for the Nobility of this Commtry , that flood up in 
Defence of the People's Rights ; and eſpecially ſor the 
illuflrious Princes of Naſſau Orange, who by their 
Hiidom and Fahr animated both the Nobility and 
People, and fennded a glorious Commun wealth , from 
which all they defired was , that ihem ſelves, and 
ther Peſteriiy might be conſidered as its Friends and 


 Defender1. 


The Reader will find theſe, and ſubjefts of this 
lind, eccafienally interſperſed in the following Nar- 
ration. Mere Deſcription ef Pallaces and Buildings 
are too dry and unaffedting, when mot attended with 
important Circumſtances , and Hiſtorical Facts relat- 
ing to them: to louk on and gate only , is too nar- 


row an Employment for and intelligent Being; 10 


reflect aden, and improve from the object, that occur, 
Ss the proper Exerciſe of the rational Mina. 


The Subject of the following Sheets abounds with 
Amuſement, Delight , and Inſtruction, and deſerved 
a better Pex than his who has attempted it; and is 
i mone of bis Taali that it had not one, As there is 
#0 particular deſcription of the Hague, that be knew 
of, tho the place is famons iroug bout the Norld, 
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% e has often acſired ingenious Natives te oblige the 

| Publick with aw Account of it; but they have alwais 
| excuſed themſelves , and referred Eat Work 4% um. 
bar Their generall Reaſon for it was, that a) be waz net 
Pe. Hf of the Country, he would write of Perſons , Cuſlom's 


SX 
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VI axdother things, with more impartiality , and a ſtric- 
„ter regard to bruth , than their particular Aitach 
8 * ment: , national Prejudices, and other Biaſſes would 
on * well admit; and indeed, than they cared 1% do, in 
7... 4 Country, which notwithſtanding its boaſted Liber» 
the ty, has inſtanced its being highly ſenſible in point of 
: = Honour. | 
50 1 In this manner the Author was engaged in the 
a Mot; and be has only 1% add in his own Excuſe, 
1 aud for the Reader's Sati, faction, that he bas reſided 


1 4 at the Hague, and in the Provmces, almoſt from 
hi; Infancy , and that thts Volume is the growth of 
* ſeveral Years , and much Objervattin. He has never 


his received any particular Favours, or cauſes of Di:zguſt, 
ar- From the People, of Whom he writes; and all his De- 
„ RX ſcriptions are made on the Spot : Aud therefore he 
ith * concieves ibe few ſuperficial things, ſaid tranſiently 
ate 1 by Voyage - riters 5 OW the Hague and the reſi of 
i" => Holland, bend not bi der the Bult of the preſent 
70 Kelation from being conjidered , as @ new and ori- 
ar, * ginal Work , which indeed it ii. On the Gove: x- : 
| f ment of the RepMlict, be would willingly bade ve- 
ith ferred the Reader to Grotius » Bynkershoeck, Sir 
ea William Temple, a4 Basnage ; bat tat be could 
11 Ci not do intirely, witheut leaving conſiderable Chaſms 
is ; in bis Narration ; it may bowever not be amiſs to 
Jay bere, that the Ipſiſſima Reipublicæ fundamenca 
15 * re te be found in the two firſt of thoſe eminent Wri- 
4% tei. C 0 A 
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As is bighly concerns the Brittigh Nen to be per- 
feftly well acquainted with tbe Diſpaſitius, Maxims , 
and Strength of jo conſiderable a State and Ally as 
tbe Lnited Provinces ; the Author, beſides proper 
Informations from Perſons in Office, and others, has 
gone himſelf to the Station of the Nary , and to the 
Fortreſſes and Barrier Towns , in order 0 be capable 
of ſpeaking with the greater certainty upon the 
preſent State of the Strength of the Republick, 

Nor has there been leſt Attention beſtowed on the 
preſent State of ber Commerce, and particular ly that 
part of it, carried on between the Provinces «nd 
Great Brittain. The particulars ſpecified under thas 
head, were collected in the Poris themſelves, and 
from thoſe who had a principal Share in the trade 
ow both Sides, I might on this Article have taken 
occaſion to enter inte a long Detail, but that was wot 
conſiſtent with the principal Subject of theſe Sheets, 

The Anecdotes relating to Ambaſſadours and other 
Miniflers; to Men of Letters, and the preſent State 
of the Arts and Sciences in that Seat of Politick's 


and Learning, the Hague, will not, it is hoped, 


be dizagreeable to the ingenious Reader 

To conclude, the Author's chief Intention bai been 
to be exact and full; and he hai taken into his Plan, 
as far as the Limits of ſo ſmall a Volume would ad- 
mit, every thing that he conceived proper to diver- 
ſify aud enrich his Subject. | 4 | 
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CHAP 4 
Toy HaGve deſcribed. 


> HE Hague is juſtly eſteemed one 
of the fineſt Towns in Europe. 
Thoſe who have either ſeen, or 
\\& WE Thoſwho! wrote of it, ſeem 
DD at a Lofs for Words to exprels 
their Admiration. An ingenious 
oj — Fellow of the Royal Society, 
ſpeaking of chis Place, when it was nothing to 
what it is now , expreſſes himſelf thus: 
And now let us enter the Hague, the de- 
** licateſt Borough in the whole World, as 
* all thoſe who have ſeen any Thing abro- 
8 ad willingly mann A place, which, * 
the 


Preſeint State of the United Provinces of the Low Coun- 
fries, By . A. F. R. S. London, 1669. 
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« the Breadth of the Streets, the Nobleneſs of 
its Buildings, the Beauty of its Canals, the 
« pleaſant Shade of its Trees, and the Civili- 
« ty of its Inhabitants, may juſtly claim the 
« Title ofthe moſt pleaſant Seat in the World, 


« and make all Men envy the Happineſs of | 


* thoſe that live in it. 


This beautiful Place lies in the Centre of a 7 
great Number of fine Cities and Villages, with 
which it has an eaſy Communication by Canals, | 


on the Sides of which a' thouſand agreable Ob- 
jects perpetually riſe up, that make the Jour- 
nies on them ſeem too ſhort. For wherever 
the Paſſenger turns his Eyes, he ſees either 
beautiful Country- Houſes, magnificent Gar- 
dens, fine Meadows, or charming villages. 
The Hague ſtands on a dry Soil, ſomewhat 
higher than te reſt of the Country. But that Ele- 
vation is not ſo conſiderable as to occaſion any 
ſenſible Chan 
Incovenience to the Paſſage Boats, which ſail 
to and from the Hague with equal Facility. 
The Inhabitunis breath a better Air than thoſe 
of the other Cities; and have more agreeable 


Scenes without the /Town fort Health and Re- | 


creation. On the South is a large Extent of 
fine Meadows, andthe City of Delft; on the Eaſt 
is the principal Canal; on the North a pleaſant 
Wood; and on the Weſt the Walk to Scheve- 
ling and the Sea. And indeed, go which Way 
one will, one always finds delightful Paths, or 
Walks paved with Bricks, and 1haded with is: 

| Fr” Velar 


ge in the Courſe of the Waters, or 
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of veral Rows of Trees; ſo that the Neigbour- 
he hood of the Hague exhibits, on all Sides of it, 


li- whatever can form a fine Landſcape. 
he  ItliesinLat.51, 15. about one Degree North 
d, of / ondon; ſo that it can neither be exceſſively 


of cold in the Winter, nor hot in the Summer. The 

Winters here are however ſomewhat longer 
fa and colder than wich us; becauſe the Wind from 
ich" the Eaſtward comes to them over an excee- 
dingly dry Continent of 5 or 6000 Millis from 
China and Zapan ; but are moiſtened by the Va- 


ur- © pours, or ſoftened by the Warmth, occaſioned 
ver by the · Motion of the Sea, before they reach 
her us. And on the other hand, our Summers are 
ar- commonly cooler, in Effect of the refreſhing 
ö. Breezes from the Ocean, which in a Manner 
hat fan the Inhabitants of our happy Iſland. 

de- The Hague is callet in Latin Haga Comitis, 
my in French La Haye, and in Dutch s' Gravenha- 
, Or ge, that is, the Earl's Grove or Wood; alluding 
ſail WW to a Wood that formerly grew here, where the 
. Earls or Counts of Zollandhad aCountry- Houſe, 
ofſe The Hague is little mentioned till about the 
ble ear 1250, when William II. Count of Hol- 


land, and king of the Romans , removed his 
Court thither from Graveſant, a Village twelve 
Miles diſtant. From that Time it has always been 
the Seat of the Government, and ſince the 
Commencement of the Republick in 1579, ic 
may be reckoned the Capital of the Seven Pro- 
vinces; tho' indeed it is called only a Village, 
becauſe it is not as wa ſends no Deputies 
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to the States. It is however a better Town 


and Opulence , may be rank'd amongſt the 
beſtCities of Zurope of the ſecond Claſs. It 


and contains above 5000 Houſes, inhabited 


by 40 or Fo, ooo Souls. 

It is ſurrounded by a beautiful Canal, over 
which there are ſeveral fine Draw- bridges; but 
thoſe Bridges are never drawn up, ſo that one 


may enter the Hague at all Hours. This Ca- 
nal is border'd on one Side, and in ſome 1 
Places on both, by a Walk of lofty and ſhady © 


Trees, 


7 
9 


than many Cities, which enjoy that Privi- 
ledge; and for Extent, Number of People, 
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requires almoſt two Hours to walk round it; 
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Principal Streets and public Buildings 


| of the HAGUE. 
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= 4 JAN v of the Streets and publick Places of 
it; NV | the Hague are ſo exceedingly ſpacious and 
ted M8 airy, and ſo much adorned with water and Trees, 
; that one is ſometimes apt to think oneſelf in a real 
ver Village, enjoying the Pleaſures of Solitude, tho? 
bur actually in the midſt of a magnificent City. 
one The Palace or Court, which was built in 
Ca- 1250 by the forementioned William II. Count 
me of Holland and King of the Romans, ſtands al- 
dy moſt in the Centre of the Hague. It is moated 


about on three Sides, andon the fourth is waſh 
ed by the Vyver. There are three Entrances 
into it over ſo many Draw - bridges, which 
might de drawn up in Caſe of a Tumult. The 
Court is large and almoſt Square; and in it be- 
fore the Guard - Houſe ſtandsa very great Tree, 
that tree is. no more ſtaadingwhich was planted 
by one of the Princes of Orange. The Buildings 
are old, irregular, and not very magnificent. 
The Stadholders reſide here; and the States Ge- 
neral, the States of the Province of Holland, 
the Council of State, the Council of the Nobi- 
lity and the ſovereign Courts of Juſtice, hold 
their Aſſemblies here in different Apartments. 
There is very little Noiſe of Coaches, or 
Thronging of ſervants, &c. ſeen here, even 
whilſt the States General are ſitting ; nor would 
cne know any 'Thing of it, except one were 
A 3 told 
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told ſo, or in the Coffee- Houſes read in the Pl. 
News-Papers, that their High Might ineſſes no 
were aſſembled. The Deputies of the States tut 
ſo called, are plain Men, dreſt no oterwiſe' H 
than other decent Citizens. They are never pr 
ſeen with more than one Servant, and are uſu- an 
ally on Foot, and alone in the Streets. Ihe th 
Appearance of theſe wiſe Rulers makes one th 
Call to Mind the noble Simplicity of the ancient ev 
Romans in the glorious times of their Common- Ge 
wealth. Strangers judge of the manly Plain- (a 
neſs they ſee here, according to the falſe or th: 
true Idea thy have formed of Grandor. The , 


People however are extremely pleaſed with it; let 
becauſe it is at leaſt a Proof, that their Money wi 
is not applied to maintain Equipages and the Ca 
idle Pomp and Glare of particular Perſons. Þ tet 

The Autograpba, or authentick Inſtruments 3 
of ie Dutch Verſion of the Bible, are kept here 
in a ſtrong Cheſt; and there are other Acts H 
of the ſame Kind depoſited in the Town-Houſe 'F th; 
of Leyden. The Deputies of the Synod of bu 
the United Provinces, attended by thoſe of F 
the States, viſit theſe ſacred Records every th 
three Years. This gives the Curious an Op- ſw 
8 of getting the neceſſary information be 

0 


r 
Land 
- 

3 


r ſolving any Difficulties that ariſe in the br 
various Editions, published from time to time, be 
of the Holy Scriptures. th 

Some Years ago the Lawyers of the Hague th. 
had Thoughts of erecting a Library in a large Rec 
Room here. It was to be done upon the ſame br. 


Plan ; 


1 
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Plan as that of the Advocates at Edinburgh But 

notwithſtanding the Advantages of ſuch Inſti- 

tutions upon the Continent, and particularly in. 

Holland, where the Natives are perpetually 

printing vaſt numbers of Books in all Languages 
and Faculties, it would be a great while before 

the Hague Library came upto the Perfection of 

the other. And it may be queſtioned, whether 

every Dutch Advocate, on putting on the 

Gown, would be willing to pay forty Pounds: 
(above 490 Gilders) to wards the ſupport of. 
that nev7 Inſtitution. The Advocates of North- 
Britain, as I have been aſſured, contribute no 
leſs for that uſe on their Admisſion; which, 
with its fine Apartments, the Abilities and 
Care of the Keepers, and the curious and ex- 
tenſive Learning of the Body , have render'd 


that Library very conſiderable. 

ere | The French Church is alſo here; anda great 
\Cts F Hall of groſs Gothic Architecture, which is 
uſe the moſt conſpicuous Building of the Place, 
| of but with no happy Effect. | 

of | The Entrances into the ſeveral Chambers of/ 
ery the States are through this Hall, which an- 
p- ſwer to that of Yetmunſ/ter, tho' it is far from 
ion being ſo magnificent. It is roofed with Wood 
the brought from Jreland, which was believed to 


be Proof againſt Rottenneſs; and indeed, tho” 
this Building is five or ſix hundred Vears old, 
== the Wood is ſound and fresh enough. The 
= Roof of Veſtmunſter- Hall was, we are told, 
brought alſo from the ſame. Country. Some 

A.4 Na- 
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Naturaliſts of Ireland aſcribe this kind of in- 
corruptible Quality to natural Cauſes; but the 
Roman Catholicks to the Benediction of their 
Patron Saint Patrick. The Walls of this Hall 
are hung with Colours, Drums, and other Tro- 

hies of Victory, taken from the Spaniards , 

French, and other Enemies of the Commonwe- 
alth. The Names of the Battles are wrote under- 
neath them; as Hockſtadt , Ramellies , Malpla- 
quet. In the midſt of the Hail there is a Scaffold or 
wooden Structure, where the State-Lotteries 
are drawn by Hoſpital-Boys as in London. There 
are alſo ſeveral Stationers- Shops in it. 

The Chamber , where the States aſſemble , 
is plain enough. It is hung with Green Cloth. On 
one Side are the Pictures of the five Princes 
of Orange, Stadholders of Holland; William 
I. Maurice, Frederick- Henry, William II. and 
#Yilliam III. King of Great - Britain: They are 
placetd in the Order ſet down, and are ex- 
quiſitely well done at full Length. Atthe Head 
of the Room over the Chimney is the Picture 
of Prudence, and at the oppolite End that of 
Fortitude. In a Corner of it here is a Weather- 
Glaſs , of which the Frame is much admired 
for the Sculpture. In the Windows lie ſeve- 
ral Books of Maps in Readineſs to be con- 
ſulted on Occaſion. The Table, at which 
the Members ſit, is long, and covered with 
Green Cloth, with Pens, Ink, and Paper upon 
it. There is Room at it for about thirty Per- 


ſons, which is the uſual Number of this ſove- 
— reign 
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reign Council. Neither Stadholder, Gover- 
nour, nor any military Officer, are allowed to 
ſit in the Aſſembly of the States General. As 
each Province preſides a Week in its Turn, 
the Perſon beſt qualified amongſt the Deputies 
of that Province is choſen Preſident, and ſits 
in an Elbow Chair at the Middle of the Table: 


The Grefferor Secretary ſits at the lower End. 


When a Foreign Miniſter has Audience , he: 

is ſeated at the middle of the Table, oppoſite: 

to the Preſident, with his Face to the Light. 
The States other Room, which is ve 


beautiful and magnificent, is called the Cham 


ber of the Truce; becauſe the Truce for 12 


Years between the Republick and the Spa- 


niards was concluded in it, 1609: It is very” 
luminous; and the Windows, which are grand, 
front the Yyver and Vyverberg. At the upper 
End is the Picture of King Villiam III. who 


| was Stadholder of Holland, and King of Great. 


Britain at the fame Time, but he made very” 
little Uſe of his Power, and left every Thing; 
to the States themſelves.- They asked him 
Leave to fet up his Picture in this con ſpicuous 


Place of their Aſſemblies, and obtained it with. 


ſome Difficulty. He was a modeſt Prince, 
and defpifed Flattery and Vain- glory, as much? 
as he purſued that which is folid and real. 
This Picture is reckoned the beſt that was ever 
done of that great King. The Carpet in it, 
on which the Chair of State ſtands, is parti- 
cularly admir d; but there is no Part of this 
A 5 2 
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publick Audiences of the States, in this grand 
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noble Piece , that is not equally cſtimable. Over 
the Door there is a: Liberty , alſo very well | 
done. Embaſſadors have their Conferences, and 


hamber; in the midſt of which ſtands a large Fj 
and magnificent Table, ſet round with Chairs. tc 
A pleaſant Circumſtance happened not long 0 
ſince in this Apartment at a publick Audience 
iven the Morocco Embaſſador on his Arrival, p 
. States. The Ladies deſired that they R 
might be admitted on that Occaſion. As the 1 
Thing was a Matter of mere Form.and Cere- th 
mony, they were indulged in their Requeſt. 'F th 
When the Embaſſadorapproached, the Ladies, c 
who were very nn dreſt, opened and for- th 
med a Lane, thro' which he paſſed: The mu- of 


tual Compliments being over between the Mi- er 
niſtry and the Embaſſador; his Excellency tur- fn 
ned about towards the Ladies, and after ha- 19 
ing viewed them with ſome Attention, he of 
told the States, that he preſumed theſe were th 
their High Mightineſſes Seraglio; applauded ve 
their Taſte, and declared, he had never ſeen ſo fac 
beautiful a Sight in his whole Life. The Aſlembly F 
could ſcarce forbear a Horſe laugh; but they Ki 
made ſhift to keep it in, till his Excellency be 
withdrew ; when Secretary Fagel, notwithſtan- 2 
ding his very great Age, ſaid ſome lively 
Things, that almoſt put the Ladies to the Blush. 

Near this Chamber is a little Room, to 4 des 


which che Miniſters withdraw for private Con- ch 
ſerences: It is. very plain, and has round it Ca 


d 


> 
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ſeveral ſmall but fine Pictures, done by the fa-- 


mous Hans Holben. J 
nd Adjoining to theſe Apartments of the States 
nd are the Courts of Juſtice, where one that un- 
ge derſtands Low- Dutch, may paſs a vacant Hour: 
irs. to hear the Pleadings, and obſerve the Forms 
nz of Law in Practice. ; | : 
e Cloſe to the Court is the Palace or Hotel of 
al, Prince Maurice of Orange. He built it after his 
CY Return from his Government of Brazil, about 
the 1650. It ſtands pleaſantly on the Fyver, and is 
re- the handſomeſt Piece of modern Architecture at 


the Hague. It is neither very large, nor over- 
charged with Sculptures: It has juſt enough of 
thoſe Ornaments to argue the exquiſite Taſte 
ofthe Builder. He embelliſhed it with the moſt: 
curious Productions of the Indies; but all thoſe 
fine Things were entirely conſumed by Fire in 
1707. However, as only the Timber-Work: 
of the Building was burnt, is was repaired by- 
thoſe, who had Mortgage upon it. The Go- 
vernment hire it of them, for lodging Embas-- 
ſadours during the three Days the States defray,” 
their Expences, and for other publick Uſes. - 
King Charles II. was lodged here many Days 
before he ſet out on his Return to his Domi- 
nions. . | | 
The ſame Prince Maurice was afterwards Go-- 
vernor-of Cleves, under the Elector of Bran- 
denburgh, and adorned one half of that Dut- - 
chy, and particularly the Places adjacent to the: 
Capital Wich ſo many regular Plantations, mag. 
W oy 
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nificent Walks, Parks, and Water-works; as 
rendered the Country a kind of Paradiſe That 
great Man, tired of the Hurry and Pomp of 
State, built himfelf a little Houſe in a Wood, 
about a Mile out ofthe Town of Cleves, where 
he ſpent the laſt Years of a glorious Life. By 
his own Order he was buried near it, in an 
Hollow of the Wood, under a large Stone of 
black Marble, with an Inſcription. Near this 
Stone ſtands. a fine Collection of old Roman 
Urns, and other Monuments of Antiquity ; ma- 
de by this great Genius. The Inſcriptions on 
them, thro length of Time, are ſo much effaced 
that it is very hard to underſtand them. This 
Collection, tho' the nobleſt on this Side of 
the Alps, is omitted by Gruterus. 

T BuyTENn- Hor, or Outer Court, is much 


larger and more open than the Inner. The Hor- or 
ſe - Guards draw up here, as the Foot do in the Pr 
Inner Court. The Former do no Duty, except I 
whilſt the States are ſitting. They are cloathed . C: 
— In blue, fac'd with red, are very finely moun- the 
ted, and make a good Appearance. Their Hor- do 
fes are of a larger Size,.a more exquiſite black ot! 
Colour, and far more beautiful to the Eye than WI 


the Engliſh; tho' the Latter are recxoned mo- eo 
re hardy and fitter for long Marches. The in 
Troops of the Dutch, French, and moſt of the tha 
ether Princes of Europe, are cloathedeither in 
blue or. in white; which are far from making 
fo fine a Shew in the Field as red, the Livery 
of the Exgliſh. The Guards are relieved in this 
Ebux every Afternoen. The. 
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The moſt remarkable Houſe here is that of 
the Counteſs Dowager of Albermark, the pre- 
ſent Earl's Mother. She is eſteemed the firſt 
Lady of the Hague, and is Siſter of the Fan- 
der Duin , Nobles of Holland ; but her Rank 
and Extraction are not fo much to be conſi- 
dered as her Merit, decent and elegant Manner 
of Living. The late Earl, one of the favourite 
Miniſters of King Nilliam III. was ofthe Kep- 
pel Familly , which has given many Perſons of 
diſtinguifh'd Merit to the Republick, He was 
General of the Dutch Infantry, and Goyernor 
of Tournay ; was made a Peer by the King. 
The Earl of Portland, another Dutch Gentle. 
man, was, as every Body knows, the other 
Favourite of that Prince. | 
At the Gevange Pdorts, thro' which one goes 
out of the Outer Court into the Plaats, is the 
Priſon, where the De Vit met their Fate. 
This Place is always ſhewn to Strangers. The 
Cataſtrophe of thoſe two great Men is ſtill 
the Subject of Converſation in Holland, and 
does not ſeem to be forgotten by moſt of the 
other Nations of Europe. The Dutch talk and 
write of it in the Spirit of Party, The beſt they 
could do, would be to bury the whole Affair 
in Oblivion. It muſt however be confeſſed, 
that neither they nor any other Nation ought to 
be charged with the Fault of Individuals, or 
the Fury of a Mob: For that this was chiefly the 
act of a Mob is evident from all the good Ae- 
counts chat have been 3 of it, The true * | 
2 | | 
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of Fact ſeems to have been as {ollows. 


A Barber - Surgeon, came to the Prince of | 
Orange's Camp, and informed the Lord Zuyle- 


ſtein, the Prince's-natural Uncle , that Corne- 4 
fius De Witt, Burgermaſter of Dort, and Bro- 


ther to the great Penſjonary. John De Wit X 


had given him Money to make away with 


the Prince ; becauſe as he ſaid, the Repub- 


lick could not otherwiſe preſerve her Liber- 


ty. Upon this Information the Court, of Hol- 
land committed De Witt to Priſon ; and on 
the Evidence of the Surgeon condemned him 4 
to loſe all his Offices and Employments, and 
baniſhed himfrom Holland and Yet Frifland 


For ever. The People who believed they were 4 


betrayed by De Witt to the French King, 4q 


looked upon this as a Deſign rather for ſen- 
ding him out uf the Way, than as a Sentence 


againſt him. However De Witt's Wife and 
Friends preſented ſeveral Petitions and Remon- 
ſtrances to the Court in his Vindicatian. They G 


inſiſted upon the well-known Services he had 


done the State for many Years ; that he, was 
but juſt returned from on board. the Fleet, 


Where his very Enemies, and amongſt them 1 
us 


De Nuyter, could atteſt his Conduct and Cou> 3 
rage. They alledged alſo the whole Tenor 
oſ his Life and Converſation; and referred to 
the Records of ſeveral Courts, wherein the 1 
Surgeon had been convicted of Perjury and 1 
Calumniating feveral Perſons of Note : In a E 
Word, they proved. him a moſt profi zl 

C10 3 


Of HOLLAND. 17 
Fellow. However, the Sentence which was 


of adapted rather to the Conjuncture than to the 
e- ſtrict Rules of Juſtice , was confirmed, the 
ne- Surgeon ſet at Liberty, and the Mob enflam'd 
o- by him began to murmur and grow tus. 
tt, multuous about the Priſon Door. In the 
ith midſt of this Uproar , the Penſionary very 
1h. imprudently came in his own Coach to carry 
er- his Brother out of Town , which looked like 
Jol a Triumph over the Sentence: But as he Was 
on bringing him out of the Priſon, the Mob 
im would not ſuffer them to come out. The 
nd Penſionary upon that ſpoke to them with Au- 
md thority to forbear ; but they forced them both 
ere inagain which, it is ſaid, their Father waited, in 
1g, order to have carried them to Dinner before 
en they ſet out. T he Tumult encreaſed perpe- 


nce tually; and a Report ſpreading that Cornelius. 
had eſcaped, the Pcople could not he pacified, 
till two of the Burgermaſters and four Bur- 
gers went in, who ſatisfied them to the con- 
trary. The Penſionary prevailed on the two 
Magiſtrates to dine with him and his Brother; 
and in the mean Time the Companies of 
Burgers came in Arms, and drew up about 
the Priſon to keep the Peace: But it was evi- 
dent that ſome of the principal of them were 
no Friends ta the De JYitts, and not very ſol- 
licitous about their Preſervation. Three Troops 
of Horſe, which lay then in the Hague, ſtood 
alſo to their Arms. One of them marched to 
the. uſual Place of Rendezvous, and the other 
| two 
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wo endeavoured to get into the Outer Court, 


but were kept off by the armed Rabble , who 
got upon the Tops of the neighbouring Hou» 


ſes, to ſee that neither of the De Vitis eſca- 


ped. At laſt with Muskets and Smiths Ham- 
mers they broke open the Priſon- Doors, and 
went to the Chamber where the Brothers 
were. they found the Penſionary reading in his 
Bible, and his Brother laid down in his Night- 
Gown. The Penſionary asked them what they 
wanted, and why all that Violence? One of 
them anſwered, you muſt come down; for we 
will have your Lives, Cornelius riling from 
the Bed, ſpoke roughly to the Fellow, and 
bid him get down: But at length the Penſio- 
nary ſeeing that no Reaſons would do, he 


took his Brother by the Hand to go down, 
and on the Stairs was wounded with a Pike | 


above the Eye : At that Inſtant he lifred up 
His Hands and Eyes to Heaven, recommen- 
ding his Soul to God; and immediately after 
was hurried away by the Mob to the very 
Place, where he had been aſſaſſinated two 
Months before, and there barbarouſly mur- 
ther'd , coyering his Face with his Cloak, and 
ſaying for his laſt Words, Vell Men, well 
Citizens, His Brother immediately after had 
the fame Fate.. 

Thus fell theſe two great Men by populzr 
Fury, Cornelius in the 49th , and the Penſio- 
mary in the 47 th Year of his age, formerly as 


much beloved as now hated by 2 | 
| : W * 
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who conſidered them as the Cauſe of all Ca- 
lamities their Country ſuffered at that time. 
All Hiſtorians agree, that the Cauſe of their 
Ruin was the too great Oppoſition they made 
to the Advancement of the Prince of Orange, 
King PNilliam III. And Sir Villiam Temple 
ſeems to be of-the ſame Opinion, who in his 
Chapter on The Cauſes of the Fall of the Republic, 
refers it chiefly to that Oppoſition. He obſerves. 
that the States of Holland from their Alliance 
with England in 1668, had engaged to advance 
the * Prince, and that the other ſix Provin- 
ces were heartily for it: That the De Vitis, 
who were at the Helm, neglected the Army, 
and applied themſelves ſolely to ſtrengthen 
the Fleet © Perhaps content (ſays Sir il. 
© {jam ) that ſome ill Succeſles ſhould attend 
* the Prince at his firſt Entrance upon the 
“ Command of their Army, and thereby con- 
* tribute to their Deſigns of reſtraining him. 
* ... This indeed was not likely to fail; for 

| *« they 


ry 

VO The two Brothers having been long ſin Power, be- 
Ten gan at laſt to grouw haughty, and to dictate to the States 
d of the Province; which could not fail to make them 
„ many Enemies, Biſhop Burnet , and other good Hiſto- 


rians obſerve, that the Great Penſionary had in a manner 
ſuppreſſed the Council of State, and taken the whole 
Management of Aſſaits upon himlelf, which excited much 
deſerved Indignation againſt him; for that was aſſuming 
= the Dictator , or Stadholder, whith à witneneſs : So that he 
vas for exerciſing a Power himſelf, which he was againſt 
having lodged in another, who had certainly a much bets 
ter Right to it, than any private Citizen could have. 
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« they had worked out by Degrees all the old 
& Officers, who were thought affectionate to 
« the Family, and filled the Commands ofthe 
« Army with the Sons or Kinſmen of Burgo- 


& maſters and other Officers and Deputics of | 


c the Province.” Thus at the Lime that Leu - 


& i XIV. attacked them, © their Town wit- | 
c hout Order, their Burghers without Obe- } 
c dience , their Soldiers without Diſcipline , Þ 
and all without Life. --- But the Kindneſs to 
* the young Prince, both in the People and 

% Army, was not to be diſſolved by eny Me- 


1 


& dicines or Operations either of Rigour'or of 
& Artifice.“ And the Author of the Lives of 


the De Nitis does not diſſemble the great Op- 
poſition made to the Prince's Advancement to 
the Dignities of his Anceſtors; and how disa- | 
greeable that was to the People in general. And 
indeed they were fully perſuaded, that if there 
was any Safety for them, it was to be 1 87 | 

ad ſa 
often extricated them out of the greateſt Dan- | 
gers, and to which, under Heaven, they owed | 
their Being as a State, and that entire Liberty 
which they then enjoyed. Nor were theſe Ex- 
pectations vain. The Prince was no ſooner pla- 
ced at the Head.of the Army, than the State} 
_ aſſumed new Life; and his firſt Steps were at- 


only from one of that Family, which 


tended with an incredibile , or rather miracu— 


mus Succeſs. For were it not 'aſcribing too 
aouch to him, to believe that a Youth, not co 


and twenty, at the Head of 18,000 raw Men, 
DTT ELD: could 
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could do ſuch great Things; could ſtop the 
Career of a mighty Monarch, who had plant- 
ed his victorious Enſigns in the very Heart 
of the Provinces, and made an abſolute Con- 
queſt of four of them in the Space of two 
Months; and not only ſtop, but force him, 
his great Generals (the greateſt France ever 
produced) and numerous veteran Armies, to 
give way , and retire to their own Frontiers al- 
moſt as faſt as they hed quitted them? Poſterity 
will never believe the Transactions of the me- 
morable Year 1671, if Heaven be not acknow- 
ledged in them. — But to return to our Subject. 

De Plaats is an open airy Place, almoſt in 
theForm of a Triangle: It has no Trees, but 
is ſufficiently adorned with niedt and beautiful 
Houſes. Criminals of any Eminence are exe- 
cuted here on a Schoffold erected for that Pur- 
poſe Their Heads are ſtruck off with a 
Sword at one Blow, the Executioner hardly 

ever repeating it; ſo that ther is no mang- 
ling here, as there has been on Tower- Hill, 
I ſaw an Officer executed here for Murder, 
or rather ior defending himſelf againſt one 
that attacked him with a naked Sword, whom 
he had the Misfortune te kill. The Law cal- 
led ſe defendendo, is not known in this Coun- 
try. The Sentence was exccuted two Days 


aſter 

* The Marshal Twrenne, the Prince of Conde, and the 

Duke of Luxenburgh, who had each a numerous Army, 

beſides the Preſence of Lewis XIV. to animate it. Ho- 

land was never brought ſo near its Deſtruction as at this 
teraible Criſis, 


©, 
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after it was paſt. The Officer was carried 
under a Guard of Soldiers from the Priſon to 
the Stadhouſe, in order to make Confeſſion 
before the Magiſtrates : But he had nothing 
to confeſs, except that he was firſt ſet upon, 


and that he mnſt either kil or be killed. He was | 


told, thathe could not be ignorant of the Law 
of his Country, which obliges the Perſon at- 
tack'd to fly, and not to draw his Sword till 


the laſt Extremity, that is, when he cond fly | 


no farther, being hindered by a Wall, Canal, 


or the like. To this the Captein made no Re- 
Þly ; but no doubt thougt it a Law very hard 
upon one of his Profeſſion, or indeed any Man 
of Spirit. From the Stathoufe he was carried 
to the Place of Execution, attended by Woo 
Miniſters. In about half an Hour all was over. 
They prayed , exhorted the dying Perſon, | 
and ſung a Pſalm. The Executioner came from 


Dort, was a rich Man, a Surgeon by Profes- 
ſion, and had two Servants. He brandished 


a great broad Sword, and ſevered-the Head | 


from the Body at one Blow with an Air. He 


feemed ſure of his Mark; but gave fo much | 
Strength to the Action, that he almoſt threw | 
himſelfoyer the Scaffold. He ſtood behind che 


Officer (lor one can hardly cal him a Criminal) 
who kneeled wih a Napkin over his Face. 
This kind of Juſtice (or rather Law) afto- 


nishes Strangers, and eſpecially the Engliſh: | 


For in this Caſe the Juſtice of Go bp, the Law 
of Laws, abſolves the Perſon : and that of Hol- 


land, 
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ſand, whilſt it laments, condemns him. The 
Government believe ſuch a Law the only Me- 
ans for ſaving the Lives of Multitudes of their 
Subjects, and therefore ſacrifice Individuals to 
the publick Safety; judging it more expedient 
that one ſhould ſuffer,than many be * deſtroyed. 
The Plaats opens to the V YVvERBERG, 
which in my Opinion is the moſt agreable 
Part of the HAGE. It is called Berg, or 
Hill, becauſe it is an Emenence made with 
the Earth dug out of the Fyver, or large Baſon 
of Water at the Bottom of it. It * 
S 


Premeditated Murder is commonly punished by breas 
king on the Wheel. The Criminal is laid on his Back on 
a proper wooden Frame, to which his Arms and Legs 
are made faſt with Cords, and which lies down on the 
Scaffold. This Kind of Death has more of Terror than 
Pain in it, The Executioner firſt ftrangies the Malefac- 
tor, ſo as to put him next to entirely out of Pain; af- 
ter which he hreaks his Arms and Legs at four different 
| Biows with a long round Bar of Iron : The fifth Blow , 
or Coup de Grace as they call it, is the finishing Stroke 
on the Brealt. 1 ſaw a rich Farmer executed in this Man- 
ner at Delft. The Sehour or Judge - Criminal was praiſed 
upon and 100,000 Gilders, or 10,000 J offered for ſa- 
ving his Life. The Farmer who was a Roman Catholick , 
was allowed no Prieſt of his own, and would accept of 
no other. He was Deſired to ſing a Plalm to himſelf , but 
was in no Diſpoſition for Muſick, And indeed there 
is ſomething prepoſterous enough in the Cuſtom of ma- 
king dying Men fing. It is contrary to the Apoftle's Ad- 
vice, who enjoins finging Pſalms only to ſuch as are mer- 
Iy. They puniſh hereby Whipping in this Manner: They 
ſet up a Poſt upon a Scaffold, to which they tie the Cri- 
minal's Hands as high up as they can; they then put an 
Iron Band round his Waiſt to keep him faſt: And in tha 
Manner he receives as many Lashes at the Judges, appoiny 


7 


* 


22 THE PRESENT STATE 
ſeveral fine ſhady Walks, with Seats in them, 
ad has on one Side a row of handſom Buil- 
dings, and on the other the Yyver, which at- 
fords a very grateful Proſpect on a Summer's 
Day, The Fyver is hadſomly faced with Sto- 
ne, 200 Paces long, and near to broad. It 
washes the back Part ofthe Court, and Prince 
Maurice's Houſe. 'I here is a pretty Island in 
the Middle of it, planted with a Tuft of Trees. 
At one of the Corners ſtand two large Buil- | 
dings called Dol houſes, where the Burghers ha- 
ve their a ſſemblies and publick Entertainments. 
The Baſon lately dug at Middelburg is twice as 
large, but does not lie ſo ſinely as the Fyver. | 
tlie FYoorheut has not this Ornament, of which | 
the moſt remarkable Building is the Hf, or 
Palace of Frieſland, that belongs tothe Prince | 
of Orange. It was built by one of his Ances- | 
tors, and is dark and decayed; for which Rea- | 
ſon his Highneſs when he comes tothe Hague 
does not live in it, but in a hired Houſe on | 
the Plain. King William had a magnificent | 
Palace in the Hague, of which we [hall ſpeak } 
in its Place; but that fell tothe King of Pruſia. Meno 
A little beyond the Hof van Vrieſland, at the If 
Corner of the Fyverberg, is the Logement from the 
Dort, where the Deputies of that City reſide | 
when they come to the Hague The Deputics I » 
of moſt of the other Cities of the Province i Woe 
have Houſes here, but none of them conſideru- 
ble enough to merit a particular Deſcription. is in 
The VFyverberg terminates here in a very ſpaci- i wels 
B 4 ous Wo! 


* 
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n, oushout, and is full of regular Plantations and Gar- 
i- dens , that ſeem a real Foreſt, till we obſerye 
TS the Rows of fine Houſes, or rather Palaces, on 


r's all Sides. behind them. There is another Ave- 
nue tothe Foorhout from the Plaats thro' a mag- 

nificent sbady Street, called the KneuterdyF#. 
The *VookrnourT is the moſt celebrated 
Part of the Hague. It conſiſts of the Mall, and 
three Ways for Coaches on each Side; beyond 
Houſes, chiefly occupied by the foreign Mi- 
niſters, and Perſons of the firſt Quality of the 
Hague. It was the Emperor Charles V. who 
cauſed the Trees to be planted here in 1536. 
The Mall is railed in on both Sides. It is 
as broad, but not ſo long as that of St. 
Fames's in London, or the magnificent one at 
Utrecht. It is ſtrewed with Cockle Shells, 
brought from the Sea- coalt at Scheveling , 
which make a Noiſe when walked upon , that 
I ſets one's Teeth on edge. The Want of Gra- 
vel is a great Defect in this beautiful Walk, 
and is common to it with all the Gardens 
throughout the Province, which is ſtrange 
enough; for Gravel in abundanc= may be had 
from England; and even from the Banks of 
the Mae/e , at no greater Diſtance ns the 
ra- 


So called, becauſe formerly the Entrance into the 
Wood , Vocr ſignifying before, and hour , Wood » 
The two Engliſh Words come from the Dutch; as half, 
it not two Thirds of our Language do. The Difterence , 
is that the Fngli/h is ſoftened with Liquids ,, and Vo- 

wels inſtead of Conſonants, where the [dentity of the 
wo Languages would admit the Alteration, 
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Grave, Moock and Venlo, by way of Ballaſt 
to Veſſels at no great Expence, One would not 
imagine that a People, who ſpare no Coſton 
their publick Wals and Gardens, should let 
them want ſo eſſential an ornament. The ro- 
yal Gardens of France have the ſame Inconye- 
nience with thoſe of Holland. The adorning this 
Part of the Hague with Statues and other Em- 
bellishments has been talked of: But the elegant 
Simplicity of it has certain Graces, which the 
Spectator feels better than he can deſcribe, and 
tacitly prefers to ſtudied Ornament and Shew. 

The Poorhout is the ſame Thing here, as St. 
Fames's Parkat London, or the Tuilleries at Pa- 
ris; only there is a much greater Reſort of good 
Company to the two laſt, than to the firſt, 
which is now a mere Deſert. The Taſte of 
the Place is quite changed. When I firſt came 
to the Hague, there was a fine Appearance of 
Coaches perpetually driving round this beauti- 
ful Spot, and the Mall was crowded with which 
was formerly ſo much captivated, that is no 
longer the Mode. Exceſſive Gaming has ſuc- 
ceeded it, and is now become the reigning 
Paſſion of the Place, 

The moſt remarkable Buildings here are at 
the upper End of the Mall. The Hotelof Obdam 
or Faſſenaar is a new Structure built by the 
preſent Count , who ſpared no Coſt to bring 
Architects and other Artiſts from Itaſy and Fran- 
ce, inorder to make it as compleat as poſſible. It 
is indeed built in the moſt elegant Taſte, is the 
1 I | belt 
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beſt ſituated of any Houſe in the Hague, and 
may be called in ſome Senſe the Buckingham- 
houſe of the Hague. Had it been as large and 
magnificent at it is neat and beautiful, it would 
have been trop ſuperb , as the French ſay, too 
bold a Struncture for a Subject to erect in a Re- 
publick, where all Men are in a manner equal 
y the Conſtitution. But the Owner had not 
Room to enlarge his Habitation ſo as to give 
any Offence. Behind it out of Sight there is in- 
deed a great Extent of Building, and a noble 
Garden. On the one Side of this Houſe ſtands 
that in which the Earl of Cadogan reſided when 
Ambaſſador here; and on the other is an old 
Building, which does not want for Magnifi- 
cence. It was lately inhabited by the famous 
Counteſs of Partenberg of whom it may ſuffi- 
ce to ſay, that she is dead; leaving the Hiſtory 
of her Life and Gallantries to ſome French Pen, 
Between this Houſe and the Cloifkerchurch there 
is anOutlet to theCanal, and theScheveling's Port 
The Cloiſter- Church has nothing in 't remark- 
able. It is called ſo from having formerly been 
a Zacobine Cloiſter or Convent; and was founded 
by a Daughter of Cleves, the Wife of one of 


at the Florents, Counts of Holland. At ſome Dis- 
= tance from it is a fine new Houſe, built by a 


private Perſon, with a noble Garden behind 
it, that reaches quite down to the Canal. 

On the other Side the Mall is the Hotel of 
Portland. It is a very extenſive handſom Stru- 
cture, and was built, I believe, by the late Earl, 

B W.9 
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who was a magnificent Man, and favourite 
Miniſter to //i{liam Ill. both before and after he 
was King of Great Britain His Name was Ben- 
tinck, an illuſtrious Name in theſe Provinces. | 
It is at preſent occupied by the Hon. Mr. Ben- 
zinck, who is one of the States. He has lacely | 
married a Daughter of the Lord Cadogan, Siſter | 
to tho Ducheſs of Richmond, and is in the P 
Guards, having made Choice of the military 
Life. The preſent Duke of Portland had his | 
Education at Leyden, where he devoted five 


or ſix Hours every Day to this Studies. He 8 
left a very high opinion of him in a City where 5 It 
Merit is far more conſider'd than Birth. fte 

From the Yoorhout to the Wood, we paſs ö Te 
thro' the NEW Vooruovur: It is railed a 
about like the other, and adorned with highF So 


Trees and ſeveral very beautiful new Houſes, Þ 
amongſt which that of Mr. Swartzo the Jeu Chi 
is the fineſt. It has two advanced Wings, which * 
form a Court in the Front, and is the hand- < 
ſomeſt Structure in the Hague; but the owner 
deſerves it, and all other good things; who, 41 
all beautiful as it is, is an Ornament to his 75 
Houſe, and not his Houſe to him. 1 


The Jewish Synagogue ſtands here, which 5 t 
has not been long built and does not front the ; q 
Street. It is very neat and fine within, end is — 


well worth being ſeen by the curious Travel. th 
ler; which Pleaſure he may have every Sa- ns 
turday , the Sabbath of the ZFews. One may 1 


underſtand the Worship of the Old 7? fond 
an 
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and the FerwiſhRites and Antiquities better by 
ſeeing a Synagogue, and being preſent in Time 
of Worſhip, than by the tedious dry Study of 
all the Books in the World: The Method of ac- 
quiring Knowledge by the Eye is eaſy and plea- 
ſant. Ihe Fews in their Synagogues are civil 
enough to Strangers, if they behave with any 
Degree of Decency: They preſent them with 
an Hebrew Bible to read in, and accommodate 
them in other Reſpetts. 

The little Nor hout opens to theNEwPRINCESS 
GRAFT, one of the nobleſt Parts of the Hague. 
It is a Row of beautiful new Buildings, which 
front theWood , from which they are ſeparated 
only by a neat broad Pavement and the Canal. 
It is inhabited by Perſons of Diſtinction, and 
is the moſt delightful cool Part of the Hague in 
Summer, but the moſt chill and disagreable in 
winter, faces the North, ſo that the Sun does not 
ſhine into the principal Apartments during ſix 
Months of the Year ; and theAbſence of its Rays 
ſor ſo long an Interval is a great Inconvenience 
in a Country ſo ſubject to cold and damp Air. 
All the Fires that can be made, are not near ſo 
effectual for keeping an Houſe ſweet and dry, 
as the Beams of the Sun; and it is obſerved, 
that thoſe, who live here, are obliged to clean 
and ſcour their Utenſils and Furniture more 
frequently than any where elſe; beſides which, 
the Wood generates Flies and other Inſects, 
which very much annoy the inhabitants. 

Behind this Street lies the Magazine or mi- 
B 2 litery 
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litary Storehouſe , called in Dutch T Gxscnur 


Hur s. It is a lofty Building, principally deſig-¶ the 
ed for founding Cannon. It wasbuilt in one I fix 
Year, during the War with England in the Time Di 
of Charles II. It has a Latin Inſcription , which Ane 
is in Subſtance, That for the ſake of obtaining ane 
and preſerving Peace, their High Mightineſſes | dec 
the States General of the United Netherlands 11 
had cauſed this Magazine to be erected. It has a Mi 
large Ground behind it; but little uſe is made 10 
either of the Ground or the Building, and nei- But 
ther are open to Strangers; from whence we on 

ely 


may conclude, that there is little to be ſeen 
in them. The General Magazine at Delft ſuf- F her. 
fices for the whole Province. There are indeed Þ 
Magazines in Amſterdam, Rotterdam, and moſt Rep 
other Cities; but they ſeem to have been ere- Pit 
cted and kept up, not ſo much thro'real Oc- ¶ Box 
caſion for them, as to ſuſtain the Dignity and So- is at 
vereignty of the Cities in which they ſtand. are | 

Near this Magazine is a new Row of Buildings Cour 
witha Canal before them. They are uniform, 
but not very lofty. The other Side of the Canal Hou 
is inhabited by Coachmakers and Blackſmiths. 
At the upper End of this Street are two Pas- nera! 
ſazes; the one leads out of the Hague over a Co 
Drawbridge, and the other into the Yoorhout, Plain 

In the Caſuari Straet, near the Princeſs Graft, G 
ſtands the OpERRA Hovuss; but it is more fre- 
quently uſed for French Comedies. It is nei- 
ther large nor ſo fine as might be expected at 


cuch a place as the Hague, It is far inferior 
| to 


r 
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to the Theatre at Bruſſels, or even that at Liſle, 
the Capital of French Flanders. The latter is 
fixed, well frequented, and ſupported with 
Dignity : whilit that at Bruſſels ſcarce ſubſiſts, 
and the Companies, that come from France 
and ,other Parts to the Hague, are obliged to 
decamp, for Want of Encouragement. The 
Theatre is chiefly ſupported by the foreign 
Miniſters ; ſome few of whom contribute 
100 1. and others 501. a Year for that Purpoſe: 


But more, who have no Relish for this doble 


and police Amuſement, do not concern them- 
ſelves with it. There are no Seats in the Pit 
here; ſo that the Audience in that Part of the 


| Houſe are obliged to ſtand during the whole 


| Repreſentation, which is very tireſome. The 


Pit is not quite 1 s. 6. d. English, and the 


Boxes in Proportion. In the Outer Court there 


is another Theatre, where Dutch Comedies 


are ſometimes play'd, but with ſtill leſs En- 
couragement than the other. | 

Near the Theatre is the Eaſt India Company's 
Houſe. It is not very lofty, nor are there any 
Sales here: The Directors only meet at a ge- 
neral Board on the affairs of the Company. 

Coming out of the Court, one enters the 
Plain, called in Dutch Het Pleyn. It is a beautiful 
Grove laid out in ſeveral croſs Walks, and 
ſurrounded with ſtately Houſes. Here the 
Foot - guards draw up every Afternoon. In 
this Place is the Coffee - houſe of the famous 
Roſelli, who was by Birth an Italian. He was 
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a Man of Humour, and had been engaged in 
a Variety of Adventures, which ſupplied him 
Cperhups) with Part of the Matter for the 
printed Hiſtory, or rather Romance, of his 


Life. Some ſay he wrote it himſelf. Tho? F 


it is perfectly trifling, it might be intended art- 
tully enough to excite Curioſity, and attract 
Cuſtom to his Houſe. On the Door, to catch 
the Eye of Paſſengers, are theſe two Words 


in large Characters: 
SITIENTIBUS ADSTO. 


This Coffee-houſe is the Reſort of the Beau- 
monde , and the Billiard- table is frequented 
Night and Day. The News Papers, and other 


Sheets that come out, are ſtitch'd up in Books, 


and kept as clean as they were at firſt. 


The Deputies of the City of Amſterdam have 
their Houſe here, which has been rebuilt with | 
Magnificence, and is now a Lodging worthy |: 
great a City. The 
Cornerhouſe , Part of which fronts the Plain, 
and the other Part the Court, is perhaps the 
grandeſt in the Hague. It was lately burnt , | 
and ſoon after rebuilt. It is uſually inhabited 
by Ambaſſadors, but at preſent by the Prince 


the Repreſentatives of ſo 


of Orange, when he comes to the Hague. 


Near the Plain in the Lange Poote, there 
is another fine Hotel, uſually let to publick Þ 


Miniſters. Count Ublefeld the Imperial Envoy 


lives in it now, as the Earl of Cheſterfield did Þ 


before him. 
| 'The 


. 
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The Noord Eynde is a long ſtreight Street, 
that reaches from the Schevelings's Gate almoſt 
to the great Market. The Houſes in it are 
good , and about the Middle is the Oup s 
Hoey, or Old Court. It formerly belong'd 
to King /Yilliam, and now to the King of 
PruſJia, as one of that Princ'es Heirs. It is 


the moſt magnificent Structure in the Hague. 
Ihe King however, when Prince of Orange, 
did not live in it, but in the Apartments of 
the Statholder in the Court. It is a large 
modern Building, with two advanced Wings 
2 ſupported by high Arches, from the Angles 
of which runs a noble Balluſtrade : In the 
midſt of it is the principal Gate, and at 
each End are two leſſer ones. This Ballus- 
trade, which is of Iron gilt, ſeparates the 
Court from the Street. Over the Gate ſtill 
2 remain the Arms of Great Britain and Naſſau 
Orange within the Garter. As the Pruſſian Fa- 
* mily made themſelves Heirs to King William, 
2 as Prince of Orange, they have a Right to the 
Arms of that Prince, but what Right they 
have to thoſe of Great Britain I do not know. 


The Apartments of this Palace are not half 
finished, nor to this Day very magnificently 


furnished. Houſes are quite finished within 


Doors only in the British Dominions. In the 


Low Countries, and every other Nation of Eu- 
rode, they know not what it is either to 
wainſcot or ciel their Rooms. And as thoſe 


Rooms are exceeding large, and high roof'd, 


4 they 
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they have a very bad Effect on the Eye of a 


Britich Subject. The Walls are hung with 


ſome coarſe Cloth, 
times with Arras; and thoſe Hangings remain 


from Generation to Generation, till it is ſcarce 3 
to be known whether they are Cloth, Leather, 
or Tapeſtry. The Roots are nothing but the 
Deals of the next Floor lying acroſs large 


Rafters or Joiſts, whichare ſometimes pitch'd 


or oil'd to make them durable, and give them 
a better Hue. The Apartments are however | 
generally adorned with a greater Variety of | 
good Paintings than are commonly ſeen | 


amongſt us. In this Palace are many Pieces 
done by good Hands, but I ſaw none drawn by 
the great Maſters. There was formerly a Li- 
brary here open to the Publick, as well as 
the magnificent Garden, that lies behind the 
Houſe, and extends quite down to the Canal 
that ſurrounds the Hague. His Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſter reſides at preſent in this Houſe ! 
but it ſeems rather too large for him. 

In the Noord Eynde Street is allo the English 
and High Dutch Church. The German and 
English Miniſters preach in it by Turns: the 
former begins between ſeven and eight in the 
Morning, and the latter at Eleven. The Con- 
gregations of either Nation, and eſpecially 
of the Englitb, are but ſmall The Church 


is Presbyterian, the eſtablished Church of the 
United Provinces. The Miniſter is paid by the 


States a Salary of about 1800 Florins, near 180 
1. of 


gilt Leather, and ſome- | 


; Shambles, but they are not much frequented. 
Ihe Dutch take more Pleaſure in another 
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I. of our Money. There are ſeveral other En- 
glich and Scotch Calviniſt Churches in the Pro- 
vinces. They are all well ſupported, the Poor 

well provided for, and their Miniſters paid by 
the States: There is one at Amſterdam, two 
at Rotterdam, where there are three or four 
thouſand of the British Nation; one at Dort, 


one at Gouda, one at Middelburg, and ono 
at Terveer. There are two Congregations 
of the Church of England; one at Amſter- 
2 dam, which is ſmall, and the other at Roz-- 
terdam, more numerous: the Government does: 
not concern itſelf with theſe. The Miniſters 


have a Salary of 100 l. a Year from the King, 


and probably a Contribution from the People. 


From this Street are two Turnings into the: 
2 Yoorhout and the Plaats. It terminates in the: 
great Market, where Flesh is ſold in the 


* 


hard by, called the Fish- market. Great Va- 
riety of Fish from the Sea and Canals is ſeen 
here. They are all brought to Market alive, 
and kept in Troughs full of Water. The: 
2 Dutch, who are Epicures in Fish, are ſo nice, 
5 that they buy none but what are alive; ſo 
that if there be any dead, they are either 
2 thrown away, or ſold to the Poor for a'Trifle;. 
The Dutch boaſt as much of their Fish-mar-- 
kets, as the English of their Leaden- Hall. They: 
chink them the greateſt Curioſities in theirc 
Country; and 1 have often heard them ask- 
| e Stram- 
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Strangers * emphatically, whether- they had 
not ſeen the Fish-market. g 

Near the great Market ſtands the Stadhuys 
or Town-houſe. it was formerly but an or- 
dinary Building. but is now rebuilt in a modern 
Taſte. It fronts the great Church. The Space 
between them is uſed ſor publick Executions. 
A Scaffold is erected on ſuch Occaſions before 


the Windows of the 'Town-houſe, wherethe : | 


Magiſtrate fits, and ſees the Sentence executed. 
This Building, which is but juſt finished, is 
lain and handſom ; but it differs in nothing 
rom a private Houſe; which ſeems to be an 
Error in the Architect. All publick Edifices, 
and eſpecially a Town houſe, ought to be 
diſtinguished in ſome manner, and that ſuffi- 


ciently ſtrong, fromthe Houſes of Particulars,. |? 


in order to attract the Regard of the Publick. | 
And this may be done without overcharging 
the Walls with Sculptures, Freſcos, Anagrams, |: 


and other Impertinences. At Top indeed 


there is one Image ; but it eſcapes the Eye of the a 


Paſſenger , who can take this Building only for N | 
the Houſe of a rich Citizen. The old Front is 


ill landing , but it deſerves the” Fate of the | i 
xeſt of the Structure. There is However this 
good Motto upon. it in large gilt be are 4 
Ve t 


lt is teid', tho” perhaps by Way of Joke, that the 4 fa 
wulzar, Dutch addrefi their Sweethearts in theſe Words: 


Mya. Soete : Cabeljauw:, that is, My dear Codfich , when © 
they would Expreſs exceeding Fondneſs and Paſlion.. 


elf for inſerting it here, 


ä 
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Ne Jupiter quidem omnibus placet : 


Alluding tothe Difficulty of pleaſing univerſal- 
ly in the Office of a Magiſtrate ; and he may 
uſe it to ſupport himſelf on Occaſion, when 
he reflects, that the Divinity himſelf does 
not pleaſe all Men in his Government of the: 
World. The Bench on which the Judges ſit, 
is finely gilt and carv'd; and over it there is 
a mythological Painting on the Adminiſtration 
of juſtice, exquiſitely well done. 

De groote Kerk, or the great Church, is large, 


1 and has a pritty high Steeple. The Shell 
2 of it in other Reſpects is not conſiderable; 
3 The greateſt Glory of this Church, as of all 
other Structures conſecrated to Religion, is to 
be found within it; that is, its being well fil- 
led with Worshippers, both on Suridays and: 
Week. days. It is the Devotion of the People: 
that principally adorns the. Temples of this 
Country, which in other Refpects are plain 

2 ſimple, and without Ornament. This puts me 


in mind of an Inſcription in a Church at Bris- 


_F7 rol, of which I took a Copy in the Year 1734 
and think it the fineſt I ever met with, both 
for Purity of Language, and ſublime Simpli- 


city of Sentiment. If the Reader be of the 


4 


ö ſame Opinion, I shall want no Excuſe but 


Has 


— 
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Hec compta Dei domus 
modo collapſura, 

Jam quatuor novis columnis 
ſuffulta & decorata , 
Stabilimen & oernamentum 
recipit A. D. 1731. 
Firmius flabiliatur precibus , 
ſacrameniis , evangelis, 
& puritate morum; 
Clarius ornetur quotidiano 

| catu Chriſtianorum, 


That is, 


This neat Houſe of God, 
which was upon the point of falling, 
was repaired and beautified 
hy the Addition of four new Pillars 
in the Year of our Lord 1731. 
May it received a firmer Support 
from Prayer, true Religion, 
and Purity of Manners ; 
and be ſtill more g/oriouſly adorn'd: 
by frequent Aſſemblies of good. 
Chri/l ians.. 


1 
| 
— 
— 


There is a magnificent Organ here, of 
which the Muſick is preferable to that of the 
great Church at Rotterdam. The Dutch delight 
much in ſinging, which is indifputably a very 
udüme Part of Worship. For this Reaſon, 
All the Parishes that can afford it, have a Set 

Organs in their Church. The Choir, which 
is 


; 
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is ſeparated ſrom the Body of the Church by 
a braſs Balluſtrade, is darken'd by the great 
Number of Eſcutcheons affixed to it. Many 
Perſons of Quality are interr'd here, and 
amongſt the reſt the Baron D' Opdam, one 
of the moſt famous Admirals Holland ever 
produced. His Mouſoleum, which is very 
magnificent, was erected at the Charge of 
the Republick. The preſent Baron D'Opdam 
is his Grandſon. His Epitaph, which is 
long and very pompous, gives an Account 
of his. great Actions , and -particularly of 
that wherein he was killed , when his Ship 
was blown up by the Znglish in 1666. That 


Sea-fight is one of the moſt memorable in 


the Englisb and Dutch Hiſtories. The Duke 


of York and his prevailing Faction rejecting 


all the advantageous Propoſals of Peace made 
by the Dutch, they were reduced to fit 
out a Fleet under Admiral Opdam, to whom 


they gave poſitive, but imprudent Orders, 
to fight the English, let the Wind be which 


Way it would. Contrary to the Opinion 
of his Officers, he thought himſelf obliged: 
to obey , and the Event proved fatal to the: 
Dutch. They were entirely defeated by 
the English Fleet under the Command of 
the Duke of Fori Prince Rupert, and the 


Earl of Sandwich, with the Loſs of only 


Four Men of War, and 1500 Men on our 


Side; among whom were Rear- admiral. 


| Sampſon ,, the Earls 


of Marlborough and 


B 7 Falmouth. 
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Falmouth , Lord Portland, and ffteen other 
Perſons of Note. Baron Opdam in the Beginning 
of the Battle, attacked the Duke of Fork, ſunk 
three Yachts that attended him , and almoſt 
diſabled his Ship; but Vice-admiral Lawſon and 
Captam Smith coming up ſeaſonably to his 
Relief, and Opdam being engag'd wich ſei eral 
other Ships that had the Wind of him, he was 
blown up , either by an accidental Shot that 
enter'd his Powder-room, or as the Dutch ſay, 
by the Treachery of en English Gunner, who 
ſerved on board of him, or, as his Epitaph 
tells us, by his own Orders. He was interr'd 
with great publick Sol-mnity in this Church. 
He was one ofthe ancient Nobility of Holland, 
and had diſtinguished himſelf in 1656, when 
the States, on account of Trade, interfer'd in 
the Quarrel between the Crowns of Sweden and 
Poland, that concluded a Peace by the Treaty 
of Eibing, into which they were both aw'd by 
the Fleet under Admiral Opdam. Two Years 
after, from the ſame Motive, the Republick 
interpos'd in the War between the Danes and 


Swedes, and extricated the King of Denmark 


out of the great Extremities to which he was 
reduced in his Capital. Opam defeated the 
Swedish Fleet, relieved Copenhagen , and en- 
ter'd it in atriumphant Manner. 

Near the great Church is an Anatomical 


Chamber belonging co the Barber. ſurgeons ofthe 


Hague. "They are upon the ſame Footing as 
thoſe in France, form a Company, and have 
2 
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a Profeſſor of Anatomy, who diſſects pub- 
lickly , and reads Lectures to them. 

Storks may be ſeen ſtalking about the Walls 


of this Church, where they have proper Ac- 
commodations made for them. The Dutch 
are very fond of cheſe Birds, and theſe are 
ſo tame, as to ſuffer themſelves to be ſtroak'd, 
and to eat out of People's Hands. Their uſual 
Food is the Offal of the Fish market. They 
build and hatch on the Chimneys in the 
Towns as well as Villages, and frequently 
on the Steeples of the Churches. In the Vil- 
lages they live on Frogs, and the Fish they 
can catch in the Canals and Ditches. Corrine 
# gius, and I think al! other Writers after him, 
g ſays, that they take their Flight with their 
# Young about the Beginning of Auguſt to Afrie 


ca, from whence they return every Year 


about the End of February But that is a 


vulgar Error; at leaſt it is not true of them 
all; for | have ſeen of theſe Birds, and parti- 
cularly at the Hague, in the Months of Ne- 
vember and December. Perhaps theſe find 
themſelves ſo well here, as to forget their 
African Expedition. Wild-geeſe and Wild- 
ducks. of which there are great Flocks here 
in the Seaſon, are certainly Birds oi Paſſage; 
tho' ſome of theſe, no doubt, become ſo natu- 
ralized to the watry Iſles of Zeeland, as not to 
leave them. My Reaſon for believing this is, 
we find thoſe Fowl on the Table in that Pro- 
vince every Month of the Year, 

Beyond. 
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Beyond the great Chruch we entet the Hooge 


Weſt Eynde, which is a long Street leading to 
the Loo/-duyn-ſe Bridge. In this Street ſtands 


the Hef van Spanje. It is a large Building, 


with a Cupola at Top, and a Court fronting 
the Street. The Arms of Spain are affixed 
to the Wall, as the foreign Miniſters do at Ro- 
me; but, | think, no where elſe. It belongs 
to Spain, whoſe Ambaſſadors always reſide in 
it; which is the only Crown that has an Ho- 

tel at the Hagne for its Miniſters. 
The Chapel belonging to it is neat, and 
well furnish'd with rich Plate for celebrating 
the Maſs , and other Uſes. It is the moſt fre- 
quented of any private Chapel in the Hague, 
the Service being no where kept up with 
greather Regularity, The Feſuits officiate 
here, as in all the other Chapels. of the 
Ambaſſadors from Roman Cathelick Powers. 
That Society find an Aſylum only in their 
Hotels here: for they are under an Inter- 
diction of the State, by which they are pro- 
hibited to excerciſe their Functions as Prieſts in 
any Chapel within the Dominions of their High 
Mightineſſes , upon the ſevereſt Penalties. 
This is not done by Way of Punishment for 
any former Misdemeanour (for they, as well 
as the Roman: Catholic in general, have 
always lived as unexceptionably as the Pro- 
tant Subjects themſelves) but by Way of 
Precaution, and to ſecure theTranquillity ofthe 
tate at all Events; ſo badan Opinion do Protes- 
tant 
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tant Powers entertain ofthe Diſciples of Loyola. 
Near this Hotel there is an Houſe, where 
young Ladies, whoſe Fortunes are not equal 
to their Birth, are educated and maintained. 
This excellent Foundation was Queen Mary's, 


when Princeſs. Her Royal Highneſs reſided 
2 near 12 Years at the Hague with great Satis- 
faction and Delight, and could not diſpenſe 
with leaving behind her ſome Monument of 


her Regard for ſo agreeable an Abode, when 


2 ſhe removed into Great Britain, Her Piety 
and good Senſe dictated to her this Foundation, 
of which Mr. Bentinck has the Direction The 


Lands for its Maintenance are in England. I 
think the * Proviſion is for Life; or, if the 
Ladies chuſe to marry, a Sum of Money is gi- 
ven them. It is ſtrange thatBishopBurnet should 
not mention this Foundation in his Account 
of the Life of that incomparable Queen. He 
1 muſt have overlook'd it; for he was ſo _ 
1 and 


I At Schiedam there is a Society of French Proteſtant 
Ladies, that live all in one Houſe, and have ſeveral 


A 


things in common. Their Manner of Life has much. 
= the Air of a Cloiſter Retirement, and would reſſemble 
it more, if Forms of Devotion were not rejected as ſu- 
perſtitious by the Principles of their Religion. 
There are nine fuch Foundations in the Electorate 
of Hanover , for the Maintenance of which there are as. 
many Lands, or conſiderable Bailiwicks appropriated. 
one of the principal Miniſters of State has always the 
Care and Government of them, with a large Appoint- 
ment. Some of the Ladies have 6D l. and others 100 
. a Year, On this they live handſomly , without fee- 
| ling the Misfortunes of their Families, thro! the Muniſi: 
cence of the Sovereign. 


y 
# 


[ 
F, 
i) 
| 
' 
. 
\ 


42 THE PRESENT STATE 


and inquiſitive; that he let nothing eſcape 
bim wherever he went; and Holland and the 
Hague were particularly known to him. 

At the Looſduynſe Bridge are ſeveral Wind- 
mills, remarkable for their Height and Struc- 
ture; and near them is a long Bleachery for 
Linen. The curious ſometimes viſit this Place, 


to obſerve the Method of the Dutch in whi- 


tening their Linen. Several 'Things concur to 
that Effect. Ihe Water of their Canals, and 
eſpecially of their Ditches, is of a due Thick- 


neſs, and perhaps their Air is ſo too. Both 


thoſe Elements may be too rare and fine for 


that purpoſe, The Dutch beat the Cloth excee- 


dingly, and make uſe of much Lime, and ſome- 


times Chalk; which, at the ſame time that ! 
they give an extraordinary Whiteneſs to the 
Linen, muſt make it both thin and rotten in! 
Places; ſo that if the Dutch Linen ex- 


man 
cel that of the Scotch and Irish in Colour, the 
latter muſt excel theirs in Thickneſs and Wear. 
In this Part of the Hague is the Prince Graft, 
one of the moſt beautiſul aud magnificent 
Streets in Europe. It is near half a Mile in Length, 
proportionably broad, and as ſtreight as a Line. 
A fine Canal, adorned on both Sides with shady 
Trees, runs thro'the midit of it. The Bridges 


over it are of hewn Stone, with iron Rails up- 
There is little Noife Þ 


on the Sides of them. 
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and Hurry here, ſo that the Inhabitants ſeem Þ 
to enjoy the Tranquillity of the Country, The 
Buildings eſpecialy thoſe lately erected on 
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one Side ofthe Street, reſemble Palaces more 
than private Houſes, and are inhabited by Per- 
ſons of the firſt Rank. There cannot be a finer 
Proſpect than this Canal from either of the 
Ends of it. Perhaps this is the only Part of the 
Hague, beautiful as it is, that 1s capable of any 
very great Improvement, or rather Perfection, 
by a few good Statues judiciouſly diſpoſed in it. 

Near the farther End of this Street ſtands 


the HoprJjE van Nizcoop. It is the moſt beau- 
| tiful Hoſpital I ever ſaw, and would almoſt 
make the Spectator envy the Happineſs of the 


People who live in it. It was built in 1661. 


by one Newport, a Roman Catholic Woollen- 
draper, for ſixty poor Widows of his own 


Religion; but the States obliged him to allow 


the Proteſlants an equal Share in his Charity. 


The Contrivance ofthe Building is admirable, 
without being either too loſty, or too mean 
for the Uſe it was intended. It may truly be 
called an Original, and ſerve as a Model for 


all other Foundations of the fame kind. The 


Structure is longer than it is broad, but uni- 
form in every Thing elfe. It takes in a large 
Spot of Ground, in which every Inhabitant 
has a Garden. The other Gate is handſome, 
and adorned with a bold Groupe of Figu- 


res, alluding to the charitable Uſes of the 
; Houſe. After you paſs the Gate, you come 
into a handſome Portico, from whence runs a 
| Viſta thro' the Middle of the Gardens, which 


| terminates at a Building witha fine Turret upon 


it 


— — m — 
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it but no Clock. This is the publick great Hall, 
which the Founder ſeems alſo to have inten- 
ded for the Place of Devotion of his large Fa- 
mily.EveryInhabitant has a houſe to themſelves 
in the Row of Buildings on each Side of the 
Court and Gardens Beſides the principal Walk, 
there is another that croſſes it, and forms a 
Figure; which did the States obſerye, they pos- 
ſibly would alter that alſo. On the poſtern Gate 
are theſe two Lines out of Horace: 


Fivitur Parvo bene, ubi gratuitim 
Splendet in menſa tenue | neon 


In this Street ſtands the Spinhouſe , or Houſe 
of Correction, for ſuch young Women as have 
made a falſe Step. It is ſo called, becauſe 
ſuch of them as are confined fora certain Num- 
ber of Months or Years, are obliged to ſpin, 
ſew, or do any other Work for their Live- 
lihood. No Body is admitted to ſee them, but 
once in ayear and that the fair time (or Kermis ) 
paying Twopence to the Porter; ſo that they 
are not made a publick Shew of, like ſo many 
wild Beaſts. This does but harden the more im- 
pudent, and puts the modeſt, who lament their 
unhappy Condition with Sighs and Tears, to 
exquilite Pain and Anguish; fo that no Go- 
vernment can be guilty of a more cruel and 
abſurd Conduct than this. The Citizens ſome- 
times ſend their Daughters hither for Chaſtiſe- 
ment, for whom there are particular Cham- 
bers allotted. In the publick Room of theſe 
Houſes 


* 
0 


= Snmmum jus, ſumma injuria. 
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Houſes of *Corre&ion are to be ſeen many 
moving Objects, Victims to the ſevere and 
unrelenting Humour of gloomy and unnatural 
Parents All the interceſſion of Relations, 
Friends , and even Superiors, cannot avail 
to moderate the inhuman Sentence , that fixes 
their unhappy Fate for Life; againſt which, 
methinks, it would become the Wiſdom of 
the Magiſtracy to find ſome Mitigation. For 
tho* the Power of Parents ought to be very 
extenſive in ſuch Caſes ; yet it does not ſeem 
compatible with the Intereſt of a State, and 
conſequently with wiſe Government, to ſuffer 
exceſſive, and even unnatural private Rigour 
to deprive it entirely of its Subjects, in 
the Punishment ot youthful Folly , and hu- 
man Frailty : Neither indeed does ſuch ſavage 
Severity conſiſt with the Mercy and Charity 


f of the Chriſtian Diſpoſition. St. John viii. 


4 3.— 11. 


Eſt modus in rebus, ſunt certi deniqne ines, 
Quos ultra, citraque nequit conſiſtere rectum 
Horat. 


Hither alſo are brought ſuch diſorderly Per- 


2 ſons, as the Law has made no Proviſion againſt, 
and leaves to the Diſcretion of the Magiſtra- 
tes; bad Wives or Husbands, rebellious and 
2 diſobedient Children, Spendthriits, &c. The 
Apartments for theſe adjoin to the Spin-houſe, 
or rather are a Pait of the ſame Building. But 


they 
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they are keptlock'd; for the Priſoners in them 
being Perſons of the better Sort, and of good 
Families , are not expoſed to any Body ; nei- 
ther is it known to any except their Relations 
and the Magiſtrate, when and how they are 
confined and diſcharged. They are maintained 
here, as long as it is thought neceſſary, at the 
Expence of their Friends. Lunaticks are alſo 
confined here, but they are better uſed than 
the criminal People. They are kept from the 
Sight ofthe World; nor is human Miſery made 
a publick Spectacle for the ſake of a ſmall In- 
creaſe of the Revenue of the Houſe, much leſs 
of the Porter, as at Bethlebem Hoſpital in London, 
Not far from the Prince Graft is the Lutheran 
Church, which is a fine building and very neat, 
The Wage ſtraet is one of the longeſt and 
moſt airy of the Hague, but not conſiderable 
in other Reſpects. It is tolerably well built , 


extends form the Vage bridge ulmoſt to the 
great Market, and is crois'd by the Flaming!“ 
and Spuy Streets, both which are ſpacious , Þ 


2nd well inhabited. 


The Syvuy is a;very ſpacious and lightſom ; 
Part of the Hague. It is half a Mile in Length 


from the Hof /ireet and Court - gate to the Le- 
prons, and Watch houſes, which are the laſt 


of the Hague on the great Canal that leads to Þ 


Delft and Leyden. I hat Canal extends to the 
upper End of this long Street, where its Wa- 
ters diſappear , and run under Ground thro' 
Arches tor ſome Way; after which they ap- 
pear 
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ory $ Canals of the City. Thoſe Waters are renewed 
twice in four and twenty Hours, for they ebb 


are! and flow with the Sea. The ſame happens in 
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pear again, and empty themſelves into ſeveral 


reſpect to all the Rivers and Canals in the United 


the Netherlands, which ebb and flow with a more 


= : neſs to, or Diſtance from the Ocean. 
r [ Hague, the Paſlage-boats lying there; but the 
Gert i a large Canal juſt by the Spuy. There are three 


don. 8 


or leſs rapid Current, ackording to their Near- 
The Spuy is in a manner the Harbour ofthe 


Market Veſſels load and unload on the Bierkay, 


| handſome ſtone Bridges wich iron Rails over 


eran the latter, beſides two large Draw - bridges. 
len This Street is well built, and inhabited chiefly 
ra 4 by Shopkeepers and Innholders. The moſt 
biel remarkable publick Buildings here are the new 
alt Church and the Poor's Houſe. 


the : : in 
mine midſt of a Church-yard, very gloomy ia Effect 


The Nieuwe Kerk, or New Church, ſtands in the 


of the many Irees in it. This is an uncom- 


mon Sight in the Province of Holland, where 


tom] they have no Room in their Cities for Church- 


nathÞ 
Le- 
e laſt 
ds to 
) the 
Wa- 
thro' 


yards. The Dead are commonly buricd in the 
Churches, which colts a round Sum of Money. 


This Church is remarkable for its Structure, 
| which is round, or rather octogonal, without 


any Pillars in it; ſo that the Miniſter is ſeen 

from every Part of it. It is however large and 

highroofed, and hss been much admired for its 

Architecture. In that Point notwithſtanding , 

the round Church in Middelburg es" Xs 
W hic 
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which is a fine Building, with the additional 
Ornament of a beautiful Cupola. We may here 
take Occaſion to compare the Form of the Hea- 
then and Chriſtian Temples with each other, 
The former, being either round or oblong, 
were nodoubt better contrived for hearing, and 
filled the Eye much better , as it took in the 
whole Beauty and Magnificence ofthe Temple 
at one View. But the Croſs Figure is capable of 
a greater Variety of Ornaments , and is better 
adapted forentertaining theiSpectator. The firſt, 
orround Temples, wereintended to repreſent 
the Heavens, the Almighty, which the Pagan 
World believed to be round. The latter are 
built in the Form of a Croſs , the Sign f the 
Paſſion of the DIVINE PERSON adored in 
them. The Chriſtians of the firſt Centuries 
might have put an End to the Differences that 
aroſe about building their Churches form Eaſt 
to Weſt , or from Weſt to Eaſt, had they 
thought of the rotund Figure. 

The ARM Hus, or Poor's Houſe, ſtands 
pleaſantly on the Canal. It is a large handſome 
Building, and has a Turret with a Clock It main- 
tains about ſix hundred Boys and Girls, the 
Children of decay'd Citizens. They are kept 
wonderfully neat , and extraordinary Care is 
takenofthem in other Reſpects. There are four 
or five Hoſpitals more in the Hague of different 
kinds, which are not maintained but at a great 
annual Expence of the Inhabitants; few of theſe 
Houſes either here, or in the other Cities 
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of the Provinces , being ſo amply endow'd 
as to require no Supplies from the fix'd or 
voluntary Contributions of the People. It is 
computed , that in the Hague upwards of 
100,000 Florins, or 10,000 |. Sterling, are 
annually collected for the Uſe of the Poor, 
the either in the Churches, or from Door to 
Door, and that over and above the fix'd 
Rates , Legacies and Supplies our of the 
publick Treaſury, From the laſt the Poor of 
(4, Neach Parish have 2 or 3-0 |. Sterling a 

ear; and in caſe of a dear Year, or the 


ee Increaſe of the Poor, the Conſiſtory or Veſtry 
oy have only to apply to the Magiſtrate for an 
tha extraordinary Supply of a or 3001. more, which 
In is chearfully, and immediately paid them, 
The LEPER'Ss Hovuss is the laſt of 


bat Iche Hague. It ſtands on the Canal at ſome 
Taft Diſtance from the other Houſes, and is ſur- 
rounded with a Wall. It has a Garden , and 
a ſmall Spire at Top of it, and is now in- 
habited by a private Family. 

There were formerly Houſes of this kind 
in all the Cities of the Netherlands, and in 
thoſe of moſt other Countries. In the middle 
or more temperate Regions of Europe, Ireland, 


one ngland , the Low Countries, Germany, and 
"Mya poland, there was no conſiderable Ton 
ent Nithout them. No longer than a Century 
eat or WO ago, there was only tov much oc- 
N ſion for them. Thoſe Houſes are all now 


either fallen to decay, or inhabited by Particu- 
&. lars 
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lars for the ſake of Retirement and their whol- 
ſom Situation. 

It ſeems no hard Matter to account for 
the Leproſy's being ſo rife formerly, and ſo 
little known at preſent. That lochſom Diſeaſe 
is occaſioned by bad Air, but more eſpecially 
by unwholſom Diet. The Cauſes of bad Air are 
now in a great Meaſure removed amonglt us, 
hy cutting down our large Foreſts, draining 
our Marshes, and cultivating our Lands; 
and it cannot be denied, but we eat more 
wholſom Food, and live better tham our 
Forefathers. Beſides which, Phyſicians , for 
the common good of Mankind, have within 
theſe 5o or 60 Years palt , published a mul- 
tiplicity of little, intelligible Tracts in the 
vulgar Tongue, on Diet and the Nature of 
Food, c. which hardlya Farmer is without: 
So that the meaneſt Perſon of common Senſe, 
without underſtanding the Terms of Art, is 
now capable of diſtinguishing good and bad, 
wholſom and unwholſom Nourishment No 
longer ago than Cromwel/'s Time, the Leproſy 
was very common in Ireland. It was occalioned 
by the People's living much upon unwholſom 
Salmon, that is, when thoſe Fish are out 
of Seaſon. The poor People had them for 
catching, every Riyer and Brook abounding 
with them. The English having got poſleſſion 
of the Counrry , put an effectual ſtop to the 
Uſe of ſuch unwholſom Food , by warning 
the People againſt it , and þy making * 
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Laws to pievent the taking of Salmon at a 
certain Seaſon of the Year, when eating itis 
pernicious to Health. They alſointroduced the 
planting of Coleworts and other Gardenſtuff, 
and allowed each Family a Cow for Milk. the 
poor People in conſequence were immediately 
cured ; and the many Hoſpitals expreſſy built to 
receive the leprous , are now gone to Ruin. 

It is not to be doubted , but the Dutch, 
conſidering the indifferent Air they breathe , 
the wet Soil they live on, and the great 
Quantitities of Fish they devour in all Seafons , 
would contract terrible Diſorders if they did 
not, perhaps by Habit rather than Deſign, 
make uſe of the moſt powerful Antidotes 
againſt them; I mean Greens, Roots, and 
Milk; as alto a Glaſs of Brandy , good Beer, 
and Wine: which are the daily Nourishments 
of both the poor and rich in this Country. 

I shall take occaſion bere to ſay ſomething 
of the Diſeaſes moſt common in Holland; as 
alſo of the Preſervatives againſt , and Remedies 
for them: Things that highly imports Stran- 
gers to be apprized of. 

Every body has heard of Dutch Aguer, and 
their Inveteracy ; tho' I have not obſerv'd 
them to have been either much more rife or 
more malignant than in England for 12 or 
15 Vears paſt. The beſt Preſervative againſt 
them in this damp Climate is a full, but 
not overcharged Stomach. Such as go abroad 
early in the Morning, uſually fortify them 
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ſelves againſt the thick Air, by taking a Dram 


72 


and a Cruſt of Bread, ſome Dishes of Coffee, 
Gingerbread , or ithe like. The ordinary Re- 
medies are not different from ti,oſe made uſe 
of in other Places, as Bitters, Camomile , 
and the Bark : But this laſt Drug is not 
given in ſo large Quantities as in England. 
Vomits, of which the Dutch are very ap- 
prehenſive, are rarely adminiſtred either 
alone, or before the Bark be taken. As this 
is the Practice, it is no Wonder that the 
Patient should find ſo little benefit from 
that Medecine : aud one cannot but be ama- 
zed, how the Phyſicians of this Country 
( where the Art of Medicine is ſo much 
cultivated) can commit ſuch a Blunder in ſo 
obvious a Caſe. 'Tho' Conſtitutions, and 
conſequently the Nature and Degrees of the 
ſme Diſtemper , vary prodigiouſly , and 
perhaps are not exactly the ſame in any two 
Perſons in the World; yet 1 can affirm from 
my own Experience, and that of many others, 
that Vomits alone ( and ſometimes change of 
Air) have proved the molt effectual Speci- 

ficks againſt the Agues of this Country. 
The Dutch think no People are ſo much 
troubled with the Scurvy as they: But they 
miſtake. There are more blotched Faces in 
one Town in England, than in a whole Dntch 
Province; from whence it ſeems probable, 
that eating Fish, ſalt Bacon, and hung Beef, 
with moiſt Air, are not altogether ſo pre- 
| judicial 
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judiclal to che Blood and Juices, as living 
upon Butchers Meat alone. We muſt however 
repeat here, that Roots, Greens and new Milk, 
of which the Diet of the Dutch principally 
conſiſts are ſovereign Antidotes again all 
Diſtempers incident to the Blood. 

The third epidemical Diſtemper of the 
Climate is the Gout, occaſioned chiefly by 
eating too much at Meals, and great Indolence 
after them. Hence the Gout, not only in 
Cicero's, but in all Times, has been reckoned 
the Companion of the rich, as the Ague of 
the poor. Abſtinence and Milk. diet are uſually 
thought the moſt effectual againſt this Diſ- 
temper. But a f young Phyſician of Holland, 


2 Neben, oft late U- nevrhanns imnaninaer 
EX ow ernie , ©0005 Sn, + 44 wes 


he has juſt diſcovered a Cure for this Diſcaſe , 
Which I shall commuuicate to the Reader. It 


conſiſts 

t See Perſpiratio diffa Hippecrati per univerſum corps $ 
anatomice illuſtrata: Auftore Abrahamo Kaau, M. D. Ley- 
dz , 1738. The Doctor gives ſeveral! examples, which 
have ſome Analogy with the abovementioned Method 
of curing the Gout , as that of David in his old Age ga- 
thering new Strength by lying with a young; Girl. This was 
poſſibly the Effect of a kind of Attraction: Homo ex ho- 
mine zrahit , lays our Author, It is certain, the foul 
Diſtemper may be contracted by lying in the ſame Bed 
With one that has it: And the Small-pox is ſtill more 
infectious. An Horſe , or Ox give their Diſeaſe to all 


in the ſame Stable with them. Theſe are Caſes, which 
bear ſome Reſemblance with our Doctor's gouty Perſon ; 
But unfortunately we do not find, that a Man who has 
mnie Small- pox , or any other contagious Diseaſe, gets 
nd of it by communicating it to another, 
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conſiſts in cauſing a Dog to lie at the Feet of 
a Perſon troubled with the Gout ; in conſe- 

uence of which he ſoon finds himſelf eaſed 
of the Diſtemper , whilſt the Dog is ſeized with 
it, which he diſcovers by the agitation he is in, 
and his crying and howling. The Animal, like 
a Loadſtone, attracts to himfelf the morbifick 
Matter of the Gout. There is indeed nothing 
impoſſible in this, or that may not be ratio- 
rally accounted for; and it will be well for 
many, if Practice and Experience confirm it, 
It is perhaps as eaſy to conceive this Effect, 
as that of Pigeons applied alive in Fevers and 
Lunacy to the Head, Feet, and other Extre- 


mities of the Body ; or that in the Itch and 
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Caſes Steel Girdles round the Middle, or the 
Wriſts, and Ancles, are infallible Remedies. 
Some have thought that more People are 
afflicted with the Palfy, and other Diſeaſes of 
the Nerves, in theſe Provinces, than in other 
Countries. And this probably 1s true; for the 
Dutch are continually drinking Tea, and ſet 
no Bounds to the Uſe of that Liquor. Very 
many drink it, and Coffee alſo, three times a 
Day ; the latter being ofien uſed inſtead of a 
Supper: In a Word the People half ſubſiſt upon 
Theſe Liquors; I mean the poorer ſort. They 
have their Tea, ſuch as it is, at the Rate of 
two Shillings a Pound, and Coffee at a Penny 


an Ounce. 
The 
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ADD nnen 
The HAGuk and MADRID 

compared. 


7 bs the Hague and Madrid are often men- 
tioned together, on account of their 
being the greateſt Villages, or Places without 
Walls in Europe, let us here draw a Parallel 
between them in ſome Reſpects. 

Madrid, no more than the Hague, never re- 
ceived the Title of City, as many aſcribe to 
ic thro” miſtake, but is called Villa, a Village 
or Market town. 

It lies in the Heart of a Kingdom, which 
15 1 very proper Situation for a Capital. 55 
the ſeven United Provinces together are of 
no great Extent, ſuch as have occaſion to go 
o the Hague, which lies on one Side of the 
Country, have not above two or three Days 
Journey thither. In reſpect to Situation U- 
trecht has the advantage of it, being in the 
Center of the Provinces. 

Madrid, tho? ſituate Lat. 40, 25. in a ſultry 
Climate, enjoys nevertheleſs good Air in the 
midſt of a fertile Soil. We have only to 
obſerve on this Head, that the hot and d 
Weather of Madrid ſuits beſt with the Con- 
ſticutions of the Natives, as the cold and 
moiſt of the Hague does with thoſe of its In- 


habitants. 
C4 The 


56 THE PRESENT STATE 


The Antiquity of the Spanizb Capital is 
uncertain, and therefore shall not detain us, 

Madrid is of a round or oval Form, and 
in compaſs about eight Miles: The Hague, 
as before obſerved, is near ſix. 
For ſpacious vtreets, fine Openings, and 
Airineſs , the Dutch far exceeds the Spanizh 
Village; but in Uniformity of Buildings is in- 
ferior to it. That great ornament of a City 
is well obſerved at Madrid. ; 

Accordingly the Plaga Major has a Row of 


an hundred and thirty ſix ſtately Houſes, all; 


uniform, with continued Lines of Balconies 
joining to each other, and all exactly alike ; 
no body being allowed to depart, in the 
leaſt, from the Form of Building preſcribed, 
in reſpe& to Windows, Balconies , or any 
Thing elſe contrary to Uniformity. N 
The Nieuwe Uytleg, which is not the moſt 
lofty Street in the Hague, is the only one 
built uniform, and that only on one Side. 
The Prince Graft approaches Uniformity. 
It is ſurprizing that the Dutch, who are 
more attentive to the Beauty and Orna- 
ments of their Towns, than any other People, 
should have ſo little regard to what con- 
ſtitutes ſo eſſential a part of both, and is, 
in reſpect to Places, what Symmetry is in 
Sculpture, and Harmony in Muſick. 
Madrid as far excels the Hague in Magniſi- 
cence , as the Hague does Madrid in Beauty 


and Cleanlineſs. 
The 
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77 
The latter is magnificent in Palaces: The 
| Reader will caſily believe this, when he 


| knows that Philip Il. was very fond of 

| adorning his Capital. The Hague has no 
ſuch royal Builder to boaſt: hat Prin- 
| ce's Father, Charles V. indeed planted a few 


Trees, and did ſome other ſmall things to it. 
The Placa Major, or great Square, men 


tioned juſt before, has nothiug that comes 
near it at the Hague. It is 436 Feet 
one way by 334 , with Piazzas quite round 
it, after the manner of Covent Garden „ 
to shelter People from the Sun and Rain. 
This is the Place where the Bull-feaſts ,, 
and all other publick Shews are kept; and 
it contains So, oo Spectators commodiouſly- 
| The Hef or Court at the Hague, tho" groſs 
aud Gothick , is more lightſom than H 
King's Palace at Madrid; which in other 
| Reſpects is very ſtately , and conſiſts of three 

Courts. 5 PER. 
| The Palaces of the Nobilty and Grandees 
of Spain, whether ancient or modern, are: 

very lofty, and all built with Stone. 
Aranjuez is net ſo ſtately a Building ag: 
Honſlaardyk , but its Gardens, Waterworks ,, 
and native Beauties, being ſituated in an Iſland 
in the midſt of the River, perhaps exceed thoſe: 
ofthe Dutch Palace. The Spamards are never 
weary of expatiating in praiſe of this perfect 
Paradice,. as they call it, chiefly on acedunt 
of what every Village and Cottage in Holland 
C5 $N}OYS 
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enjoys, that is, shady Walks and Wuter; 
J hings however in ſo ſultry a Climate as 
Spain , of great Beauty and Convenience to 
the Natives. In this Place there is ſo much 
Water, that the Trees and Plants are never 
Forched with the heat of the Sun, and are 
always green. 

The Hague has no Place that anſwers the 
Prado at the end of Madrid. It is a de- 
Bghtful Plain ſhaped with Poplar Trees, 
with many curious Fountains in it, and 
the Place of Recreation for all the Inha- 
bitants, who go thither to take the Air, and 
divert themſelves ; the Nobility in their 
Coaches and on Horſeback , and the com- 
mon People on Foot, and uſing ſeveral 
axerciſes. 

At the end of the Prado is a new hand- 
Sm Palace, that anſwers the Houſe in the 
H ood , called El buen Retiro, the good Re- 
zeat , the Kings retiring thither out of the 
Town. It is adorned with the Paintings 
ef: the great Maſters , as well as the Houfe 
in the Wood. 


As to Paintings, Statues, Buſtos, and other 


valuable Curioſities, both ancient and mo- 
dern, Madrid glories in the Spoils of Italy; 
near one half of that Country, for about 
two Ccnturies having belonged to the King 
af Spain, whoſe Viceroys and Governors 
dic not fail to collect all that was fineſt, 
ans to ſend. them. to Spain , either as 

85 | Prefents 
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Preſents to, the King, or the favourite Miniſ- 
ter, or to adorn their own Palaces when 

The Dutch are indebted to no Nation of 
the Earth for adorning their Houfes as to 
Pictures. 

At Madrid the Furniture is rich, at the 
Hague neat. The firſt, after the manner 
of the Italian Palaces, conſiſts of Velvet 
embroidered with Gold, Luſtres of Rock 
Cryſtal , with abundance of antique Buſtos, 
Vaſes, and Statues of, Marble and Braſs ; 
and they have fuch Quantities of Plate, 
the Product of their Indian Mines, as are 
incredible. The Chapels of their Grandees, 
and other principal Nobility , are ſo exquiſitely 
embelish'd, and ſo richly furnish'd, that 
they ſarpaſs all Imagination. The Courts 
and Halls of their Palaces are always fall of 
Domeſticks : At the Hague little of all. this 
is to be ſeen. 

The Draw - bridges over the Canals of the 
latter are neat and beautiful, but much infe: 
rior in Magnificence to the Bridge allied. 
Segovia, over the little River at Madrid: 
To give an Idea of which it ſuffices to ſay, 
that it was built by Philip II. who laid ont 
209,000 Ducats upon it. 

The Hague however abounds infinitely more 
in Water than Madrid; the Yyver, or # 
ſingle Canal, having more Water at alb 
Times than the 2 That Kiver 

& 6 4 
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is almoſt dry in Summer, when the hot 
Seaſon make Water ſo refreshing, and the 
fight of it ſo delightful. This gave a Bis- 
cayner , who ſaw it in Summer, occaſion 
to ſay, That Madrid should eithar buy Mater, 
er ſell their Bridse. 

Ihe exceſſive Heat of the Climate pre- 
vents the Inhabitants of Madrid from adorn- 
ing their Houſes with ſuch lofty Windows, 
and fine Glazing , as is to be ſeen in Hol- 
land, inſtead of which they have generally 
only Lattices. The Houſes of the Nobility 
have glaſs Sashes in Winter, which they 
are obliged to take down during the Summer 
Heats, and to ſupply either with. Lattices 
or Canvas. 

The Number of the Inhabitants of the 
Capital of Spain is not known ; for they 
keep no bills of Mortality, nor is there any 
other known Method amongſt them, to 
enable one to form a probable Calculation. 
Diſcerning Travellers have however taken 
upon them to gueſs, and ſeem to agree, 
that their Number is about fourſcore thouſand: 
Souls.. According to this Eſtimate-, Madrid- 
Has twice as many Inhabitants as the Hague. 
"The former has twelve Squares, or publick 
Places ; and almoſt every Street of the 
later may be conſidered as a beautiful pub- 
tick. blace. The former contains four hun- 
dread: vtrects , but one Street of the latter is 
more {.acivus chan three of them, 

There 
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There are 57 Convents of Men and Wo- 


men, and 22 Hoſpitals and charitable Foun- 
fo dations in Madrid. The general Hoſpital. 


n for all Nations and Diſtempers ſeldom en- 
* tertains leſs than 500, and ſometimes 1000 
Sick. Its conſtant Revenue is about 30, ooo 
e- Ducats , or 15,000 1. Sterling, beſides a 
n- WW great ſum that ariſes from charitable Gifts 
BE and Contributions. 
1 It is as dangerous at Madrid as at Lisbon, 
ly bor a Stranger to be abroad in the Streets. 
ty in the Night-time. On the contrary one 


32 may travel Day or Night in Holland, with- 
er out fear of being robb'd, or otherwiſe 
es moleſted. There is indeed in the Roads 
leading to the Hague , a Patroll of a Ser- 
de. jeant and four Troopers, tho' there is no 
ey manner of occaſion for that Precaution. 
ny The uſual yearly expence of Proviſions 
to. in Madrid is So, co Sheep, 12,900 black 
»nN.. Cattle, 6,000 Kids, 1,000 , Calves, 13,00 
en Hogs, vo, ooo Arrobas , each weighing 
e, 25 Pounds of Oil, and $0,000 of Wine 
nd der Month, beſides an infinite Quantity of 
] wild and tame Fowl. The amount of the 
latter may be ſaid to be known in ſome 
Meaſure , becauſe they pay Duty at the 
Gates when brought in; but there is a 
great Conſumption of all Kinds clandeſtinely: 
introduced. | 
I don't know whether this Computation 
be exact; but there ſeems to be room to 
5 C 7 doubt 
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doubt it, at leaſt in reſpect to the firſt Ar- 
ticles. For the Spaniards, and all the South- 
ern Nations eat little Butchers Meat, That 
they leave to the Nothern People , and 
eſpecially to the English. As to the Conſump- 
tion of the Hague , there is no certain 
Means for knowing it. Tho' the Dutch love 
Scapa Ules at leaſt as well as the Spaniards, 
it is not propable that they shed the Blood 
of half the innocent Creatures laid to the 
Charge of the Jatter. Itmuſt however be 
obſerved , that one Mouthful of Dutch Mut- 
ton goes farther than three of Spanish, upon 
which there is not the leaſt Fat; from whence 
we may judge of the Spanizh Oxen and 
Cows , which require a ranker Paſture than 
Sheep. The Sun burns up all in Spain, 
and hardly leaves a few Herbs to ſupport 
Life in the lean ſtarved Goats on the Clifts 
of the Rocks, whither his Rays do not 
penetrate ſo violently. 

As for the reſt, were the Number of 
the Inhabitants of a Place to be judged from 
its Meat caters, London alone, perhaps, 
would be found to contain more People, 
than the Kingdoms of France and Spain to- 
gether. In that Capital and its Suburbs, 
on a mean Caleulation, there are near 
100,000 black Cattle, and above 700,000 
Sheep conſumed yearly, of which, con- 
fidering the- Largenefs , two would weigh 
at leaſt three of the ſame Species in ite 

otic 
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other two Countries. According to the 
Rule of Proportion , this muſt augment 
the number of black Cattle conſumed in 
London, of the ſize of theirs, to about 130,c00, 
and of Sheep to upwards of g00,co00. To 


| make a tranſient Obſervation : The English 
{ boaſt much of Leaden- hall, and their other 
Butcher markets, to which no other Country 
| has any thing comparable of that Kind ; 


and therefore conclude, that all other Na- 


tions are half-ſtary'd : But they ſeem either 
not to conſider, or not to know, that 
other People have delicate Proviſions for 


the Table, Fish, Fowl, Fruits, Oil, 
&c. (not to mention Wine) in greater plenty 
and perfection than themſelyes ; and that 
ſuch kind of Food is better ſuited to their 
Conſtitutions, than the loads of Butchers. 
Meat, with which they very frequently ſur- 
feit and ruin theirs. 

A more exact Parallel might be draun 
between the Province of Holland and the 
Country of Attica in ancient Greece. Both 
are Republicks, abounding with learned 
and ingenious Men, Merchants and Na- 
vigators. The Fields of Attica were fitter 
for Paſture than Corn. The Athenians were 
fond of planting and adorning their Country 
with Trees.. The Men of Wit and Letters 
aſſembled in shady Walks. In the Time 
of their great Law-giver Solon, the Peo- 
ple conſiſted of four Claſles ; enn, 

a0 | 
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and Mechanicks, Farmers, Graſters, and 
Soldiers. Trade was in great honour 
amongſt them. Solon made good Laws for 
Merchants, and traded himſelſ, as Plutarch 
tells us. In his Time, ſays he, accor- 
« ding to Heſiod, Trade was not thought 
© dishonourable „ nor did it in the leaſt 
& debaſe thoſe who made it their profeſ- 
& ſion: But above all, Commerce was 
« deemed a worthy Calling, that brought 
& Home the good Things enjoyed by. bar- 


© barous Nations, was the occaſion of. 


© the Amity and Alliance with their Kings, 
«© and the Mother. of Experience. Some 
6% Merchants have built great Cities, as- 
« the Founder of Mifflia ( Marſeilles, 
% Toales and Hippocrates traded, and Plato: 
&- defrayed the Expence. of his Travels by 
«- ſelling Oil in Egyps.” ( Plut. in vit, Solon) 
The Athenians invited and encouraged. 
Strangers to ſettle amongſt them, by grant» 
ing them the Privileges of their. City.. 
Epaminondas called Zetia, a Country ad- 
joining to Aitica, the Theatre of Mare. 
The fame Name may be given to Flanders, 
which borders on Holland. Xenophon called 
Epheſus the Work-ſhop of War; an Epithet 
highly ſuiting Amſterdam , as the Manu» 
fatture of Arms. Ammunition, Cc. with 
which it ſupplies the greateſt part of Europe 
and Aſia, makes a conſiderable part of the 
Trade of that great City. 
There 


Of HOLLAND. g 
There is a nearer Reſemblance undoubt- 
edly between the Commonwealth of Holland 
and the little States of Greece, than the lat- 
ter have with any other modern Repub- 
licks , whether the Swiſs Cantons, Venice, 
or Genoa ; the two laſt reſembling them 
fcarce in any thing except the Name. 
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The SOvEREIGN CoURTS 
held at the HAGUE. 


1 Polity or Civil Government of this 
great Republick has been occaſionally 
touch'd upon by many Authors and Voy- 
age writers, but perhaps not with the Order 
and perſpicuity, that a Subje&t of ſuch 
Weight and Importance requires. It muſt 
indeed be own'd, that there are in ſome 
Parts of its Conſtitution certain Intricacies and 


Reſorts , that it is not eaſy to trace: To 


attenant that therefars is noo ans „ä 
—— —g— wawesw 9 a) ad en cue 


Deſign. It shall ſuffice now, to give the 
Reader as clear and exact an Idea as we 
can , of the external Face and Form of the 
Civil Government ; and that is only to be 
done, by conſidering the Sovereign Courts 
which are held at the Hague. 

The Government of the ſeven Provinces, 
which compoſe the Republick, is veſted in 
the STATES GENERAL, and under them 
in the COUNCIL OF STATE. 

The Aſſembly of the STATES GENERAL 
conſiſts of the Deputes of each Province. 
The States of Guelderland have the firſt Voice, 
thoſe of Holland the ſecond , of Zealand the 
third, of Nrecht che fourth, of Frie/land the 
6 fifch, 
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fifth , of Overyſſel the ſixth, and of Groninghen 
the ſeventh. hey ſend as many Deputies as 
they pleaſe, but the Deputies of each Province 
have but one Voice; and each preſides week- 
ly in its turn, in order to maintain its reſpec- 
tive Sovereignty and Equality. Ihe Perfon 
beſt qualified, is choſen Preſident pro tempore 
out of the Deputies of each Province. 'I his 
Aſſembly declares War, makes Peace, gives 
Audience to foreign Miniſters, and nominates 
Ambaſſadors co the ſeveral Courts of Europe. 
But none of theſe things are done, till the 
Deputies have firſt conſulted the States of their 
reſpective Provinces, and received their Order; 
For without their Confent all they tranſact is 
void, and the Member, who should preſume 
to act any thing ot 1mpJrcgnco von their 
own Authority , would moſt certainly loſe their 
Heads. Thus this Aſſembly, which is called 
Sovereign, only repreſents the W 
| an 


* Sir W. Temple obſerves, that this fundamental Ar- 
ticle was never broke through, except in 1688. when 
he himſelf prevailed on the States General (for the pre- 
ſervation of Flanders, at that Time invaded, and much 
of it conquered by France) to conclude three Treaties, 
in five Days , without having recourſe to the Provinces , 
which muſt likewiſe have conſulted their ſeveral Cities, 
&c. Sir William however owns, that the States Genefal 
endanger'd their Heads by this Step, had the Provinces 
diſepproved it; but being unanimous , and knowing their 
Country's Intereſt required it, they ventured it; for which 
they were applauded, and thank'd by every Province, 
having there by changed the Face of the Affaits of Chriſ- 
undom, and for that Time broke the French King's 
Mcalures, 
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and eſſentially differs from the Parliament of 
Great Britain, of which the Members are ina 
manner Principals, and may act independently 
of the Counties that de puted them; their only 
Punishment, when they do amiſs, being the 
Diſgrace they ſuffer on the part of their Con- 
ſtituents, on being laid aſide at the next-Elec- 
tion. It is this Form of Government that ren- 
ders the Reſolutions of the Republick ſo tedi- 
ous and dilatory, as to tire the Patience of the 
Powers, who have Affairs to negotiate with 
the States, and whoſe happier Conſtitution, in 
this Point, admits of ſpeedier Reſolutions, This 
flow Method of proceeding, tho'attended with 
Difadvantages, has alſo its Advantages. It 
affords Leiſure for mature Deliberation and 
Caution and is ſometimes an unexceptlonable 
Pretext for protracting Time, and waiting 
Events. Every body knows, that Affairs are 
not determined in this Aſſembly by plurality 
of Voices, but Provinces; and each Province 
of all the Provinces; and each Province 
again muſt. have the unanimous Conſent of 
all their Towns, of whoſe Deputies the Pro- 
vincial States are compoſed. Thus the De- 
Puties of the States General are but a kind 
of mbaſſadors from their reſpective Provinces, 
aſſembled to hold Conferences for the publick 
Good, but without any Powers to eſtablish any 
thing, except ſuch as are from time to time 
remitted to them by their Principals. 

The CouxNciL or STATE is Compoſed 
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of eleven Members, or Deputies; one from 
Guelderland, three from Holland, two from 
Zealand, one from Utrecht, two from Friesland, 
one from Overyſjel, and one from Groningen. 
The Nobility have alſo a Deputy in it. Some 
of thoſe Deputies are for Life, and others 
for three or four Years, as their reſpective 
Provinces think fit. This Council puts the 
Reſolutions of the States General in Execution, 
propoſes to them the moſt expedient Means 
for raiſing Troops and Money , gives out 
Pasſports, diſpoſes of the Revenues, ſuper- 
intends the Army, Works, and Fortreſles , 
as alſo the Government and Affairs off all 
the conquer'd Places in Flanders and Brabant. 
Towards the End of every Year this Council 
form an Eſtimate of the Expences they think 
neceſſary for the Year following, which they 
lay before the States General, and deſire them 
to demand the Conſent of the States Provin- 
cial, that the Money may be raiſed according 
to their reſpective Quotas; which * Quotas, 
in the proportion of aliquot Parts of 100 J. 
dterling, ſtand thus: 
Guelderland 7 Friesland 17 
Holland 42 Overyſſtl 7 
Lealand 13 Groninghen 8 
Utrecht 8 

To 


* According to an approved Weiter Livee van Aitx- 
ma, He wrote about the Year 1668. ficce waen 
nere has been no Alteration made: in the tat of the 
Fereral Provinces, | 
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To theſe two Sovereign Councils of the Re. 
publick may be added a third, that of the 
Admiralty, which is ſubdivided into five Col- 
leges, or Courts. Three of theſe are in Hol. 
land ; one at Amſterdam, one at Rotterdam , and 
the third at Zorn; the fourth is at Middelbur; 
in Zealand, and the fifth at Harlingen in Frieſland 
Each of theſe Courts conſiſts of ſeven Depu— 
ties; four of that Province where the College 
reſides, and three nominated by the other Pro- 
vinces. Great Britain has but one Court of Ad- 
.miralty ; but the maritime Provinces of the Re. 
publick will have each their reſpective Court, 
as a mark of their Sovereignity, and in ſome 
ſenſe of their Independency of each other. 

The STATES PROVINCIALAare compoſed 
of the Deputies of the Nobility, and of the 
Towns, which in ſome Meaſure anſwers our 
Houſes of Lords and Commons. 

The States of the Province of Holland have 
nineteen Votes, of which the Nobility, who 
ſend as many Deputies as they pleaſe, have 
the firſt, and the Cities the other eighteen, 
The ſmalleſt of thoſe Cities, Gorcum, Schiedam, 
the Briel, and Purmerend, have an equal Voice 
in this City with Amſterdam , tho” the lat- 
ter pays almoſt half the Expences of the 
whole Province; as the Province of O- 
veryſſel has an equal Voice in the States 
General with that of Holland, which pays 
above two fifths of the Charges of the 


United Provinces. Much in the ſame many 
the 
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the City of London, which puys at leaſt 
one third of the publick Expences, is allow- 
ed no more than four Voices in the Legis- 
lature. The Deputies of Holland are elected 
out of the Magiſtrates and Senate of each 
Town, in what number they pleaſe; but all 
have only one Voice. They are maintained 
at the Charge of their reſpective Towns; and 
one of the Burge-maſters, with the Penſio- 
nary of each City , are uſually of the num- 
ber. . They meet in the Court ar the Hague 
in February, Fune, September, and Novem- 
ber. In the firſt Seſſions they fill up vacant 
Offices on the Civil Lift , and dispoſe of the 
. vacant Commiſſions in ſuch Regiments as are 
oſed upon the Eſtablichment of the Province. 
the MW ihey alſo renew the Farms of the Taxes, 
our confult upon the common affairs of the 

Province, and make up ſuch Differences as 
have may have aroſe between Towns. In No- 
who Wl vember they aſſemble about the Quota ſettled 
have by the States General for the Expences of 

the Republick for the enſuing Year. 
dam, This Province has alſo a Council of State 
/ oice MW (called in Dutch De Gecommitteerde Raden, 
lat: the Committee of Council) which executes 
the the Reſolutions, &c. of the States of the Pro- 
f O- vince. It conſiſt of one Deputy from the Nobi- 


Yates WE lity, one from each of the eight principal Cities, 
Pays and one from three of the ſmaller Towns, 
the of which each chuſes the Deputy in its turn. 

anner When the States General come to a Reſo- 


the lation, 
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lation, they ſend ſome of their Body to their 
reſpective Provinces with it and tneir Reaſons, 
and deſire Orders concerning it, which are ge- 
nerally granted; hut not till the Provincial De- 
puties have ſent ſome of their number to their 
reſpective Towns, in order to their Conſent. 
Hence it is evident, that the real Sovereignty 
of the Commonwealth veſts where one would 
leaſt expect to find it; that is, neicher in the 
States General, nor States Provincial, but in 
the Towns or People, en dernier Reſort. With- 
out the Conſent of every one, even to the 
ſmalleſt of theſe Towns , nothing can take 
effect either in the States General, or Provin; 


Cial. This is an enormous Detect in this Con- 
| ſti- 
Some have thought, that William I, Prince of 
Orange, who tounded the Commonwealth, took in io 
many littie Towns, in order to balance the greater. of 
whom he could not be ſure, Others ſay with more 
reality, that he was forced to it, to induce them to 
concur more heartily in the War, as they were to have 
ſuch a Share in the Government for the future. But 
let 'us hear the States themſelves upon this Head, 
% For the end (ſay they) that every one might share 
« in the Government, we have granted to Many ſmall 
% Towns , Which formerly were not called to the general 
« Aſſemblies, the Privilege of ſending Deputies , and taking 
part in the Adminiſtration of all Affairs, that they mzy 
« in effect more willingly ſupport the payment of the 
« Taxes, which themſelves shall think fit to impole.” 
See the Proclamation of the States of Holland, and WeſtFrieſland 
concerning the ancient Right of the Commonwealth of Holland 
n ade at Haerlem Oftober 16, 1587, It is worth obſerving 
particularly here, that the Cauſe of this ſolemn Proclamation, 
or, as it may more properly be called, Declaration, was 
ſome Perſons crying up the ancient Counts of Holland, 
and Statholders, who they fancied had ſucceeded them. 
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eir ſitution. It were certainly ſufficient, if two 
ns, WW thirds concurr'd to a H eſolution; in Effect of 
ge- which the Common wealth could not but be 
e- more ſecure againſt Contingencies. For at 
aer preſent the Corruption of any one ſinall Town 
It, may put the publick Affairs into great, and 
n'y even fatal Diſorder: And one would think 
uld That no difficult Matter for a foreign Mi- 
the niſter to effect by ſecret Agents, and Philip 
t in of Macedon's Key to the Towns of Greece. 
ich- Yet to the great praiſe of this Veople , we 
the N ennot but obſerve, that the ſtricteſt Enqui- 
ake Wrer would find it 9 difficult, if not 
vil; impoſſible, to produce a ſingle Inſtance of 
On- ſuch vile Corruption in any of theſe Towns. 
ſti- Moſt of them are independent, and in 
e of Ia manner ſo many little Republicks. Their 
Government is Ariſtocratical : So that the 
ſo much boaſted Liberty of the Dutch is 
not to be underſtood in the general and 


une Nabſolute Senſe, but cum grano ſalir. The 
lead, MBurgo- maſters and Senate compoſe the So- 
Share Wereignty ; and, on a Vacancy by Death, 


he Burgo- maſter would be highly offended, 
f any petulant Burgher preſumed to murmur 


aking . . . 2 þ- 

m2y t his filling it up with one of his own 
1. Sons, or Relations. The Gouvernment 
0 


of moſt of the Cities in conſequence has 
ontinued in a few good Families from im- 
emorial Time: And ſo great is the Awe 
df che Magiſtrate, and Perſon in Power in 
is free Republick, _ the Citizens, any 1 
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in their private or collective Capacities , do 
not care to attempt putting Things into any 
other Order than they found them. 

Upon the whole, this State is not (0 
properly a Commonwealth, as a Confede. 
racy of ſeven ſovereign Provinces for their 
mutual Defence; and each of thoſe Province 
may be ſubdivided into ſo many little State: 
or Cities, leagued together tor their common 
Intereſt and Safety. 

This K epublick has a near Reſemblance 
to the Achean League, which conſiſted of 
ſeveral independent States and Cities allied 
together for their mutual Defence. Each o 
them had been govern'd by ſingle Perſons, 
Who having abuſed their Power limited by 
Law, were degraded, and expell'd out thei: 
Country. Thoſe Cities then form'd them. 
ſelves into ſo many Commonwealths , and 
enter'd into a League to ſtrengthen them: 
ſelves. This new State , which had 2 
leaſt the Face of Liberty, became the 
common Aſylum of its Neighbours, and 
immediately grew populous , rich , and 
powerful. The greateſt Kings courted he! 
Amity , and honour'd her with -folemn Em 
baſſies. She had a. fix'd Place, where tht 
Deputies of the Cities aſſembled to delibe 
rate on the common Affairs of the League 
They choſe alſo a Chief, whom they cl 
led Pretor ; who govern'd conformably ti 
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the Allies, and was at the ſame Time 
their Capitain General. The League had 
alſo a Miniſter of State. Their Prætor in- 
deed was only annual ; in which ſingle Cir- 
cumſtance the Reſemblance between the Con- 
federate States of Greece and the United Pro- 
vinces does not bold good. 

The Miniſter of State of the ancient ; 
anſwers to the Office of Great Penſionary 
of the modern, League. A certain great 
Writer calls him only the Servant of the 
Republick , becauſe the Deputies of the 
Provinces take place of him: But perhaps 
he does not deſerve that Appellation mere- 
ly on that Account. As the Deputies of 
the Provinces repreſent the Sovereignty of 
the State , they have a right to take place 
of any of her particular Miniſters ; as Kings 
in right of Sovereignty take place of all 
others. No Office, in my Opinion , is 
more laborious than that of Great Penſionary 


of Holland; in which reſpect it far exceeds 
that of a Miniſter of State in other Govern- 
ments. He not only does the Duties of Mi- 
niſter , but is obliged to aſſiſt at all the So- 


vereign Councils of the Republlck, to pre- 


pare Matters for them, and to have a great 
Share in their Conſultutions. 


And yet this 
State has never wanted great Men to fill ſo 


laborious and extenſive an Office. They muſt 
be equally verſed in the Laws and Politicks 
and Perſons of fine Addreſs and Elocution. 
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He is the Director and particular Miniſter 
of the College of the Nobles, and oſten 
their Interpreter : He is the Orator of the 
Stare, in and a Word ihe primum mobile, and 
Soul of the Republick. it is ſurprizing , that 
the Dutch have no Hiſtory of their Great 
Pen ſionaries; tho? indeed it would Le a Diff. 
cult Lask to compile one. In Common- 
wealths the Authors of the wiieſt Counſ-ls 
and Enterprizes are concealed, and con- 
founded with the many ; and were they or 
their Friends to declare themſelves , it would 
be deemed criminal Arrogance , and ambi- 
tious Oſtentation, and render them the Ob- 
je&s of much Je louſy and Fnvy. De Vitis 
Imprudence , and Cuſtom of boatting did 
not a little contribute to his Deſtruction. In 
Kingdoms the Authors aol as publick Mea- 
ſures are not unknown. Grotiusr's ® Remark 
on this Head is worth reading. 

The other laborious office of the State is 
that of the Griffizr, or Secretary to the States 
General: But it is the moſt beneficial in 
Holland. | 

We have hitherto barely mentioned the 
Nobility, who have a very conſiderable Share 
in the Government of the Republick. They 

form 


* In regnis maximarum rerum udminiſtri non latent: it 
Baravis canct a conſilii nomine berſcriluntur, authorum null 
memoria ; quos eſi noveres , laudani: locum ambitioſe qut 
ſiſſe videaris , nec plurium vites offenſas , quibus aliena glei 
pro . ignavie eff. Grot, Lib, VII. Hiſt, ad Aus. 
1599. 
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form a diſtin Houſe or College in each Pro- 
vince. They ſend Deputies to all the Coun- 
cils, both of the States General and Provincial. 
In the Council of State their Deputy is Pre- 
ſident, and generally for Life: And in the 
States General they have the firſt Vote which 
gives them great weight in the Affairs in delibe- 
ration. They have alſo Deputies in the Court 
of Admiralty and the other Councils, in which 
they have always the Precedency. They no- 
minate a noble Counſellor in the ewo high 
Courts of Juſtice ; and what is ſtill more than 
all theſe honorary Offices they have a Right 
to, and actually poſſeſs the beſt Charges, 
both Civil and Military. 

Two or three Centuries ago the United 
Provinces had a numerous and powerful No- 
bility , whoſe Names make a great figure in 
the Annals of their Country. They were 
Sovereigns within themſelves, could levy lit- 
tle Armies, Ce. ſo that, next to the Prince 
of Oran e, throwing off the Spanish Yoke, 
and aſſerting the Liberties of the People, 
may be juſtly aſcribed to their Valour and 
great Riches, which they chearfully expen- 
ded in fo glorious a Cauſe. Not a few of 
them fell in thoſe- Wars. Others on the 
change of Religion, retired out of the Coun- 
try; and ſome thro? Misfortunes, from which 
no human Condition is exempt, fell into Ob- 
ſcurity, and were confounded with the Peo- 
ple. In conſequence the Number of the No- 
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bility is not great at this Day, and even 
ſome of them not of Dutch Extraction. gra- 
land, in effect of its nearneſs to Flanders, 
was ſo much expoſed in the Wars, that all 
the Nobility were cut off, except the Prince 
of Orange, who as Marqueſs of Ter-veer and 
Vlis/inge, is now the only Nobleman of the 
Province. There are ſeveral Nobles in Guel- 
derland and Overyſſel, of which the Graaf or 
Count de Pelderen is one of the moſt conſi- 
derable. The Provinces of Frieſland and Gro- 
ninghen , which lie remote from the Iheatre 
of War , abound with a ſplendid Nobility : 
Nor is the Province of Utrecht without them, 
Prince Maurice of Orange , who died with- 
out marrying in 1625, had by Madam De 
Mechien, Lewis, Lord of La Leck, Beverwert, 
and Odyk who dying in 1665, left Children 
that have formed three Branches, Naſſau, 
La Leck , Odyk, or Zeift, and Owwerkerke. 
They are ſettled in this Province on the 
Foot of Nobles, have great Eſtates, and 
very fine Seats. In the Province of Holland 
there are only ſeven Nobles, the J/aſſenaecrs, 
who are divided into ſeveral Branches, ander 
Duin, Boetſelaer , Hompeſch , Sommelſdyck, 
Schagen, &c. The preſent Nobility are in 
general lofty, brave , human , Lovers of 
their Country, and Men of Learning. They 
deſcend from a very ancient , and ſplendid 
Lineage, many of whom shed their Blood 
in the Cauſe of Liberty , and thereby danken 
te 
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ted it entire to their Poſterity. Their Names 
and Actions fill the Annals of their Country. 

The Dutch Nobility ſeem to obſerve a Me- 
dium between the Loftineſs of thoſe of the 
ſame Rank in ſome Countries, and the Mean- 
neſs of others. The Tralian Nobility do not 
ſcruple to trade : The French are nicer ; yet 
they make no difficulty to marry a 'Trades- 
man's Daughter, if she be rich, and thereby 
capable of repairing a shatter'd Eſtate. The 
Britich Nobility do not differ from the French 
in this reſpect. The Germans abhor Trade; 
and perhaps in effect of the general barba- 
rous Conſtitution of their Country , Tyrant 
and Slave, diſdain to mingle their Blood with 
that of baſe Plebeians, tho' their Brethren 
of Nature. 

M. Pander Heim is now Great Penſionary. 
He ſucceeded M. Fan Slingeland in 1737. as 
the latter did M Hoornbeech ten Years before. 
NM. Vander Heim was formerly Counſellor, 
and Treaſurer general. He is as able, and more 
mild and affable than his Predeceſſor, Hoorn- 
beeck ſucceeded Heinſius, who was Penfionary 
during tho laſt general War: His Predeceſſors 
were bapel, De Witt. , Barnevelt , &c. 

John Henry De Waſſenaer , Lord of Obdam 
is Keeper ofthe Seals, Statholder and Regiſter- 
general of the Fiefs of Holland and Jeſt Fries- 
land. Charles Lewis has the Office of grand 
Bailiff of the Hague, and M. Adam Adriaen 
Vander Duin isGreatForeſter of Holland. Theſe 
D 4 ; two 
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two firſt Offices became vacant on the Death 
of H. De Boetſtlaer , which Gentleman and 
M. Slingeland were at the Head of the Repub- 
lick for a conſiderable Time. They both died 
in 1726, within a few Days of each other. 
Grifi.r , or Secretaty Fagel, is the Idol 
of the People, and one of the principal 
Ornamems and beſt Heads of the Repub- 
lick. He is an Encourager of learned Men, 
and a Perſon of extenfive Learning him- 
ſelf. The Preſs conſiders him as one of its 
Chief Supports , becauſe he is ſure to have 
every thing of Merit which it produces. He 
has a very noble Library , fine Paintings , 
and a Cabinet of the moſt valuable ancient 
and modern Curioſities, all which he takes 
a pleaſure in shewing to the curious 
Stranger. He is now very old, and the 
Day of his Death wilt be one of univerſal 
Lamentation at the Hague, and throughout 
the Provinces. He has been a long Fime 
in this honourable Poſt. I have ſeen a 
Letter to him from #landers, wrote by Ou- 
 averkerke ſome few Days before that great 
General's Death. The Family of Fagel has 
iven ſeveral able Stateſmen' to the Repub- 
tick. The Great Penſionary Fagel ſucced- 
ed De Witt ina very arduous Conjuncture. 
The good underſtanding that ſubſiſted be- 
tween him and the Prince of Orange 


(K. William III.) very much contributed 


to the preſervation of the State, after 
| : It 


| marrying ancther Princeſs Royal of Greas 
Britain, whoſe Virtues and fine Qualities 


— 
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it had in a manner been reduced to its luſt 
Gaſp , thro” the imprudent Jealouſies, and 
violent Meaſures of his Predeceſſor. 

It remain now for us to (peak of that 


Illuſtrious Perſonage, WILLIAM CHARLES 
* Fr1zo , Prince of ORANGE, hereditary 
Statholder of Frie/land , and Statholder of 
the Provinces of Groninghen and Guelderland. 
He ſuſtains with great Dignity the Glory 
of his Anceſtors, and reſembles one of 
the greateſt of his Houſe in many Things, 
but in none. more than his. Virtues and 
Suſſerings. Like Villiam III. Prince of C- 
range, and King of Great Britain, he was 
a a poſthumous Son, an Orphan before he 
aw the Light of this World. Like him, 
| he no ſooner came to the Years of Matu- 
| rity , than he met with very hard Ufage 
| from the ſame Quarter; a Quarter from 
which one could leaſt have expected it. He 

his borne all with true Magnanimity , a 
| Greatneſs of Mind ſuperior to Fortune, and 
| Reſignation to Divine Providence, which 
never abandons thoſe who confide in it: 
| and thus reſembles his great Predeceſſoꝝ 
both in Profperity and Adverſity. He Has 


added nev/ Luſtre to his great Houſe, by 


do honour to her auguſt Pirth, as her Pre- 


| fence does to every Country where sfte re- 


Like WILLIAM, be has @ quick 
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iſcernment and ſolid Judgement; is mu- 
ificent , ſerene, and temperate ; and ſo 

moderate in reſpect to Titles and Honours, 

as to neglect thoſe he has the juſteſt Right to. 

It is uſual for Strangers of any Note, 

whether of the British Nation or others, to 

paſs ſome Days at the Court of the Prince, 
and to pay their Compliments to their High- 
neſſes. lhe Court during the Summer is at 

Breda, a fine ſtrong City of Brabant, which, 

with its large Territory, containing ſeventeen 

conſiderable Villages, came to the Houſe of 

Naſſau by Marriage , about the Year 14co. 

/ King 
On a gold Medal of about 6 Guineas in value, ſtruck 

upon the Prince's being clected Statholder of Guelderland 

and Groninghen , is repreſented his Highneſs's Head with 
only this Legend, ih. Car. Henr, Friſo, D. G. Pr. 

Aur. & Naſſ, Gub. her, Friſie: The other two Provin- 

ces being omitted. The ſame Modefly appears on the 


Reverſe , which has only the Arms of the Cities of 


Fru land, with theſe Words: Inf, Pr. Aur. et Nafſ, 
Urb, Eriſia. 

.. On the large Medal, value about 10 Guineas , which 
was ſtruck on the Prince's Marriage in 1734, are re- 


preſented the Heads of their Serene and Royal Highs 


'weſles, with theſe few Words, Friſia ſic gloria cra{cit. 


On the Reverſe is an Altar with two blaming Hearts on 


n, and on the Side of it a Pediment, with the Arms 


of Great Britain, and Brunſwick Lunenburgh , and thoſe 
of Naſſau Orange. The Altar is ſupported by the Lion 
and Unicorn, On the right of it is an Orange- tree, 
and on the left a Phenix in Flames, the Emblem of 
ardent and conſtant Love. The Legend is, Tu wota, 
Jeu, dediſl, The Word Jehovah is in Hebrew 
 Chajtafters ,. ſurrounded with a Gloy shedding benign 
is fen the Altar below, The Year of Mariage | 
mak d ML CCXXXIV, f 
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Loo in Guelderland , for the ſake of H 
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King William rebuilt the Caſtle a la modern. 


It forms a very beautiful Square of Free-tone - 


and is adorned with fine Gardens and a Park. 


In Autumn the Court goes to Dieren and 
unting ; 
and uſually paſſes the Months of October and 


November at Oranje-wout , another of his High- 
| neſs's Country Houles, ſome few 1 


| Leuwarden , in which City he reſides during 
the Winter. 


-eagues from 
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4 PARALLEL between the PowRR of a 
STATHOLDER and that of a KING 
of Great Britain. ba 


Þ Regal Digni- ux Dutch in ull 
ty is an eſſential Times were go- 
part of the Britich verned by Sovereigns: 
Conititution 3 Britain In thoſe ofthe Romans 
having never. been by Chieftains or Gene- 
without a King but rals ; in the middle 
once, whenthe Con- Ages by their Counts; 
Titution was diſſolved. and 200 Years a g0 
Pg by the Dukes of Bur- 

gundy, and their Heirs, 

the Emperors. of Ger- 

many, and Kings of 

Spain. On the latter's 

inhuman Uſage, and 

breaking the original 

Contract, they threw 

off their tyrannical 

Yoke-,. and declared 

the dovereignity va- 

eant ; but inſtead of 

forming themſelves in- 

to a Commonwealth, 

they elected the uke 

ef Alanſon, the K of 

Hunce's younger Bro- 

ther 
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ther, their* Sovereign. 
After his Retreat and 
Death, the Provinces 
being again without a 
Sovereign, they offered 
to transfer their Alles 
giance to Qucen + li- 
zabeth. Hence it ap- 
pears, that the Dutch 


formed themſelwves firſt 
into a Commonwealth, 


becauſe they could not 
have a Sovereig of 
their own, bo was a- 
ble and willi. g to pro- 
tect them: to that their 
inſtituting a Repvblick 
was aceidental, and ra- 
ther a Matter of neces- 
ſity chan choice. Since 
then , ſeveral of the 
Provinces, particularly 
Holland and £Lealand,, 


have oftered their So- 


vereignty to thePrinces 
of Orange; but thoſe 
excellent Princes have: 
always re fuſed it. Thoſe 
Wo 
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two Provinces howe: 
ver made the Stathol- 
dership hereditary in 
the Perſon of Y/illam 
III. Prince of Orange, 
afterwards King of 
Great Britain , and his 
Heirs male. 
The Crown of Great The Statholdershi 


Britain is hereditary. is elective, and yet ſo 


far hereditary , that the 
Dutch, from the invin- 
cible Ties of Gratitude, 
Affection, and Intereſt, 
have always continued 
that Diguity in the 
N Houſe of Orange. 
The King has the The Stadholder is 


abſolute diſpoſal of all Captain General, and 
the Forces by Sea and Admiral of the Forces 
Land, and commands of the State, but with 


Marches, Sieges, Bat- a Power ſo limited, 


tles, and Fortifications, that he can neither or- 
with unlimited Power. der a March, lay a 


He has alſo the ſame Siege, or fight a Battle, 
in reſpe& to Military without Leave firſt 
Commands, had from his Maſters 
: ; the states, who have 
their Deputies in the 
Camp , that are the 
ſole Depoſitories of the 
Secrets, and Aden 
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of the Republick. The 
General receive Or- 
ders, to which he is 
obliged to pay impli- 
cit * obedience, from 
them. He has not the 
+ abſolute diſpoſal of 
all Military Commands 
in all the Provinces. 
Beſides, as he is abſo- 
lately dependent on 
each of them, and in 
a great Meaſure on 
every Town of them, 
which conſtitute the ſu- 


preme 

In the late general War theſe State Deputies were 
a mighty eye-ſore to P. Eugene and the D. of Aarlbe- 
rough, The Prince being asked one Day , how it came 
to paſs, that Alexander the Great and other Heroes 
made ſo a rapid Progreſs in one Lear, and now all the 

eateſt Generals could do, was to take a Town or two 
in a Campaign ? he replied , the reaſon was, becauſe 
Alexander and the ancient Conquerors had no Deputies 
from the States General in their Camps. It muſt be con- 
feſſed , that thoſe Gentlemen are a great Clog on wiſe 
and experienced Generals, but in the Caſe of young 
and rash Captains, they may ſometimes be a neceſſary 
Curb. It is however to be obſerved, that thoſe Depu- 
ties, Whether in the Army or the Fleet , are generally 
not only Peiſons of great Abilities, but have alſo been 
Generals and Admirals themſelves. Thus a De Witt and 
a Goſtinga , ated at the ſame time as able Admirals aud 
Generals , as well as State Deputies. 

+ Gubernator ( the Stathelder) tempore belli diſpenſar 
munera militiz , ſed non omnia ; aliaq; agit intra limites 
fingularum (provinciarum) comprehenſos, Ev. Orton, Rev 
lamp, Europa. p. 477: 9 
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preme Legpeſlature 
commonprudencepre- 
vents him from diſpo- 
ſing of Military Ho- 
nours as he pleaſes, 
and obliges him to be- 
ſtow them with che ap- 
probation of his Ma- 
ſters, who ask them 
for their Friends and 
Relations, and are not 
to be refuſed. In the 
Civil Liſt he has not ſo 
much as the Nomina- 
nation of an Exciſe- 
officer, 'I hoſe are ap- 
pointed by the Magi- 
ſtrates, as at Fenice, 
and neither by the Stat- 
holder, nor the Doge. 


The King has Power The Statholder has 
to pardon Criminals the ſame. 
condemned. 


He has not Powerto In ſome of the Pro- 
put in or turn out vinces the Statholder 
the Magiſtrates of chuſes the Magiſtrates 


Boroughs K. James upon the nomination 
II attempted ro aſſume of the Towns: For 
this Power, which con- they return three to 
tributed, amongſt other him, out of whom he 
arbitrary Froceedings ,. ele&s one. In conjunc- 
ta his wn Expuificn ton wich the States of 

be 2 
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The King however ap- Province he can alſo 
points Lords Lieute- turn out a Magiſtrate. 
nants of Counties, (a 

kind of nominal Go- 

vernors) Sheriffs, c. 

who all act under che 

Royal Commiſſion. 

The King conſtitutes The Statholder has 2 
one third of the Legis- Seat or Votes in the Aſ- 
lature, and preſides at ſemblies of the States. 
all Times by his Chan- He has a Share in their 
cellor in Parliament. Deliberations, nor do 

they communicate uny 
thing, however mi- 
nute, him. 


The King repreſents The States General 
the Authority and Dig- repreſent the Sove- 
nity of the State. reignity and the Stat- 

holder the Dignity of 
the States. 

The King nominates The States General 
Ambaſſadors to foreign nominate Ambaſſadors. 
Courts, who corres- The ſecret Affairs of 
pond only with him Europe are communi- 
and his Miniſters. Only cated only to them. 
they have Intelligence 
of the ſecret Affairs of 
Europe. 

Ihe King and his The Statholders by 
Miniſters only _ order of the Stares org 

and I 
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and ſign all Treaties of ſometimes ſigned pub- 

Peace, Alliances, &c. lick Treaties in con- 

which are not ratified junction with them, to 

in Parliament , being give them the greater 

valid without that. Eclat, not to make them 
the more authentick, 
or add more Authority 
to them. 

The Prerogatives of The Prerogatives of 
the Crowa are fixed. the Statholder are al- 

y terable, neither are 

they the ſame in any 

| two of the Provinces. 

The King has a Re- The Appointments 

venue of 7 or 800,000 of the Statholder are 
1. per Ann. very inconſiderable. 

The Splendor of the The Statholders in 
Throne keeps the Sup- many reſpects are ona 
ject at conſiderable dis- Level, and in ſome ſort 
tance. | confounded with the 

Subjects of the Repub- 
| lick. 

Both King Villiam The Statholders by 
and Queen Anne once their great patrimorial 
appropriated part of Revenues from their 
their Revenues to the Lands, ſovereign Prin- 
Exigencies of the Pub- cipalities, and Lordsbip- 
blick. in France, Germany, Bur. 

gundy, and ſeveral Parts 
of the United Provin- 
ces, have often beenof 
the greateſt Service to 

theit 
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g 
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their dear Country. P. 
William l. of Orange, 
« the Father * of his 


Several ofourKings 
have either been pas- 
ſive,or actuallyin ſecret 
Leagues with, and in 
the pay of the Enemies 
of their Kingdoms, 


* Pater patriæ „ qui 


ſuorum , validiſſimos exercitus Zre 


vr 


% Country, who pre- 
0 ferred the Proſperity 
* of Holland to that of 
* himſelf and his Fa- 
% mily, twice raiſed 
e and brought in a 
« ſtrong Army at his 
«© own Expence.” This 
the States General de- 
clare in the Inſcripton 
of the Mauſoleum , 
which they cauſed to 
be erected to that 
Man at Delft. 

The Statholders have 
all had the moſt temp - 
ting Offers made them 
and their Family's , if 
they would recede in 
the leaft from their 
Engagements to their 
t K but they re- 
jected them all with a 
generous Diſdain, and 
would have no other 
Friends nor Enemies, 

but 


Belgii fortunis ſuas poſthabuit et 


plurimùm privato bis 


conſcriplit , bis induxit, See the Epitaph at large below, 
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but thoſe ofthe Repub. 
lick. As it was a Child 
of their own , they 
could not help having 
an Affection for it, and 
being ready at all Times 
to ſacrifice their Lives 
and all Things in de- 
fence of it. They were 
' the Authors and Main- 
tainers of its Liberties, 
firſt againſt the Tyran- 
ny of Spain, and laſtly 
. againſt a ſtill more for- 
midable Enemy at its 
Door, who had opened 
himſelf a Paſſage into 
the Heart of its Domi- 
nions. 


MAXIM; 
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SSS 


MAXIMS and INTERESTS of 


the REPUBLICK. 


ROM What we have juſt obſerved is evi- 
dent, how much it is tor the Intereit of 


| the Dutch to cherish and lupport a Houſe, 


of whoſe Abilities, Faith, and Affection 
they have long had ſucu shining and glo— 
rious Proofs, and to whic.: under Gop they 
are entirely indebted for their Commence- 
ment, Defence, Protection, and Proſperi- 
ty. The innate Ablicrrence of Tyrants, and 
prevailing Paſſion for reducing the Power of 
the formidable Enemy cf theſe Provinces , 
have ſuffered no Diminution in the Perſon of 
tie Heir of that illuſtrious Houſe. A wiſe 
People should redouble their Endeavours to 
ſupport and defend it, in proportion to thoſe 
of ſo potent an Adverſary to reduce and 


crush it; there being no ſurer Sign of the 


Importance of a Family or Perſon to a State, 
than the indefatigable Efforts of its grand E- 
nemy to ruin , or removethem out of the Way, 
The numberleſs Inſults and terrible Invations 
of this Country from that Quarter , and the 
imminent Dangers it is ſtill expoſed to from 
it, muſt give a conſidering People anxious 
Thoughts and juſt Apprehenſions. Tempora- 
ty Tranquillity , fine Words, and N 

Ce 
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Behaviour, may indeed have ſoften'd and calm'{ 
theſe Reflections to the politer Sort, but ſuch 
Impreſſions are not eaſily worn out of the Minds 
of a whole People. And one may obſerve ge. 
nerally, that the Body of a Nation have juſter 
Views for the publick Good, and purſue them 
with more Uprightneſs, than the Great, who 
have ſo many private Ends and particular inte- 
reſts, that hang like a falſe Bias upon their Judge- 
ments, and may poſlibly (or rather really do) 
often dispoſe them to ſacrifice the Good of their 
Country to their own perſonal Security , or the 
Eſtablischment and Advancement of their For- 
tunes: On the contrary, the Groſs of the Peo- 
ple can have no other Proſpect in reſpect to 
the Pablick, than common Good, and the 


Intereſts of the State in general. 


I would not be miſunderſtood here, as in- 
tending to inſinuate the Neceſſity of a Stat- 
holder to theſe Provinces at all Times, which 
is far from my Thoughts: I only conceive, 
that the Dutch , not only out of Gratitude, 
but Intereſt, ought to cherish and honour an 
Houſe , which in all times has proved their 
Barrier againſt the formidable Deſigns of their 
Enemies, and which they ought ſtill to conſi- 
der as a Reſource, to which they may recur, 
as their wiſe Anceſtors did before them, in 1 
Day of Diſtreſs, I am not ignorant of wha: 
is uſually ſaid on this Occaſion : That during 
the laſt general War with France, the Repub: 
lick did well enough without a Captain General: 
But 
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But Years and Ages may revolve, before the 
Republick experiences again the like favoura- 
ble Circumſtances, ſuch Generals, with ſuch 
Harmony between them, ſo many and ſo firm 
Alliances. and ſo general a Diſpoſition on the 
Powers of Europe to humble and reduce the 
grand Diſturber of it. Beſides, was it not the 
Prince of Orange King William III. who for- 
med that glorious Confederacy at the Hague; 
and inſpired it with ſo wiſe and ſalutary a Dis- 
poſition? And when the Princes of chat illuſtri- 
ous Houſe had no Crowns upon their Heads, 
were they not always, to their own immortal 


Glory, and the Houour of their Country, the 
Life and Soul of all the Confederacies formed 
for the Defence of the Liberties of Europe in 
general, and of the United Provincesin parti- 
cular? To conclude, 1 would only ask, whe- 
ther in caſe of a War, and any great impending 
Danger of the State, its Allies would not be 
more cordially inclined to join the Camp of a 
Prince of Orange, than of any private Dutch 
Gentleman whatſoever ? 

That it is the Intereſt ofthis State to protect 
and enlarge her Commerce, to tolerate all Re- 
ligions, to * maintain Peace whililſt her Neigh- 

bours 


* This is a very dubious Point : For preſent Tranquil- 
lity , at the Hazard of conſequential future Ruin, when 
the Succeſs of a common Enemy againſt the natural Al- 
lies of a State may have made his Power irrefittible , is 
certainaly ſo tar from good Policy , that it is as preat 
an 


* 
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bours are at War, Sc. are trite, Topicks , in 
reſpe& to which few can be ignorant; but 
there are certain Things, relative to theſe, 
which are not ſo well known, and therefore 
may merit a little Obſervation. 
Holland is as i duſtrious to receive Strangers 
from all Parts, as other Countries are to get 
rid of them. It is a Maxim with the Dutch, 
That no Nation can be too populous , provided it 
be induſirious. They admit all Strangers that 
come to ſettle amongſt them, and imme- 
diately grant them all the Privileges of the 
Natives. The Magiſtrates take care of all 
oor Families that take Reſuge under their 
ings, till they are in a Condition to ſupport 
themſelves. And indeed from the Commence- 
ment of the Republick . during 170 Years, 
this littleSpot has conſtantly been ſupplied with 
Foreigners from all Parts of Europe ; many 
of whom brought with them the Arts, Indus. 
try , and even Treaſures, which they could 
not enjoy with ſuch Security in their native 
Countries. And this conduces exceedingly to 
the Wealth , Trade, and Strength of the State, 
No Country perhaps ſtands more in need of 
fresh Supplies of People than this. Their nu- 
merous Colones abroad, their long Eaſt India 
Voyages , which are more than commonly 


ſatal, 
and fatal a Weakneſs, as a publick Council could poſſibly 
fall into. Ele vie wire priv TH diners & ei-, - 
ze ig xripues 6 ⁰ναν,i are, fiir% Of xaxing y dul, 
inondics, are! wigs or 5 Brabgewrarer, Poly b. I. 4. SCC 
the whole Paſſage upon the Conduct of the Meſſenians. 
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fatal, their vaſt Trade to all the other Parts 
of the World, ſeem in a manner to make it 
the Neceſſity of this little Republick to people 
the mighty Spaces of the Ocean itfelf. Beſides 
which, what Numbers muſt be neceſſary 
to carry on the many various Manufactures 
which she has at home, and with which 
she ſupplies Nations much greater than her- 
ſelf! Add to this the remarkable Barrenneſs 
of the Dutch Women. In conſequence , if this 
State had not conſtant and annual Supplies of 
Foreigners, it would be impoſlible for it to 
ſubſiſt, and it would be diſſolved in a very 
few Years. England, that does not lie under 
this laſt Diſadvantage , nor any of the reſt in 
ſo great a Degree, without a perpetual Supply 
from the reſt of the Britich Dominions and 
Strangers, would be depopulated in leſs than 
half a Century. | 

The Republick has at this time a fair Occa- 
ſien of acquiring herſelf a potent Barrier on 
the Side of Fuliers and Berg, by aſliſting the 
King of Pruſſia to make good his Claim to 
them. The ſeven Provinces are in a manner 
impregnable on their other Frontiers. The 
Barrier Towns, and thoſe in Dutch Brabant 
and Flanders are ſo ſtrong, that in the ordina- 
ry Method of Sieges it is next to an impoſſiblity 
ſor the French King to break thro' them in 
leſs than two Campaigns , during which the 
States can form Alliances, and take proper 
Meaſures. But on the Side of Zuliers and . 

= she 
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she is open quite to the Walls of Nimeguen, 
and from thence to the Heart of the Country, 
It was from this Side Lewis XIV. made his 
mighty Invaſion in 1672, and planted his En. 
ſigns in the City of Utrecht. He began the laſt 
general War in 1702. from the ſame Quarter, 
when the Duke of Burgundyand Marshal Borf- 
Aers , without the leaſt Oppolition , appeared 
before the ſame City, and even paſſed the Yall 
with Part of their Army, which conſiſted of 
60, ooo Men. The Dutch indeed are not fond 
of the Neighbourhood of the King of Pruſſia: 
but of two Evils the Rule isto chuſe the leaſt, 
And as that Prince muſt entirely depend on the 
States for keeping Marck and Zuliers, nothing 
but an utter Deprivation of Reaſon could in- 
duce him to diſturb them in any reſpe&. Some 
have been apprehenſive for the inland Trade 
on the Maes and Rhine, if theſe Coun- 
tries were in that Prince's Poſſeſſion ; but that 
Fear is founded in Error: For Berg lies on 
neither of thoſe Rivers, and the Country of 
Fuliers barely touches upon them in one Part, 
Some have thought it were better for the 
Dutch to give up the Barrier to the Emperor, 
which, they ſay , ſubjects the States to many 
Inconveniences , eſpecially of clashing fre- 
quently with the Emperor and of keeping 
0,0c0 Men in Garriſon in the Towns that 
rm it; which, they add, would be bet- 
ter employed in ſtrengthning the Garriſons 
of the Frontiers. But this I cannot give 
into: 
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into: Beſides which, there are but 12,000 
Men in the Barrier Towns. At the Con- 
cluſion of the laſt War all the Confederates 
were for giving the Dutch a Barrier; and the 
firſt foreign Affair to which King George I. 
applied himſelf after his Acceſſion , was to 
obtain them as good a one, as the fad State 
in which he found Aﬀairs would admit. 

all It has in all Times been the great Care of 
of che wiſe Rulers of the Republick to banish 
nd every thing that looks like Pomp and Super- 
ia: fluity , from their Country; and the Clergy 
ſtrenuouſſy ſecond ſuch ſalutary Endeavours. 
the Tuey are always preaching againſt Aſſemblies, 
10g Gaming, Dancing, and fine Clothes. What 
in- great Man ſaid on theſe Heads, of the 
Cantons of Switzerland, may well enough be 
apply'd to the Dutch Provinces , eſpecially 
ſince ſo many French Refugees, have ſettled 
in them. For tho” the Proteſtants of that 
Nation generally obſerve a greater Plainneſs 
of Appearance and Simplicity of Manners , 
than thoſe of the ſame Rank who are Roman 
Catholicks , they have however too much of 
the Vivacity of their Country for the Genius 
and Conſtitution of this State. Should exces- 
live Feaſting, Dreſſing , Balls, &c. once 
gain ground in the Provinces, their military 
and mercantile Qualites would ſoon decline, 
and come to nothing; their Tempers would 
grow too ſoft and delicate for theic Climate, 
ad the peculiar Buſineſs and Works , for 
E 2 which 
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which Divine Providence ſeems to have de- 
ſigned them. Beſides which, the Materials 
for Luxury muſt be brought from other Na- 
tions, and that muſt exhauſt and ruin a Coun. 
try, which has but few Commodities of its own 
to export. Luxury is a fatal Diſeaſe in the Vi- 
tals of a State, as its natural Conſequences are 
Rapine , Avarice, Injuſtice, and Venality, 
The Wants of the Luxurious perpetually in- 
creaſe, their Expences multiply, and the more 
they ſpend, the more they are reduced to 
find Supplies which at laſt brings the liberty 
ofa Commonwealth with its Votes to Sale, if 
any inbred Faction, or foreign Power is diſpos- 
edto pay the Price of them. The pernicious 
Effects of Luxury to a State never appeared in 
ſtronger Colour than in the Commonwealth of 
Rome; which immediately found itſelf poor, 
when that Vice prevailed, tho' in Poſſeſſion 
of all the Riches of the World. In the Be- 
ginning , and for almoſt the five firſt Centu- 
ries, we ſee the Contempt of Riches, Shew, 
and Luxury frequently inhabit under the ſame 
humble Roof with conſummate Wiſdom, exal- 
ted Virtue , and ſolid Glory. But as ſoon as 
the Taſte for Pleaſure, falſe Politeneſs , and 
glaring Magnificence has en groſſed the People, 
what an huge Degeneracy enſues! Wild Am- 
bition , Violence, Confpiracy, Faction, Civil 
War, and every worſt Species of publick Ini- 


quity, which ſoon terminate in the total Sub- 


Ferſion of the Commonwealth, and Tyranny! 
It 


. tot 


It is no wonder thereſore, that the prudent 


and able Governors of the Dutch Republick 
are perpetually labouring to diſcountenance 
every thing, which tends to introduce Vanity 
and Luxury; and that what they have not been 
able to prevent by ſalutary Laws, they endea- 
your to effect by the Force of their own Ex- 
ample, Converſation , and extenſive Influence. 
Some of them even diſapprove ſending their 
Children to travel; leſt they should imbibe a 
Taſte in their unexperienced Years of foreign 
Courts, and in conſequence be for making 


Innovations in the plain and wholſom Cuſtoms 
of their own Country. : 
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The REVENUES of the STATE, 


2-3 ordinary Revenue of the Republick 
is about twenty one Millions of Gilders, 
near two Villions Sterling. During the War 
with England in 1665. they raiſed double that 
Sum , or about for Millions Sterling ; and 
on the Occaſion of the laſt general War, 
which began in 1702. and ended in 1713. 
they raiſed about five Millions every Year, 
which I believe the utmoſt Expence of which 
this State is capable. 

The Proportion in that reſpect between this 
Republick, England, and France, is perhaps 
as 5, 7, and 14. England can raiſe ſeven Mil- 
lions, and France fourteen, with equal Facili- 
ty, or more properly ſpeaking, by equally 
burthening the Subject. 

And there it may not be amiſs to remark a 
little upon the Condutt of ſome of our other- 
wiſe very eminent Polliticians, who- have ſtated 
the Revenues + of France too low, and thoſe 
of England too high, to ſerve a Turn, and 

ro- 

+ The gradual Increaſe of the Revenues of 3 
be ſeen in the following brief Account. In the Reign of 
Ca les VII. they amounted only to 180,co0 Livres. In 
Lewis IX. to 470, oo. In Lewis XII. to 2,025,000, Henry 
IV. increaſed them to 19 Millions. They afterwards roſe 
enormouſly , as Gretius , then Ambaſſador at the Court 


of France, informs us Epiſt. 1311, Sperant miniſtri regis 
(Lud, XIII.) iu anni (1640) reditus publices Ree 
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promote particular Schemes and Hypotheſes 
they had taken upon them to maintain But it con- 
cerns England very nearly to have ajuſt and cer- 
tain Knowledge of the Strength ofa Power, the 
only one upon Earth, from which she has any 
thing to apprehend. To over-rate the Strength 
ofa formidable rivalPower may be ſometimes of 
bad conſequence, but to under-rate it is always 
improper. The Vulgar, whom an honeſt Preju- 
dice againſt an inſolent Enemy, and the Senſe of 
their NationalGlory inclinestocry out for War, 
and to believe themſelves a Match for the whole 
World, becauſe their Anceſtors have in all Ages 
been victorious over the Enemies of their Coun- 
try, and in paticular the French, are too apt to 
meaſure the Power of other Nations by the lat - 
ter Method; but publick Council should have 
better Eſtimates. 

In caſe of a War, or other preſſing Occa- 
ſions, the extraordinary Expences of the Re- 
publick are raiſed by levying the hundredth 
Part of the Eſtates of the People, a Poll-tax, 
and other extraordinary Methods. 


The 
al 0. milliones & amplius. In Puſenlorff 's Time, when 
the Commerce and Manufactures ot France were in Em- 
brio under the great Colbert, they amounted to 150 Mil- 
lions (the French Livre was then worth as much as a Durch 
Gilder , or about 2: Pence Englizh.) When thoſe Manu ; 
factutes were brought to Maturity in 1695. the Revenue; 
of Lewis XIV. amounted to above 15 Miliions Sterling. 
Nor is it likely that they should diminich now, when that 
flouriching Kingdom has an Eat India and ather Com- 
panies , and has annexed the ſpacious and fine Country 
of Loraine to ity Dominions. | , 
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The ordinary Revenue is raiſed by Cuſtoms, 
but chiefly by Exciſes upon Houſes, Lands ,ard 
all Sorts of Proviſions. 'The Cuſtoms are low 
and eaſy ; it being the Maxim and great Care of 
the Magiſtrate to treat that great Source of 
Power, Trade, as gently as poſſible, for fear 
of driving ſo roving and unſtable a Traveller 
into other Countries, thatknow her ineſtimable 
Value, and how to cherish her. Two great 
Men of the Republick merit being heard upon 
this Head. Their Words are: Agri, des, 
annona, veſtis, capita , nihil immune; quanquam 
mercature pre ceteris parcebantur , regentium 

udiis, ne maximum atque inſtabile commercium 
alio pelleretur. Grot. Lib. V. Anal. ad Ann. 1588, 
de Hollandis. — In Hollandia et Zelandia etiam 
nuptiis tributum im poſitum: ſed ne mori quidem ibi 
licet impune. Illuſtrifs. Bynkershoeck. II. Queſt, 
Jur. Publ. c. 22. To which we shall add that 
memorable, but true Saying of Charles V. from 
Strada (Lib. VI. Bell. Belg. ) Nullos eſſe populo. 
(moaò paterne habeantur) qui /ſervitutis nomen 
magis execrentur , ſervitutem magis patiantur. 
And indeed ſome who have ſtudied the Conſti- 
tution ofthe Government, and uſual Methods of 
Proceeding in reſpect to the Subject, think, that 
Liberty ſabſiſts no more here, than in the moſt 
deſpotick Countries, even Turky itſelf. It were 
an ill-natured Thing however to undeceive the 
People: Ifthey believe themſelves happy , they 
are ſo, according to the Saying of their own 
Eraſmus ; Crede quod habes , & babes. 7 
e 
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The PRESENT STATE of 
the Forces of the 
REPUBLICK. 


ONEY is not improperly called the 
Nerves and Sinews of War. We have 
ſeen the Revenues of the Republick , we 
come now to ſay ſomething of her Forces, 
The ſtanding Troops in 1670 during a ge- 
neral Peace, were 26,200 Men; being ten 
Regiments of Horſe, and nineteen of Font , 
which coſt the State annually 6,119,000 Gil- 
ders, about Goo, ooo 1. Sterling. Formerly 
they uſually employed in Time of Peace 30 
or 40 Men of War in Convoys, beſides ſome 
ready in their Harbours on all Occaſions ; 
and this Fleet, with the Expence of buildingnew 
Ships, amounted toa Sum almoſt as great as that 
expended in the Land-ſervice. Thus the Ordina- 
ry of the Army and Navy was about one Mil- 
lion of our Money. At preſent the Ordinary 
of the Navy is conſiderably leſs. 
The Navy In 1006. the States had above 
50 60,000 Landmen, and 100 Ships of 
War at Sea: And in Cromwell: Time, about 
1652. and that of King Charles, not many leſs 
than 150. Battles between the greateſt Fleets 
that ever met upon the Ocean, were thery 
tought. Beſides the Strength of the Durch at 
dome, their Eaſt India Company in their 
E 5 Se tiles 


106 THE PRESENT STATE 
Settlements axe capable of putting a Fleet of 
so Men of War to Sea, and of raiſing at 
leaſt $0,050 Men by Land; their Tradet here 
being ſo large, that the ſame Author ſays, 
he has known two and twenty Ships arrive 
from thence in one Year. | 

In their Wars with England it was neceſſary 
to provide well for the ſea-ſervice; in their 
Wars with France the Land- ſervice was more 
immediately their Attention. Accordingly du- 
zing the laſt general War with France, they 
had no very great Fleets at Sea; for beſides Fri- 
gates and other leſs Ships, they had no more 
Ships of the Line than are ſet down in the 
following Account: 


Ships. Ships. 
In 170 --- 49 
In 1708 --- 53 
In 1709 - 50 


In 1703 --- 50 

In 1704 --- 56 
In 1705 --- 356 In 1710. --- 43 

In 1706. --- 54 ein 1711 --- 40% 


Great Britain and the States increas'd and di- 
minish'd their reſpective Quorzas in proportion 
to the Force they judged the Enemy in-a Con- 

dition. 
Memorial of their High Mightinefſes the States Gene- 


ral' preſented to the Queen of Gre Britain April 3.1712. 


**. The Reaſon that out eta of Land- forces in Fan- 
ders were fo ſmall, in compariſon with thoſe of the 
States, might be, becauſe Great Britain by its Situation lay 
more open and expoſe by Sea to the Enemy, as the 
Unitedi Provinces did by Land. However, I do not 


find this teafon alledged in any of the Treaties between 


the: two. Powers. 5 
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dition to put to Sea each Year. And indeed 
che two Maritime Powers ſeem to have over- 
done it, having always greater Fleets at Sea 
than perhaps were actually neceſſary; at leaſt 
the States Generel were of that Opinion, At- 
ter the Loſs ſuſtained by France at Figo in 
x702. and the other in the Sea- fight near 
Malage in 1704. she was in no Condition to 
put any conſiderable Fleet to Sea. The Britizh: 
and Dutch Fleets acted both ſeparately , and 
in Conjunction. The two Squadrons , which 
were ſent to Portugal, andthe Mediterranean, 
ated in Conjunction: The Security of the- 
Channel was left to the Queen's particular 
Care; becauſe Great Britain had a greater In- 
tereſt in point of Commerce in the Channal ,, 
and could by its Situation, and the Conve- 
niency of its Harbours , keep Ships there: 
more commodiouſly than the STATES. On 
the other hand, the North Seas were left 
to the States General, who from the fame: 
Motive, the Security of their Trade, could 
fend and keep Ships there with more Con - 
veniency than Great Britain. Caſes of Ne- 
ceſſity however were reſerved, on which Oc: 
eafions the two allied Power were to act in 
Conjunction; as in caſe the Enemy shouldi 
make and fend any extrordinary Armament: 
to a certain Place: but that never happen'd.. 
As to the reſt ,. we shall give an Account: 
of the Navy of the Repulick „ when we: 
come to ſpeak of the Arſenal of Amſterdam. 
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„ F, After the Treaty of- Ry/wick in 
Lau Forces. 1697. the States * 
Men in Pay: Great Britain $000. In 1687. 
when the French King was at Peace with all 
his Neigbours , he had an Army of above 
2000,000 Men in Pay. | 
At the Beginning of the laſt general War, 
the States by Treaty furnished in the Nether- 
lands 102,000 Men; viz. 42,000 for Garri- 
ſans, and Go, ooo. for the Field: Great Britain 
only 40, ooo. By ſubſequent Treaties the 
Quotas of both Powers were augmented ac- 
cording to the Exigency of Affairs; that of 
the States to 129,458 Soldiers, and that of 
the Queen to 72,197. Deducting the ſmal- 
ter Number from the greater, the Remain- 


der is 57, 261; fo that the Dutch ought to 


ha ve had in Flanders during that War, 57, 261 
fighting Men more than the Englisch. I be- 
lieve, in Spain and Portugal we might have 
15 0r 16, ooo Men in Pay more than the States; 
but that is far from making the Numbers 
equal: Beſides which, the States were at the 
Charge of all the Powder aud Ball expended in 
the many Sieges laid by the Duke of Marlbo- 
raugh, during nine Campaigns : an enormous 
Sum undoubtedly, and not eaſily computed. It 
wasat their Coſt the Fortifications ofthe Towns 
then taken were repaired, and their Magazines 
filled up: Amazing Efforts for ſo ſmall a state! 
the whole ſeven Provinces not exceeding ſive 
an ix of our middling Counties in — 
O- 
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Formerly in their Treaties with the great 
Powers of Europe,the Emperor,Great Britain, 
France, and Spain, the Regulation for the States 
was on the Foot of one third, or two fifths; in 
Treaties of a later Date their Quota has been 
augmented, and for every 12,000 Men ſupplied 
by the other Powers, the States furnish 8, ooo. 

The three preceding Years , as well as this 
1740. the States have had 36, ooo Men on Foot, 
including the 12, ooo in the Barrier Towns. 

The ſtrong frontier Towns of the Republick 
garriſon'd by their Forces , are, to take them 
ina Line, Sluys, Sas van Ghent, Flulſ?. Lillo 
a Fort, Bergen op Zoom, Breda, Boiſleduc, the 
Grave, and Nimeguen; and on the Maes , Ven- 
lo, Maeſtricht , and the Fort of Steven/weert. 
Her five Barrier Towns are on the Side of 
France,and are Namur, Tournay, Menin, [pres, 
and Furnes. Theſe lowns all together form a 
kind of Line of Circumvallation round the Au- 


ſtrian Netherlands. Ihe Emperor knows That, 


and left the Defence of the Netherlands to the 
States, during his late Turkish War, having in 
a manner evacuated them from the Beginning 
of it. The Garriſons are changed every three 
Years; but were not in 1737. to avoid giving 
Umbrage to France; ſo critical was the State 
of Affairs at that time. 

The Barrier Towns belong tothe Emperor: 
They are only garriſoned by the States, towards 
the Expence of which his Imperial Majeſty 
gives 590,000 Crowns by Treaty. There are at 
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preſent ſix Regiments in Namur, five in Tour- 


nay, fivein Maęſtricht, one in Sluys , &c. I hote< 


Regiments are-not fivehundred Men each com- 
pleat. Maeſtricht is reckoned the Capital of all 
thoſe Towns, and has the greateſt Magazines. 
That City, Namur, Tournay , &c: have been 
often deſcribed as Places of vaſt' Strength ; but 
Ipres is perhaps much ſtronger than all of them. 
It lies in a large and deep Moraſs , and is fortified 
with very ſolid and high Ramparts. It has but 
one Gate towards the Terra firma, and that is 
undermined. The Duke of Maribourgh and 
Prince Eugene were for three or four Years 
with in half a League of it, but neverattempted 
it. It was given up by Treaty in Exchange for 
Liſie, which was reſtored t France. 

The Republick has had no General in Chief 
ſince the Marshal D'OQuwerkerke, who died of 
Fatigue and Age in the Camp 1708. The three 
oldeſt Generals are Holſtein- Beck, Governor of 
Boſch, Collier of Namur.and Polen of Breda. 
Prince I iltiam of Heſſe Caffel is Governor ct 
Maeſiricht , and General of the Horſe. The 
Count of Naſſau is Governor of Sluys. 'The 
Prince of Zefſe Fomburghhas the Government 
of the City and Caſtle of Tournay, in which he 
ſucceeded the ancient Monteze, who command- 


ed a Regiment of French Proteſtants in King 


William's Service. That Prince recommended 
them to the States, and all the Officers are ſtill 
French. Monteze ſucceded General Murray.The 


Baron of Cren/iroom is Governor of pres. 


'The 


* 
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The three Scorch Regiments in the Service 
of the States are commanded by the Generals. 
Collier , Cunningham, and Hacket, and are on 
the ſame foot with the reſt. 


| Iris remarkable, that almoſt the whole Army 
. of the States are Foreigners. The Generals. 
t mentioned above, are all either Scots, or Ger- 
mans. The Germans abound in the Towns of 
d the United Provinces, and render + them po- 
it pulous. They are far more in Number even 
18 than the French Proteſtants. Other Countries 
0 abound with ſupperfluous People; this wants 
* Men to fill her Offices in the Army, Navy, Civil. 


d Liſt , and for her Manufactures. Ihe younger 
. Sons of the German Princes come hither, and: 
make their Fortunes. The Fleets are mann'd by 
Multitudes of Swedes and Danes, who find it 


2 better living aboard the Dutch Veſſels than 
of 

ee their own. = 

of The Encouragement and Pay in the Dutch: 
5 Service of the STATEs are the beſt in Europe, 


of except the British; but in Point of Exactneſs 

| perhaps they exceed us. The Foot Soldier hay 
25Stivers per Week. of which ſeven is deducted: 
for his Clothes, &c. The remaining 28, about 
our Half Crown ,they have for their Subſiſtance. 
A Captain's Pay is 12, oo Florins, or 120 J. 
Sterling per Aunum. He has alſo the clothing 


"I of his Company, and Ten Crowns for every 
ſtill Man 
The 


} Batavia abundat multitudine hom inum, quia eſt aſy- 
lum totius Germaniz, Superflua et. ibi copia hominum. 
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Man that falls in Battle; which is, given to en- 
courage Bravery, and that the Officers should 
not be too ſparing of their Men, thro' Fear of 
the Expence in railing them. 

In Holland it is very difficult to raiſe Soldiers, 
Men being ſcarce, and only here and there a 
looſe idle Fellow tobe found: All are employed 
either in Trade, Manufactures, or Sea-lervice. 
And yet the States are never at a Lofs for 
Soldiers. They have them from Flanders ; 
Brabant, Liege, and other Countries upon the 
Borders of Germany. A Dutch Officer no ſoon- 
er beats up for Recruits , than Numbers flock 
to him, encouraged by theſe Reaſons: Firſt , 
as we have jult ſaid, the Pay is good, and 
exact. Secondly, their High Mightineſſes 
punctually keep their Word with them. The 
Soldier liſts for what Number of Months or 
Years he pleaſes; at the Expiration of which 
Term, were there ever fo hot a War, he has 
his Diſcharge on Demand. And thirdly , the 
Humanity of the Officers. They have been ſo 
accuſtomed to uſue their Servants well, accor- 
ding to the Laws of Holland, that they cannot 
get the better of that Habit to treat the Sol- 
diers with infolence and Brutality. In the 
United Provinces there is a Kind of Equality 
natural indeed in Republicks , that prevails 
between all. Orders ot the People Domeſticks 
in conſequenceare upon aquite different Foot- 
ing here, to what they are in all other Coun- 


tries, 1t in this Land of Liberty the greateſt 
» Lord 


— 
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* Lord ſtrikes his Servant with a Cane, the latter 
4 ſues him, and can immediately recover a con- 


f ſiderable Sum of Money from him by way of 

Amends. But I don 't remember ever to have 
heard of a Complaint of this kind, or the leaſt 
Ground for ſuch a Complaint. 

In treating of the Strength of the United 
Provinces we ought not omit their Situation , 
which conſtitutes much their greateſt Security. 
On the Weſt and North they have the Ocean ; 
on the South next Flanders and Brabant are 
Arms of the Sea, large Rivers, and Canals; ſo 
that they are abſolutely inacceſſible on thatSide. 
on the Eaſt lies J/e/tphalia, from which they 
have nothing to fear, except another Bishop 
Galen should riſe up; and on the South-eaſt 
Julier and Cleves , on which Side there is a 
terrible Opening, as has been before obſerved, 

If this State were reduced to the laſt Extre- 
mities by an Enemy, she would probably, in 
order to ſave herſelt, have recourſe to one of 
theſe Methods: She would unite herſelf to the 
Empire, and becoming a Member of it under 
the Name of the Circle o Belgium, be entitled 
to its Protection. Charles V. Emperor of Ger- 
many , and Sovereign of theſe Provinces, de- 
ſigned to annex all the ſeventeen to the Em- 
pire, under the Name of the Circle of Burgundy. 
Another Reſource would be to fly to the Eaſt 
Indies, where they have much larger Terri- 
tories and Settlements than the little Spot they 
now inhabit. In the dreadful Year 1672 the 
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Dutch had Thoughts of having recourſe to this 
Expedient, and accordingly an exact Account 


having been taken of the Ships fit for ſo long a 


Voyage, they were found to be enoug to trau- 
ſport two hundred thouſand Perſons to the Za/? 
Indies. A third Reſource, butadeſperate one, 
would be to lay their Country under Water, and 
todrownthe Enemy, tho'at the Hazard of their 
own Lives. Moſt of them might f ſave them- 
ſelves from perishing, by getting on board their 
Veſſels and Boats of all Sorts, which are innu- 
merable in this Maricime Country. 

Beſides France, and the Ocean, the Dutch 
have a third Enemy, againſt whom their High 
Mightineſſes should be on their Guard ; but 
who, I am afraid, has hitherto eſcaped their 
Vigilance. This Enemy, as well ae his Method 
for ruining them, is ſomewhat extraordinary. 
The Pope , not knowing how to get at this 
Neſt of Hereticks , at length fell upon the 
shrewd Deſign of cutting them off by Famine. 
The Project was bold, and in every Reſpect 

worthy 

They might effectuelly revenge themſclves in des- 
troying the Enemy, by laying their Country under Water, 
and flying to England, which would undonhtedly receive, 
and incorporate them, They would enjoy there not oniy 
their civil and religious Liberties, but the fineſt, aud 
moſt pronerful Country upon Earth , which has Room 
enough for much greater Numbers than the Dutch; witne!s 
the vaſt Tracts of Land that lie uncultivated for an 
hundred Miles together, even about London, in Forefts 
and Chaces , as well as in many other Parts of the 
Kingdom; beſides which, the Lands in many Counties 


are miſerably cultivated and not jmprozed, for Want 
of Inhabitants, 
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worthy of the Court of Rome. On the Occaſion 
of electiug a King of Poland, she propoſed to 


erect a Monarchy in t orth, compoſed of 
Poland, Sweden 2 and to employ 


their united Force againſt England, and the 
United Provinces, in order to reduce both un- 
der the Yoke of Spain. If the Dutch could not 
be conquered by Arms, they were to be ſtarv- 
ed into Subjection, by ſtopping the Trans- 
portation of Polish Corn thro the Sound. This 
being ſo extraordinary a Piece of Hiſtory, and 
diſcovering a new Method for reducing theſe 
Provinces, unknown, I believe, to all their 
Writers, I think it not improper to give the 
Orignal a Place here. Ir is in the T:alian 

Language,and probably wrote within theWalls 
of Rome, the Year before the Equipment of the 


Ine 

F. Se dall' altro canto il Principe di Suetia effendo'RE 
(of Poland) rivolgeſſe Varmi contro il Re di Dania, ſuo 
natural nemico, non è dubbio , che il non potrebbe re- 
ſiſtere alle vaſte forze d'un Re tale; & dal acqueſto di 
quel regno Dania naſcerebbe utile grandiſſimo alla Reli- 
zione Catolica, non ſolamente per la eſtirpatione d'un 
Principe , & di peſſima natura, come il Re di Dania; 
ma per Vajiuto , che potriano percio recivere le coſe Ca- 
tolict in Flandra , eſſendo in potere , di eſſo Re di Da- 
nia, col wietare ſolamente il tranſito de ęrani, che paſſano 
di Danzico in Olanda & Zelanda, di far morire quelli 
Stati della fame; oltre il molti ajuti di gente, & di vet- 
tovaglie, che fi dello ſtretto di Dainmarca fuſſe Patrone 
un Principe Catolice, ſi potriano mandare, par quel mare 
di Septentrione in qual fi voglia impreſa contra Heretici, 
& principalmente contra la Regina (Fiizabeth ) d'Inghil- 
terra, Diſcorſo ſopra I Elertione da farfi del nuovo Re di Po- 
his Piece is in Honorius Theſaurus , 


Tom, I. p. 459. 
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invincible Armado; from which it appears, that 
the Deſigns were vaſter, and the Scene more 
univerſal, which were to diſtinguish that ever 
memorable Year, than have hitherto been ge- 
nerally imagined. 

But theſe grand Schemes of the Court of 
Rome, as well as the Predictions of one of her 
ableſt Miniſters not long after concerning the 
Downfall of the Republick, proved abortive. 
We shall conclude this Chapter with a few Re- 
flections on thoſe Conjectures or Predictions, 

Cardinal Bentivoglio, who was for ſome time 
the Pope's Nuncio in the Low Countries , has 
wrote an Account of them, and alſo an Hiſtory 
of their Wars, wherein he propoſes, and in- 
duſtriouſly examines this Queſtion: hat. Fudge- 
ment may be formed concerning the Duration or 
Downfall of this Commonwealth? After giving 
ſome Reaſons which ſeem to favour its Perpe- 
tuity , he proceeds to others, to she that a 
contrary Opinion is moſt probable. 

Our Author uſes a Train of Cauſes and Eſfects, 
of which ſomeare pretty far fetched, but ſuch 
Subtleties and Refinements in Matter of Po- 
liticks is of the Nature of the Italian Genius, 
and eſpecially of the Court of Rome. 

Liberty, ſays he, generates Licence; Licence 
Inequality; and Inequality Monarchy. Thus the 
Romans, when they had expelled Kings,abandoned 
themſelves to the Enjoyment of Liberty. The In- 
equality of Charges and Honours afterwards in- 
troduced Diviſion, Ambition, Faction; 17 0 

a 


b 


07:H0:LLAND; yg 


4 laſt they fell under the Dominion of Emperors. 
by As Bodies politick , no more than the Indivi- 
ag duals that compoſe them, are not immortal, it 
oh is far from impoſſible, but that this or the like 
Cauſes may diſſolve the preſent Form of Go- 
of vernment. But his Eminency might have re- 
= member'd , that the Roman Commonwealth 


ſubſiſted no leſs than five Centurics, and that it 
was not entirely ſubverted , till Riches and 
Luxury had introduced univerſal Corruption 
and Depravity; and that the modern Republick, 
whote Fall he was foretelling, had not been 
inſtituted half a Century, and was hitherto 
entirely free from thoſe fatal Vices ; ſo that 
his Predictions are rather too early not to be 
ſophiſticate, when he conceiv'd them. 

The Authority of the Statholder, according to 
the Cardinal, was too great; the Authority 
however of the States is above it; for be can 
only adviſe and recommend Counſels, but they 
command them to be put in execution. The 
Authority and Weight of the Statholders in the 
Republick were indeed too ſtrong for the Views 
both of Spain and Rome, and therefore could 
not but give Offence to their Miniſter. It was 
under their forming Hands and Defence that 
this State threw of the double Yoke of thoſe 
Courts, and roſe to that Height of Power, Do- 
minion, and Happineſs they poſſeſs at this Day. 

The Charges of the War in the Nuncio's 
Time were exceſſive and incredible, ſo that he 
thought the Treaſures of the States muſt * 

e 


118 THE PRESENT STATE 


be exhauſted, --- But was the Condition of the 
Enemy better ? The only Difference between 
them was, that the latter grew Beggars, whilſt 
the former became rich under their Oppreſſion. 
It was farther uged , That the Province Hol- 
land i much ſuperior to the reſt in Strength and 
Riches; and inconſequence may uſurp Dominion 
our them. It is indeed no eaſy matter abſolutely 
to refute Poſſibilities; but in the preſent Conſti- 
tution of Things it is to be conſider'd, that all 
the Provinces are equal in Authority , and do 
not intermeddle in the Affairs of each other. 
Beſides, were the Province of Holland to attempt 
any Thing againſt the Liberties of any other, 
all the reſt would immediately take the Alarm; 
and the ſix would undoutedly be ſtrong 
enough to reduce one to Reaſon. 'The Repub- 
lick has ſubſiſted now about 170 Years, without 
any inſtance of one Province's attempting to 
tyrannize over another, ſo as to give any Room 
for a Diſunion. The wiſe Heads of Holland 
well know, that they should gain nothing, and 
endanger all Things by ſuch an Attempt. 

To conclude, the Cardinal lays great Streſs 
upon the Diver ſity of Religions : but that is ſo far 
from being a Source of Diſcord , that it is a 
Tie of Peace and Unity; every body being 
fatisfied with enjoying Liberty of Conſcience 
Indeed in Moſt other Countries different 
Opinions diſturb the Harmony ofConverfutions 
and civil Society ; for which Reaſon Govern- 
ments are as careful to maintain the — of 

Co 
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Religion, and keep out Sets, as they are to 
keep out ſuſpected Perſons and Commodities in 
Time of a Plague. But here are no Grounds 
for any ſuch Precautions. And indeed what 
Difference is there between divine Service in 
an Edifice without a Steeple and Bells, and 
in one that has both? For my Part, I believe 
the Roman Catholicks themſelves, whom the 
Cardinal had chiefly in his Thoughts , are to 
the fall as well pleaſed with their Chapel at 
Amſterdam , as they would be with St. Peter's, 
or Notre Dame, at Rome and Paris. If any 
Diſturbance should ariſe in this State on the 
ſcore of Religion, if we may judge from the 
paſt, it will not be occaſioned by the Sects, but 
by the two prevailing Parties in the eſtablish'd 
Church, I mean the Coccean and Poetian. But 
their High Mightineſſes are much too prudent 
and circumſpect to ſuffer theſe Feuds to come 
to any Head; and their Deputies, who preſide 
in all the Synods with great Authority , would 
make short Work with any over-zealousPerſon, 
who should preſume to diſturb the publick 
Tranquillity with his intemperate Heat. Chan- 
ges in Religion induce Changes in civilGovern- 
is a ment; and the mighty Flame blown up in the 
eing laſt Century from a ſmall Spark by two Doct- 
>NCC ors f of Leyden , which even endanger'd the 
rent I Conſtitution, is ſtill fresh in every body's Me- 
ions MW mory ; but in all human Pobability nothing of 
ern- this kind will ever happen for the future. 
ty of Thus all the Nuncio's Arguments ſeem to me 
Re- ? Arminius & Gomars. to 
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to make againſt himſelf ; and if, we may pro- 
nounce upon them from the Experience ofan 
hundred Vears, inſtead ofthe pernicious Effects 
he denounces from them, they have all condu- 
ced to the Augmentation and Eſtablishment of 
the State. They shew however the Vanity of de- 
ciding abſolutely concerning Futurity : That is 
the Prerogative of the allwiſe Ruler of the 
World, which he will not divide with his Cre- 
atures. | 
The Conſtitution , Government, and preſent 
Felicity of a State afford us however great 
Room to form juſt Conjectures concerning its 
future Fortune. 
If we conſider the Cauſes of founding this 
State, we cannot believe that it will be eaſily 
diflolved : Theſe were the Recovery of loſt 
Liberty, and the Preſervation of it when re- 
gained; two Things highly dear to all Mankind, 
but eſpeciaily the Northern Nations of the 
World The Liberties of its own People are 
not only ſecure in Effet, but none of its 
Neighbours apprehend the Loſs of theirs by 
the Augmentation of its Power; fo that, ex- 
cluding the ambitious Views of a certain 
Court, it is the Intereſt of none of them to 
promote a Change. The Republick does not 
deſire a Foot of Land more than she poſſeſſes; 
and inſtead of alarming any neighbouring Po- 
wers by her Meaſures, the conſtant Tenour 
of her Endeavours is to preſerve Peace and 
Amity between them. Perhaps she could " 
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ſatisfied with having a Town or two, as 
Ruremonde and Limburg, from the Emperor; 
but they are too inconſiderable to affect him, 
or any other Power whatſoever; and ſhe only 
deſires them with the View of being more 


ſecure, not more powerful in any other ſenſe, 


or mor ecapable of diſturbing her Neighbours. 

Beſides, if we caſt our Eye back to the firſt 
Change, we ſhall find it ſuch as pleaſed every 
body. In matter of Government it is certain, 
whenaNation paſſes from one Extreme to ano- 
ther, many of the People continue prejudiced 
to, and banker after the old Eſtablishment : 
but here the Caſe was different; for except the 
happy Change of Sovereign, the Perſon of the 
King of Spain for the States General, none 
was made in the Laws, Conſtitutions, Magiſ- 
tracy , and Cuſtoms of theſe Provinces ; ſo that 
the Innovation was ſcarce ſenſible to the Body 
of the People. And this ſeems to have fully 
verfied the Maxim, that theſe States, which 
vary leaſt from their ancient Eſtablichments in 
changing the Form of their Governments, are 


likely to ſubſiſt the longeſt, 
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TRADE and MANUFACTURES 
of the United Provinces. 


Tux vaſt Commerce of theſe flourishing 
1 Provinces has been ſooften , and ſo amply 
treated, that to reſume the Subject at this time 
of Day, were in a manner to want ſufficient 
Regard for the Publick. Not that I think the 
Generality of our Writers upon this Head, 
who do but copy one another, ſeem to have 
ad any certain Knowledge of their Subject, or 
have treated every Part of it with the Exactneſs 
it required. However, all I «hall do here, will 
be to ſet a few Things in a true Light, and 
then proceed to pive the preſent State of the 
Trade between theſe Provinces and Great 
Britain and Ireland; à Matter, however impor- 
tant for us to know, which has hitherto 
been very ſuperficially touched upon by others. 
The Profit, which the Dutch make by the 
Herring Fishery, has been f magnified exceed- 
ingly above the Truth. Pafendor , Introd. £ - 
ect. 


Some tell us, that this Trade occaſions the building 
of looo Ships every Year ; that the Durch have mace 
five Millions Sterling of it in one Year , and that they 
employ Soco Fishing Veſſels on our Coaſis. Others tak 
of 20, ooo Ships, and 400, oc Men employed in this 
Trade. When People get into this Way, no Bound: 
can be ſet to their Exttavagance. Theſe Exaggerations 
muſt however be owned to be honeftly intended, The 
Deſign of them was to excite the Attention of the Britiv 


Nation, and to induce them to apply their Induſtry a 
: 


uildirg 

mace 
t they 
ers talk 
in this 
Bounds 
erations 
 - "1.0 


> Britii 
uſtry to 
he 


Of HOLLTLIN D. 123 
Seck. 20. has obſerved upon ſome of exceſſive 
computations: It muſt not however be denied, 
that this Trade is highly beneficial, and employs 
2 great Number of Hands, Gretius ſays, it is 
chieſly ſor the laſt Reaſon that his country 
kept up this trade, for that in other Reſpects 
it was by no means lucrative. But perhaps 
that great Man talks here like a Stateſman and 
Politician, to conceal the great Profits which 
the Dutch make of it; and the Diſſimulator opis 
propriæ, ſibi commodus uni, of Horace an be 
well enough applied to him on this Occaſion. 
It is a pity the English have in a manner 
dropt the Whale Fishery. Laſt Year 1739. the 
Hollanders had no leſs than 133 large Ships at 
Greenland, which brought home 667 Whales, 
beſides 59 at St. David's which returned with 
51. Hamburgh the ſame Year had 15 Ships; 
Altena, that belongs to Denmark, five, and 
Bremen nine; of all which the Returns were 
conſiderable. The Dutch call this Fishery, 
the Leſſer Fichery. 
The Wet India Company ſtill continues in 
a low condition, its Actions or Stock being ſunk 
almoſt to nothing. Its projected coalition with 
the other great Company is not like to take 
Place ; the latter being too rich, and the former 
too poor. The Eaſt India Company maintains 
her Grandeur, notwithſtanding the new 


F 2 Eſtab- 


the Fishing Trade, for which they are more commodiouſly 
. » and to Which they haye undoubigdly a better 
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Eſtabliſhments in other Countries. Gottenburg, 
where the Offend Company was in Hopes of 
reviving, and of carrying on her Trade by her 
Agents, has had but two Ships hitherto. At 
this Day , for two or three Millions of Gilders 
in Specie, which the Dutch Company ſends 
to the Eaſt Indies, they bring home fifteen or 
ſixteen Millions in Goods, of which the twelfth 
or fourteenth Part is conſumed amongſt them- 
ſelves ; the reſt is re-exported to the other 
Countries of Europe, for which they are paid 
in Money. Of late they bave lot ſeveral Ships. 
I happened one Day wich concern to mention 
thoſe Loſſes to a conſiderable Perſon of the 
Company, who anſwered with great coldneſs 

that if they loſt five or ſix Ships every Year, 
that made only aDifference of five or fix per 
Cent. I was amazed at the Unconcern and In- 
difference with which that Gentleman expreſ- 
ſed himſelf, and immediately remember'd the 
+ Deſcription an able Hiſtorian has given us 
of this People in general, which is ſo much 
to the Life, and ſo pertinent to the preſent 
Occaſion, that I cannot forbear tranſcribing 
it, tho' ſomewhat long. 


From 


f Nulli mortalium pari ſolertia terram ac mare ad quz- 
ſtum exercent , utriuſque cultores elementi atque incetti 
juris. In hoc etiam perquam admirabiles, quod quan- 
tumcunque lucrum jacturamve, quæ Cut in mercatura) 
perſæpe faciunt , tam modico ſurdoque lætititæ ac dolo- 
ris ſenſu prztereunt , ut alienis intzrefie, non ſua curare 
credas ; æquitate, ut opinor , animi, ac cœlo illos ſuo 
frigidius animante , Strada, Lib. 1. Bell, Belg. 
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From their Colonies at Surinam the Dutch 
have Sugar, Gums, Tabacco , Rum, Rice, Ar- 
rack, Balm, Coffee, Woods for dying and other 
Uſes, and candied Oranges and Lemons. 
They divide the Levant Trade with the En- 
gliſh. By the Levant Trade is underſtood that 
carried on in Italy, Greeee, Aſia Minor, and 
Egypt. Our fine Cloths and Tin find a good 
Market there, and give us the Superiority in 
this Branch of Trade to the Dutch. They 
however have a conſiderable Traffick in thoſe: 
Parts, and zre at great Charges to maintain it. 
They have many Conſuls here; and the Dutch 
Ambaſſador at the Porte is partly paid by the 
Directors of the Levant Trade, who almoſt 
every Year are obliged to fend him and the 
Conſult rich Preſents, to be diſtributedamongſt 
the principal Miniſters of the Grand Signior. 
Their Trade tothe North or Baltic, which 
includes Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Ruſſia, 
Poland, and the North Coaſt of Germany, is 
ſuperior to that of the Engliſh. It is however 
tar from what it was before the Inſtitution of 
the new Companies at Copenhagen , Stockholm, 
and the Increaſe of the Trade of Hamburgh. 
By the Rine, Maes, Scheld. and other great 
navigable Rivers, the Dutch carry their Mer- 
chandize into the very Heart of the Empire 
and Auſtrian Netherlands. 
With regard to France, the Dutch, as well as all 
other Nations whatſoever, are Loſers in Trade. 
The French take nothing from others but Money. 


1 The: 
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The Dutch import yearly vaſt Quantities of ab 


Wine and Brandy from thence , chiefly for their co 
own Conſumption; as alſo fine Paper,and Toys. Tl 
Their Trade to Spainand Portugalis on a far Pa 


better Foot. They ſend greatQuantities of Bu 
Goods to America in the Name of Spaniards, 
and haveeven diſcover'd a Method for trading 
directly to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies fcom Cura- 
cao, a ſmall Iſland in their Poſſeſſion at no 
great Diſtance from Cartagena. They have alſo, 
under the Name ofthe Spaniſh Company, great 
Shares in the Plate Fleets that arrive yearly in 
the Ports of Spain. 

I come now to conſider the Trade of Great 
Britain and Ireland to and from the United Pro- 
vinces. I ſhall begin at Amſterdam, and trace 
the Commerce through every Part of Holland, 
Zealand, and Flandres, to Calais in France, 

One Year with another about 60 Sail of Ships 
from Great Britain and Irelandenter the Texel. 
In 1738. forty ſix Ships enter'd it from England 
only. Rotterdam. is generally thought to be in 
the ſole Poſſeſſion of our Trade; but that Mi- 
ſtake ariſes from our Ships being more conſpi- 
cuous there, than in the Port of Amſterdam, 
where they are in a manner loſt among whole 

Fleets of other Nations; beſides which there 


is no ordinary Paſſage from thence for En- t 1 
gland, as there is from Rotterdam, Which fer 
lies more commodiouſly for that purpoſe. is 8 


Beſides many Ships from Hull, Yarmouth, Guine 


Whitby , Leverpool, Dublin, Cork, &c. chere is Ter w 
| about ou 
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about a Dozen + Sloops, which ply the Trade 
continually between London and Rotterdam. 
They make five or fix Trips every Year, and 
Paſſengers are no inconſiderable Part of their 
Buſineſs, Some Years ago there were fiſteen 
or ſixteen of theſe Sloops. 

Dort is now an abandoned Port, being viſt- 
ted only by a few Colliers from Sunderland. 
Formerly it had much of our Trade, and was 
the Staple for Rheniſh Wines. But Rotterdam 
has ingroſſed it; and indeed that City, as it 
liesinthe midſt of a kind of Group of the great 
Cities of Holland, is a more convenient Port 
for our Trade than any other. 

Middleburg the Capital of the Province of 
Sealand, endeavours to ſhare in our Trade with 
Rotterdam, and for that Purpoſe has reduced the 
Cuſtoms almoſt to nothing: but Midaleburg lies 
out of the way. All the Trade it has as yet, 
conſiſts in ſome few Colliers from Scotland, 
about half a Dozen more from Hull and Far- 
mouth, and three Sloops, or, as they are cal- 
led, Packet Boats from London. They make 
ive or ſix Returns in the Year, and have ſo- 
metimes the Advantage of Paſſengers, as the 

F 4 Paſſa- 


There is an Opportunity of going every week in one 
or other of theſe Sloops to and from London, They atc 
large Veſſels from 100 to 200 Tons, The Paſſage, which 
is ſometimes very tedious , coſts 15 Shillings, beſides a 
Guinea for the Cabbin, and three Shillings for every Din- 
ner with the Captain. The Packet is both the moſt expe- 
ditious and the cheapelt Pa lage. 
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Pafſage is more direct, and leſs impeded by 
inland Sailing than that from Rotterdam. As b 
this Province is obliged to bring its Turf from 
Holland, having none of its own, they now 
begin to burn nothing but Scorch Coal, which C 
makes a much finer Fire, and comes at an ne 
Eaſier Rate than Turf. 

Ter veer is the Staple for the Trade from Scot- 
land, and has gained much by it; but Rotter- 
dam has deprived this Town alſo of Part of its 
Commerce. About 80 or 100 Sail from Scot- 
land enter this Port yearly, laden chiefly with 
Coals, Lead, Salmon, Stockings, and other 
Woollen Manufactures of Scotland, of which 
Nation there are between five and twenty: or 
thirty Families ſettled here. Their Privileges 
are great: for which Reaſon the Engliſh, who 
alſo trade hither, think proper to be all Scotch- 
men. They pay no Duties, and have Judges and 
Tribunals of their own. On the Stathouſe are 
the Statues of the Sovereigns of this Signiory, 
Predeceſſors to the Princes of Orange, very well 
done. The firſt is Henry de Borſellen, who li- 
ved about 600 Years ago. He married Zaune 
(for ſo the Name is fpelt) the Daughter ofa 
King of Scotland, who ſent with her a great 
Fleet of Ships for thofe Times. Hence the Scors 
date their Settlement and Privileges in this City. 

At Fluſhing another Town of Zealand, are 
always to be ſeen ſmall Engliſh Veſſels of about 
20 or 25 Tons, that run over to the Engliſh 


Coaſt with Brandy, Teas, and other ** 
an 
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band Goods, and as ſoon as they have met 
their Aſſociates, which is done without putting 
into any Harbour, they return for a fresh 
Cargo. As the prime Colt of their Wares are 
next to nothing in Zealand, they can afford 
good Penny worths to thoſe they deal with 
here. Zurick-zee, and other ſmall Towns of 
this Province alſo buy our Coals. 

Let us now go over to the Flemish Coaſt. 
Sluys ; which above two hundred Years ago 
was in poſſeſſion not only of our Trade, but 
that of a great Part of Europe, has now abſo- 
ſutely no Trade at all. It was ſupplanted by 
Brugesand Antwerp, as thoſe two great Cities: 
were afterwards by London and Amſterdam. 
Bruges indeed continues to enjoy a ſmall Trade 
by the Canal of OsTexnD. 

This laſt Placs is the beſt of the three Ports 
of Flanders, and ſends our Goods in ſmall Vel- 
ſels called Bilanders, of which it has about 1060 ,. 
into the very Heart of the Country. There 
are four Engliſh Sloops which conſtantly ply 
the Trade between O/tend and London and 
make ſour or five Trips in the Year : They 
have alſo ſome Advantage by Paſſengers. Beſi · 
des theſe, there are three large Engliſh Veſſels 
here, that trade to Cadiz, and the Straits. 
They belong to Merchants of London, but 
never touch on any Part of England. Four 
more are employed in bringing over Cloth ,. 
Stuffs, and other bale Goods; about. twelve: 
Colliers, moſt of them ſrom Sunderland. 

F 5 When 
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When Corn is ſcarce in Spain and elſewhere, 
Numbers of Veſlels, principally Englirh, load 
Flemish Wheat here. The Natives have few 
Ships of their own, fo that the Trade is carried 
on in foreign Bottoms. The Flemish Wheat is 
cheaper than the English; and the Englirh being 
the humbler Nation of the two, are contented 
to be their Carriers. 

Three Leagues South of Oſtend lies NrzvporrT. 
Its Haven is ſo choaked up, that only ſmall Ves. 
ſels can enter it. Our chief Trade hither is in 
Coals, which are ſent up the Country to pres, 
Tournay ,, &c. for the Uſe of Blackſmiths 

Six Leagues farther lies Du Nx RKIRk, which 
the French King has very prudently made a free 
Port. It has a great Trade, and brings him in a 
greater Revenue, than it did, when he conſider d 
it as the Bulwark ,. of his Kingdom on the Side 
of England and the Low Countries. Liſle, the 
Capital of French Flanders, is a moſt flourishing 
City in effect of its great Trade and Manu- 
factures. Theſe two Places are the beſt improy'd 
of all the French Conqueſts. They are a great 
Eye fore to Impcrial Flanders, Oflend, Bruges, 
Ghent, Antwerp, Bruſſels, and the other great 
Cities, whoare griev'dtoſee the French King 
more attentive to the Proſperity of his Sub- 
jects, than the Emperor. Had fo flourishing 
a Company, as that of O/tend, been eſtablished 
at any of the French Ports, the King of France 
would have protected it againſt any Power 
Whatloever. It is highly probable; that 1 
Cale. 
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caſe of a War in Flanders, theſe Cities will take 
the firſt fair Opportunity to exchange their 
Maſters; and to ſpeak impartially, they can- 
not be much to blame, if they should take: 
proper Meaſures for preventing their Ruin. 
All the Places, which have lately been con- 
quer'd and annex d to the Crown of France, 
enjoy a good Trade, and have great and 
thriving Manufactures, whilſt the People grow” 
rich, and have Plenty of Money, to the mea- 
neſt of them. Their Maſter alſo is both able and: 
willing to defend them againſtinvidious Neigh- 
bours. On the other hand the Emperor is poor, 
and makes his Subjects poorer. He does noth- 
ing on his Part to encourage the Trade and! 
Manufactures of theſe once flouriſhing Pro- 
vinces. He knows, add they, that there is ſtill 
ſome Money to be raiſed amongſt us from our 
Induſtry, and the Fertility of our Soil, and that 
he takes care to tranſport to Vienna, for carry- 
ing on an unjuſt War with the Turks, who had: 
committed no Infractions of Treaty, tothe Dis- 
grace of the Chriſtlan Name, and the Ruin of the 
Subject. In theſe, and ſtill ſtronger Terms, have 
Fheard both the Clergy and Laity expreſs them» 
ſelves in reſpect to their preſent low Condition. 

The Port of Dunkirk is crouded with the 
Veſſels of moſt Nations. Beſides other Engliſh: 
Ships there are no leſs than fix London Sloops 
that trade hither perpetually. They make fix: 
or ſeven Trips a Year.. Their Lading from: 
England is chiefly Tobaeco, Rice,. aud ſome 

F 6 Bale 
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Bale Goods; and they lade them back witk 
Brandy , Eggs, andold Rags for our Papermills; 
but Hollands, Laces, and vaſt Quantities of 
Cambricks are the valuable Part of heir Cargoes. 
The flemirh Trade having chalked out a new 
Channel to itſelf, viz. by this Port, which is 
more commodious than any other for the French 
Cambricks, (fc: it ſaves 1oper Cent. on the in- 
land Duties and Carriage. We cannot enter into 
any great Detail, but it will perhaps be worth 
our while to ſay ſomething upon the Arti- 
ele of Lace in particular. 

The two Provinces of Flanders and Brabant 
furnish-Englandand all Europe with this valua- 
ble Commodity. To encourage the Exportation, 
and in favour of the Convents, it is the only 
Commodity of the Country that pays no Duty. 
Nunneries that conſiſt of 300, and ſometimes 
1000 Perſons, partly maintain themſelves by 
this Work; and one cannot go into a Houſe 
without ſeeing two or three Wheels ſpinning 
this Thread. In England five whole Counties 
and about half à ſixth, are chiefly employ'd 
in the Manuſacture of Lace. As the Neceſſaries 
of Life are cheaper abroad, as moſt of the 
Convents have ſome Endowment, and do not 
intirely depend on their Induſtry for their Sub- 
ſiſtence, and as the Thread is the Product of 
their Country, it is evident, that the Fleming. 
can furnish Lace at much lower Rates than 
our Makers of it at home. It were therefore well 
worth Attention of our Legiſlature, * in 

cir. 
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their publick and private Capacities, to take 
Meaſures ſor diſcouraging the Wearing and 
Importation of foreign Lace, in order to make 
way for our own. It is very certain, that the 
Threads now made at Glasgow and Dnblin are 
little or nothing inferior to the Flemishin Fine- 
neſs, and even Whiteneſs, and that they far 
ſurpaſs it in Strength. 

From this short Account of the Trade in 7 
the nine principal Ports of the Low Corntriesy 
and of the Number of Ships employed in it, 
the Ballance ſeems very much on the Side of 
Great Britain; eſpecially if it be conſidered; 
that all our Veſlels go thither deep laden with 
our Commodities and Manufactures, andretnrn 
in a manner empty to their own Ports. heir 
Cargoes conſiſt of Tobacco, Rice, and Baie 
Goods of all Sorts; the Dutch Gentry wearing 
much of our Cloth, which they find both to 
be finer, and'to wear better than their own: 
Stuffs, Callimancoes, and all Sorts of our 
Woollens; Wheat, Hats, Leather, Tin, Lead; 
and Coals : All Sorts of fine Toys; as Watches, 
Snuft- boxes, Chains, Buckles, Buttons, Fans, 
Gloves, &c. The Dutch had formerly moſt 
of theſe from France, but now from England, 
where they think they are better made; ſo that 
our London Artizans have out done the French 
even in their own Bagatelles:. 

F. 7: The 
Theſe are Amflerdam, Rotterdam, and Dort in Holland; 


Middelburg , Ter Veer , and Hiſinge in Zeeland Offends , Nies 
tort 4, and Dunkirk in Flanders. 
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The Goods which we take in return are, as 
we have ſaid, Linnen, Cambrick, Lace, Brandy, 
Tea; which may be added Spice (the Dutch 
having engroſſed the Spice Trade) and human 
Hair. Were it poſſible to prevent the Impor- 
tation of ſuch of theſe Goods as are contra- 
band, and to oblige the reſt to pay the whole 
Duty laid on them by the Legiſlature , the 


Ballanceof Trade would lie extremely on our 
Side. / 
Every Week conſiderable Quantities of our ge 
Gold and Silver are enter'd at the Cuſtom- ha 
houſe for Holland, which ſurprizes many ; but da 
that does not proceed ſrom the Ballance of Hi 
Trade being againſt us, as has generally been rel 
believed, but the conſiderable Sums that the ant 
Dutch have in our publick Funds, in which they Tt 
think their Money more ſecure than any where loc 
elſe; and they will be paid no otherwiſe than for 
in Spece, a Thing we cannot reſuſe. Beſide: ter 


which it is to be conſider'd, that the Situation 
and Commerce of Holland is ſuch, as renders 
it more commodious than any other Country 
for Matters of Exchange to all Parts of the 
Continent of Europe, and even the other Quar- 
ters of the World ; London having the double 
Diſadvantage of being more remote, and ſitu- 
ate in an Iſland. | 
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AMBASSADORS and other F OREIGN: 
MINISTERS fo the States General. 


A our twenty Ambaſſadors and other Mi- 
niſters from Kings, Princes, and States, 
generally reſide at the Hague. Thoſe Powers 
have alſo their Agents and Confuls at Amfler- 
dam and Rotterdam. They all live in hired 
Houſes , except the Ambaſlador of Spain, who 
reſides in that which belongs to his Crown,. 
and that ſaves him 1 or 2,900 Gilders a Year.. 
The Pruſſian Miniſter is more magnificently 
lodged than any ofthem, in the Pallace, which 
formerly belon'gd to the Prince of Orange, af- 
terwards King Villiam of Great Britain. None 
of the Miniſters. however have Reaſon to com- 
plain There are many fine Houſes here for their 
Accomodation; but not quite ſo convenient 
as thoſe of London, nor ſo richly furnished 
as the Hotels of Paris. 

Rent and the other Expences of Houſe- 
keeping, are almoſt on a Par with the Price 
of them in the two Capitals juſt mentioned. 

The Privileges and Immunities of foreign 
Miniſters in this Court differ little from thoſe 
they enjoy elſewhere. The general Rule 
ebſery'd by the ſeveral Courts of Europe, that 

AT E 6 pre- 
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pretend to Equality, is to treat each others 
Minifters with the ſame Meaſure of Reſpect, 
as near as poſſible, in point of Ceremonial, 
Privileges, Ce. The Republick , tho' con- 
ſidered. as a Sovereign State, abate ſomething 
of the lofty Formalities, the other Powers 
contend for ſo much ; ſo that one ſeldom 


hears of their Miniſter's having quarrel'd 


about Precedency at a foreign Court.. It is 
a Part of their Inſtructions to avoid Diſputes 
of that kind ; that they may devote their 
whole Thoughts and Application to the ma- 
terial Affairs of their Embaſſies. 

One of the moſt conſiderable Privileges 
enjoyed here by foreign Miniſters is, in my 
Opinion, paying no Duty for their Wine. 
Were they to pay that, it would cut deep 
in-their Expences , and make this conſidera- 


ble Part of Houſe - keeping as dear as at Lon- 


don, and equal to the prime Coſt of their 
Liquor, which is not greater here than even 
atParisor Madrid. But there is this Difference; 
for one Hogshead in thoſe warm Climates, 
three are drank at the Fugue. where To- 
ping is ſo far from being avoided-, that it is 
reckon'd neceflary to Health, in giving a 
lively Motion to the Spirits.. We muſt obſerve 
here, that every Kind of Miniſters are not 
allowed this Privilege. The Reaſon of this is, 
formerly little Men, of no Principle, or Senie 
of Honour , were , I know not how., made 
Agents. Theſe fold this Indulgence of 85 
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Government, helped others to Wine in their 
Names Tax- free, and ſome were even ſo void 
of Shame, as to ſell Liquors publickly theme 
ſelves. Theſe Abuſes were fo maniteſt , that 
their Principals did not think fit to intepoſe 
in their behalf, and ſuffered the Government 
to tax them as private Perſons. One would 
however think , that as the Court of Great 
Britain, by appointing Gentlemen of Quality 
and Character to act for it at the Hague and 
Rotterdam, has not had this Imputation, 
Things should be with them upon the an- 
cient Foot in reſpect to Taxations. 


Lord LRExXxINGTON, the favourite Minifter 
of King Nilliam, ſo well read in Men, ne- 
gociated and ſigned the Treaty of Ryſwick in 
1697. The other British Miniſters , ſince the 
Beginning of this Century, to the Court of 
the Hague, were, during Queen Anne's Reign, 
the Duke of Marlborough, and the late Lord 
Townshend. l he firſt every Year on goingover 
to the Army took the Hague in his Way, where 
he aſſumed his Character of AmbaſſadorExtraor- 


dinary and Plenipotentiary. He ſeidom ſtaid 


longer than a few Days there, his Preſence 
belng neceſſary in the Army. He did not how- 
ever content himſelf with only conterring 
with the Miniſters of the State in private , 
he always demanded a publick Audience; 
upon which Occaſions he no doubt had ob- 
fery'd, that what he ſaid: had more Weight 
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As himſelf and Lord Godolphin were at the 
Helm, his Grace was conſidered as the De- 
politory of the Royal Counſels and Authority ; 
beſides which, his Perſon was very graceful, 
and he was always for pushing the & War. As 
fo grand a Confederacy had been formed, the 
Dutch were far from being averſe to that at 
leaſt till they had brought the FrenchKing back 
to the Pyrenean Treaty. And indeed they had 
been ſo tyrannized over by that inſolent Mo- 
narch for almoſt forty Yearts, that it is no 
wonder they laid hold of ſo fair an Opportu- 
nity for diſabling him to hurt them for the fu- 
ture; in conſequence of which they were re- 
$0lved now to act effectually for that purpoſe, 


Lord Townshend came frequently over with 
the Duke, and ſometimes alone in a publick 
Character. He made the ſame Demands, 
tho' not in the ſame Manner, as his Grace, 
who was 2 more courtly Perſon, and he was 
not ſo great a Favourite at this Court as the 
Duke of Marlborougb. 


He was ſucceeded by the Earl of Srrafford, 
and the Bishop of London, who were em- 
ployed to negotiate the Treaty of Utrecht, 
and were more than once inſulted by an in 

cen- 


* The peculiar Cbaracteriſticks of the Duke Marlborough 
were Preſence of Mind, and Poſſeſſion of himſelf , which 
Qualities hardly ever forſook him, and he was eſteem'd u 
great in the Cabinet, as he was glotious in the Field. 
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cenſed People, who feared the Intereſts of 
the whole Confederacy, and of their Coun- 
try in particular, were giving up by Treat y. 


On great Revolutions and the Acceſſion of 
Kings, ſolemn Embaſſies are uſually ſent to 
ſoreign Courts, to add Weight and Luſtre 
to ſuch Events. 


On the Acceſſion of King George I. to the 
Throne of Great Britain, Lord Cadogan was 
ö to the Hague, and the Earl of Stair to 

aris. 


Cadogan , who in the Army was next in 
Confidence, tho' not in Poſt, to the Duke 
of Marlbourgh, was named as a proper Perſon 
by the Duke. He had been acquainted with 
the Dutch Generals, and the States Deputies 
in Flanders, and acquitted himſelf of his 
Commiſſion with Dignity. 


At the ſame time the Earl of Stair ap- 
peared with unparalled Magnificence at the 
Court of France. His publick Entry was 
fplendid beyond all Imagination, and had 
more the Air of a preat King's Return to 
his Capital after a glorious Victory, than 
of a Miniſter coming to notify one Princc's 
Acceſſion to another. The leaſt that can be 
faid of it, is, that it looked like a publick 
Triumph in the Capital of an Enemy. The 
Grand Monarque did not like it. It looked ,. 
as if a Nation, which he had juſt before in 2 

man- 
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manner duped , in the Perſon oftheir Miniſter, 
intentionally eclipſed and inſulted him in his 
Capital, and on his Throne. But he was 
afraid to renew the War and our Miniſter 
in effect was more feared than loved. Stair 
was bold, ſagacious , vigilant, and in the moſt 
critical Conjuntturea Match for the moſt ſubtle 
Court in Europe. At the Expence of his own 
Fortune he did Honour to Great Britain, and 
very much contributed to eſtablish the preſenc 
auguſt Family on the 'Throre. 


Since the Death of the Earl of Sunderland in 
1722. the Right Honourable Horatio Walpole 
has been often at the Hague, at firſt with the 
Character of Envoy Extraordinary , and after- 
wards of Ambaſſador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary. As he is Brother to the Prime Mi- 
niſter, and of the Cabinet himſelf, he acted 
with full Powers at this Court. 


At the Acceſſion of His preſent Majeſty , 
the E. of Cheſterfield was ſent. thither. That 
Lord, during five Years Reſidence as Am- 
baſſador, lived at a great expence , and with 
a Magnificence becoming the Repreſentative 
of a great King. The Dutch thought they 
ſaw a Reſemblance in ſome Things between 
the Prince and his Miniſter. He might have 
had the Honour of a publick Entry , but de- 
clined it, which put the Citizens of the Hague 
out of Humour with him. But the Sight 

would 
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would not have been ſo magnificent as either 
he or they might have deſired it. He was 
ſollicitous to be recalled, and to be near the 
Perſon of his Prince, by whom he was be- 
loved. He at length obtained his Requeſt ;- 
but not till he had made it unqueſtionable, 
that he was the greateſt Genuis of all the 
foreign Miniſters of his Time. 

Since his recall , the Honourable Mr. Trevor 
has been Miniſter in Ordinary at the Hague, 
where he is now Envoy Extraordinary. Af- 
ter having made the Tour of Europe, that 
Gentleman was in Secretary of State's Office, 
where he had the Opportunity of forming 
himfelf for publick Buſineſs. He has a quick 
Diſcernment and ſolid Judgement. He is at 
preſent very young , but acquits himſelf in 
the moſt arduous Affairs with the Ability and 
Eaſe of the molt experienced in Negociation. 
He is is very much conſidered at the Hague, and 
in the Provinces , where, without the Luſtre 
ofa publick Character to ſet it oft, perſonal 
Merit is reſpe ted perhaps more than any where 
elſe. He has made a noble: Uſe of his Travels, 
and is profoundly verſed in Arts and Sciences. 
After the Example of the greateſt Miniſters, he 
devotes & leiſure Hour to the Muſes, by whom 
he is both honoured and beloved. In a Word, 
he is generally allowed to be the moſt accom- 
plish'd Gentleman in a publick Character at this 
Court, and to do Honour to the great Nation 
to which he belongs. a 1 
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N. Des Rolles, who was Britich Reſident 
a great while, is lately dead in a very ad- 
vanced Ape. 

M. Laurenzy is Agent, or Reſident , both 
for Great Britain, and the Electorate of Ha. 
nover , ſo that he has much Buſineſs upon his 
Hands; but is equal to it. He is alſo a Per- 
ſon of many amiable Qualities, and much 
conſidered at the Hague. 

Baron SpORCK Envoy Extraordinary for 
the Electorate. From his manner of living, 
his Appointments should be very conſiderable, 

The higheſt Character the Electors of the 
Empire uſually give their Miniſters at foreign 
Courts, is that of Knvoy Extraordinary.Crown'd 
Heads, and the Republicks of the United Pro- 
vinces and Venice, to ſave Expences, generally 
do the ſame, unleſs upon great Occaſions. 
The other Miniſters at this Court are: 

The Marqueſs DE FENELON, Ambaſſa- 
dor of France. He is Nephew to the late 
great Archbishop of Cambray, for the Honour 
of whoſe Memory he is yery paſſionate. He 
has lately cauſed two very magnificent Edi- 
tions of the TELEMACHUsS to be printed 
with fine copper Plates, as alſo of the Pre- 
late's other Works: And I have ſeen a fine 
gold Medal of him, of about ſix Guineas 
in Value; ſtruck by the Order, and at the 
Expence of this Miniſter. On one Side is 
the Head of that great Man, the Reverſe ! 


do not remember. The Marqueſs it as preſent 
at 
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at Paris ; but the Abbe de la Pille, Secretary to 
the Embaſſy, takes care of Affairs in his abſence. 

Count d'UnLEFELd is Envoy Extraordinary 


th from the Emperor. He is at preſent at Vienna. 
a- His Return to the Hague is uncertain, and it is 
ais. talked that he is to be ſent Ambaſſador to Con- 
1 WW ſtantinople. 

ch This Miniſter was an intire Friend tothe Dutch, 
Fs and would fain have cultivated a good Under- 


ſtanding between his Maſter and the two Mari. 
8 time Powers; but for that he had no thanks nor 
Commiſſion from his own Court. In this part of 
his Conduct he reſembled Sir Pilliam Temple; 


12 WW who did all he could to promote mutual Ami- 
ml Wl ty, and an Alliance between his Maſter and 
ro. the States, tho he did not find one Word to 


that purpoſe in his Inſtructions. 

The Marqueſs de St. Gi.LEs, a Perſon of 
great Magnificence , is Ambaſſador from the 
moſt Catholick King. 

The Count de Gororkin, who has heen em- 
ployed in many Embaſſies, is Ambaſſador Ple- 
nipotentiary from the Empreſs of Ru/Niato the 
States, He has the moſt numerous Family (con- 
ſiſting of above and hundred Perſons) and the 
beſt regulated Miniſter at the Hague. He has 
many Children. He has not been imploy'd in 
any important Negociation ſince his Arrival. 

M. Luiſcius, Envoy Extraordinary from the 
King of Pruſſia, is a Native of Zanten in the 
Dutchy of Cleves. His Pruſſian Majeſty gene- 
rally chuſes his Miniſters for the Hague from 


this 
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this Country, which borders on the United 
Provinces, the Natives of it being ſuppoſed 
to know the Low Dutch CuſtomsandLanguague 
better than others. Luiſcius is a Man of Let- 
ters, and well read in the Law, which he 
practiſed at the Hague before he was ap- 
pointed Miniſter. In dis noble hiſtorical and 
genealogical Dictionary lately publiſhed in 
everal Folio's, he is ſo modeſt to aſſume no 
other title but that of Lawyer. He affords no 
ſmall Eaſe to his Court; for hedraws up moſt 
of the Memorials and other Papers , which 
he preſents concerning the King's Affairs, and 
particularly the Succeſſion Zuliers and Berg, 
which he perfectly underſtands, and to which 
his Maſter has ſo good a Right. But it is 
much to be feared, that neither the King's 
Right, nor the Miniſter's Ability will be of 
any Avail. Lewis XV. who does not care 
that the Dominions of ſo powerful a Prince 
ſhould augment on the Frontiers of France, has 
declared it his Opinion, that the Prince of 
Sultzbach , from whom he has nothing to ap- 
| 6" wh has the better Right. For the ſame 

eaſon, the: States General do not ſeem to 
vary in their Sentiments from the moſt Chriſ- 
tian King. At firſt Great Britain thought her- 
ſelf no otherwiſe concerned in that Succeſſion, 
than to have it amicably ſettled, and a War 
thereby prevented , in which ſhe might be 
obliged to engage, to prevent her formidable 


Neighbour from taking Adyantages, and ag: 
gran: 


dothit 
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grandizing himſelf with new Spoils. For this 
endwe enter'd into a Proviſional Treaty with 
France and the United Provinces , to guarantee 
the eventual Succeſſion of the Countries in 
diſpute to the Prince of Sultzbach, on the De- 
miſe of the Elector Palatine. The Emperor, 
whoſe ſole Right it was to take Cognizance 
of this Affair, perceiving he could not effect a 
Sequeſtration , and that he ſhould get nothing 
by it, to ſpare himſelf farther trouble, referr'd 
the whole Affalr to the Court of France, with 
which the Empire had preat reaſon to be dis- 
ſatisfied. It is moſt certain, that were thoſe 
Countries in the poſſeſſion of a King of Pruſ/fa, 
it would greatly conduce to advance the Prote- 
ſtant Intreſt, and to ſtrengthen the Barrier 
againſt France. It was perhaps this ſecond 
maturer- thought , that has induced the two 
maritime powers to endeavour to recede from 
their firſt Engagement , and to give a new 
turn to this ſtill depending Affair: but France 
will liſten to no Variation, and inſiſts upon 
pinning them down to the Proviſional Treaty. 
The Houſe of Auſtria, which all Europe, and 
the two Maritime Powers in particular, have 
taken ſo much pains to ſet up in oppoſition to 
the Houſe of Bourbon, is no longer to be de- 
pended on. The Wall is removed , and all 
within expoſed, and at the Mercy of the 
Enemy. It therefore infinitely concerns Eu- 
rope, and eſpecially Great Britain, which has 
nothing to fear from _ Facreaſe of Territory 

in 
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in the Houſe of Pruſſia, to ſupport the juſt 7 
Pretenſions of that Houſe , or of any other, ¶ her; 
that may in any manner ſupply the Defe& or MW can 
in Inability of the Auſtrian Family. — But N 
to return to our Subject. | Ens 
M. Luiſcius was recalled in 1739. and was W Ma 
much diſcompoſed on that Occaſion. He is bee 
ſucceded by the Count de Rasfeld , who is Ml did 
alſo a Native of Clever. 

M. vx BrossEs is Envoy Extraordinary 
from Poland and Saxony : for he acts for both, 
without having a Multiplicity of Buſines upon 
his Hands. He was angry with the States, 
becauſe they would do nothing to aſſiſt his 
. Maſter in obtaining the Crown of Poland; and 
at preſent he has no great Reaſon to be 
pleaſed with the Coldneſs, with which they 
receive the many Memorials he delivres them 
concerning the Pretenſions of Saxony to Fuliers 
and Berg. The King of Poland is however 
in the right to ſupport his Pretenſions: for 
ſuch is the Mutability of all human Things, 
that Occaſion may ſome time or other riſe 
up to give them Place, and make them ef- 
fectual. De Broſſes is not married: He lives 
in a grand Manner, and gives more Enter- 
tainments to the foreign Miniſters and others, 
than any one at the Hague he ſeems to 

lace the ſummum bonum of Life in theſe 
Enjoyments, and Variety; {or he is every 
where. He is a ggod natur'd fine Gentle— 
INN. 
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The Count De Richecourt is lately arrived 
here as Miniſter from the Great Duke of Tus- 
cany. 

M. GRS, of North Britich Extraction, is 
Envoy Extraordinary here from his Danish 
Majeſty, He was in inferior Orders, having 
been bred for the Church; but his Inclinations 
did not lie that Way. He is reckon'd to have 
a very good Head, and to write better than he 
ſpeaks. : 

Pi Paxxys is honoured with the ſame Cha- 
rater on the Part of the Crown of Sweden. 

The Miniſter that reſides here from the King 
of Sardinia, is the Count DE CHavanss. 

M. GansinoT is Envoy Extraordinary 
from the Ele&ors of Cologn , Bavaria, and Pa- 
latine. 

The Baron px Pram bas the ſame Character 
from the Duke of Wiriemberg: As VAN SANDE 
has from the Duke of Mechlenburg. 

M. Horst is Reſident from the Prince and 
Bithop of Liege. 

The Hanſe Towns have always a Reſident 
here to take care of their Intereſts in Matters 
of Commerce. | 

Beſides theſe Ambaſſadors , and other Mi- 
niſters at the Hague, the ſeveral trading 
Powers of Europe have particular Miniſters, 
who reſide at Amſterdam and Rotterdam. Their 
Buſineſs is of two Kinds; to take care of the 
Commerce and to negociate the Money- bills 
[rom their reſpective Courts, for the dap ment 


# . 
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of Ambaſſadors at the Hague, and for ſecret 
Services. They act in ſome meaſure under the 
Ambaſſadors, and are employ'd by them in 
particular Affairs. Theſe Gentlemen bave not 
the ſame Denomination. "Thoſe of Great Bri- 
tain, Sweden, Denmark, and Poland, are cal- 
led Agents; of Spain and Venice, Conſuls ; and 
of France, Commiſſary of the Marine of France. 
their Employment however is the ſame. 

The Perſons employ'd at preſent in this 
Functlon at Rotterdam and Amſterdamby Great 
Britain, are Meſſrs. Wolters and Regnard; by 
France Meſſrs. Lagier de TaſJis and Potin; by 
Spain Don Rodriguez; by Sweden M. Balguery, 
and by Poland and Saxony M. Bertrey. 

The King of Great Britain has alſo a Com- 
miſſary at Utrecht, who lives in an Houſe be- 
longing to His Majeſty , and whoſe Buſineſs it 
is to provide travelling Equipages in bis Jour- 
nies to and from Hanover. There is alſo a 
large Houſe applied to the ſame Uſe at Rhe- 
nen, twenty miles from Utrecht. The unfor- 
tunate King of Bohemia retired thither with 
his Family, and reſided there a great white, 
where he built this Houſe, and planted fine 
Gardens, Cc. It ſell to the King by his 
Grandmother the Electtres Sophia, Daughter 
of the ſaid Frederik, by Elizabetb, Daughter 
of King James 1. of Great Britain. 

The Appointments of foreign Miniſters at 
the Hague , as at other Courcs of Europe, are 
either ſettled , as are thoſe of the —_— 20 
5 uie 
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Dutch Miniſters; or arbitrary, according to 
their Intereſt in their reſpective Courts, as 
thoſe of Spain. 

Thoſe ot the higheſt Order, as Ambaſſadors, 
haye very conſiderable Stipends, beſides an 
Allowance for Plate and Equipage. Our Mi- 
niſters indeed have the Honour to repreſent a 
great and powerful Prince, and to do Honour 
and important Service to their Country. Sir 
William Temple, who was Ambaſſador at the 
Hague in the Reign of King Charles the Second. 
appeared there with great Magnificence, and 
preſerved the Dignity , which became the Re. 
preſentative of à King of creat Britain, and 
his Rights as Ambaſlador of that Prince. A 
Servant of his having been ſummon'dto appear 
before the Court of Holland, in the Year 1670; 
the Ambaſlador ſent the following Letter to 
the Procurator of the Court, which ended the 
Affair, viz, | 

„One of my Secretaries having given me 
„A Copy of a Paper ſign'd by you F. de 
" Bra, which was brought to my Houſe, 
„and given to one of my Servants, by which 
» Paper you ſummon one N. Putt, Valet, or 
» Footman to theEnglirhAmbaſlador to appear 
„before the Cour of Holland By the Title 
„you give the ſaid N. Vatt, you make it 
„plain, that you believe him to be actually 
„in my Houſe and Service; upon which I 
„ have thought good to tell you, that I look 
„ upon you as an inſolent Fellow, for daring to 

G 3 „bring 
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„ bring ſuch a Paper into my Houſe; and that 
„ 1 do not intend any of my Servants ſhall be 
„ look'd upon as Subject to the Juriſdiction of 
, any Court of this Country, or of any other, 
„ beſide thoſe of the King my Maſter; and if 
„ any of them offends againſt the Laws, 
„ Complaint muſt be made to me, that I may 
„either order Juſtice to be done, or deliver 
„ the Offender of my own Accord to be 
„ punished by the Law of the Place, having 
„ before hand diſinis'd him from my Service, 
„ Therefore I dò not deſign to be expoſed to 
„ ſuch an Inſolence as this that you have com- 
», mitted againſt me, in treating me like one of 
„ your Burgers, as well by the Paper leſt in 
, my Houſe, as by the ringing of the Bell, 
„ whereof you make mention. What I here 
„ ſay , you may let your Maſters know from 
„ me, by whoſe Order you pretend to have 
», ated. Beſides, for their farther Information, 
„ let them know, that whilſt I reſide in this 
„ Country, I will never ſuffer the Rights and 
3, Privileges ſo long granted to Ambaſladors by 
„ the Law of Nations, and hitherto obſerved 
„ and reſpected by all Princes of Chriſtendom, 
„ to be violated, or any Way infringed, in 
„ this Country in my Perſon , under pre- 
„ tence of any particular Sovereignty of 
„Province, or Privilege of a City, in! 
„Commonwealth, where I have the Honour 
„ to ſerve a King in Quality of bis Ambas: 


„ ſador. 
| Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding Sir Nilliam Temple per- 

formed many eminent, Services, it ſeems, that. 

he had hardly Intereit enough at Court, to 

ſupport his Credit, and to be conſidered in 

ſach manner as he might have been in a better 

time. In a Letter of his to Sir John Tempir, 

ſpeaking of his Inclination to retire from pu- 
blick buſineſs, he ſays, „Nor shall 1 eaſily 

,, reſolve to offer at any of thoſe Adyantages 
„ you think I might make upon ſuch aRetreac 
„of the King's Favour, or good opinion, by 
„ pretending either to Penſion, or any other 
,, Employment. The Honour and Pay ot 
„ ſuch Poſts, as I have been in, ought co be 
,, eſteem'd ſufficient for the beſt Service of 
„ them; and if I have Credit left with the 
,» preſent Miniſters to get what is owing me 
„upon my Embaſlly , I shall think my felt 
„ enough rewarded ; conſidering how different 
„ a Value is now like to be put upon my Ser- 
„ vices in Holland, from what there was when 

„they were performed. 't Is very likely at 
„ that time, titre were few reaſonable things 
„the King would have denied me, while the. 
„triple Alliance, and our League with Hol- 
„ land, had ſo great a Vogue; and my 

„Friends were not wanting in their Advices 

„to me to make Uſe of it. But I have 

„ reſolved never to ask any thing of him, 

„but by ſerving him well. 

As our Miniſters at foreign Courts are the 


King's immediate Servants, they ate all paid 


4 by 
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by his Majeſty. The Money expended for 
ſecret Service is brought to the Account of 
the Nation. This Money judiciouſly diſtri- 
buted, is of infinite Service. All wiſe People 
therefore think, that however ſparing States 
mey be in other Articles, in this, with good 
Management, they can hardly be too lavish. 
Every body knows the Influence which Lowir 
XIV. had ſucceſſively in moſt of the Courts of 
Europe. He kept able Miniſters abroad, and 
did not let them want for Gold. Several of 
thoſe Provinces and Cities which he-annexed 
to his Dominions, were rather Purchaſes than 
Conqueſts; and tho' during the laſt genera! 
War he was drove out of many of his Poſſeſ- 
ſions, he however retained his Dominion; 
fntire in the end. 

The King of Great Britain's Miniſters 
for the Electorate at foreign Courts make 
= good Appearence, from whence it is evi- 
* that their Remittances are conſidera- 
Dle. | 
The Salaries of the French Miniſtres are not 
quite ſo large as our, but they make to the 
Tull as great an Appearance. 

The natural Loftineis of the Spanjaard ac- 
companies him every where, ſo that he has 
at leaſt the Air of a great Miniſter. When he 
makes any Entertainments they are very magni- 
ficent. His Plate, the Product of the Peruvian 
Mines, iſ rich beyond Imagination; in which 
Point he outdoes all the other Miniſters. 125 
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Appointments generally exceed thoſe of moſt 
other Courts. 

No Power in Europe allows their Miniſters © 
at foreign Courts more liberally than the King 
of Portugal. The Count De Taraucca was the 
moſt magnificent Miniſter of his Time. He 
choſe the moſt publick Hotel of the Hague, 
that at the Corner of the Plain , facing Prince 
Mourice's Houſe, for his Reſidence. All the 
World knew when this great Lord ſat down to 
Dinner. The Hague reſounded with Hautboys , 
Trumpets, French Horns, &c, From the Stair- 
caſe of the Palace, which was at all Hours 
fournished with whole Troops of Domeſticks 
in ſplendid Liveries. Nor did he live with leſs 
Pomp during his other long Embaſſy in the 
Court of Vienna, where he died at and advanc- 
ed Age in 1738. The Count had a great Eſtate 
in Portugal, but deſired not to be recalled; 
Notwithſtanding all his paſt Splendor, on his 
Return toCourt he muſt have been confounded 
with the Tribe he found there, have received 
ſome Mortifications, and given place to many. 
During his Embaſſies he ſaw nothing above 
him but the Emperor only. He could indeed 
have retired to very magnificent Seats in che 
Country; but his having acted ſo long in a 
publick Sphere, had made him loſe all Relith 
for that Kind of Life. The Fall from: ſo much 
State and Eminence that Ambaſſadors ſuffer on 
being recalled, is very great, and might mor- 
tify a weak Man; beſides which, they are not 
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often taken into the Adminiſtration at Home, 
tho' if they are Perſons of great ability they 
might continue to render their Country im- 
portant Services. 


The Inhabitants of the Hague regretted the 
Loſs of Taraucca: And indeed no Miniſters are 
more welcome to the ſeveral Capitals of Eu- 
rope, than thoſe of Portugal. For the Ambaſ- 
ſadors of that Crown , beſides their own Ex- 
pences , have laid out great Sums at the 
Hague, London, Paris, and Rome, ſince the 
Acceſſion of the preſent King John V. on 
Books, Maps, Prints, Mathematical Inſtru- 
ments, Statues, Pictures, and other Things 
of Value. Ihe Arts and Sciences are to be 
ſeen no where in ſo much Luſtre as at the 
Court of Portugal. 


The Ruſſian Miniſters make an handſome Ap- 
pearance here. Count Golafskin has conſide- 
rable Appointments. Before Peter the Great, 
who indeed new-founded that empire, und 
every Thing in it, upon the beſt Models he 
could meet with in his Travels to the ſeveral 
Courts of Europe, the Ru{ſian Miniſters did no 
Honour to their Crown. Now Things are 
wonderfully changed: Sic orbis vertitur tan- 
quam mola. 'The Manners Order and Decorum 
of Count Golofikin and his Family might be 2 
Model to otter Miniſters. Prince Kurakin , 
who long reſided at this Court as * 
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Extraordinary , was 2 modeſt, ſedate, well- 
behaved Man. The Emperor Peter had a great 
Value for him. He appeared here when RU 
had attained to the Zenith of Glory. His 
Prince had ſettled the State, triumphd over 
all his Enemies, and aſſumed the Title of 
Emperor, a, Title which all Europe owned no 
leſs due to his Virtues than to his Power and 
Greatneſs. The Memorial deliver'd tothe States 
by this Miniſter, to deſire them to acknowledge 
his Maſter Emperor of all Ruſſia, was delicately 
worded, and with great Modeſty, tho? there 
never was greater room for expatiating and 
Panegyrick. It was generally believed to be 
drawn up by Kurakin,tho'others ſeem toaſcribe 
it more juſtly to Peter himſelf, One of Kurakin's 
Secretaries was a Fr.nchman, but all were po- 
ſitive that it was not done by him. The States 
far from heſitating about the Title, were glad 
they were amongſt the firſt that were applied 
to, and that they had an Opportunity of ob- 
liging ſo great a Prince, not only in complying 
themſelves, but in ſetting the Example to the 
other States of Europe to do the ſame. They 
thought for this trifling Favour to obtain ſome 
ſolid Adyantage to their Commerce. But the 
Miniſter did not think the Deputation that 
came to his Houſe from the States, Solemn 
enough, It conſiſted only of three Members 
at nine in the Morning , who, after having 
made a very short dry Speech, returned to 
the States that were ſitting. The Manner of 
G 6 granting 
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granting Favours often deſtroys the Merit of 
them, and makes them ſeem even a different 
kind of Injuries. Kurakin was however in 
au Error on this Occaſion. The States fol- 
Hwed their uſual Forms, and he had no Rea- 
fn to doubt their Reſpe&t and Zeal. This 
Miniſter at laſt loſt ſo exceſſively in the Dutch 
Bubbles, that he was obliged to retrench his 
Equipage and Table, and to live almoſt ſor- 
didly ; The Ruſſian Youth in conſequence , 
who were in Holland for the ſake of Education 
at the Emperor's Expence , were reduced to 
reat Straits, and ready to ſtarve. They could 
| no Money from the Miniſter , to whoſe 
Care they were committed. He found means 
to extricate himſelf at laſt, and was ſent to 
Paris with the ſame Character he had at the 
Hague. He was much honoured, and died 
there. | 
Her preſent Czarish Majeſty gives large Sala- 
riesto her own Miniſters, and makes yery noble 
Preſents to thoſe of foreign Princes on leaving 
her Court. In 1735. she gave Count Zawiſco, 
the King of Foland's Miniſter, 6000 Rubles 
on his returning to FYar/aw; but her uſual 
Preſent is her Picture ſet with Diamonds to 
the Value of ſeveral. thouſand Rubles. To 
the Miniſters of Per/ia, China, the Great Mo- 
gu, and other Eaſtern Monarchs, to = 
| Joule 
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Gold and precious Stones are no Rarities , 

she gives rich Furs and Ermine of extraordi- 

nary Beauty. | 
The Miniſters live and paſs their Time 


much in this Manner, pretty early in the 


Morning, according to their Affairs, they 
ſee one another at their Houſes ; for after 
nine or ten o'Clock they are not to be found 
at home. At twelve they meet at the Baron 
Pfan's on the Foorhout , where they con- 
verſe on indifferent Matters , as in a Coffees 
houſe. At three they either go home, or 
where they are invited, to Dinner. About 
ſix they go to the Aſſemblies, of which 
there is always at leaſt one every Evening 
at one Houſe or another. There they play, 
or elſe go to the Theatre. The Places where 
they take the Air in their Coaches are the 
Voorhout , or the Walk to Scheveling, On 
Poſt Nights it is not to be expected that 
Miniſters are to be ſeen. 

They frequent no Coffee-houſes. Roſelli's., 
which is the politeſt, is only reſorted to b 
the Beaux and Petit Maitres , an inſignifi- 
cant Species of whom the Miniſters take no 
Notice. | 

But the reigning Diverſion of this Court, 
as indeed of moſt others, is Gaming. Thoſe 
however who do not play, are not thought 
fo unfashionable and ill bred, and conſequent- 
ly are not ſo much out of countenance here, 
3s. at Paris. or London. The ſerene Delights 
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of the Hague make the Amuſement of Play 
ſuperfluous and unneceſſary. 

Thoſe who play here , play deep, to the 
great Loſs both of their Money and Time, 
An Honourable Perſon during his Ambaſſy 
loſt exceſſively. All the Hague combined 
aginſt him, and every body ſaw it as well 
as himſelf, tho' he ſeemed to overlook it. 
In other Reſpects he was far the greateſt Ge- 
nius and Head piecie of them all. 

Therewas anunexpefted Rencounter he- 
tween the late King of Pry//ia and his Mi- 
niſter at the Hague. The King, tho” to the 
lait Degree manificent , and who uſvally 
travell'd like a King, would ſometimes be 
'incog. and enter a Town or an Houſe like 
a private Peſon. He made one of theſe Ex- 
curſions from Cleves to the Hague, which 
he enter'd at Night, and went directly to 
his Miniſter's Houſe. The Door was open, 
and no Profuſion of Lights in the Entry, 
Being not tall, he went forward unobſerved 
into a Room before him , where he found 
his Miniſter and a large Company at Cards. 
They were ſurrounded with Domeſticks, and 
other Lookers on, by the means of whom 
his Majeſty took his Station unobſerved be- 
hind his Miniſter's Chair. There he ſtood 
a conſiderable Length of Time. At laſt his 
Miniſter being about to play a wrong Card, 
the King , who underſtood play better than 
he liked it , tapp'd him on the Shoulder, 

an 
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and adviſed him, to take another Card. The 
Gameſter, who did not expect ſuch a Viſit, 
nor deſire ſuch a Counſellor at that Time, 
was not a littie confounded. The King only 
ſaid to him, Very well, Sir: is this your 
Manner of minding my Affairs? He accom- 
panied thoſe Words indeed with a Smile; 
but the Smile was perhaps intended for the 
Company , and the Words for. the Miniſter. 
Frederick III. was an awful Prince, with 
whom there was no Jeſting, any more than 
with his Son the late King. 

People obſerve Forms here more than they 
do at the Court of Great- Britain. They know 
nothing of a Morning Undreſs. Were a Per- 
ſon of Quality to appear in the Mall at the 
Hague equipped like his Footman, every Body 
would believe him out of his Senſes. 

The equipages of the Miniſters are not 
ing Zo aq They drive at the Hague, as 
at London, with a Pair of Horſes, and two 
or three Footmen behind the Coach. Nor 
do they uſe thoſe great Machines , State- 
coaches, which two Horſes can hardly draw 
along, Were a Miniſter to introduce the 
daily Uſe of them (for in publick Entries the 
Ambaſſador always rides in one) it would not 
be long perhaps before they were prohibited 
by an Edict of the State, At Am/terdom only 
privileged Perſons are allowed the uſe of 
Coaches, for fear of shaking the Houſes; ſo 
very ſpongy and ynſtable is the Ground 3 
5 Which 
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which that City ftands. The Ground indeed 
of the Hague is ſomething firmer. 

Ambaſſadors generally have no more than 
fix Footmen , beſides the Domeſticks of a 
ſuperior Claſs, and the Miniſtres de la Boucbe, 
as the French call them. 

The Place were this Part of his Excel- 
lency's Splendor is diſplayed at large (that 
is, his Footmen) is at Table, employed 
in ſerving about rich Wines. But this is 
not the only Part of the Houſe where they 
are ſeen : There is another, where one is 
ſure to. meet with them all. wihther one 
cares for the Sight or no: This is called 
the Entry. I know the Domeſticks of ſome 
Hotels have been forbid to appear here, 
and it were to be wis!'d the Prohibition 
were general. It is ſtill a greater Hardship 
to find a Troop of theſe Fellows laying wait 
for a Man at the Door, when he comes 
out from their Maſter , with whom perhaps 
he has had no Reaſon to be very well 1a- 
tisfied. 

It is uſual for this, as well as other Courts, 
to make a Preſent to a foreign Miniſter on 
his being recalled. 

The States give a gold Chain and Medal, 
value 1300 Florins, or 130 I. Sterling; to 
Ambaſſadors a Preſent of the like Nature 
worth 6000 Gilders , or 600 J. and another 
to their Secretaries of 60 1. Value, The 
King of Great-Britain gives conſiderable Pre- 
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ſents , it was to the amour of 700 1. which 
was preſented to Prince Cantimir , the Rus/ian 
Ambaſſudor , on his removing from London 
to Paris, This is given in Token of the 
Royal Fayour , and that the Perfon of the 
Ambaſſador was agreable to the Court he is 
going to leave. It is alſo intended to beſpeak 
his good Word at that own Court, to which 
it defrays the Charges of his Journey, The 
Frenc King ſcldom gives Money. but uſually 
his Picture ſet with Jewels, or ſome ſuch va- 
luable Mark of hiſt Eſteem, We have mentio- 
ned the Munificence of the Crown of Rug/za 
upon this Occaſion above. 

Publick Entries are now much out of fashion. 
They are chiefly kept up by the Republick of 
Venice, and the Knights of Malta. The Am- 
baſſadors of thoſe two States to the Court of 
Rome never fail to make publick Entries; and 
that is all their Excellencies do, for they have 
no manner of Buſineſs to negociate there. Af- 
ter they have furnish'd out the Sux w, they 
return home ſome 18 or 20,000 Sequins lighter 
than they ſet out. Ihe Romans, and indeed 
the /talians in general , are never weary of 
theſe Sights. A King's Acceſſion , ſome grand 
Alliance, Treatics of Marriage, &c. are now 
the chief Occaſions on which his Ambaſſadors 
are ordered to make publick Entries. We will 
conclude this Article upon publick Miniſters , 
with ſaying ſomething in particular upon thoſe 
of the States General. 8 
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The Thriftineſs of this wiſe Republick in 
reſpect to the Expence of publick Money, ap- 
pears in every | * No Officer or Miniſter 
she has can make a Fortune, or indeed a Fi- 
gure, at the Charge of the State. The Mi- 
niſters at home ſerve in a manner gratis; and na 
thoſe at foreign Courts have juſt enough, if Ste 
they have quite that, allowed them. Tho of 
her extenſive Commerce obliges her to have of 
Miniſters at as many Places as Great Britain, , 
yet she maintains them at a leſs Expence by at MW wh 
leaſt one · third; and at preſent sbe bas only to 
three in the Character of Ambaſſadors. the 

The ordinary Salary of theſe Miniſters of W upc 
the firſt Claſs is 20,000 Gilders , which is not but 
quite 2c co l. of our Money. M. VanDerwtrr MM of t 
Bas been on the begging hand with the Go- 
vernment to augment that Sum, but without 
Succeſs, till very lately. He is Ambaſſador at 
the Court of Madrid. As long as the King of 
Spair's Regulation againſt Luxury in Dreſs, 
Equipage, Cc. remained in force, it was no 
ſmall Relief to the foreign Miniſters that reſi- 
ded there, who however found living very 
expenſive. But bn the Suſpenſion of that Re- 
gulation in 1738 , they all petitioned their 
reſpective Courts for an Augmentation of 
Appointments, the Court of Madrid being 
become ſo ſplendid, that there was no ap: 
pearing for them with ſuitable Decency on 
their former Salaries. Great Britain and Franc: 


immediately augmented the Allowance of ny 
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Miniſters. The firſt advanced that of her Mi- 
niſter Plenipotentiary ; Benjamin Keen? Eſq; to 
above 6000 l. and the latter that of the Count 
de la Mark to 120,000 Livres per Annume 
Whereas his Predeceſſor the Count deFraugre- 
nant's Appointments were only 80,000. 'The 
States ſaw themſclves now under the Neceſſity 
of making ſome Addition tothe Appointments 
of M. Fandermeer. | 

The Count de WELDerEy and M. Stwvrus, 
who were appointed Ambaſſadors to England 


to congratulate their Briftannick Majeſties on 


their Acceſſion to the Throne, were allowed 
upon that great Occaſion 30,000 Gilders each, 
but they had no ſooner made the compliments 
of the States, than they were recalled, and a 
Miniſter with the Character of Enyov ſent to 
ſucceed them. The States, to give a Luſtre 
to the Embaſſy, and make the compliment 
more compleat, ordered the Ambaſſadors to 
make a publick Entry ; but even upon that 
occaſion for diſplaying magnificence , the 
frugal Genuis of the Nation thoſe Miniſters 
repreſented, was diſcernible. | 
The States are very induſtrious to oblige the 
foreign Miniſters who reſide with them. They 
make no great uſe of a Maſter of the ceremo- 
nies, or Introductor of Ambaſſadors , as he is 
alſo called: they in a great meaſure do the 
Honours of the State themſelves. Thus in 
Auguſt 1739 , the Count de Raagfeld, tho only 
Envoy from the King of Pruſſia, after having 
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had a conference with their High Mightineſſes 
in the chamber of the Truce , was recon- 
ducted to the Foot of the Stairs by M. de 
Ferſeman and the Baron de Milan Viſconti, 
Deputies from the Provinces of Zealand and 
Utrecht. 

Good Proviſion is however made by this 
wiſe State for ſuch of her Miniſters as have 
impaired their Fortunes, or grown old in her 
Service. They have amongſt them the ancient 
Demeſnes of Holland, the Revenues of which 
they collect themſelves, without accounting 
to the States. Upon Emergencies of the Go- 
vernment however, they call upon them tor 
a Subſidy of 2 or 300,000 Crowns, or more, 
according as the Chamber is ſuppoſed to be 
grown rich, and to haye in their Hands more 
then is neceſſary to the general Deſign of its 
Inſtitution. No Nation perhaps has provided 
ſo Profitable and Honourable a Retirement tor 
its Miniſters after their Services, which they 
may long enjoy aſter being recalled, and de- 
clared Emeriti. And indeed the unreaſonable 
Parſimony with which they are treated whilſt 
in Office, is no leſs to be cenſured, than the 
noble Proviſion afterwards made for them, is 
great and praiſe worthy: | 

This and many other Inſtances of the thriſti- 
neſs of the Republick bave induced People to 
think, that the carried the Virtue of Frugality 
too far, and have ſunk her with ſome in the 
Eyes of the World. 
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It is even notorious, that the ſame Spirit 
has influenced the whole conduct of the Re- 
publick, and made her ſometimes neglect ex- 
tending her Frontier on the Side of the Ene- 
my. In the Year 1658, Munſter was lot ; 
Amſterdam not conſenting to keep that impor- 
tant City on account of the Expence. But they 
ſoon found to their Grief, that the Spirit of 
ſaving, coſt them. many Millions, when the 
martial Biſhopvan Galen had almoſt ruined them 
on the Side of Groningen and Friesland, Had 
that Town been in the Hands of the States, it 
would not only have effectually covered them 
then, but been a very proper Place in all 
times for raifing Troops in Neſiphalia; a Cir- 
cumſtance of great Importance to Holland, 
where Levies are made with no ſmall difficul- 
ty. Another Error, ſays a great Man, into 
which the conduct of Amſterdam drew the 
States, was the Refuſal of the Offer made them 
in 1663, by Eſtrades the French Ambaſſador , 
ofa Partition of the Spanish (now Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands. By this Diviſion Oftend, and a Line 
from thence to Maſtricht, within which Bruges, 
Cent, and Antwerpe were included, were 
to be in the poſſeſſion of the States, the Franch 
deſiring only St Omer, Falenciennes , Cambray. 
and Luxenburg; and the Country between thoſe 
Lines was to form a free Commonwealth. 
This was much debated throughout Holland. 
it was evident, that this new Republick, ta- 
ken out of the Hands of the Spanjards , muſt 
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neceſlarily have fallen into the Dependance of 
the States, and have been much more conſi- 
derable under a better Regulation. But this 
could not be without putting the States to 
ſome conſiderable Expence. 'T he propoſal was 
therefore rejected principally by the Oppoſi- 
tion of 4mſterdam; by which unreaſonable Par- 
ſimony they were ſoon aſter engaged in a War 
of ſo vaſt an Expence, that the yearly amount 
of their whole Eftates did not anſwer that of 
the taxes they were reduced to lay upon the 
People. | 

It was perhaps owing to the ſame Spirit of 
Frugality, that the Propoſal of the famous Ge- 
neral and Engincer Coehorn, which was ſo well 
relished by King }illiam IIl. was not executed. 


and deep trench or canal from Sluys in Flagders 
quite acroſs the country to Venlo in Gelderland, 
within which was to be included DutchFlangers 
and Brabant, with the ſtrong towns of Sluys, 
Hulſt , Sas van Gent, Lillo, Breda, and Bois- 
leauc. The trench was to be fortify'd with 
Lines and Forts at proper diſtances, and the 
Republick was to have no Territory beyond 
it. And indeed ſome have thought, that 
this would have been a much nobler and 
more ſecnre Fortification for her, than her 
four or five Barrier towns , which beſides 
what the Emperor pays them, coſt them ſo 
much, and are the Source of perpetual wrans- 
ling between them and his Imperial Majofty; 
I...» 
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not to add that they may all be taken in a cam- 
pain or two, when there is not 2 grand Army 
in the Field to defend them, 

In the Letters of ſome Miniſter (I cannot re- 
collect whoſe) I have read, thatChri/tinaQueen 
of Sweden having told the States Ambaſſador at 
her Court, that She was extremely taken with 
the Beauty of the Dutch Yatches, that Miniſter 
immediately gave her reaſon to exſpect a Pre- 
ſent of one of the fineſt of them , and wrote 
to the Hague upon that Head. But no Yatch 


Expectation, and things in effect went very 
ill both with the Dutch Miniſter, and the Af- 
fairs of his Embaſly. 


It muſt however be owned that the Repu- 


blick has ſometimes aſſumed a different Air, 
and known how to be magnificent enough 
upon Occaſion. I ſhall produce two or three 
Inſtances of this kind here (it being unreaſon- 
able to regard only the leaſt ſhining part of a 
medal without conſidering its Reverſe, ) with 
which 1 shall conclude this Chapter. 

When Charles II. King of Great Britain, 
and his Roya! Brothers had paſſed many Years 
in a tedious Exile, and the Nation was uni- 
verſally inclined to their return, they thought 
it adviſeable to draw near the coaſt of the Sea. 
The States General on that occaſion invited 
them with their numerous Courts firſt to Breda, 
and afterwards to the Hague, to which laſt 
Piace they were carried in the States Vatits 

and 


was ſent; ſo that the Queen was baulked in her 
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and other Veſſels in great Pomp and Cere- 
mony, * © Their Entrance into the Hague, 
*« and Reception there, and the conducting 
* his Majeſty tothe Houſe ( Prince Maurice's ) 
„ provided for his Entertainment, were very 
« magnificent. The Treatment, of his Majeſty, 
« and all who had any Relation to his Service, 
« at the States Charge during his abode there, 
«© which continued many Days, was incre- 
« dibly noble and ſplendid.” To enter into a 
particular Detail would be improper in this 
Place. The Apartments of the Palace were 
furnished at a vaſt Expence. Seven Dutch 
Lords were appointed to attend conſtantly 
when the King ſat down to Table ; at the 
Head of which the King ſat under a rich 
Canopy , having on his lett Hand the Princeſs 
Royal of Orange his Siſter, and on his right the 
Queen of Bohemia his Aunt. At the End of 
the Table on the ſame Side were his two 
Brothers the Dukes of Fork and Gloucefter , and 
at the other End by the Princeſs Royal, the 
young Prince of Orange her Son , afterwards 
King Wilkam III. of Great Britain, who 
was then only ten Years old. The Services 
were incredibly magnificent, and the Dishes 
of maſſive Gold. Five Tables beſides this 
were provided for the Lords, and one for 
the Ladies of the Court. The Deſerts and 
Sweetmeats at all thoſe Tables were ſcrambled 


for , 


* Clarind, Hiſt, Vol, III. p. 599. 
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3 ſor, and expoſed to the Diſcretion of the nume- 
| rous Spectators: A Profuſion unknown in the 
Courts of the greateſt Kings.BatteriesofCannon 
were mounted on the / yveroerg fronting the 
palace, wich with the Il rumpets, Ce. made 
the whole Hague reſound alternately with 
Thunder aad Melody. The Expence of the 
whole was not particuly known, beceuſe the 
Government ordered all things of that Nature 
to be kept ſecret. On the Day of the King's 
Entry only 30,000 1. Sterling were alloted by 
Way of a Foundation for Charges, and two or 
three Days oſter, 60,0001, more were ordered 
for one grand Entertainment. Not content with 
this, the States made very noble * Preſents to 
the King, the Dukes of Fork and Clouceſter, 


and the Lords ol the Court at their Departure. 
The 

The Preſents made his Mejeſty were. 1. The beau- 
tiſul Brigemine, which the King for many Yeats after 
uſed upon the River Thames. The occaſion of giving it 
him was the King eypreſling his Pleaſure on ſceing the 
fine little Fieet of Yachts and Frigates that carried kim 
from Breda to the Hague; and ſaying, That he would ha ve 
a Veſſel made after the ſame Model , to ſerve him cn the 
vho Thames ar his Arrival in London. Upon which once of 
1ces Ie Deputies of Amſterdam, who was near. hi: Majelly , 
shes {Mold him, that there was ſuch a one juſt built in their 
Town of the ſame Bigneſs, and at leaſt as commodious 
every way, which he took the Liberty to offer his Ma- 
jeltly as a Preſerit, The King neither accepteſt, nor 
tetuſed it; ſo that Orders were piivately ſent to Amſter- 
dam, to finish it in the grandeſt Taſte poſſible, that it 
nigh: be ready to be preſcnted to his Majeſty at Scheveling 
at his Departure for Engeland. The Body of the Veſlel 
as adorned with the fineſt Tapeſtry , the Royal Flag 
a4 hoiſted on his Maſt, and its Yards were laden with 
H Crowns 
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The noble Hiſtorian ſays , That the uni- 
« yerſal Joy was ſo vilible and real, that it 10 


could lic 
Crowns and Feſtoons of Lawrels and Flowers. On one VO 
of the Streamers was this Device , Quo fas & fata: Al. 
juding to the uſual Motto of the Kings of England, Dizy 
e& mon droit : and to the King's embarking for the Land, 
whither his Right, and the Providence of God called 
him. The King , with all the Royal Family, enter'd the 
Yacht in Sight of his own Fleet that was come to bling 
him over, and ſeated himſelf for ſome time under a 
magulticent Canopy , the Deputies of the States ſtil! at- 
tending him. Batteries were raiſed on the Downs of 
Scheveling , which fired continually ; and the concourſe 
of People on the Sands, in Coaches, and on Foot, wete 
inumerable. At laſt on the Admiral's giving the Signal 
to fail, the King tendely embraced the young Prince of 
Orange, and gave him his Bleſſing; and then took Leave 
of the Queen Dowager of Bohemia, But when he came 
to do the ſame of the Princeſs Royal, there was no 
parting chem; till the Admiral gave a ſecond Signal for 
tailing , and he whole Fleet were under Sail. 2. The 
other Preſent made the King was the rich Bed and Fur- 
niture , wich the laſt deceaſed Prince of Orange had 
ordered to be made for the lying-in of the Princeli 
Royal, and which she never uſed , on account ot het 
Husband's Death eight Days before the young Prince! 
Birth. This Bed was the fineſt, and moſt magnificent, 
that ever was made at Paris; to Which and the Fun: 
ture, the States added a Set of Hanging of ineſtimabe 
Value. They were of Tapeſtry emboſſed with embro1er 
of Gold and Silver; and alſo ſeveral fine Paintings 0. 
the great Maſters, ancient and modern, with many otle 
Rarities of very great Value. 

Finding that Money would be moſt acceptable to tit 
two Dukes, the States made each ot them a Preſent d 
a Bill for 95,000 Gilders. They recived the Bills wil 
great Profeſſions of Gratitude , and the Duke of York ſal 
he willingly charged himſelf with that Obligation to t 
Lords the States. The Englih Lords had Chains 
Gold that of the Lord Crofts coſt 1400 l. Sterling. 


ni 
it 
ald 


one 
Al- 
Dien 
ind; 
Alicd 
the 
bling 
ler 2 
U at- 
ns Of 
ourſe 
wete 
51204! 
ce of 
Leave 
Came 
as 10 
nal for 
„ The 
d Fu. 
ge had 
rincels 
ot het 
Prince! 
ificent, 
| Fun 


ſtimebe 
roi len 
110g5 0: 
y ole 


e to tit 
reſent d 
ils WI 
York (all 
n to! 


"hains 
ling. 


Of HOLLAND. 171 
« could only be exceeded by that of his own 
Subjects.“ And the King often declared pub- 
lickly , that he had neverreceived the like Fa- 
yours any where; and told the States, that he 
would retain the warmeſt Senſe of them as long 
as he lie ved; nay more, and that thier Repub- 
lick was as dear to him as his owe Kingdoms. 
But theſe extraordinary Kindneſſes and Favours, 
before the Tafe of them (to uſe that Expreſ- 
ſion) could be well out of his Mouth, were 
rewarded by him with on unjuſt and cruel War; 
and his whole Reign was one continuet Plot, 
in Conjunction with his good Ally of France, to 
ruin and extirpate this Commonwealth: So that 
the Dutch, with the Change of a Word or two- 


might well apply the Diſtich of the Poet to 
themſelves: | 


The magis optabat rediturum, Carole, ncmo , 
Et nemo ſentit te rediiſſe minus. 


Another Inſtance of the Magnicence of this 
State Ishall take from an Event of a very diffe- 
rent Nature to the foregoing thing is the famoug 
Synod of Dort, held in the Years 1618, and 
I5I9, with extraordinary Splendor and Ex- 
pence. King Zames I. of Great Britain, and 
the other Proteſtant Powers requeſted, that it 
might be rather an Oecumenical than National 


or Synod, at which Members from all the Re- 
formed Churches of Chriſtendom might aſſiſt, 
and thereby teſtify their Agreement and Unity 
in the Chriſtian Faith in the moſt authentick 
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and ſolemn Manner. The States, tho” they 
foreſaw the great Charges with which the hold- 
ing ſuch an univerſal Councilwould be attended, 
readily complied. Accordingly on the Invita- 
tion of their High Mightineſles, two or three 
ofthe moſt learned and moderate Divines were 
ſent by their reſpective Churches to Holland. 
Thoſe deputed by the Church of England, were 
Dr. Laud, then Bishop of St. Aſaph, and after- 
wards Archbishop of Canterbury, with the Doc. 
tors Halland Davenant, afterwarts Bishops of 
Exeter and Sales bury, The whole Number 
amounted to 104. The Lords Deputies from 


their High Mightineſſes were preſent all the 


Time they ſat, and opened the Council with x 
short Speech, wherein they thanked the King 
of Great Britain an the other Proteſtant Princes 
for ſending their Deputies, Sc. The whole paſ: 
ſed with great Order and Solemnity , and what 
is almoſt wonderful, with perfect Harmony and 
Unanimity. The Armintans and ſome other 

Sects were condemned nemine contradicente. 
The Deputies of the States ſtayed behind, 
after the Synod broke up, to defray all Ex 
pences. Befides Fire, Candles, Ec. each of the 
Deputes from England and Scotland, and pro: 
bably from the other foreign Churches, had 29 
Gilders, or near 2 1. Sterling a Day for thei 
Table. The Arminians, who were the Loſer: 
upon this Occaſion, ridiculed every Thing the 
Government did. They gave out that the 
Bishop of St. Aſaph (Who with his Collegue 
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were allowed Paecedency in the Council) had 
8. J. to himfelf. The Miniſters of the United 
Provinces had each 8. s. a Day ; as had the 
Miniſters to the Number of fifteen who were 
cited to the Synod, The WMioderator, or 
Chairman, had 1 1. 6 s. allowed him, and the 
Meſſengers, Clerks, Cc. 8 s. each. The Secre- 
taries, Commiſſaries, Ec. had ſuch large Ap- 
pointments, that one of them received 300 l. 
on account of his daily Penſion. 

A gold Medail worth 150 Gilders, or 15 l. 
and a Chin of 5. 1. was alſo given to all the 
Deputies of the toreign Churches on the Day of 
their Departure. Upon it was repreſented the 
Synod of Dort with theſe Words, Religione aſ- 
* and on the Reverſe Mount Sion, and 
the Temple attacked by the four Winds, and 
Illuminated by the Rays that iſſue from the Word 
MT or Febovah, with this Legend, Erunt ſicut 
Mons Sion. Each of the Dutch Miniſters had a 


Silver Medal. The travellirig Charges of the 


foreign Deputies going ard coming were alſo 
paid, but the exact Sum given on that Account 
is not ſaid. In all Probability it was conſidera- 
ble, and much more than the Expences they 
were really at. 'The States, according to their 
conſtant Cuſtom on the like Occaſions, kept 
all yery ſecret; but the Particulars above ſpe- 
elfied were of a Nature not to be concealed. 
Henry Hollinger,an Arminian Miniſter, in alittle 
Book published by him, aſſures us, that one o 
the States Deputies tolda Friend of his in con- 

H 3 fidence, 
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fidence, that the Charges of this famous Council, 
or, as the Proteſtans affect rather to call it, 
Synod, amounted to ten Ton of Gold, or a 
Milion of Gilders, that is, about 100,000 1, of 
our Money; a Sum equivalent to 200,000 1, 
in theſe Days. It is to be doubted , whether 
the Expences of the General Counculs under the 
Conſtantines, Theodoſfiusr's, and other Chriſtian 
Emperors, amounted to ſo great a Sum. 

1 he Munificence of the Republick to ſeve- 
ral of her good Servants is well known; one 
Inſtance of which is the Action of Chatam, 
which makes u great Figure in the Annals of 
the Republick. In 1666, De Ruyter put to Sea, 
and. anchorin at the Mouth of the 7: ames, 
ſent ſeventeen of his lighteſt Ships , and four 
Fireships into the River , where they took 
SLeerneſs Fort, demolish'd the Fortifications , 
and |:urnt, or carried off the Naval Stores laid 
up there. After that the Admiral came to 
Catham , where he burnt ſeveral Men of War, 
Cc. and from thence he advanced as far as 
Graveſ*nd , burnt ſix of our largeſt Ships, 
amongit which were the Admiral and Vice- 
admiral of the White, and took the Roya!/ 
Charles, &c. All which haſtenced the Peace of 
Breda , to the Advantage of the Republick, 
which preſented her Admirals De Ruyter , De 
Fitt, and Ghent, each with a gold Cup, on 
which was engraven the Action of Catham, 
to perpetuate the Remembrance of it in their 


Families. Each of thoſe three Commanders 
has 
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bas a magnificent Tomb erected to his Me- 
mory at the Expence of the Publick. Medals 
were alſo ſtruck on that Occaſion, on which 
De Ruyter is called Immenſi Tremor Oceani, and 
Archithalaſſus , Dux et Eques. See Van Loon, 
P. iii, Þ. 168. We have mentioned above the 
magnificent Mauyſoleums and other poſthumous 
Honours conferred by the Republik on ſeveral 
other of her deceaſed Admirals , nay even on 
thoſe who were, generally ſpeaking, “ unfor- 
tunate. 


* We cannot but obſerve on this Occaſion the Fartiali- 
ty of this Maritine Power to one Sort of Commanders 
in Prejudice to the other, An Arhlone, a Coehorn, an 
Ouwerkerke have had no publics Honours paid to their 
Memoires; as if the Glory ad Intereſt of the Sate were 
not as much affected by the Land, as the Sea Service. 


And indeed one cannot but be ſurprized, the Republick 
ſhou!d not judge that victorious Generals by Land, de- 
ſerved at leaſt as much as Commanders defsated at Sea. 
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CHAP, IV. 


Of the MEN of LETTERS and 
Beaux EsPprTs of the Hague. 


K hs are always a conſiderable number of 
learned Men and Beaux Eſprits that re- 
ſide at the Hague. At the Preſſes of Holland in 
a great meaſure furnish all Europe with Books, 
Maps, Ec. ſome Authors come themſelves, 
and others ſend their Manuſcripts hither, asto 
the beſt Markets. Such Writers as are above 
taking Money, and have Eſtates of their own, 
chuſe to reſide here, on account of the Beauty 
of the country, the liberty, of the Prefs, and 
the conveniences for Study , which are greater 
here than any where elſe. Foras the Province 
of Holland alone is in a manner the rendezvous 
of all Nations and Languages, it affords eaſy 
and immediate opportunities for making great 
Advances in letters and knowledge. Beſides 
which, the Bookſellers Shops are always open, 
and they correſpond with moſt parts; ſo that 
one may always be informed of what is doing, 
or intended, in the remoteſt corners of the 
learned World. And as the Hague is the center 
of Politicks and intelligence of all kinds, there 
is always ſome thing beſides more Study, to 
ſeaſon and enliven the converſation of the in- 
genious. 

The Men of letters and others, who made the 


greateſt Figure in my time, were, Mr. 
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Mr. SamsON, who has wrote the firſt Part of 
King William's Life ſo well. It is pity he could 
not find time to finiſh it. He underſtood the 
Affairs of Europe, and had a good talent at 
drawing up Memorials; in effect of which he 
was Of uſe to ſeveral foreign Miniſters, and 
particularly ro ſome of our own. Mr. Horace 


of I alpole carried him with him from the Hague 
55 to the Congreſs of Soiſſonsin 1728. By the In- 
1 tereſt of that Miniſter he has now a conſider- 
35 able Place in England, where he lives. 

Sz 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM was a. Perſon of ſingular 
Merit. He was a great Civilian, and labour'd 
Ve five and twenty Years on te Roman Law, 
, but with ſo many Interruptions, that his Ma- 
ny vuſcripts were ſo imperfect at his Death, they 
were not fit to be publilhed. Tais diſappoint- 
ed many, who had long expected that Work. 
ce His Horace, which he printed as a Critick on 
Dr. Bentley's, ſhewed him te be an able Gram- 
aly W marian. A Word, which eſcaped the Cambridge 
ca Wt Profeſſor on being asked why he ded not 
anſwer that Critick , piqued Mr. Cunningham 
ſenſibly: it was, that be would not immorta 
lize the Author: ORE ROoTUNDO. Some how- 
ever think, that thoſe critical Animadverſions 
have detracted ſomething from the Doctor's 


nter own Immortality; who ſeem'd to be under 
wy ſome ſuch Apprehenſions: For tho? he would 
3 


not anſwer his Antagoniſt's Work when pu- 
blish'd, he left no Stone unturn'd to prevent 
ies Publicaion , as Mr. Cunningham told me at 
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large. I carried two young Gentlemen of 
Cambridge to ſee him, who told him how well 
his Horace had been received in England, and 
that the Generality of the Learned there had 
read him with no ſmall Pleaſure, 

Mr. Cunningham was much viſited by our 
Miniſters at the Hague. He was a fine Gentle- 
man, and lived in an handſome manner on a 
large Penſion ſettled on him by the Duke cf 
Argyle. He accompanied that great Man in 
his Travels. He was a great Admirer of tle 
Hague; but leſt it in his laſt Ilineſs, and died 
in North Britain, where he was born. 

Mr. dE SALLEN GRE was a Young, but 
able Writer. He published three Volumes 
of Roman Antiquities by way of Supplement 
to Grxvivs, His Place in the Treaſury of 
States General gave him the Opportunity of 
employing ſome of his eiſure Hours in turn- 
ing over the Regiſters of the State with the 
View of writing the Hiſtory of his Country, 
Hi intended to have filled op the Vacancy's 
in that Hiſtory from the Truce with Spain 
in 169. where Grotius ends, to the Treaty 
of Munſter, where Micqueſort and Basnage 
begin. To make a trial of- his own Ability 
and the taſte of the Publick, he thought 
proper to detach one Year, and choſe that 
of 1621. in which the War was renewed, 
The only Defect of tt at Work is its not being 
continued, Dech tock the Author off in the 
30th Ycar of his Age, 

Lat 
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LAMBERTI Was a judicious and careful Col- 
lector of publick Treaties of Peace and War, of 
Commerce, &c. of which he published many 
Volumes in Quarto. The foreign Miniſters 
took pleaſure communicating ſuch Pieces of 
that kind to him, as might be published. Dru 
Mont was alſo very eminent in the ſame way. 

Mr. Rouss r has ſucceeded Lamberti in this 
Application. He is no leſs able, but not io care- 
ful as his Predeceſſor. He is a Men of pleaſure, 
and Haſte ſeems to be inſcribed on every thing 
he does. He deſerves to be blamed , becauſe 
he can do better. He lives at Amſlerdam. 

MarTINIERE has published a Geographical 
Dictionary in nine Volumes in Folio, where 
in there are ſom new Articles, He could have 
made it a noble Work, i? he could have em- 
ployed more Time in it. It is a pity to ſce 
ingenious Men under the Neceſſity of hurrying 
over Thing, which they are ſo capable of 
compleating, were they more at their Eaſe, 
Martiniere has done ſome other picces. He 
lives generally in the Country. 

BEaUMARCHals has compoſed variety of Miſ- 
cellaneous Tracts, and is an entertaining and. 
inſtructive Writer. He reſides now at Francfort. 

Of all te Writers upon the United Provin- 
ces, the late M. Janissons deſerves the firſt 
place. He was 4 judicious, curious, and in- 
defatigable Man. He veſited every place he 
deſcribes, and reſided ſome time in them, 
whilſt he conſulted the Archives, Magiſtrates, 
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and moſt knowing Perſons with extraordinary De 
Succeſs. His exemple may ſerve as a Model bu! 
for all to follow, who treat of this, or indeed ph 
of any other Country. The two volumes pl: 
which he published, was an expenſive Work the 
to him; but he was reſolved to ſatisfy himſelf pil 
as well as the Publick, which was much the Ds 
harder Task of the two. He died of an Apo- of 
plexy; ſo that he did not live to receive the C01 
Applauſe and Acknowledgments ofa State, on |; 


which he had wrote ſo well. The two printed 
Volumes contain the preſent State of little 
more than part of the Frontiers, viz. the Dutch 
Conqueſt in Flanders and Brabant. He de- 
ſigned a Volume on each of the ſeven Provin- 
ces, and had begun with that of Guelderland, 
but made no Progreſs in it. Prince Julian 
of Heſſe Caſſel had a ſingular Regard for Mr. 
Zaniſſons, and honourid him with the Title of 
his Agent, with a yearly Apointment of 1500 
Florins, or 140 1. I believe that generous 
Prince continues the Penſion to his Widow. 
It was alſo thro' his Highneſs's intereſt, that 
Matters were made up between him and the 
Government, to which he had rendered him- 
ſelf obnoxious, by being too buſy with their 
Affairs. Jahiſſon, was a Men of Ability, 
Had he lived, he was to have had the Edu- 
cation of the Princes Son, which would have 

aved him a Way to the firſt Offices in the 
Pere of Heſſe Caſſel, and perhaps in 
the Kingdom of Sweden. The celebrated = 


| 
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De Crouzaz had that Charge confided to bim; 
but the natural Inconſtancy of that Philoſo- 
pher would not ſuffer him to ſtay long in one 
place, nor to confine himſelf to the thing, 
tko' very adventageous. His mr oft Serene Pu- 
pil is maraied to the Princeſs Mary, fourth 
Daughter of King George II. He is a Prince 
of fine Accomplishments, tho' De Crouzaz 
contributed very little to them. 

The Marqueſs d'ArGEnNSs is a liveli and 
ſenſible Writer, and is reckoned the firſt Wir 
of the Hague. His ZFewirh Metters, and other 
pieces are much read, There are ſeveral bold 
Strokes in thoſe Letters, which had almoſt 
drawn a Prohibition upon them. Some Search 
was made after the Author; at leaſt ſo it was 
given out, perhaps to augment the Sale of the 
Book. This Marqueſs is a Native of France , 
and lives at preſent in Maeſiricht, a Town in 
the Dependance of the States, 

The Franch Church at the Hague has at all 
times produced eminent Men. Ihe Miniſters, 
who in effe&t of their good Salaris live 
pretty much at their Eaſe, have the Uſe of 

ibraries, and Iatercourſe with the learned of 
other Nations, who do no not fail to take this 
place in their Way, if not reſide here ſome 
time, in the Courſe of their Travels, or affairs, 
Mr. Basnacs wus a great Man. The Duke 
of Orleans , Regent of France, had ſo high 
an Opinion of his Parts and Probity, that 
he ordered the Abbe Du Bois ( afterwards Car- 
. „„ dinat 
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dinal and Prime Miniſter) during his Emmbaſſy 
at the Hague, to upply himſelf to the Protes- 
tant Miniſter, and to be directed by his Advice, 
He was employ'd alſo in managing a ſecret 
Negotiation with the Marshal D'Uxelles, Ple- 
nipotentiary of France at the Congreſs of U. 
recht. Cardinal de Bouillon, Dean of the Sacred 
College, who was then in Holland, contracted 
a ſtrict Intimacy with hem. It is certain, Mr. 
Ba ſnage perfectly underſtood the Conſtitution 
and Afﬀairs ofthe Republick. 'i he Kegent, asa 
Reward for his Services, ordered the Eitite 
Mr. Baſnage had abandoned in France, to be 
reſtored to him. He maintained a Correſpon: 
dence by Letters with icveral Princes, great 
Lords, and Miniſters of Srate, both Catholick 
and Proteſtant, in England, Italy, Germany, 
and France, and was eſteemed no leſs for his 
Candor and Probity, tran his Learning and 
Knowledge in State Aﬀairs. He was an excel- 
lent Preacher, as well as very learned Man, 
two Things which ſeldom unite in the ſame 


Perſon. He confuicd the Frrors of the Church 


of Rome with Zealand Spirit, and had the Ho- 
nour of having very illuſtrious Adverxſaries. 
was an univerſal Scholar; but excelled princi- 
pally in the Jewish Antiquities, and Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Hiſtory. His Hiſtory of the Jews veas in- 
tended as a Continuation of Zoſephus down to 
the preſent Time: but it abounds ſo much with 
Digreſſions and profound Enquiries , that it is 
only fit to be read by the Learned, It was bro 
| ate 
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lated in to English in 1708. but the Author 
made large Additions to his Work ſince. As 
Holland abounds with Zews, amongſt whom 
are very eminent Rabbins , Baſnage conſul- 
ted both the Living and Dead in compiling 
his Hiſtory. He uſes that People better than 
the Generality of Chriſtian Writers, and they 
themſelves are ſatisfied with him. Only they 
make Allowances tor Difference of Religion 
and conſider it is a Nazarene that ſpeaks. Re- 
land; a learned Profeſſor of Utrecht, treated 
them, and the Mahometars too, with the 
like Moderation , and obviated many Impu- 
tations, which had no better Foundation than 
the Zeal or Ignorance of theiriinemies. Another 
conſiderable Work of Baſnoge is the Hiſto- 
ry of the Religion of the Reformed Chur- 
ches, which he traces back to the firſt Centu- 
ries of Chriſtianity , in anſwer to the famous 
Bishop of Meauæ's Variations of thoſeChurches. 
The Proteſtant Divine rufutes his learned An- 
tagoniſt with great Force and Spirit. He re- 
criminates upon him in demonſtrating , that 
his Church for a Series of nine or ten Cen- 
turies had been guilty of as many and great 
Variations both in point of Doctrine, Diſci- 
pline , and Form of Worship: 4nd he ſets 
the Variations, which had really taken Place, 
in a fair, and as ſatisfactory a Light as they 
will admit. He has on this Occalion ſeveral 
curious Anecdotes on the Hiſtory of the 
Church of England, on the Variations and 

5 Changes 
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Changes of which in the Time of Wicklif, 
Herry VIII, Edward VI, and Queen Ei- 
 zabeth, the French Prelate is very copious, 
and aſſumes an Air of Triumph. Several of 
theſe Anecdotes have eſcaped the Notice of 
Bishop Burnet, and our other good Hiſtorians 
and Apologiſts. Dr. Wale, late Archbishop 
of Canterbury , was a great Admirer of this 
Work of Baſnage. That great Man was at 
Paris, in Quality of Chaplain to Lord Pre- 
flon, Ambaſlador from King James II. when 
the Bishop of Meauæ published his Pariations; 
as alſo his Expoſition of the Catholic Faith, 
On the laſt of theſe Tratts ; which was Meaux's 
Maſter-piece, and proſelited many thouſands 
to his Church, the Englich Divine made ſe- 
veral important Diſcoveries. He gave early 
Notice to the Reformed Churches , that the 
Doctrine it cantained was not Roman Catho- 
lick; that the Pope and Gallican Church had 
been prevailed upon to own it as ſuch with 
great Difficulty ; and that their doing ſo was 
only pro tempore, and to ſerve a Turn. And 
indeed , if that litle Piece really contained 
a true Account of the Faith of the Roman 
Catholick Church, as the ſolemn Atteſtation 
of the Pope and Gallican Church prefixed 
to it would affirn, it is no wonder (the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation only excepted) 
| that it induced ſo many thouſands to return 
to that Communion. 

Mr, Baſnage not contented with thoſe two 
| import. 
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important Works, which ſuited his Profeſſion, 
form'd alſo the Deſign of writing the Hiſto- 
ry of the Repuhlick. He had great Advan- 
tages for putting it in execution. He was 
intimate with the leading Men of the State , 
by whom he was even conſulted on Occa- 
ſon, He was well read in the Hiſtories of 
neighbouring Countries. He does not begin 
much earlier than his own Time ; ſo that 
he could receive Informations from the living 
Members of the Commonwealth, and others, 
who hand been concerned in the pnblick Af- 
fairs. He was alſo gratified more perhaps 
than any other Foreigner, with the Sight of 
the Regiſters and Roſolutions of the States. 
He begins only at the Treaty of Munſter 
in 1648. and comes down to the Treates of 
Utrecht and Ra1ſtadt in 1713. and 1716, I 
have ſeen only one Volume of this Work: 
the ſecond is poſthumous. There are many 
curious Things in it relating to the Hiſtory of 
England, the Affairs of which are very much 
interwoven with thoſe of the United Provinces, 
He is an impartial Hiſtorian , and does not 
leſſen the Loſſes and Defeats of the Nation. 
The Introduction is a very fuli Account of the 
Polity or Civil Government of the Republick. 
In order to ſet ſo intricate a Subject in a clear 
Light;the Author employed unuſual Care and 
Application. He wrote down his own Obſer- 
vations on one Side of the Paper, and left 
the other blank, for thoſe of the Perſons to 
whom 
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whom he applied for ſuch Additions and A, 
mendments as should be judged neceilary- 
He ſent thoſe Papers to the ſeveral Proyin- 
oes, but had moſt of them return'd without 
any Remarks. This Work is however very 
valuable, and gives a better Inſight into the 
Nature of the Government of this great Com- 
monwealth, than any Thing that has hitherto 
appeared. Sir William Temple attaches him- 
ſelf to generals: Baſnage enters into an am- 
ple and curious Detail. He ſome times animad- 
verts on Sir VFilliam; but with the Politeneſls 
and Reſpect due to ſo great a Man. 

Mr. SAURIN was another eminent Miniſter 
of the French Church at the Hague. He shone 
out with extraordinary Luſtre in this Seat of 
Learning and Politeneſs. He was educated 
with the late TuRRETIN of Geneve. 
After he had finish'd his Travels thro' France, 
Germany, and England, he was, I believe, 
Caplain for ſome time to a Regiment in 
Flandres. He was recailed from thence to be 
Miniſter Extraordinary , and Chaplain to the 
Nobility at the Hague: both with which Places 
were inſtituted in his Favour. He anſwered, 
or rather far exceeded, the Expectations ol 
his great Patrons, who were no leſs Perſons 
than the firſt of the Republick. He was the 
greateſt Preacher of his Time. When it came 
to his Turn, ſeventy or eighty Coaches, 
which filled the whole Court, might be coun- 
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A. dience honoured him with their great Atten- 
ry- WW tion and Applauſe, and yet Mr. Saurin preachs 
in- MW cd a ſevere Morality. He declaimed a- 
out gainſt the Vices of the Great, Waſte and 
ery Wl Dim̃pation of Time, Gaming, Luxnry , with 
the Wl all the Vehemence of a Chryſoſtom, or a Gre- 
om. cory Nazianzeni. Theſe Vices, as{diſplayed 
erto ¶ by chis great Orator, appeared no Peccadillos 
im- WM of Fashion, Habits of Rank and Fortune, 
am- and in different Things; and he made ſtrong 
nad- WF Impreſſions on many. They were fo far from 
ne's ¶ being diſpleaſed with his Freedom, that they 

declared , the Miniſter was an honeſt Man, 
iſter and did his duty without reſpect to perſons. 
one A certain great man ſaid to him one Gay, 
t of MW Mr. Saurin, you make me uneaſy; but I am 
ated ¶ ire you intend nothing but our Good both here 
weve, Nand hereafter : I should be a much worſe man, 
nce, N it were not for you: ſo pray go on. He would 
eve, Miometimes riſe to ſuch a Sublimity both of 
t in Nentiments and Expreſſions, as ſurprized every 
o be body, and made thoſe who did nor know him 
the Hand were not uſual Hearers , imagine he was 
aces ro les ſollicitous to teach his Audience Elo- 
red, Nauence and Pronunciation, than Piety and 
1s of MVircue. The late Queen Conſort , Caroline of 
rſons Nereat Britain, had a ſingular Regard for Saurin 
; the end bis Writings. He was offered the French 
came Royal Chapel at St. Zamer's. He has a Brother 
ches, Ireland, who is a Dean; and he himſelf might 
:0un- {Wave been a Dean, Biship or what he pleaſed; 
; Au-Wut the Adminiſtration of Holland would have 
lence --- EE 
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been as loth to lend him their lutereſt with that 
of Great Britain on ſuch an account, as he was 
far from deſiring it. He printed ſeveral Volu- 
mes of Sermons ; but he shold have printed 
himſelf alſo, whoſe fine Delivery added ſuch 
Graces to thoſe Diſcourſes. His Cathechiſm, 
like moſt others, is an abriged Syſtem of 
Divinity ; but fitter for the Adult than young 
Beginners. His Diſcourſes , moral , hiſtori- 
cal, critical, &c. on the Bible, are his moſt 
conſiderable Work, and have abundance of 
Philological and critical Learning in them. 
The Author beſtowed extraordinary Applica 
tion on this Work, which he did not live 
to compleat. It has been continued by Rogue 
of Baſel, and de Peauſobre ot Berlin. Ihe 
Copper plates, with which it is odorned, are 
exquiſitely fine: there is one of them to each 
Diſcouiſe. they were dove by Hoet, Hou- 
braken , and Picart. The firſt Volume was 
tranſlated into English, but witheut the Cuts; 
which was injudiciouſly done, becauſe the 
Diſcourſes were principally intended to ex 
plain them. On their account only the Work 
1s fit to adorn. the Cabinets of the Curious, 
Mr. Saurin published a Treatiſe or two . 
gainſt the Roman Catholicks, who retorted 
by venting their Malice in Scandal , and 
imputing baſe Vices to him, tho' his Lite 
was as free from them, as Ligt from Spots. 
His extraordinary Merit paid the uſual Tribute 


to ſome of his own Religion. Several invidious 
Pens 
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pens attacked him on the Subject of Hetero- 
doxy. Saurin had a great Spirit, and could not 
brook ſuch Treatment. His noble Friends did 
their utmoſt to make him deſpiſe them, and to 
divert him: but all would not do, He lan- 
guished for a conſiderable Time , and at laſt 
died of Chagrin. In him the Hague loſt its chief 
Delight, the Widow and Orphan a charitable 
Friend, the Reformed Churches one of their 
brighteſt Ornamets and Aſſertorts, and the 
polite World a fine Gentleman. 

Another Perſon , who for fifty Years and 
| upwarrds acted a great Part in the Common- 
wealth of Letters, was Mr. Le CIERC of 
Amſterdam. He was without doubt the moſt 
{ univerſally learned Man of his Time. His 
| philoſophical Works have been differently re- 
ceived. His particular Thoughts on various 
| Subjects are wrote with admirale Judgment; 
as his Hiſtory of Cardinal Richelieu, and his 
Annals of the two firſt Centuries of tie Church. 
His Tranſlation of the New Teſtament, and 
his Comment upon the Old, to which laft 
be opplied himſelf in an extraordinary man- 
ner, are Proofs of his great Knowledge of 
the Greek, Hebrew, and Oriental Languages. 
His accounting for the Paſſage of the //raehi- 
tet over the Red Sea, and the drowning of 
| the Egyptian who purſued them; for the 
Fall of the Walls of Fericho, and other real 
| Miracles related in the holy Scriptures, b 
natural Cauſes , are effectiug prooſs of che blin 5 
ncſs 
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Cerec did not know what it was to enliven his 


Clerc had Bickerings with ſeveral other learned 


Dioceſan, Bishop Burnet. That prelate wa: 
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neſs into which the greateſt of Men fall, when 
they abandon a better Light, and give them. 
ſelves up to their own. This ſcientifick Perſon, 
whoſe great Lerning and Judgment are {9 
conſpicuous ,and caſt ſo preat a Light on other 
Occaſions , on theſe vents ſach trifling (illy 
things, as cannot be conſidered, but as Chi: 
mera and Nonſenſe. His Tranſlation of the 
Beginning of St. John is too philoſophical, 
and foreign to the Simplicity of the ſacred 
Stile. His Latin Verſion of Hammond, and 
additional Notes , have done Honour to the 
Original, and cauſed it to be read all over Eu. 
rope. His Bibliotheques, or Journals, have too 
much of himſelf, and too little of his Authors: 
beſides they are wrote in a dry manner, I 


Subject ; which Talent was peculiar to his great 
Antagoniſt Mr. Bayle, who had as juſt and 
fine a Pen as any Writer in any Age. L 


Men, and in particular with Dr. Whitby, who 
uſed him roughly in his Annotations , o 
which he often complained to the Doctor 


at a Loſs how to behave between them; for 
he honoured Le Clerc's Learning and Parts, 
and when he was in Holland, uſed to vil 
him at Amſterdam. Le Clerc kept an elbov 
Chair; which he uſed to shew ſuch of the 
British Nation as came to ſee him, and wr 
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by the Biſhop's Name. The occaſion was as ſol- 
lows. Dr. Burnet one day, after having ran 
over the City to view the curioſities, and viſit 
everal learned Men, came into Le Clerc in a 

reat Sweat, and threw himſelf down in this 
Chair with all his weight. The Chair gave way, 
and down came the Doctor to the ground; 


upon which Le Clerc joked, and ſaid amongſt 


other things, that the falling down of one of 
her ſtrangeſt Pillars was, a bad Omen for the 
Church. The Doctor was ſo fatigued with the 
Rambles of the Day, that he could not get up 
without the Aſſiſtance of Le Clerc and his Maid, 
who raiſed him, and carried him to a Bed, 
where he ſlept ſeven or eight hours without 
turning himſelf : ſo that one may conceive , 
that the danger of the Church did not lie very 
heavy upon his Spirits at that time. 

The great Earl of Shaftbury , Dr. Burnet , 
and Le Clerc formed a kind of Triumvirate 
in private Life ; and a like learned Society 
was afterwards formed between the Amſter- 
dam Profeſſor, the Honorable Mr. O.., 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, and one 
or two more English Gentlemen. 

Some Overtures were once made for invi- 
ting Le Clerc to Cambridge. I do not know 
what interfered ; but am aſſured that Le Clere 
would moſt willingly have accepted a Pro- 
feſſor - Ship there; for ke had a great Regard 
for de Englich Nation and Church, and for 
the Univerſity of Cambridge in particular. 

| Le 
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Le Cerec would have been the Ornament of 
any Univerſity , and done Honour to any 
Science he had been called in to teach. 
his great Men ſeveral Years before his 
Death grew childish : almoſt all his Senſes for- 
ſook him, ſo that he neither remember'd , nor 
knew thoſe about him. The Imbecillity of 
human Nature, and what a mere bubble Man 
is, were a moving ſpectacle in him. This 
total Dereliction of mind did not proceed ſo 
much ſrom Age, as from having intirely ex- 
hauſted his Spirits in Study and intenſe Appli— 
cation. What the late Archbishop of Canterbury 
ſaid of Mr. Juſtell, the Author of the Codex 
ccleſiæ AMfricanæ, might he well applied to 
him : It was, That Juſtell died of his Books. 

Le Clerc died in 1736. aged 79. He ſuc- 
ceeded Limborch, who was Profeſſor of Philo- 
ſophy and Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory to the Re- 
monſtrant at Amſterdam, and died in 1712. 
His other Pcedeceffors were great Men; Cour- 
cellus, Brand, and Epiſcopius. 

Le Clerc was ſucceeded by Meſtein who was 
remarkable for his Learning and the Diſputes 
he had with the Clergy of Baſel. 

I had almoſt forgot to mention two other 
works of Le Clerc's. The one is the Hiſtory 
of the United Provinces, illuſtrated with Me- 
dals, in two or three Volumes in Folio. It is 
probable, that he wrote this Hiſtory with 
the View of repreſenting the Aﬀairs of the 
Remon/irants in che light, wherein he 2 

e- 
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deſirous they should be oonſider'd by Poſte- 
rity. | 
His: two Diſſertations on te truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, by way of Supplement to 
Grotius; are in every body's Hands, having 
been translated into English with that Treatiſe. 
In the firſt he treats of the Choice to be made 
of Opinions amongſt all thoſe which divide the 
Chriſtion World. He thinks the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion to he preferred before any Sect that de- 
rives Part of its Doctrines from any other 
Source than that of the New Teſtament ; as 
from 'I radition. c. In the {ſecond he confutes 
ſuch as hold the Indifference of Religions with 
reſpect to Salvation; that is, as if all were equal- 
ly capable of leading Men to everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs, provided they lived goed and moral 
Lives. | 

I 'shall, with the Reader's Favour, mention 
one Author more, tho” dead a conſiderable time. 
His Hiſtory is ſomething ſingular, and ſtill the 
Subject of Converſation in Holland, tho' not 
well underſtood by the Generality of the Dutch 
themſelves. But a great Hiſtorian of our own 
Nation has explained theMyſtery, and particu- 
her larly the“ Cauſe of his Diſgrace. The Perſon in 
Dry aueſtion is the famous WicquerorT. He was 


born 
t is Bishop Barnet Hiſtory of his own Times, Book 
5 III. Mr. Paſnage in his Introduction, and Mr, Bynkershotk 
7ith Win his Competent Judge of Ambaſſadors , relate Wicquefort's 
the fur with ſome Difference. I have given the Subſtance 
was Wt what they all ſ:y of it, in this Place. 

I 


104 THE PRESENT STATE 


1 born at Amſterdam, was a Men of conſiderable 
| Parts, and Dutch Secretary and Tranſlator of 
the Intelligence that came from England, the 
Originals of which were ſometimes left in his 
| Hands. When Sir Zo/eph Williamſon, our Mi- 
niſter Plenipotentiary, return'd from Colopn in 
| 1675. he had a ſecret Interview with Vicgue- 
fort, and prevailed upon him to deliver ſome 
of theſe Papers to him. Filliamſon had proba- 
bly heard of Yiequefort's Character at f Paris. 
Moſt of theſe Letters were wrote by Lord How: 
ard, who held a ſecret Correſpondence with 
the Court of the Prince of Orange, to whom 
he gave very good Intelligence. He was 1 
Man of Wit and Learning, very enterpri- 
Zing, and a violent Malecontent. The Court 
of England was in ſome Perplexiti upon the 
Diſcoveries made by theſe Papers. Howard was 
committed to the Tower, where he was ex 
mined , and confounded at the Sight of his own 
Letters. Notice of all this was ſent to the Ha- 
gue. Wicqueſort was called upon to produce 
all the original Letters confided to him; and 
upon his notdoing ſo, was clapt up in Priſon, 
The States ſent King Charles word, that if any 
Perſon ſuffered in England on account ot the 
Letters betrayed by their Secretary, his Hes 
should pay for it. When the Judges were con 
ſulted concerning the Nature ofthis Crime (th: 
Papers having been givenatter the Peace ws 


concluded; for otherwiſe betraying the Secret 
0 


t See Puffendorff. I. 7, Rer. Brandenburg. p. 437. 
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of the State to Enemies, was manifeſtly Trea- 
ſon ) they came to this Reſolution: LI hat as 
the Roman Law made every thing contra ſalu- 
tem Populi Romani Capital, the delivering up 
thoſe Papers was a Capiral Crime. This Menace 
ſaved Howard; but Ficquefort was condemned 
to perpetual Impriſonment, with Confiſcation 
of all his Fortune. He had the Character of Re- 
ſident from the Duke of Brunſwick Lunenburg, 
upon which he + infiſted. The States however 
thouglit, that coming into their Service was 
throwing up that Character; and the Duke of 
Brunſwick Lunenburg himſelf ſtirred very little 
in his behalf, 

I 2 Nic- 


Miequeſort was in the Service of the States, and A- 
gent, as Reſident, to hei Duke of Lunenburg at the ſame time; 
which is no extraordinary thing, rhe Republick allowing:it. 
The noble Bynkersboek accordingly obſetycs upon this Oc- 
caſion, that the Baron de Charnace and the Count dEftira- 
des were at the ſame time Ambaſſadors of France to the 
States General, and Officers in the Army of their High 
Might ine fles. | 

As Princes frequently chuſe their Ambaſſadors out of 
the State to which they ſend them, it has been a Queltjon , 
whether ſuch Ambaſſadors become the Subjects of him who 
employs them, or continue under the Jurisdiftion of the 
State, whoſe Subjects they are horn? Wicquefort in his Book 
endes v ours to prove the firſt of theſe Opinions by a great 
Variety of Examples, and Reaſonings from the Civil Law, 
and the Law of Nations. This is his Theſis, which, in my 
Opinion, cannot well be diſputed with him; tho' the e- 
minent Author juſt quoted ſeems to do ſo. But th's was 
not exactly Wicquefort's Caſe; and I cannot believe, that 
the Supreme Court of Holland condemned him as their 
dubject, but as their Servant, who had betryed the Truſt 
confided to him; for which the States, as his Maſters (not 
45 his Sovereign) had full Right to punich him, 
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MN icqueſort was allowed his Books: and to 
illude the irkſomneſs of Confinement, as well 
as to vindicate the Privileges of publick Mini. 
ters, compoled a Treatiſe on Ambaſſadors. It 
is a long- winded Piece, and wrote in no agree- 
able dtile. He published it ſoon after his Eſcape 
out of Priſon, which was effected by the Con- 
trivance of one of his Daughters, who ventu- 
red her Liſe to procure her Father's Liberty. 

He alio meditated writing the Hiſtory of the 
Republick, during his Confinement; but the 
Government, conſidering the particular Cir- 
cumſtances of the Author; juſtly ſuſpected, 
that his Paſſions and Reſentment might have a 
Share in the Work, and for that Reaſon pre- 
vented the Publication of it a great while. It 
appeared however at laſt in 1719. but not till 
the States had firft iuſpected into the Work; 
and rectify'ed the Miſiakes thy found in it. 

From the Hiſtories of Micqueſort, Baſnage, 
and Le Clerc, who were all very able Men, but 
who wrote with very diſierent Views, a good 
Hiſtory of the Republick might be compiled 
by a diſcerning and impartial Author; but per- 
haps ſuch a Perſon is not eaſily, if at all, to 
be found, to write the Hiſtory of this or auy 
other Nation. 

Strada the Jeſuit, who is almoſt the on'y 
Author read by Strangers, little deſerves that 
peculiar Diſtinction ; not ſo much on account 
oft his Partiality, a Fault too common to al Hi 
ſtoriographers, but his Want of J nr 
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his fictitious Harangues, as there is Reaſon to 
believe them, and his immoderate Praiſes of 
a few Men, for whoſe ſakes one would think 
he compoſed his Hiſtory. Bentivoglio taxes 
him with Imprudence , for treating of War 


pe and Politicks, Topicks of which he knew 
on- thing: But with reſpect to the firſt, the 
tu- Mocio himſelf perhaps had done well to have 
Y. followed the Goſpel Advice of zaking the Beam 
the Wl out of his own Eye. 

the Wricquefort's Letters are not quite ſo good as 
ir- might be expected from a Man of his Wit and 
2d, Intelligence: they have however ſeveral cu- 
e 1 nous Strokes in them. He obſerves , that 


Machiavel in his political Works ſpeaks only 
of what Princes do, and not of what they ought 
to do. And indeed, Tyrants only ſeem to 


rk; bare been Machiavel's Maſters, and to have 
dictated all his political Pieces; his ſole Delight 
ge, being to fish in impure Streams, and to draw 
but the moſt ugly Pictures. — Speaking of King 
50d Charles the Firſt's Queen, who was to bring 
led the Princeſs her Daughter to eſpouſe //illiam 
er- II. Prince of Orange, WY icquefort ſays, that 
, (0 Voyage is the more uncertain, as it depends 


avy Nen three of the moſt inconſtant things in the 
World; a Woman, the Wind, and the Par- 
liament of England. Pracipue quod totum hoc 
negoteum pendeat a tribus inconſtantiæ ſymbo- 
lic; Femina, Vento, & Parliamento. 

Of the Ingenuity and Learning of the Dutch 
{ <hall treat hereatter. 


13 In 
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In general it were to be wished, that the 
learned Foreingners, who reſide in the United 
Frovinces, did not give ſo much into Collec- 
tions, Dictionaires, Biography, and things of 
that kind. Not that thoſe Works are without 
their Utility: but how many are there, who 


are more intent upon writing the Life of # 


learned Man, than of becoming learned them- 
ſelfs! the English tad the good Senſe to ſtand 
longer out againſt theſe kind of Books, than 
other Nations; but of late they feem as fond 
of them as any; and it will be well, if we 
know when toſtop, and to ſed Bounds to our 
Avidity this Way. Perhaps the General Dic- 
tionary , which includes Bayle, Chambers, the 
Dictionary of Arts and Sciences, with Harris, 
voluminous Compilations, are indeed excellent 
of their kind, and may ſuffice us for Books of this 
Sort, and prevent us from going into endleſs 
Repetitions, andtrifling Collections, into which 
the Learning of ſeveral of our neighbouring 
Nations has very much dwindled. Hitherto 
the Englich have been in great Reputation all 
over Europe, for applying themſelves to what 
is noble and ſolid in Learning. The Novels 
amongſt them are foreign Productions. Tele- 
machus, Don Quixote, and Cruſoe ,are the only 
Pieces that ſtand their ground; whilſt Roman- 
ces, and ſuch kind of Writings; are little re- 
garded, and ſoon thrown aſide. The ſpelling 
and miſplacing of a Word , the various Rea- 
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Author, Collections of the Thoughts of learned 
Men upon Nothing, are Refinements in the 
Common wealth of Letters, which have hither- 
to gain'd little or no ground amonglt us. We 
have not yet had a Dictionary of Dictionaries; 
a Dictionary of the Learned of every Country, 
Town, and Village in England Britain is too 
barren for that) a Dictionary of Tricks and 
Frauds, in which we are alſo not very fruitful ; 
or if we were, we ſhould not think them im- 
portant enough to be propagated in Volumes 
We do not conceive our ſelves obligid to write 
the Life of every Parſon, Lawyer, and Phyſi- 
cian that dies; or to trace long Genealogies for 
them, and give learned Analyſes of every ſilly 
Treatiſe or Pamphlet they publiſhed in their 
Lives. Nor ſhall we ever dream; | hope, of 
accompanying theſe very curious Pieces of pri- 
vate Hiſtory with Notes in the firſt Edition, 
Notes upon Notes in the ſecond, cum notis 
variorum in the third. That 1 do not exag- 
gerate here, all, I believe, who are acquain- 
ted with the preſent State of Letters in Europe, 
will own: And one might compile a Dictiona- 
ry of Inſtances to prove it, were the task as 
uſeful as it is eaſ,, and could it be done with- 
out a kind of national Reflection. It cannot 
however be taken amiſs to obſerve here in 
reſpe& to the Germans, that tho' they have 
wrote Genealopies innumerable, and publish- 
ed ſo many Deplomata, Acts, Rules, and Uſa- 
ges, not only of every State or Province, but 
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of every petty Seigniory, Diſtrict, Village, 
School, Convent, Univerſity, Cc. enough, 
collected toget er, to compoſe a Body of 5 or 
600 Folio's ; yet have not theſe laborious Ger- 
mans been ſo kind to favour the World with an 
Hiſtory of Germany, tho'in only one Volume. 
Thus the immenſe Collections of Materials for 
that Hiſtory: publiſhed by Menck, Leibnitz, 
Ludwig, Eccard, &c. have hitherto remained 
without their intended Uſe. Neither have any 
of their Philoſophers given us a Natural Hiſto- 
ry of Germany, tho' no Nation abounds with 
10 many Societies of Virtuoſi, whuſe Mem- 
bers have publiſhed detach'd Pieces and looſe 
Scraps upon their little Diſtricts. But as to a 
Part of an old Medal, or a Lake remotely hin- 
ted at in an ancient Poet, theſe muſt be clea- 
red up with the utmoſt Paſſion , Pains, and 
Prolixity, as Matters of infinitely more Im- 
portance, than to know the Hiſtory of their 
Forefathers, and the Virtues of rhoſe Waters, 
Plants, Fruits, Food, and Air, ſo neceſſary 
to their Country and themſelves. 
The Learned of Ztaly have had the like im- 
portant Avocations from compiling an Hiſto- 
Ty, Whether civil or natural, of their Coun- 
try. It is however to be hoped, that time 
will produce both; for ſome very important 
Diſcoveries have been made towards them; 
the Learning and Enquiries of /zaly having 
been very well employed during the three 


laſt Centuries. It is now found out, 4 
C- 
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demonſtrated beyond the Poſſibility of Con- 
traction, that the Corona Radialis had twelve 
Rays in it, and not fix or eight, as was 
fondly believed before: That Juno Soſpita's 
Feet were always bare, tho' the Generality 
of Antiquaries and Sculptors have been ſo 
ignorant, as to wrap them up in Buskins or 
Stockings. It is alſo fully made out, that 
the Tibia, or Flajolet, had more Stops 
than it has hitherto been deſcribed to have; 
and this the laſt Pope but one, who was a 
very profound Scholar, declared to be his 
Opinion, tho' he would not take upon him 
to aſcertain their Number. Several other 
Virtuoſi, of more Preſumption, though per- 
haps not more Learning, have ventured to 
give their Conjectures upon this nice point 
in very curious and elaborate Diſſertations, 
And for two hundred and fifty Vears paſt, 
not only /zaly , but the greateſt part of 
Europe, have been in a very groſs Error 
concerning the particular Dreſs of Priapus ; 
whereas now there is nothing clearer , than 
that the aforeſaid God had ſeveral Dreſſes, 
which ſeveral eminent Men are now actually 
employed in making out. Pliny's two float- 
ing Iſlands are not yet found; but what 
has not been, may in time be effected. The 
learned Perſons, who are at preſent in pur- 
fuit of them , conceive they have made a 
greater progreſs towards that diſcovery , than 
the moſt diligent of their Predecellors, 

" OY But 
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But to be ſeriours :the Italiens are ſo intire- 
ly taken up with what the People and Coun- 
try were ſeventeen hundred Years ago, that 
they neglect the preſent Condition of both. 
'T heir Cities are now thin of Inhabitans, their 
Soil barren and uncultivated , and themſelves 
a a puſillanimous, enervate, lazy People. No 
matter for that: in the Days of yore the Ro- 
Mans were a brave and noble People, the 
Conquerors of the World; the Country was 
fertile and delicious, and fo full of Inhabi- 
tans, that Reman Colonies were ſent to ſet- 
tle in all the Provinces of Europe. And ſo 
much for them and their Learning. 


Cray. 
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V. 


The Manner in which Strangers live 
at the HAGue. 


CHAP. 


1 Inhabitants of the Hague are more 
genteel, converſible, and civil to Stran- 
gers, than thoſe of the other Cities of the 
Provinces. It muſt however be ownd, that 
they are as defe ive in Point of Hoſoitality, 
as thoſe of the other Cities. They hardly 
know what it is to invite a Stranger to drink 
a Glas of Wine, or a Dish of Tea, and 
much leſs to a Dinner, They excuſe this 
Exceſs of Parſimony, by ſaying, that were 
they to give into che Cuſtom of Entertain- 
ments, as pract ſed in other Countries, they 
Should ſoon be undone, in effect of being 
viſited by ſo great a Number of Strangers. 
Their Caſe in this reſpect is indeed diffcrent 
from that of al other Nations. As for the 
reſt, People are tracted with many outward 
Mark of Civility in this Country. | never 
ſaw Inferiors treated wich ſo much Complai- 
ſance. The Nobleman, the Miniſter of State, 
plain and modeſt by Nature, Education, or 
Policy, return the Salute of the meane(t of 
the People with great Kindneſs and Affabi- 
lity. In that they imitate Milliam l. Prince 
of Orange, the Founder oi the Repullick. 
That great ond wiſe Prince, who render'ed 

16 im- 
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himſelſſo dear to the People by thoſe little con- 
deſcenſions, uſed to ſay, Hominem bene emi, 
qui ſalutatione conflaret; A Man was bought 
cheap, that cuit no more than a Bow or Salute. 

The remarkable Equality among the Men of 
this Country is no leſs conſpicuous among the 
Women, whoare, if poſſible, more upon the 
Level, and more condeſcending than the for- 
mer. Punctilio's, Place, and falſe Points of 
Honour are is little regarded here, as they are 
aſſected and prevail in moſt other Countries. 
And we necd not go to Italy, Germany, or 
Trance for Examples of this kind. Flanders 
is no leſs famous for the high Spirits of her 
Women , than the Bravery of her Men. I 
remember a pretty Story upon this Occaſion, 
of the Emperor Charles V. who for his Wir. 
dom and Integrity, eſpecially in deciding du- 
bious and intricate Caſes, has been compared 
to King Solomon. 

That great Prince was once at Bruſſels, 
when a great Diſpute aroſe between two La- 
dies of the higheſt Diſtinction about Prece- 
dency , or taking Place, which was very near 
occaſioning a fatal Diviſion between the prin- 
cipal Families of that Province. The indig- 
nant Ladies were at length with great Difficul- 
ty prevailed upon to leave the Determination 

of an Affair ſo highly affecting their Honour, 
or their Pride, to the Emperor. His Majeſty 


accepted the Office of Arbitrator, and having 


fixed a Day for the Deciſion, declared, that 
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he would paſs Judgment in tte great Hall of Au- 
dience, and in the Preſence of the whole Court. 

When the important Day arrived , never was 
the Hall of Audience more crowded. Ihe fair 
Sex flocked thither in great Numbers to hear 
a Deciſion, in which they were ſo highly con- 
cerned. Never was the Emperor's Preſence 
expected with greater Impatience ; whilſt con- 
ſiderable Wagers were laid, on which Side the 
Judgment would fail. 

At length the Emperor came; and being ſea- 
ted on the Throne, with a ſerious und grave 
Tone and Countenance, he ſaid, ſo as to be he- 
ard by every body: Ve have welland dulywigh'd 
th: Diſpute between theſe two Ladies; and our 
Commands are, that She, bo is the prettieſt 
and moſPbeautifu! of the two, Shall upon all Oc- 
caſions give Place and Precedency to te other. 

This unexpected Diciſion gave Things a 
quite different Turn : Neither of the Ladies 
wouldinfirſt upon he Rank on ſuch Conditions. 
The Queſtions now was not who should go 
firſt, but who should go laſt; and had there 
not been two Doors to the Hall, it would have 
been very difficult to have perſuaded either of 
them to have gone home. However this 
Deciſion had ſo good an Effect, that there was 
no ſuch Thing as a Diſpute about taking place 
in Bruſſels, or all Flanders, for many Years 
alterwards. The Judges, to whom Appeals 
should have been made in ſuc" Caſes, would 

Þl all Probability have made Charles the Fifth's 
| I 6 Judgment 
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Judgment the Rule of theirs, and thereby 
given the Emperor's Regulation the Force cf 
a Law in ſuch Controverſies. Some ſuch Law 
at this might be of no ſmall Utilyty in /zely and 
feveral other Countries. | 

But to return to our Subject. The Dutch 
are ſo far from exceſſive Ceremony, that ſome 
think they give into the contrary extreme, 
However it little concerns the Strangers to 
regard that, or their Manner of living in 
gencral; becauſe, as to himſelf, he may live 
in what Way, and almoſt in what Company 
be pleaſes. He may have here his own 
Countrymen , his own Language » his own 
Place of Worship and Religion , unleſs he 
happens to be of a very extraordinare one 
indeed, or of none at all : for all here have 
one kind or another. He may alſo lodge with 
his own Nation, and put up in Inns, and uſe 
Coffee houſes kept by them. If this be the Cale 
with regard to moſt of the People of Europe in 
general, it is in a particular manner ſo with 
Tegard to the Britich Nation. 

The Expences of living here are almoſt on 
a a par with thoſe of Paris, and rather, greater 
than at any other Capital in Europe, but far 
leſs than at / ondon. 

The Parlement D' Angleterre, or Parliament 
of En:land. is a? principal Inn of the Hague, 
and anſwers the King's Arms in Pall. mall, ot 
Pontac's in the (ity. It requires good Oeco- 
nomy to come off for 15 Shillings, or a Guinea 
a Day at the two laſt; but the Auberge * 
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Ordinary of the Hague, coſts only five or ſix 
S1illings. The Dinner is a Florin, or 20 Pence 
of our Money , and the Bottle of Wine another 
(or the Pint 10 Pence) ſo that one may dine 
here for half a Crouwn as elegantly as at the 
two Englich Houſes for half a Guinea, or 
fiteen Schillings. There is always very good 
Company of ſeveral Nations here, much De- 
cency and Politineſs obſerved, and twelve or 
fifteen Dishes of Meat on the Tale. They 
are well dreſs'd , and moſt of them nice and 
delicate according to the Seaſon ; as Hares, 
wild Fowl, tame Fowl, which are brougt as 
far as from Guelderland , Brabant, and the 
Country about Breda; beſides Soups, Cuſtards, 
Fish of all Sorts, and always two or three 
kinds of Butcher's Meat for thoſe who chuſe 
it, with good Deſerts. One is at a Loſs to 
know how the People can afford to cover a 
Table with ſo coſtly a Veriety for the Money, 
The Inns of the Hague are undouhtedly the 
beſt in the World. This is kept by Dutch 
people but they make a shift to underſtand 
Englich. French is the Language commonly 
ſpoke at Table, and on every other Occaſion, 
As to their Meat, and Manner of dreſſing it, 
they obſerve a Medium between t e French 
Kick shaws and Hotch-potch, and the English 
Plainneſs, and ſmall Number of Dishes. I his 
Houſe, as well as all the Duzch Inns, is far 
more cleanly in cooking than the French, and 
does not bring upon the table a third or fourth 
Time the ſame thing r into dif- 
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ferent Shapes. In the French Hotels the Vic- 
tuals often comes three or four Times thro' 
the dirty Cook's Hands; and that too perhaps 
after having been ſet before ſtragling Gueſts, 
or on the Table of the Family, where every 
one has pick'd what he pleaſed. I muſt own, 
after having ſeen ſuch raſcally doings in theſe 
Houſes,I ave always as induſtriouſly avoided, 
as Others have enquired after them. Beſides 
which, they have not Heart to provide hand- 
ſomly for their Gueſts, and are iq ſaving aud 
x enurious, the Foible and Habit of their Nation, 
that they count every Bit one puts into one's 
Mouth. They are as well pleaſed to ſee their 
Dishes not touched, as an hearty English | and- 
lord is diſpleaſed, when he thinks his Gueſt docs 
not like his Victuals. | 

Not far from the Parliament of England there 
is an English Houſe, wiither thoſe who ſpeak 
no Language but their own, may relort. It is 
a good Houſe, and the Prices of Things the 
ſame us at the former, 

On the 5 is a good Dutch Inn called the 
Hoff van Utrecht. 'l he Price is a Gilder a Day, 
or a Shilling for the Dinner only. There is al- 
ways good Company here, particularly of the 
Gentleman of the Army, who come to the 
Hague, either for Pleaſure or Buſineſs. As their 
Pay will not admit them to be extravagant, 
they make choice of this Houſe, becauſe they 
are not obliged to drink Wine, there being none 
ſold at it; beſides which, the Eating is very 
good, and the Houſe handſome. Such as on 
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+ Glas of Wine, may have it fetched from 
the Cellars at the rate of ten Pence a Bottle. 

There are no Taverns either at the Hague, 
or in the Province, which does not a little diſ- 
concert the English, who in their own Countr 
enjoy themſelves no where ſo well as in choſe 
Houſes. All here, whether Natives or Strangers, 
lay in a certain Quantity of Wine at their 
Houſes or Lodgings. They bring it from Not- 
terdam, where that Liquor is cheapeſt. It is 
to de had of all Prices. The Dutch, who are 
a laving People, drink a Sort at the rate of [1x 
or ſeven Pence a * Bottle, which is a ſweet 
white Wine, very luſcious to a Strange's Pa- 
late. It is believed to be worked up with Lime, 
being hot and heady, and conſequently well 
enough ſuited to the cold phlegmatick Conſti- 
tutions of thoſe that drink it. The Generality 
of the Dutch drink only white Wines, ſo that 
in moſt of the Inns of the Provinces no other 
is to be had: Neither is there any other uſed 
at the Communion. Were red Wine preſented 
to the Communicants , thouſands woul nct 
receive, having never been uled to it. 

French Claret is to be had from ſix, ot ſeven, 
to eighteen Pence a Bottle, and Champagne and 
Burgundy at two Shilling and half a Crown. 

Rhenish 


Some even drink a cheaper Sort, for wich they 
give nine or ten Florins an Anchor, containing 4 Bottles, 
r Quarts, ſo that it comes to four or five Pence a Bottle. 
At this Price, the Strengh of the two Liquors confider'd, 
117; . 

Wine if cheaper than the common dtrong Beer, three 
ence a Quart. 
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Rhenich and Moſelle Wines are much drank by MW Camb 
the better Sort of People, which are ſold from make 
18 Pence to half a Crowna Bottle: Thoſe Wines or hs 
are brought down the Rhine and Meas to Rot- of a 
terdam, which City and Dort are the Stapels more 
for them. In short, all Sorts of Wine that grow more 
upun the Face of the Eearth are to be hid ein their 
Holland for half, or rather one third of the Thi 
Price they are drank at in England. handſ 
The Rent of private Lodgings at the Hague in the 
bear much the ſame Proportion with thoſe certai 
at London. The latter however are more ¶ the R 
completely furnished, and more confortable A Shi 
in the Winter. The En lieh have the beſt The f 
Bedding in the World. The Stranger at the {Wo ext 
Hague may generally board in the Houſe not ſc 
where he lodges, which is no ſmall Con- in w. 
venioncy to ſuch as are not obliged to dreſs , MWlippe 
and go abroad every Day. He pays a Shi. (or ! 
ling for his Dinner, or Middigmaal, as they linke 
call it, and is ſure of two or three, Good ie as 
Dishes: Such as are Lovers of Fish, dreſt HInhabi 
in various and delicate Manners, may regale Wpcfore 
at a Dutch Table. He finds his own Wine, ith 
and drinks his own Tea, Coffee, and Cho- Hurpri: 
colate which he buys equal in Goodne's be 
for about a third cheaper than at London. WF" ie 
The better Sort of Citizens make uſe of Tea at Pade 
four Shilling a Pound, of which the Exciſe Hits; 
only comes to as much in England. oal 3 
Moſt Sort of wearing Apparel is to be had ud t! 
here in the ſame Proportion of Price; as Linen, NVictua 
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Cambrick, Laces, &©c. A Dutch Gentleman 


makes as good x Figure in Cloth of a Ducat, 
or half a Guinea a Yard , as we do in that 
of a Guinea. The English Cloth is finer, and 
more bare; the Durch coarler, thicker, and 
more woolly, and therefore better ſuited to 
their Climate. 

There are no Chairs at the Hague, but very 
handſome Hackney-coaches. They do not ply 
in the Streets , but People ſend for them to 
certain Houſes; and often before they come, 
the Rain is over, and they are not wanted. 
A Shilling is their Fare for every Set-down. 
The Beauty and Cleanlineſs of the Streets are 
ſo extraordinary, that Perſons of all Ranks do 
not ſcraple , but even ſcem to take pleaſure 
in walking them. The Women uſe only 
Slippers. The Streets are paved with Bricks 
(or more properly ſpeaking, a kind of 
Clinkers) laid ſo cloſe together, that they 
are as clean as any Chamber Floor. Every 
nhabitant once a Week wathes the Pavement 
before his Door, and the Outſide of his Houſz, 

ith Water-engines ; ſo that both are kept 
ſurprizingly clean and neat. 

The Fuel of the Country is what Strargers 
an leaſt reconſile themſelves to. It is Turf, 

ade of a biruminous Earth, dug out of 

Pits ; which in dry Yearts burns clear like 
oal ; only it does nat caſt ſo much Heat, 

ind therefore is not ſo good for roaſting 
ictuals; which may be one reaſon why the 
Dutch 
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Dutch ſend their Meat ſq much to the Oven, 
On the other hand this Ful has no Smoke 
to ſet aſthmatick People a coughing , fully 
good Furniture, and blacken the Walls of 
tbe Houſes without Doors, as the Smake of 
Sea-coal does in London. Between Leyden 
and Haarlem, Rotterdam and Gouda, Utrecht 
and Rhenen, and in many other Parts of 
the Country there are ſuch vaſt Pits and 
Caverns, that ſome have thought, the Dutch, 
inſtead of being drown'd by Inundations , 
would conſume their whole Country in Firing 
but ic is obſerv'd, that the Earth from whence 
they dig this Fuel, fills up again in a ſew 
Years. in ſome Places this Earth is ſo unc- 
tuous and ſulphureous that Guicciardin ſays, 
it formerly took fire of itſelf in the Province 
of Frieſland naer the Zuyder Sea, and could 
not be extinguish'd by Art or Induſtry , till 
it had burnt two Leagues in Length, and 
aſ much in Breadth , when the ſubterranneous 
Waters broke in upon it, put it out, and 
formed the Lake now called 7onker Meer. 
Becunus alſo tells us that the like happened 
in Brabant in 184. and in the Province of 
Utrecht in 1567. In ſome Places they rake up 
Mud from the Bottom of the Water, which 
they carry away in Boats, ſpread it upon the 
Ground as even as poſſible, lay Borts upon 
it, and ſo tread it down, When the Water 
is ſqueez'd out, they cut it in the Form 
of Bricks, and dry it for Fuel. The poor 
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| People in ſome Places burn Cow-dung, which 
d they dry in the ſame Manner. | 
/ As there are no Foreſts in Holland, nor 
f mdeed ofany Extent in the other fix Provinces, 
| Wood is exceſſively dear at the Hague, and is 
burnt only by the foreign Miniſters , and 
perhaps ſome few more, who cannot endure 
Turf. But the Natives of the firſt Rank content 
themſelves with the Product and Manufacture 
of their own Country. Even in the Apartments 
of the States one ſees no other Fuel, where 
the Turf is piled up in Form of a Pyramid, 
The English, and ſome others, uſe Sunderlant 
and Scoth Coal. Many Veſlels laden with thoſe 
Coals arrive every Year in the ſeveral Parts of 
Holland and Zealand for the uſe of Brewers 
and Black ſmiths; that kind of Firing being pro- 
perer than any other for their Purpoſes. 

The portable Stoves univerſally uſed both 
by the Men and Women of theſe Provinces, 
are extremely convenient. It is a little ſquare 
wooden Box, within which there is a ſmall 
earthen Pan with a Bit of lighted Turf in it. 
the Stove has a Door, which is shut when 
the Pan is put in it, and Holes on the Top, 
on which People place their Feet by way ofa 
Foot-ſtool. By this Contrivance they keep 
hemſelves gently warm the whole Winter's 
Day eitheir by Land or Water; for with this 
tle portable Equipage they travel, fit behind 
1eir Counters, and at Church, from which 
he coldeſt Day in Winter does not — 4 
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them. If the Turf be good, it keeps in two or. 


three Hours, and when it is burnt out, they 
renew it. Strangers do not like Stoves at firlt, 
and complain, that they give them the Head. 
ach but a little Time, and cold Weather recon. 
ciles them tho the Uſe of them. They alſo 
diſlike the Stove-rooms, and perhaps with more 
Reaſon , tho' their Heat may be increaſed or 
diminish'd to any Degree they pleaſe. 

We have already ſaid ſomething of the Di. 
verſions and Entertainments of the Hague, as 
the Play-houſe , Concerts , Aſſemblies , and 
Gaming; and therefore to avoid Repetitions, 
refer the Reader to what he may find before 
concerning them, 

A few Yearts ago was a very grand Scene 
of Pleaſure opened to the Inhabitant's 0 
the Hague. The opulent and magnificent M. 
Lopez, a Few, was the Perſon , who conceived, 
and actually executed, the vaſt Deſign of 
entertaining the Town with a kind of Opera. 
With. that View he brought from foreign 
Countries the fineſt Voices, and beſt Per- 
formers that were to be had, with every 
Thing elſe that could contribute to the Per- 
fection and Grandeur of his Entertainment. 
'The moſt illuſtrious Strangers, the Miniſters 
of State, the foreign Miniſters , and others 
of the higheſt Quality reſorted to his Houſe, 
to partake of the elegant Pleaſure that generous 
Perſon at infinite Expences provided for them. 
They were received there in a Hall, or large 

s Room; 
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Room, magnificently adorned and illuminated. 
The Muſick was judiciouſly diſpoſed in an 
adjoining Apartment, ſcarce inferior to the 
other in Beauty. Refreshments of all kinds 
were ſerved about by Footmen in ſplendid 
Liveries. Whole Operas were not ſung; but 
only ſelect Parts, and French Cantatas. This 
new Entertainment, whilſt it laſted , ſo intirely 
ruined the Play-houſe , that it was ſhut up, 
and the Actors were reduced to ſeek their 
Bread elſe- where. The Nobility had loſt all 


them once a Week by the Magnificent eu. 
But as the Palate is ſooneſt cloy'd with the 
richeſt Meats, the Mind of Man preſently 
lurfeits with the moſt exquiſite Pleaſures. The 
Taſte of the Aſſembly changed, and the Num- 
der that went to the Entertainment, decreaſed 
exceedingly. Lopez's Spirit was too great to 
ſtay til! he faw himſelf quite abondoned; and 
with the Politineſs , which accompanies all 
his Actions, he did that, which the Company 
in general ought inGratitude to have done in 
regard to him. He thank'd the remaining few 
for the Honour they had done him, and cloſed 
the Scene. 

The Jew live more ſplendidly here than 
any where elſe. Meſſrs. Swarizo, Dulis , D' 
Acoſta (whoſe Brother dicdlaſt Year in London 
immenſely rich) and Texeyra, would do Ho- 
nour to Chriſtianity in ſome Senſe, and almoft 
force us to envy the Synagogue the Profeſſion 


Taſte for any Diverſion , except that given 
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of ſuch extraordinary Merit. 'Their every Day 
produces ſomething great and good, without 
reſpect to Perſons, or Religions. Humane and 
liberal to their Domeſticks ; charitable and be. 
neficent to profuſion tothe Poor; generous and 


open-hunded to the unhappy and diſconſolate; 


pompous and princely intheir Manner of living; 
beloved and honoured by all Orders of Men; 


they make and receive Viſits, frequent the As. 


ſemblies , and are real Ornaments to all the 
Places in which they appear. 

There are two Synagogues here, andtwoat 
Amſterdam ; of which the worſt is finer than 
thoſe at Rome and Venice. Ihe Jeu live in one 
of the fineſt Quarters of the Hague, and have 
a Walk peculiar to themſelves on the Ex- 
change, and Schools, where their Youth are 
educated in their Language and Religion. They 
have lately had ſeveral learned Men, and Per- 
ſons of Note here; as. | 

BEN ISRAEL, Moses pi Pas, ORoOBITO, an 
eminent Phyſican, and Jupa LEO, who wich 
great Pains and Application formed a Model oi 
Solomon's Temple the Tabernacle the Camp of 
the {ſraelites, and other Aebrew Curioſities. | 
don 't know, whether the Temple lately shewn 
in London, and other Capitals of Europe, was 
done by him, or an ingenious Gentleman at 
Hamburg h. The Zewsare very numerous in the 
United Provinces, and have a Synagogue in 
every Town of them. Their Number in Am. 
ſterdam only is reckon'd to be 20, 00. They 

are 
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are diſtinguish'd in all the Nations of Eu- 
rope under che two Denominations of Por- 
tugurze and German Feus, of which the 
former are the richeſt, and of greateſt Note. 
When they celebrate their Feſtivals, and 
circumciſe Infants , there is no ſmall crowding 
about their Synagogues ; and it is worth a 
Stranger's Curioſity to be preſent on thoſe 
Occaſions, 

The Kermit, or Fair of the Hague, is held 
in the Month of May, and laſts a Week. The 
Beau Monde uſed formerlyto goin Malquerade 
about the Streets, during it , and to divert 
themſelves ſeveral other Ways, as is done 
during the Carnaval at Venice. 'The Dutch, who 
are naturally grave, love to give into the Fol- 
lies and Entertainments of theſe Times, when 
diſguiſed and undiſtinguished; and indeed they 
are under a Neceſſity of finding out Diverſions 
to elevate and enliven them, in order to bal- 
lance their ſedentary Manner of Life, and the 
Heavineſs of their Air. Every 1 own and Vil- 
lage of the ſevenProvinces have theſe K: rmiſess 
In the latter they laſt three Days; Sunday, 
Monday, and Tueſduy ; and in the former a 
Week, or a Fortnight. At Amſterdam there 
are two every Year, of which each continues 
fourteen Days. Anciently theſe Times were 
obſerved out of religion, as being inſtituted 
to commemorate the building of the Parish 
Church; and afterwards in the darker Ages , 
onthe rebuilding of the Church, theſe Seaſons 

N were 
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of ſuch extraordinary Merit. Their every Day 
produces ſomething great and good, without 
relpect to Perſons, or Religions. Humane and 
liberal to their Domeſticks ;charitable and be. 
neficent to profuſion to the Poor; generous and 
open- hunded to the unhappy. and diſconſolate; 
ompous and princely intheir Manner of living; 
beloved and honoured by all Orders of Men; 
they make and receive Viſits, frequent the As- 
ſemblies, and are real Ornaments to all the 
Places in which they appear. 

There are two Synagogues here, and twoat 
Amſterdam ; of which the worſt is finer than 
thoſe at Rome and Venice. I he Jeu live in one 
of the fineſt Quarters of the Hague, and have 
a Walk peculiar to themſelves on the Ex- 
change, and Schools, where their Youth are 
educatedin their Language and Religion. 'They 
have lately had ſeveral learned Men, and Per- 
| ſons of Note here; as. L . 

BEN ISRAEL, Moses pi Pas,'ORoB1O, an 
eminent Phyſican, and Juba Leo, who wich 

eat Pains and Application formed a Model of 
Solomon's Temple the Tabernacle the Camp of 
the Iſraelites, and other Hebrew Curioſities. | 
don t know, whether the Temple lately shewn 
in London, and other Capitals of Europe, was 
done by him, or an ingenious Gentleman at 
Hamburg h. The Zewsarevery numerous in the 
United Provinces, and have a Synagogue in 
every Town of them. Their Number in Am— 
fterdam only is reckon'd to be 20,000. They 
| are 
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tugurze and German Jews, of which the 
tormer are the richeſt, and of greateſt Note. 
When they celebrate their Feſtivals, and 
circumciſe Infants, there is no ſmall crowding 
about their Synagogues ;. and it is worth a 
Stranger's Curioſity to be preſent on thoſe 
Occaſions. 

The Kermis, or Fair of the Hague, is held 
in the Month of May, and laſts a Week. The 
Beau Monde uſed formerly to go in Malquerade 
about the Streets, during it, and to divert 
themſelves ſeveral other Ways, as is done 
during the Carnaval at Venice. The Dutch, who 
are naturally grave, love to give into the Fol- 
lies and Entertainments of theſe Times, when 
diſguiſed and undiſtinguished; and indeed they 
are under a Neceſſity of finding out Diverſions 
to elevate and enliven them, 4n order to bal- 
lance their ſedentary Manner of Life, and the 
Heavineſs of their Air. Every Town and Vil- 
lage of the ſevenProvinces have theſe K:rmiſess 
In the latter they laſt three Days; Sunday, 
Monday, and Tueſduy ; and in the former a 
Week, or a Fortnight. At Amſterdam there 
are two every Year, of which each continues 
fourteen Days. Anciently theſe Times were 
obſerved out of religion, as being inſtituted 
to commemorate the building of the Parish 
Church; and afterwards in the darker Ages , 
onthe rebuilding of the Church, theſe Seaſons 
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were kept in * honour of the Saint to whom 
it was dedicated. At length they degenerated 
into ſuch Riot and Diſorders of all kinds, that 
the Emperour Charles V. and King Philip. II. 
ordered that they should hold hut one Day. But 
Feaſting and Merry making are of the Nature 
of thoſe Things, which are not to be abolisb'd 
by Edicts. They are called Kermit, or Kerkme; 
(miſſaeccleſie)becauſe the firſt Maſs or Worship 
was ſaid inthe rebuilt Church on that Day. In 
the middleand Southern Counties of England, 
where theſe Feaſts are ſtill kept up in every 
Parish, they are called Wakes; becauſe the 
People waked all Night, and kept the Vigil; 
on the Eve of the Saint or Patron ofthe Church: 
Or perhaps it might come from the old San 
Word Pate, which ſignifies Drunkenneſs; 
becauſe thoſe Anniverſaries were become the 
ſtated Seaſon for drinking and carouſing. 
During theſe Feaſts the Clergy of the Dioceſe 
of Utrecht, which included the whole Nether- 
lands, bad their charitas, charitas vini, or po 
cla charitatis, which they took off in Memory 
of the Patron of the Cathedral of Utrecht: hey 
evendrankto the good Health of the deceaſed 
Sint. This puts me in mind of a merry Fra- 
ternity in Spain, who at the Interment of 2 
Brother uſed to toſs off a Glaſs with a, Piva 
el muerto, Long live the dead. 
Many 


* Accordingly at this time the Fairs in all the great 
Towas of Europe are kept on Saint's Days; as Michze! 
mae, Martinmas, Allballow - tide, or All Saints. 
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Many Diſorders happen during the Kermiſts 
at Amſterdam; ſo that a Stranger at ſuch Times 
a1 ought either to keep good Hours, or not to be 
there at all. Merchants and others reſort to 
them from all Parts of Europe but eſpecially 
| from the Empire, and expoſe to Sale a thous 
| ſand rich Curioſities and Pieces of Arc , with 
| which in a Day or two one might furnish 2 
| pretty Cavinet of Rarities. 

The Mont of May is diſtinguiched at the 
Hague, as in moſt other Cities and Countries 
| of Burode, from all the Months of the Years 
| The Beau Monde begin to creep out of their 
Stove- rooms, te mount their Chaiſes , and 
| form Parties of Pleaſure. May-poles adorned 
with Garlands are planted in the Court, be- 
| fore the Apartments of the States General, 
| ofthe. Provincial States, the other ſovereign 
Courts and Colleges, and one before the Door 
of each of the great Officers of the vtare., 
Theſe Enſigns of Mirt and Sovereignty are ſer 
up by the Servants of the Government on the 
| firſt Day of the Month, and ſtand till the Ja:t. 
One of che principal Diverſions of this 
| Place is riding out in Chaiſes, or, as they 
| are properly enoug called, Phattons , ſrom 
| their Lightneſs and Rapidity, which are ſur- 
| prizing. The Roads are as level and ſmooth 
as any Garden-walk; and the Dutch Hoiſes, 
any tho! they don't gallop, trot at the rate of ten 
or twelve Miles an Hour in thoſe Machines, 
bac, with two in them. And yet they are far ex- 
| 8 celled 
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celled in Swiftneſs by the Horſes of New 


England and ft hore which I have ſeenina I © 
kind of Pace or Amble (for they can't gallop) ver. 
make 16 or 18 Miles an Hour. I once ſaw (0 1 


twoof them tried, which were valued at 20 l. 
each. Their Motion, nothwitſtanding their 
extreme Speed, was ſo eaſy, that they were M 
thought fit only for Ladies Pads, and that it ler 
was Effeminacy for Men to uſe them. | 5. 
The deadeſt Seaſon of the Year in other Fol 
Countries is the moſt lively in Holland. In © 
Winter the Dutch divert.themſelves upon the be! 
Ice with their Scates, on which they glide, ; 4 
or rather fly with amazing Rapidity. The 
Vulgar, and many of the better Sort can 
withſtand the Charms of the fineſt Day in 
Summer , and KEEP at home to mind their Dut 
Work; but a cold Winter's Day has irre- _ 


ſiſtible Attractions. All Work is then thrown Nen 
aſide, and out they go to the Canals and = 
Meadows, which for two or three Months 5 l 
in the Year are cover'd with Water. Thou: ee 


ſands of Spectators reſort thither , ſo that I fige 
the Towns and Villages are in a manner * 1 
abandoned by their 9 It is a kind gilt 
of univerſal Fair or Jubile. Booths are erected > 
upon the Ice with good Fires in them, where I Wich 
warm Wine, Beer, Tea, and Coffee are 
ſold. Strangers, eſpecially thoſe who come 
from warm Climates, and never ſaw any Thing 
of that kind, are aſtonish'd at the endleſs 


Wonders of this Scene. Even the er : 
of 
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of colder Countries are ſo taken with theſe Di- 
yerſions, that they learn to ſcate, in order 
to practiſe it on their return home. Men, 


Women, and Children are equally expert at 
it in Holland. A Boerinne, or Country Girl, 


ſcates to Town with her Milkpail; and many 


Merchants and others make their longeſt 


Journies on their Scates. You may ſometimes 
| ſreaStringof twenty or five and twenty young 
| Folks of both Sexes holding each other by 
| their Handkerchief, shoot by you with almoſt 
the Rapidity of Lightning. 

| Perſons of Diſtinction alſo take their Di- 
| verſion at this Time in Sleds, which a Man, 
that ſcates behind, pushes forward with a lon 

| Pole: and ſometimes they imitate the Hig 
Dutch. At the Imperial, Saxon, and other 
Courts the Ice and Snow afford a great Va- 
| ricty of Diverſions , and ſome of à very 
* pompous kind. The Lords and Ladies run 
Races in Sleds, and many other Machines 
| contrived in the Shape of Lions, Griffins, 
Tigers, Swans, Dolphins, Peacocks, and 


the like Divices, well carved, painted, and 


gilt. The Lady ſits in one of theſe, dreſt in 


Velvet, lined with fine Furs, and adorned 
with Lace and Jewels, with a Velvet Cap 


on her Head, faced and lined with Sables. 
The Machine is drawn by an Horſe, finely 
| ſet off with Feathers and Ribans , and with 


| Bells hanging about him, and a Stag's Horns 


on his Head. One or more Pages on Horſe- 
| K 3 back 
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back ride on each Side with Torches in their 
Hands; and in this manner they perform the 
Courſe upon the frozen Snow about theStreets 
ot Fienna and Dreſden in the Night, driving 
full ſpeed one after another. 

In the Malls, particularly in that of Leyden, 
the Students and others bowl with wooden 
Bowls through an iron Ring. At Utrecht this 
Diverſion, which is none of the moſt lively, 
is in diſgrace. 

The Vulgar have a Game or two not unlike 
this, which we shall not take the Pains to de- 
ſcribe. The curlious Strangers may however 
beſtow a Quarter of an Hour in obſerving 
them The Genuis and diſpoſition ofa People 
diſcover themſelves no where more perhaps, 
than in their Diverſions, or menus plaiſirs , as 
the French phraſe them. | 
A Traveller indeed oughttolook into every 
Thing that falls in his Way: What is not good 
for one Thing, is for another; and the minuteſt 
may often ſuggeſt ſomething towards the Dis- 
covery of the moſt important , whether for 
Utility or Pleaſure. 3 

The Stranger should by all means viſit the 
Dutch Gardens, which are ſo famous. Sir 
William Temple ſays, that a Man had better lay 
out his Money on any Thing than on a Gar- 
den in a moiſt So1l; but that great Man, who 
wrote his Treatiſe on Epicurus's Gardens at 
Sheen in 1685. ſeems to have forgot the Country 
he had ſo lately quitted, and whoſe natural 1 
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well as civil State he had ſtudied ſo much. It 
is certain, that the Dutch, thro' their extraor- 
dinary Induſtry and Riches, have many fine 
Gardens, tho'their Earth, as wellas the other 
three Elements, which have alſo their Share 
in the Productions of Plants, are very indiffe- 
tent. They however commit ſome Errors in 
| their manner of laying out their Gardens, thro! 
an ill judged Imitation of thoſe of France and 
| ltaly.In thoſe hotter Climates Plenty of Greens 
and Water are extremely proper, as they afford 
| refreshing Scenes, delighttul Proſpects, and 
| cooling Bowers to retire to. But in Holland 
there is too much Water naturally. J he Gar- 
dens are generally on the Banks of Canals, 
nd moatcd about on the other Sides with deep 
VDitches full of Water; ſo that it is a groſs Er- 
ror to increaſe the great Humidity occaſioned 
by the other Waters, by making new Canals 
and Baſons within the Gardens. As to Hedges, 
Trees, and green Bowers, theſe are no Rarities 
in a Country, that every where abounds with 
Plants, and which, in ſuch a wet light 
Soil, ſpring up like Mushrooms in 2 Night. 
Beſides which , theſe do but augment the 
Moiſture, that indeed is ſo great, the Dutch 
E themſelves dare not venture to ſtay long 
in their Garddes. The French, who took 
the firſt Plans of theirs from Jraly, but who 
now far cx:cell the Originals, do not crowd 
them too much with Trees, Plants, and 
Picces of Water, tho' thoſe kinds of Things 
K 4 arc 
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are far more ornamental and neceſſary in 
the Gardens of France, than in thoſe of 
Holland. 

If a Perſon thinks fit, he may paſs an Hour 
here in a Bookſeller's Shop to Advantage. He 


may inform himſelf there of what is carrying 


on in the Learned Whorld: For the Book- 
ſellers of Holland oorreſpond with moſt Parts 


of Europe. Tho' they are not obliged to 


be bred, and matriculated in an Univerſity, 
as the Bookſellers of Germany are; yet many 
of them have had ſome Education, and ſpesk 
Latin, or atleaſt French. Formerly there was 
one Johnſon, an Englisb Bookſeller here; but 
he removed to Rotterdam, where he died. 
His Shop was a very agreeable Place to the 
English; and the more, becauſe the Man knew 
the World well. 

Mr. Scheurleer, who lives near the Court, 


tho" a Native of the Country, ſpeaks our 


Language very well, and deals in Englisb 
Books. has juſt printed a very beautiiul 
Edition of Thuanus in French : It exceeds any 
Thing that has hitherto appeared on that 
great Writer. His Edition of Father Du 
Halde's Deſcription of China is magnificent, 
and the Copper-plates exquilicely fine. 

The Dutch print vaſt Numbers of Books, 
which they vend to the better halfof Europe; 
ſo that this Merchandize (for it may properly 
be called ſo ) brings in a conſiderable annual 


Return to the Country. And yet it was lately 
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moved, that a Tax shold be laid upon Paper. 

It would be bad for the Perſon who propoſed* 
it, if Os old 1 * in i whoever 
| propoſed any thing to the manifeſt Prejudice of the 
| — — toute be deemd an 2 nemy 4 it 

| and punirhed accordingly. Was Paper to be taxed 
| here, the Preſſes of Paris, Bruſſels , Francfort,. 
and London would not fail to make great Re- 
| joicings on the News. And this naturally leads 
us to ſay ſomething of the Genuis and Learning 
of the Dutch. 
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be GENIUS and LEARNING of the 
Dutch. 


nx Genuis of a learned People is con- 
A ſpicuous in nothing more than in happy 
Emblems, Images, and Inſcriptions; and in 
theſe the Dutchexcell. Their Pallaces, Country 
Houſes, Muſzums, and Gardens abound with 
fine Thoughts and ſignificant Repreſentations, 
that at once amuſe and inſtruct the Beholder, 
One would indeed imagine that the very Walls 
ſpoke, and that all about one was animated. 
The great Halls, and other Rooms of their 
'Town-houſes, are adorned with fine Pain- 
tings and Statues, Emblems and Symbols re- 
lating to Government. I know the preſent 
Taſte of the World will not bear a Multi- 
plicity of theſe Things ; but when the Pieces 
are valuable in themſelves, the Works of 
great Maſters, and diſpos'd with Judgement, 
methinks they multiply Delight andlnſtruction, 
as they are both moral and entertaining. Deli- 
cacy ſeems to be carried too far, and beyond 
Nature, when it takes Offence at the Utile 
and the Dulce. 

Can any one that enters the Judgent. hall 
in the Stathouſe of Amſterdam , be unmoved, 
when he Caſts his Eyes on the fine Marb.e 
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Statues, as large as the lie, that bang 
| down their Head: in a mournful Poſture, as 
if they were bewailing the Fate of the un- 
happy? And who in pailing the Spin-houſe is 
not ſtruck, when he ſees two Lions brivled , 
with this Inſcription: 


-  Pirits eft domare, que cuntti pavent. 
A fit Emblem for a Place intended for curbing 


; © the Vice of choſe, who refuſe juſt Obedience 
4 to their Parents or Maſters, and lead diſorderly 
q Lives. 7 | 
1 On the Town-houſe in Ter veer in Zealand 
is are two lines in Dutch, of which the Senſe is, 


F | That Obedience to God and the Magiſtrate pre- 


ir vents all Calamities. We car not but expreſs our 
7 Surprice here, that the Z-alanders do not ob- 
* literate thoſe lines, and that they shold ſuffer 
It the very Walls of their Council-houſe to cry 
i out againſt them. Thoſe Words should ſound 
ill in the Ears of a People, who have with- 
es , ; . 5 
a drawn their Allegiance from their rightful 


t, Magiſtrate, and committed an Act of unheard 
of Violence againſt him. 

li- ' The Motto's on their Sun- dials are moral and 
\d entertaining. That on the Diul of the Stathouſe 
ils of Ladeburg cannot be read without Emotion: 


Pretereunt & imputantur : 


Alluding to the Hours of human Life, which 
tho' they paſs ſwiftly and unheeded away, 
© muſt all be accounted for. MEE, 
K 6 On 
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On the Dial of Cathedrald of Bruges.the: 
Sun is repreſented directing the Hours, with 
this pretty Motto, Non rego niſi regar : ſigni- 
fying, that the Sun could not rule the Day, 
if it was not firſt ruled itſelf. Had the Pagan 
World known this Truth, the greateſt Part. 
of it had not fallen into Idolatry. The ſub- 
limeſt Motto IL have met with, is on the Dial of 
St. Neots in England: Lux Umbra Dei, Light. 
is the Shadow of God; alluding perhaps to 
thoſe two beautiful Paſſages in the Scripture, 
which repreſent the Divinity as dwelling in. 
Light; and covering himſelf with Light as with a 
Garment. On the other Side of the ſame Dial. 
are theſe Words, 20, 'Arwj , Eun. Life is a 
Vapor and a Shadow, 

na large Picture, repreſenting.the Provin- 
cial States aſſembled in a very dangerous Con- 
juncture, you find theſe Words, Valeant, qui 
inter nos diſcordiam volunt : Let thoſe be gone, 
who are for ſowing Diſcord amongſt us. 

The well knownMorto oftheStates inſcribed. 
on their Coin, ſays agreeably to this, Concordia 
res parve creſcunt, diſcordia dilabuntur; and the. 
Emblem ofthe ſeven Rods faſt bound together, 
which repreſent the ſtrict Union of the ſeven. 
Provinces, Separate thoſe Rods, and. take. 
one after another, and they are eaſily bro- 


ken; 

Prato has the ſame. Expreſſion literatim. Speaking of 
God, he ſays, Truth is his Body, and Light is his Schadow. 

t Perhaps it is, Valeant, qui inter nes deſidiam wolunt ; 


which may be rendered, FY upon ;hern , Who ars for having 
245. coptinne. peairdl and unagtive... 
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ken; but to break them all together, requires 
far greater Strength. The Senſe of the. 
other Motto is much the ſame: Frangemur, 
ſi collidamur: We shall be broke to pieces, 
it we dash againſt one another. 4 

On a Coin that was ſtruck in the Infancy of ly 
the Republick, we find a Lion, with one half =. 
of his Body under Water, and the other half 
above it, beating the Waves with his Paws „ 
and ſtriving to get out, with this apt Legend, 
| Luftor & Emergo. It alludes to the noble 
Struggle made by a brave and oppreſſed Peo- 
| ple for their Lives and Liberties. I remember 
to have read the Words, Patientia & ſpes ,. 
on a Wind-mill ; which are very pretty, and. 

ſignificant ſo applied. | 
We have occaſionally mentioned ſeveral. 
Things of the like nature in the Courſe ofthis. 
Narrative; and it. were eaſy to add many. 
more Examples of this People's Ingenuity ,. 
but that were dwelling too long on this Point. 
We will there fore conclude it with an Ac- 
count of a.Farce, or Pantomimical Enter- 
| tainment, performed before Charles V. at Ghent, 
the Capital-of Flanders , in the Infancy of the. 
Reformation , when hot Conteſts and Broils 
concerning Religion ſubſiſted every where. 
Authors relate this Fact with ſome , but no 
| material, Difference. 
+ The Curtain being drawn up, a great many 
* IF crooked Rods or Sticks were ſeen lying on the 
„ Stage. 4 Perſon of a lively air, wich a Sword 
| KR 7 by” 
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by his Side, enter'd firſt, and ſtooping , took 
up one of the Sticks, and laid it down again, 
He was in the Habit of a Canon, and as he 
walked off, the Spectators read on his Back 
* ZUINGLIUS. The ſecond Perſon that ap- 
peared, wore the Habit of a Doctor of Divi- 
nity. He ſeemed a Bold Man, and full of Fire, 
After he had taken up a Stick and laid it by 
it ſelf, he ſpurn'd at the other Sticks, and in 
going off was know by this Name to be Lu- 
TAER. Next came a Perſon of a mild As- 
pet, who made towards the Rods, and after 
having dropt a Tear over them, took up two 
of them, and tried to make them meet in all 
Parts; but not ſucceeding, he gently laid them 
down again, and in retiring shewed that he 
was CALVIN. After him appeared an Actor in 
a grave Habit. He went haſtily to the Sticks, 
and taking them up one after another, endea- 
voured to make them even, in order to bind 
them together; but they were all ſo crooked, 
that be could not effect it. As he retired, he 
diſcovered on his Back SCALIXTOUSs. One with 
a long Beard, ina dirty kind of Garb, ſucceed- 
ed him. As ſoon as he caſt his Eyes upon the 
Sticks, he looked fiercely, ſnorted, and grin- 
ned. In walking off he was known to be A 
CaPeucnin: The perſon that appeared next, 
had a malignant, fierce , and hideous Caſt of 


Coun- 
* He wu Canon of Zurich in Zwitzerland, and about 
@ Vear before Luther was killed in a Battle againſt one 
of the Catholick Cantons, 
6 He wa: for a Comptehenſion. 
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Countenance. He made up to the Sticks, and 
immediately taking out à Flint and I inder-box, 
ſtruck Fire, and looping down, took up the 
whole Heap of Rods and was going to burn 
them all in the Flames he h d kindled: but was 
prevented by a perſon inthe Habit of a Magi- 
ſtrate, who ſeemed to expoſtulate with bim, 
and to be glad when he retired in a great Fury. 
The Spectators ſaw on bis Back the Word | N- 
QuisITOR. Two old Perſons clothed in red ap- 


conſidered them attentively, and then ſeemed 
to enter into deep Deliberation. As they went 
off, they shook their Heads, and diſcovered 
| Tux CONCLAVEOn their Backs. They were 

ſtopt in going out by a Perſon of great Age, 
| clothed in Purple, with three Crowns upon 
| his Head. He did not vouchſafe to caſt a 
| ſingle Regard towards the Sticks; but after a 
short Conference with the other two, ſeveral 
large Parchments were produced. upon which 
was inſcribed in large Characters of Gold, Bur- 
| 1x. He then retired, followed by the other 
two, and the >peCtators perceived it was His 
HoLINESS. |reſently after enter'd ſeveral 
| Perſons o a noble Mein richly clothed, and 
well armed. After they had conſulted to ge- 
ther ſome time, two Scrolls were ſeen in 
| their Hands: On the one was the Word 

PrROTESTATION , and on the other IAR Avs- 
' BURG CornEsSION. On going off, they dis- 
| Covered their Names, Sax oN, Hxss Cas- 
X | SEL, 


peared next. They handled ſome of the Sticks, 
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SEL, BRUuNs WICK LUNENBURGH, Men- 
LENBURGH , BRANDENBURCH , WIX- 
TEMBURGH , -and POMERANIA. 

The Emperour and Court were all this while 
in a kind Amazement , but ſeemed however 
to be pleaſed with what was repreſented. 

At laſt enter'd a Perſon of a middle Stature, 
about 36 Vears of Age, who with a ma- 
jeſtick Air walked -up to the Sticks, and 
viewed them one by one , but did not offer- 
to make them ſtraight: He even ſeparated 
them, and turned their crooked Sides tow- 
ards one another : After which he ſmiled, 
put his Hand to his Sword , and walk'd of, 
On his Back was inſcribed CHARLES V. 

The Emperor, ſeeing himſelf expoſed on 
the Stage, and repreſented as taking a ſecret 
Pleaſure: in the Diviſions of Religion, and 
in the publick Diſorders , - was in a Rage; 
and as ſoon as he got to his Palace , ordered 
that the Actors should be brought before him 
next Morning; but they had taken to their 
Heels immediately after the Play, and wer: 
never heard of more. 

From theſe and other Inſtances of exquiſite 
Wit and Genius, which we shall hereafter re- 
peat, it is apparent, how little applicable the 
Auris Batava of MaRTIAL(Epig. 82. lib. v.) is 
to the preſenc Inhabitants of theſe Provinces. 
ERASMUS on that Adage refutes the Juſtneſs 
of it with great Vivacity, but he is himſe!f 
the bet Confutation of it that can be employ- 


ed. 


ed. ! 


they 
him 
nity 
Crite 
cauſe 
dera 


in tt 
Mon 


© {tion 


a Gt 


© ſoler 


dete! 


+ Out 1 


they 


could 
their 


Dut. 


| Belg 


que 1 


© the 


Eurc 


Ly, 


plied 


= deno 


Beau 


Wit 
neve 
has e 


this 1 


Of HOLLAND. 237 


ed. It was for the Glory of the Batavi, that 
they deſpiſed MARTIAL's Verſes, which he 
himſelf calls Nequitiz. Nations, out of Va- 
© nity or Prejudice, ſome times from very odd 
| Criterions for the Genius of each other. Be- 
| canſe the Germans could not relish the immo- 
| derate Panegyrick , with which the French 
in their Madrigals flattered Lewis XIV. the 


Monſieurs of Paris called their Wit in que- 


ſtion, and made this Propoſition , V hetber 
a German could be a Bell Eſprit, Matter of 


ſolemn diſputation. This weighty Point they 
determined in the Negative; and not with- 


out reaſon, according to the Rule by which 


they tried it; for I really believe no German 


* could write ſuch enormous fine Encomiums on 
their Grand Monarch. With regard to the 


Dutch , Strada ſays very truly Lib. i. Bell. 


| Belg. Rara hodie admiramur machinamenta, 


que Belgica non invenerit, aut non abſolverit.Let 


the French, or indeed any other Nation of 


Europe, conſider with Candor and Impartiali- 


ty, wether any ſuch Character can be ap- 
plied to them; and then, wheter they can, 
denominate the Datch Dunces , and themſelves: 
E Beaux Eſprits 
| Wit, and a very free Speaker, who was 


Scaliger, a Man of great 


never ſuſpected of delighting in Panegyrick , 


has exhauſted all his Eloquence in praiſe of 


this heavy People, as fallows: 


Ignorata - 
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Ignorata tuæ referam miracula terre, 
Douſa, peregrinis non babitura idem. 

Omnia lanitium laſ/at textrina Minerve , 
Lanigeros tamen binc /cimus a' eſſe greget. 

Non capiunt operas /abriles oppida veſtra : 

Nulla fabris tamen bac ligna miniſtrat humus, 

FHorrea triticee rumpunt hic frugis acervi: 

Paſcuus bic tamen eſt non Cerealis ager. 
Hic numeroſa meri ſtipantur dolia cellis : 
ue vineta colat, nulla putator babet. 
Hic nulla, aut certe ſeges eſt rariſſi ma lini: 
Linifici tamen copia major uhi? 
Hic mediis babitamus aqui: quis credere poſſit ? 
Et tamen bic nulla, Douſa, bibuntur aque. 

It is very remarkable, that the ſame Qua- 
lities, which Writers near 2000 Years ago 
aſcribed to the Batavi, are the Characteriſticks 
of the Dutch their Deſcendents; Invention, 
Arcuracy , Induſtry , Bravery, and Fidelity. 
On theſe Heads compare Lucan, lib. 1. v. 426, 
Ceſar paſſim. Tacit. Hiſt. iv, cap. 13. & alib. 
OServius ad Georg. iii. /irgil. ver. 204. c. with 
what modern toreign Writers ſay (for what 
a Nation ſays or thinks of itſelf is not to be 
regarded) as Bentivozlio, Guicciardin a noble 
Florentine , Strada in many Places, Temple 
and above all the learned and ingenious Bar- 
clay in his Icon Animar. 

Every body knows that the Invention of 
Printing is aſcribed to Lawrence Coſter, a Ci- 
tizen of Haerlem. This indeed is controverted 
by the City of Mentz; and thoſe who wor 

| Dt 


Typo, 
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J. 


Of HOE LAN). 237 


ſplit the Difference between Coſter and Fau- 
ſus, and give each a Share in the Honour 
of the Invention , conſent , that the former 
chould paſs for the Author of cutting in Wood 
which was formerly uſed, and the latter of 
caſting the Characters in Metal, as they are 
now. Having conſulted Mr. Mattaire , the 
Author of the noble Work intituled, Annales 


| Typographici, and many other excellent Pieces; 


that very learned Gentleman was of opinion 
(and his Opinion ought to be deciſive in the 
Commonwealth of Letters) that Mentz had 


2 juſt Right tothe Honour ofthe Diſcovery, 


Mr. Marchand has lately published an ex- 
callent Treatiſe upon the Hiſtory of the Preſs, 


| where he demonſtrates the very ſame thing. 


Te Dutch muſt however be acknowledged 
to have carried the Art greater Lengths than 
all other Nations. 1 heir Letter-founders are 


| now the beſt in the World; and not only 
| Mentz and the Empire, but the beſt Pref. cs 
| of Paris, Rome, London c. have all their 
| fine Types from them; as alſo the Characters 
of the Greek and Oriental 'I ongues , He- 
brew, Syriack , Arabick, Perſick, Chineſe, &c. 


They make alſo the beſt Paper. Of late 


we have made great Improvements in this 


Ma- 


* Oftober , 1739. a Coin was found in ſome Rurs In 


| the City of Haerlem, with this Inſcription ; Typograrhia 


hie primum inverta circa ann. 1.459, M. Hautzey , an 
enincnt Medalitt of Amſierdam , has promilid to write 
2 Diſſertation upon it. with which the People of Haarlem 


| ihuuld have reaſon to be ſatisfied. 
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Manufacture. Our Paper is almoſt as white, 
but not ſo well work'd up and ſo perfectly fi- 
nish'd as the Dutch, in conſequence of which 
it is more apt to ſink. 

There is greater, Choice of Aſtronomical , 
Geometrical, and other Mathematical Iuſtru- 
ments in Holland, than any where elſe in the 
World. Pernaps Paris is the next in this res- 
pect: Tho” within theſe twenty Years London 
has carried all theſe Things to great Per- 
fection, with very fine and curious Additions 
of its own , which has been owing to the 
Puins of Mr. Graban, that excellent Mecha- 
nick, and other very ingenious Artizans , who 
have worked under the Direction of our So- 
ciety. Hamburgh has of late made great Ad- 
vances in this Art, and ſerves the Northern 
Nations with thoſe Inſtruments. 

The Dutch are the moſt expert Founders in 
the World, and furnish moſt Countries with 
Ordnance. The German, Spanish, Italian, 
African, and Turkish Troops have their Arms 
principally from Amſterdam ; as alſo their 
Cannon, Mortars, Powder, and Lead. And 
what is more, during the two laſt general 
Wars, Lewis XIV. who thought to carry 
every Art and Manufacture to its higheſt Per- 
fection, and particularly all that appertained to 
the Art Military , was however obliged to 
the Gunſmiths and Founders of Amſterdam, 


the Metropolis of an Enemy, for Arms and 


Ammunition for his Troops. 


The 
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The Fowling-pieces made at Utrecht, are all 
tried before the Magiſtrate , or one deputed 


| by him ; and on their being found ſufficient 
| proof, have a certain Mark ſtampt upon them. 
They are pretty long and light; the Iron and 


Braſs Work handſomely carved, and are ſold 


| for 3 J. a Piece: Such as have much Work- 
manship beſtowed on them, coſt more; but 
they are all equally true, and of proof. 


Our Gunſmiths and Founders have carried 


their reſpective Arts great Lengths. The 


King of Portugal, in Gratitude for our ſend- 
ing a Fleet to defend him againſt the Spani- 


ard, laid out great Sums of Money for Arms. 


As we have a conſiderable Advantage over 


the Dutch in our Mediterranean and Levant 


Paſſes, it were to be wished that our Taxes 
were reduced, or in the mean time that our 


> Workmen would contrive to live lower, and 
work as cheap as the Dutch ; in effect of which 

the whole Trade would fall into our Hands, and 
= we shauld furnish the Armies of the Grand 
Seignior, the Algerines, Tripoli, the Emperour 
of Morocco, and the reſt of the States on the 
African Coaſt, with Arms, Ordnance, Powder, 
= and Lead, of our own Manufacture. 


TheDutchexcell moſt otherNations in dying, 


N eſpecially in their black and blue Colours. Their 
dlack Cloth is like Velvet to the Sight; and is 
capable of a deeper Dye, as the Dutch do not 


Sheer their Cloth ſo cloſe as the English. 
They are expert at making Muſical Inſtry- 
ments, 
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ments, eſpecially Organs; and their Bell- foun. 

ders are famous. | 
Their Muſical Bells or Chimes are ſo ſweet 
and melodious, thut they have been imitated 
with good Succeſs in Flanders, the Empire, and 

amongſt ourſelves. | 

Their Jewellers are at preſent ſo much ex- 
celled by the English, that there is ſcarce any 
Wares but English to be ſeen in their Shops: 
Even the Artizans of Paris in this Way are 
inferior to thoſe of London. Englich Gold 
and Silver Watches are in prime Requeſt, 
and vended all over Europe. The Dutch 
Watch makers do nothing comparable to the 
fine Work of London. At Augriburg in Ger- 
many good Goldſmiths Wares are ſtill made, 
with which that City furnishes the Empire, 
Poland , and almoſt all the North. Bur the 
Wares of Longon are now known in thole 
Countries, and if they could be afforded 
cheaper ( which is only to be done by lower 
in the Price of Workmanship by the Methods 
hinted at above) they would ſoon be prefer- 
red to all others in all the Markets of Eu- 
rope. We have the Advantage of Sea Car- 
riage , which coſts a Trifle not worth men- 
tioning ; whereas the Wares in Augsburg mult 
be carried over vaſt Tracts of Land to moſt 
Parts of Germany, and pay Cuſtom at every 

City and Town they enter. 
The Dutch have very ingenius Potters, as alſo 
Carvers and Sculptors; which every body muſt 
| OWN, 
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own, who has ſeen and conſidered the Work 
in the Inſide ofthe Stathoule of Amſterdam, in 
which a great Felicity of Invention, as well as 
Corre&neſs of Execution , is evident. 

Statuary is cultivated with Succeſs in Holland. 
But Painting and Engraving have attained 
their final Maturity there. One would think it 
hardly poſſible to carry thoſe beautiful Arts to 
a higher of Perfection. 

London and Paris are at this Day, as formerly, 


obliged to Holland for almoſt all their good En- 


gravers. A greater Variety of good Prints are 
no where to be ſeen. Few Books are printed 
there withouta fine Copper Plate for the Fron- 
tiſpiece. The Dutch have ſo great a Taſte and 
Paſſion for good Prints and Cuts, that they do 
not care what Money they * beſtow upon them; 
ſo that many Books are thrown into the Form 


of 

* The Genetality of the Gentry have ſplendid Libra- 
ries, Cabinets of Rarities, and good Collections of Pic- 
tures , Prints, Statues , and Coins. They alſo delight in 
Gardens on their Cazrals, with Pleaſure» houles in 


| them. The Ladies take care to have their Tea-tables, Ca- 
dinets, and even the Walls of their Rooms plentifully 
| embel.ished with China, which laſt Article js perhaps the only 
one wherein the Dutch can be charged with Extravagance, 


The French Nobility expend the greateft Part ot their 


| Incomes in gilt Coaches, numerous Liveries, fine Clothes, 


Gamin:, Aſſemblies, and Balls. The more pious of them 


| are always, ſending Proviſions of all Sorts , Clothes 
Ligaen, Medicines, c. to the Hoſpitals and Convents , 
} amongſt which laſt the Capuchins, who are in great Fſteem 
for their Love of Poverty, and not intermeddling with 
| Other People's Affairs, are not forgot. The French No- 
| bility and Geatry live in Cities, the proper Places for 


making 
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of Folios or Quartos , only for the ſake of 
Ne them with Copper Plates. 

The . are beginning to come into thit 
fine taſte. Hogarth'sBurleſques have been very 
well received for ſeveral Years paſt by a great 
Part of the Nation; and the Heads of the Kings, 
Queens, and moſt eminent Perſonages of Great 
Britainand Ireland, taken from original Paint- 
ings and otherauthentick Monuments, with ad- 
mir able Judgment and Art, shew how agreable 
farther Improvements of that kind would be. 
But hirherto the in geniousEngraverisno where 
in ſo great Eſteem as in the United Provinces. 

The ſame may be ſayd oſthe Painter There 
isnot an ordinary Burgher's Houſe, that isnot 
plentifully furnished with ſuch good Pictures, 
as would adorn the Houſes of the Gentri in 
other Countries. The Dutch excel in every 
art of this noble Art: In Flower, Fruit, and 


Storms, and Shipwrecks ; the Seaſons, and 


particularly the Winter , and the Diverſions 
upon 


making a Figure; and their Houſes in the Country are 
gone to decay. 

The 1:alians employ themſelves in building ſuperb Pa: 
laces, and making Gardens, and adorning them with 
pictutes, Statues, Buſtos, Vaſes, antiqui Coins, Medals, 
and other Rarities. The Germans are charmed with Mu- 
ſzums, as alſo with the Luxuries and Refinement of the 


two laſt metioned Nations. But as for the Britains, they i 


content themſelves with a moderate Share of all theſe 
fine Things, and convenient Houſes in Town and Coun- 
try , with Gardens, Stables, and good Houſe - keeping , 
are What they have moſt at Heart, 


ish-pieces; Inſects, and Flies, which have 
actually deceived Spiders; Ships, the Sea, 
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upon the Ice; Tables ſpread with a Dutch Din- 
is per of Fish, Hung - beef, Butter, Cheeſe, 
ry Capes, other Fruits, and a Glas of Wine; 
at WW burlesque Pieces; as a jovial Company at their 
5, Cups, a Country Wedding, a Quaker's Meet- 
at ing; Night- pieces, in which the have follow- 
nt- ed Baſſin, but are now Models for others to 


d- imitate. None, in my Opinion, have come 
ble up to them in e Some have thought, 
de. that the Dutch Schools have copied Nature and 


the Humours and Foibles of Men with great 
| Succeſs , but that they have failed in the Grand 
and Sublime of Painting. It muſt however 
be owned, that none have exceeded them in 
Battle pieces, and very few in Portraits and 
Juden If their Works have any Fault, it 
is perhaps in their being too much laboured. 
Ihe minuteſt Part of their Paintings is as much 
fished as the principal Figure; whereas other 
Maſters uſually exhauſt their whole Art and 
Genius on the principal Figure, leaving the 


ons reſt neglected and unfinihed. The Dutch Co- 
upon louring in general is very beautiful, and the 
are | 


Painting ſo ſmooth, that it will bear a very 


pa. near View. At the Auctions, which are very 
with numerous here, good Bargains of Books and 
115 Pictures may be picked up, for furnishing a 


Fe! Houſe; or Library. 

bey Holland has produced many eminent Men in 

meſe the Sciences and Languages, as well as in the 

-our-W Arts, No Country has produced ſuch Num- 

Pb Bf bers of able Philoſophers, particularly in the 
L Greek, 
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Greck, Hebrew, Syriac,and Oriental Tongues, 
I do not know, whither the Hague has pro- 
duced any Man of the firſt Rank in the Com- 
monwealth of Letters; but its Neighbourhood 
has. An ERAsMUs of Rotterdam, a GRrorTiv: 
of Delft. and a Botrnaave of Leyden, roma 
Triumvirate not to be excelled perhaps by thre 
Perſons of any other Nations in the World. 
To the firſt the whole Commenwealth of Let. 
ters is indebted for its Re- eſtablishmenr, and 
a new /Era of Glory. Erasmus cut out new 
Canals for the rich Vein of good Senſe, hic 
began to appear in his Time, to flow in. He 
reſcued the Sciences out of the Barbarity and 
Obſcurity, with which the Schools Had ſo long 
involved and debaſed them, and shewed them 
in ſo amiable and ſhining a Light, as brought 
over Princes, Popes, Kings, Emperors, and 
even the School-men themſelves, to love, en- 
courage, and cultivate them. All Ranks, whole 
Nations, rejoiced in the new Light. The Bc 
formations owed its Birth and Advancement to 
his incomparable Writings; and his inimitavle 
Wit and good Senſe did more hurt, and gave: 
deeper Wound, to the See of Rome, than all 
the Edicts of the Proteſtant Powers, or the nu- 
merous Volumes wrote by their Divines. With 
reſpect to his Religion, about which there ha! 
been ſuch long and warm Conteſts between the 
Roman Catholicks and Proteſtant, each chal: 
lenging him for their own, the Character that 
Grotius gives Thuanus , may with no leſs Jul: 
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e neſs be applied to Eraſmus. Grotius uſed to ſay, 
o- chat Thuanus was a Roman Catholick ; but with 
m- thirty Exceptions. Thuanum Pontificium eſe, 
ode cum trigintaexceptienibus. he Dawning of 
123 MW Learningin Engeland particularly is to be dated 
from that great Man's coming over in 1497. 
re when he read Lectures at Cambidpe. Id would 


. not have been too aſſuming, if Eraſmus had 
£t- ¶ made Contry's Motto his own. Lux in tenebris. 
and GaorTivs did honour not only to his! oun- 


cw try, but to human Nature. He was of a good 
nei Family, and firſt Syndick of Rotterdam. 0 
He bodyhitherto has taken upon him to pronounce, 
and whether he was the greater Lawyer, Hiſto- 
007M tian, or Divine, Grammarian , I.inguiſt, or 
em Poce; ſacred and profane Critik, or States man. 
aht His Commentaries on the Holy Scriptures are 
and a Standard to the Learned, and ſo noble, that 
en- thoſe, who have ſince commented on the di- 
cle vine Writings, have only either copied them, 

dor at moſt can only be conſidered as Supple- 
nt to ments from them.TheMisfortunes of the times, 
able and the Party he eſpouſed, occaſioned his being 
ve a ; ſomewhat roughly uſed in his own Country; 
n a but his Exile redounded highly to his Honour, 
nu - by affording him a more ample Theatre to ap- 
Vit pear upon, Whilſt he was in France, he was 
bai conſulted by the moſt learned Men of that Na- 
n the tion, as the Oracle of Science and Letters. 
hal Lewis XIII. and his Court, honoured him high» 
tha; and Chriſtina, that great Queen of Sweden, 
Juſ:-Mainvited him toStockbolm, and ſent him on ſplen- 
ne(Þ L 2 did 
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did Embaſſies to the greateſt Courts of Zurope, 
His Letters, which treut chiefly of Criticiſm 
and the Belles Lettres, and his Poems are highly 
eſteemed by all Men of Senſe. His Treat'ſc 
De jure belli & pacis, and ſacred Commentaries 
were principally compoſed and published a: 
Paris; which perhaps ſubje&ed the incompa- 
rable Author to ſome Reſtrictions. In the firſt 
of thoſe great Works he inclines perhaps more 
in favour of Monarchy , than one would expect 
from a Native of a free Commonwealth: And 
it is certain, that Writers even in limited Mo- 
narchies do not treat the Prerogative of the 
Crown with ſo much Deoency andTenderneſs, 
as Grotius. He shewed the ſame Reſpect to 
the Government of the Church, as to that of 
the State, under which he then lived. In his 
_ Commentaries he had many fair Opportunities 
of displaying his vaſt Erudition an critical Ta- 
lent in Controverſy , which perhaps he would 
not have let ſlip, had he wrote in a Proteſtant 
State. It muſt however be owned, that Grotiur 
was very moderate in Points of Religion. 

Great Men are never alone: Bannisments, 
Priſons, and Deſerts are Places of Exerciſe, and 
as buſy Scenes to them, as any other. Grotius 
wrote the Hiftory of his Country during his 
Confinement in Louveſtein Caſtle. He endea- 
vours to prove“ its Freedom andIndependence 
in all Ages, not excepting the time, when the 
Franks enlarged theirKingdom in thoſe 3 

| | An 
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And indeed there is ſufficient Groundin his Hi- 
ſtory to ſay, that they were rather Allies than 
Subjects to the Romans; but that thy pre- 
ſerved their Liberty after the Declenſion of 


| the Roman Empire, is not ſo clear. But this 


was Grotius's Task, who ſeems to heve un- 
dertaken this Work with the View of Setting 


the Power of the Commenwealth above that 
of its Counts and Statholders, by the laſt of 

whom he conceived himſelf to have been in- 
jured. And thus the ſame Grotius, who at 


one time praiſes the Power of a ſingle Perſon, 
at another deſtroys it: An Inſtance that the 
greateſt of Men are not exempt from Weak- 
neſs and Imperfection. Another Inſtance of 
the like Nature ſome think his attempting a 
little before his Deati to reconcile al Parties 
in Religion. - 

The laſt * Thing which Prof. BoERHAAVvR 


did, in paying his Debt to Nature, effeftually 
convinced the World, that extraordinary Man 
had not carried the Art of Medicine to that 
perfection generally believed, and which all 
Nen deſire. About the Beginning of this Cen- 
# tury the famous PIiTCA1RN, in effect of a 
perfect Knowledge of the new Philoſophy, 
made great Diſcoveries, and gave noble 
Hints, which have been improved, and 
| wrought upon, and wrought up into Syſtems 
by others. The unaccountable Principles and 
} Irregularities of that able Phyſician's Life have 


Li 3 rob- 


* It is ſaid that he miſtook his own Caſe, 
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robbed him in a great meaſure of the Glory 
of his own Diſcoveries. ' His Scholar , and 
I think, Succeſſor at Leyden Proff. Boerhaave, 
built upon his Foundation, and inkerited all 
his Learning, but nothing elſe; for the latter 
was a temperate, religious Man. If his Mo- 
deſty would have permitted him, he might 
have applied the Saying of Dupuy, * Profellor 
at l ouvain, Virtutem publice doceo, tohimfelf, 
Proff. Boerhaave, far from disbelieving, never 
mentioned, the Supreme Being , but with in- 
tent to make his Scholars religious, atthe ſame 
time that he made them knowing and learned; 
and he uſually concluded his Letters (on being 
conſulted) witha shart Prayer, that the Divine 
Bleſſing might attend his Endeavours. 

1 have obſerved in another Place, that the 
Doctor told me, the Phyſiciens of Creat Britain 
made too much uſe of the Bark in the Caſe of 
Agues; but a Medicine, that may be proper 
and ſucceſsful in ſome Climates and Conſtitu- 
tions, may not be ſo in others. Phyſicians of 
different Countries therefore ought to be mode- 
rate in their Cenſures of each other. Both 
Theory and Practice have demonſtrated the 
Bark to be a ſovereign Remedy for many Con- 
ſtitutions in the Iſlands of Great Britain and Ire- 

| land; 


* Duvpuy was Scholar and Succeſſor of Liſius, as 
Profcil-r of Eloquence at Lonvain. His greateſt Care 
was to form the Manners ot his Diſcip'es, and to make 
their Stugies ſubſervient to the Exerciſe of Virtue. In 
one of bis Letters he ſays, Nonnullus etiam het novæ indu- 
firia mea cruciabit, quod ad v irtutem lit.ras transſeram,” 


Of HOLLAND. 247 
and and | have known it to have the ſame 
Effect in ſeveral Parts of the Continent , tho? 
perhaps it is not ſo in all, or moſt Parts of it. 

The Doctor's Rationale of Agues, or intermit- 
ting Fevers , is perſectly new, but ſo ſubtle, 
a3 not be eaſily underſtood ; which may 
juitly be referred to the great Difficulty of ac- 
counting for the ſtated Intermiſſions and Re- 
turns of the Fits, rather than to any Perplexity 
in the Solver, who certainly had as clear an 
Head as any Man living. 

We were all ſurprized to find M. Schultens, 
Profeſior of Hebrew and Oriental Languages, 
intheRoſtrum,to pronounceProftt Boerhaave's 
Funeral Oration. That Office should no doubt 
have been aſſigned to one of his Collegues of 
the Profeſſion, by whom the illuſtrious de- 
ceaſed was both beloved and honoured At 
the ſame time that they had done Juſtice to 
his perſonal Character, they would not have 
failed to have given us an ample Account of 
| his Dilcoveries, his Method of Practice and 
Teaching, and perhaps a good Analylis of the 
immortal Works he has left behind him. The 
| Curators of the Univerſity were thereſore very 
much out in their Choice of the Orator. who, 
if I remember, expreſſed bis own Surprize, 
that they should pitch upon him, as he under- 
odd neither Pharmacy, Botany, Chymiſtry, 
| L GC. 

The Curztors of the Univertity did not make choice 
of Mr, Schulten for this, but Mr. Boerhate himſelfeeiir'd that 


his funeral Oration might be pronurc'd by that illuitrious 
aud leained man, his friend and intimate. 
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&C. nor any Thing in the Doctor's Way. 

He has had no Succeſſor, nor is like to have 
any. Some of the Curators waited upon him 
in his laſt Illneſs, and asked whom he thought 
proper to ſucceed him. He anſwered , that 
he did not think any Succeſſor neceſſary; the 
Univerſity having very able Men at preſent , 
who might divide his Offices amongſt them; 
Which has accordingly been done. 

He ſeemed to have aDeſign to introduce green 
inſtead of dry'd Herbs in the Practice of Me- 
dicine; being of opinion, that there was more 
Virtue in Herbs when they had their Juices in 
them, and were in their Prime, than when de- 
cayed or wither'd. He was a great Admirer 
ot Simples, and did not ſend his Patients much 
to the Apothecaries Shops; ſo that he was no 
leſs an eaſy and pleaſant, than ſucceſsful Phy- 
ſician. Thoſe who would not venture to eat 
an Apple, Cherry, or Goosberry in the Mor- 
ning, or an Hour or two before Dinner, fell 
into ſuch Exceſſes that Way, on the Doctor's 
declaring it not only innocent, but wholſome 
and medicinal, that one or two of them died. 
"The firſt edition of his Chymi/try almoſt in- 
jured his Reputation; but it was ſurreptitious; 
and ſo he informed the Publick It had how- 
ever this good Effect: it obliged the Doctor to 
publish a genuine Treatiſe on that Subject of 
which every Copy is ſubſcribed with his own 
Hand writing. Proff. Boer haave was a very plain 
Man, and dreſſed like a Country Farmer } ſo 
that 
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that his Outſide had nothing to recommend 
him to the Regard of the Publick. He had 
however a good Houſe; but the Room where 
he received hls Patiens at ſtated Hours, was 
bad enough: yet there appeared no Pride nor 
Affection in this Simplicity. He was agreea- 
| ble in Converſation , and had Burman, the Wit 
| of the Univerſity, intirely at Command. He 
had only to fay, Tace, Petre, when the 
| latter overflow'd, and Peter obey'd. He died 
| worth about a Million of Florins, or near 
co, ooo l. which Sum-thoſe , who intereſt 
| themſelves for his Reputation, could have 
| wished leſs by at leaſt one half. But abſolute 
Perfection is not to be found amongſt Men 
the greateſt of them have their Foibles. As 
he was Profe ſſor, he had a Florin, or twenty 


Pence for his Advice. He was charmed with 


the Generoſity of the Engiirh. The other 
$ Phyſicians of the Country have no more than 
| Six-pence a Viſit, ſo that the pooreſt Perſon 
need not want the Aſſiſtance of the greateſt 
Doctor. This is a wiſe and charicable Re- 
gulation of the States, with which the Phy- 
ſicians themſelves are ſatisfied: For as thoſe 
of other Countries are oſten without Em- 
ployment, beipg only called in to viſit the 
rich, theſe have conſtant Buſineſs every Day 
in the Year. Beſides, by this means the ſick 
are much better taken care of, their Phyſi- 
Clan being with them once, and ſometimes 
twice every Day. In other Countries Patients 

L 5 are 
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are not waited upon ſo often; perhaps twice or 
thrice a Week; ſo that they may die in the In- 
tervals, or be very much changed for the worſe 
for Want ofHelp; and they cannot well afford 
to pay for more frequent Vilits. 

The Proff. s Library, which, atleaſt , miz!it 
have been left to the Univerſity, was ſold by 
Auction at Leyden. Some, ho would not take 
upon them to mention ſuch a Legacy to the 
Doctor himſel!, ſounded his Widow and Daught- 
er about making it a Preſent; but they almoſt 
fell into Fits, on only hearing ſuch a Propoſal, 

The United Provinces have produced many 
1 858 Natural Philoſophers. 

he late M. LEUWENHOEK , a Burgher of Delft, 
was viſited by the curious who paſſed thro” that 
City. He made thoſe admirable Microſcopes, 
by the means of which a Multitude of T hings in- 
viſible to the Eye are to be ſeen; ſo that it may be 
queſtioned, wether they gave thoſe who tried 
them, at firſt moſt Aſtonishment or Pleaſure. 

NIEVENTEYT'S Works are tranſlated into 
Englisb. He is a profund and pious Philoſopher, 

SWAMMERDAM deſerves to be conſider'| 
in the ſame Light. His Treatiſe De reſpira- 
tione is not founded on Conjecture and Spe- 
culation , but intirely on his own Experi- 
ments, which be was always ready to shew 
thoſe who viſited him. His fine Collection of 


Inſects brought from different Countries, was 


no leſs entertaining to the curious. 
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GLAUBER Was an Eminent Chymilt, wy 5 
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Laboratory was well worth ſeeing. He was 
alſo of Amſterdam. 


The Illuſtrious Mr. BoyLe, who corres- 
rd ponded with the moſt eminent Philoſophers 

| and other learned Men of Furope, ſays, that 
t Glauber had hit on ſeveral Ways, by which he 
by WW made Gold once, and could not do it again. 
ke WW That great Englisb Philoſopher, Proff. Boer haa- 
he ve, the Duke of Orleans, late Regent of France, 
t- and indeed all the moſt eminent Chymiſts 
oſt W and Naturaliſts of theſe latter Ages ſeem to 
ſal, WW have been firmly perſuaded of the Poſſibility 
ny of the Philoſopher's Stone. Their Grounds 


for this belief are exceedingly rational : For 


e N 


, in che Courſe of various Experiments they have 
hat come very near a perfect Tranſmutation of 
es, | Metal into Gold, and have beſides actually 
in. often tranſmuted other Metals; which ſeems 
be no leſs wonderinl than the other. Theſe 
ied Facts have convinced them, that they can- 
e. not rationally reſuſe their Aﬀent to the Poſſi- 
nato bility of farther Diſcoveries. And Mr. Boyle 
ber, in a Treatiſe intituled , “ Certain Phyſiologi- 
eri cal Eſſays, &c. amongſt a Variety of ſur- 
ira- ¶ prizing Experiments of his own , and of his 
pe- b learned foreign Correſpondents , relates a 
erl- © ſucceisfull one of a Dutch Gentleman, one 


ew Dr. K. A. Perſon, ſays he, exceeding far from 
n O! W the Cuſtom , and, in this Particular, from 
was the Temptation of telling Untruths. 

Ihe greateſt Ornament of Amſterdam, which 
noſe © L 6 City 


* In Q1anto, London , 1661, 
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City has in all Times cherished the Sciences ſo 
much, was the late celebrated Dr. Ruisn. His 
vaſt Collections in Anatomy, and Fcetus's of 
allGrowths, have given wonderſulSatisfaftion; 
and particularly thoſe of Fishes, Flies, and In- 
ſets, of which perfect Draughts have been ta- 
ken under his own Inſpection with ſingular Art, 
and exactly coloured, gilt, Cc after Nature, 

Globes of extraordinary Magnitude , Work- 
manship , and Beauty, are to be ſeen at all 
times in Amſterdam. "That made by F ing- 
bomes was ſeven Feet Diameeter, and valued 
at 1600 l. Sterling. The Braſs Meridian only 
coſt 1001. The Paſte - boards of theſe Globes 
are exquilitely well painted, The two Globes 
lately made by M. MUs$SCHENBROEK, under 
the Direct ion of his Brother the Proſeſſor, are 
a great Curioſity. It is a pity they are not lar. 
ger: for Machines of this kind made to she 
the Motions of the Planets, or the Solar Sys: 
tem , cannot be too large. Globes reſemble 
Maps, which often ,thro' the Smallneſs of tre 
Scale, give very imperfect Notions of the 
Countries they are intended to repreſent. The 
Dutch in particular, one would think , should 


make large Globes in order to have the Spot | 


they inhabit viſible to them. 
Formerly two Globes ſtood in one of the 


Chambers of the State, in order, I ſuppoſe; tor 


the Deputies to conſult thera occaſionally for 


the Longitudes, Latitudes, Bearings, Diſtance, 
Courſe, &c. of Seas, Coaſts, and Countries. 
For 
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For what other Uſe they could have, I know 
not: The Republick deſires only to preſerve 
what she has; and I dare ſay, not one of 
their High Mightineſſes ever regretted the 


narrow Extent of their Territory. 


The Republick has not wanted able His- 


| torians. BRAND 's Hiſtory of the Reformation 
© of the Low Countries is a Piece ſo much ad- 
* mired , that one of the Penſionaries uſed to 
ſay, the DutchLanguage deſerved tobe learned 
by Foreigners, if it were only ſor the Pleaſure 
of reading that Hiſtorian. 


Mr. van Loo has published a large Work, and 


Mr. MiERTS, a Painter of Leyden, another, on the 
Metallick Hiſtory ofthe Republick. Fan Loon's 
is a very 
French, but brought it down no lower than 
King Nilliam. Some Medals have eſcaped 
Loon, notwithſtanding his Enquiries; but we 
shall not ſupply that Defect. Perhaps he did 
= not think them of a Nature to be published. 


noble Fiece. BizorT bad done one in 


Bizot was of the Academy of Sciences at Paris, 
and therefore could not do Juſtice to his Subject, 


© eſpecially, at the Time he compoſed his Work. 


Mr, BYNKERSHOEK, Whom we have had 


| freqent Occaſion to mention, is the moſt 


eminent political Writer of the Republick. 
* He was born at Middelburg in 1673. had 
bis Education at the Univerſity of Franeker, 
| wnere he ſtudied Divinity, but afterwards 
took to the Law. The States of Zeeland 
© conferred the Dignity of Counſellour of the 


L 7 Great 
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Great Council upon him, and he is at pre- 
ſent Preſident of the Sovereign Court of Hol. 
land, Neſt Frieſland and Zeeland. 

It is not ſurprizing , that the English have 
had no Metallick Hiſtory. As they do not 
affect ſtriking Medals ſo much as ſome of their 
Neighbours, an Hiſtory of that kind would 
make but a poor Figure amongſt them: And 
indeed they ſeem to deſpiſe theſe Things. 

Mr. van MEERTEREN and AITZEMA are two di- 
ſtinguiched Hiſtorians and political Writers 
of the Commonwealth, and both write in 
Dutch. Aitzema was a Knight of Frie/land, 
and Reſident at the Hague for the Hauſe Towns, 
He is a candid and exact Writer. 

We shall not touch upon the Hiſtorians of 
older Date, and ſuch as wrote in Latin, becauſe 


that would carry us too far: For the ſame Rea 


ſon we paſs over the numerous Grammarians of E. 


and Commentators upon the Claſſicks. 


The Dutch are believed to have the able 
Civilians in Europe; and it is certain, tha 
there is no Univerſity in Xurope , where th 
Civil Law is taught with ſo macht Dignity 
as at Leyden and Utrecht. VIxNIus and Yorr 
the firſt in particular upon the Inſtitutes, and 
the latter on the Pandects, are, I think, the 
Standards of that Law. It is a pity the Gene 


rality of their Law Writers are ſo proliv 
What has been long objected to theGentlemer 
of the Bar in general, may be well applied to 


them: They over, whelm us wich a Delugg 
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of Words, and make us loſe Sight ofthe main 
Point by the Multiplicity with which they 
furround 1 | 

But perhays the ſame Imputation will lie 


with full as mach Reaſon againſt the Duich 
| Divines, the Prolizity of whoſe Writings there 
is no Degree of Patience capable of ſupport- 
ing. They will write a Volume of a good 
Size on a Hebrew Word, and another, by 
| way of Supplement, on the Pronunciation of 
that Word; ſo that the Reader is amazed 
to ſee ſo ſmall a metter ſwell ro ſo huge a 
Bulk. 
far againſt ſy worthy a Body of Men. It is 
certain, that if a profound Knowledge of the 
Originals of the Bible, and other learned Lan- 
e guages; if being well read in the beſt Com- 
mentators and ſacred Criticks, a good Taſte 
of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 


would not however urge this too 


and Controverſies, 
joined with a laborious Diſcharge of the paſ- 


toral Function, be eſſential Qualities in form- 
ing good Clergymen, there are few Churches 


the in the World better provided with able Mi- 


nity niſter than that of Holland. 
Orr 
and The Belgick Bards however fing in higher 


the] Keys than moſt others. They will throw you 


off Latin, Greek , ad Hebrew Verſes as faſt 


Poets are as numerous here as elſewhere, 


a3 one can count Peas. Barleus, Francius, 


and Boudius are much eſteemed. The Latin 
Stile of the laſt is admirable : and indeed few 


of the Dutch Writers are defective in that 


Point, 
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Point, when they treat Subjects that rte cz. 
pable ot Stile. Modern Topicks are not 
ſuſceptible of any great Purity of Language, 
from the many thouſend things, and Words 
in conſequence, that have been introduced 
ſince the time of Cz/ar and Tully. 

The favourite modern Writer of the Latin 
here, and amongſt other learned Nations, is 
Bucnanan, who is the only Author perhaps 
of the Moderns, whoſe Works, whether in 
Proſe or Verſe, come up to the Purity of the 
Auguſtan Age. 

The extreme Difficulty of excelling in a 
dead Language has made this diſcerning People 
begin to deſiſt from exerciſing their Yout! 
in compoſing Latin Verſes , being deiirous 
that they should be taught rether to ſpeak 
goed Senſe in Proſe, than Nonſenſe in Verſe. 
The Studies of Logick and Rhetorick are 
now preferred; by which yong Perſons are 


taught to reaſon juſtly, and to expreſs chem: 


ſelvs well in Publick. By this Inſtitution they 
propoſe to render their Children uſe:ul and 
ornamental to their Country. 

This is not becauſe goed Poets have not 
due Regard paid them here. "The great Pen. 
ſionary Catts, who wrote in, and improved, 
his own Language, deſerves all the Praifes ti: 
Countrymen have beſtowed upon him. Cor- 
rect, copious, affecting; and for his Delicacy, 
and the Harmony of his Verſes, he is jul! 
enough ſtiled the Dutch Ovid. 
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VAN DER Gos was a Poet of a rich and 


100 ſublime Genius His Poem on the F, a ſmall 
55, River that flows into Am/terdam. and fills the 
ds Canals of that great City, is a very noble l iece. 


After what this Bard has ſung on the 7; and 
Denham on the Thames, thoſe Rivers need 
not envy the Tiber his Poets. 

The Tragick Writers of the Dutch have hi- 
| therto been wretched ; not that they want In- 
vention, or do not make a proper Choice of 
Subjects for their Pieces; but they have no 
Correctueſs, and have neglected to conſult 
| Ariſiotle and the French Criticks , from the 
Study of whom, as well as the Strength of 
her own Genius before, the Englisch Muſe has 
produced a Set of the nobleſt Dramatick Pieces 
in Being. The Genius of the Dutch labours 
under a double Unhappineſs in this reſpect: 
It is as incapable of acting, as writing, Tra- 
| cedies. But they make ſome amends for 

this Defect in Comedy, which they act to 
hey tde Life; provided however that the Sen- 
uments and Lines are ſomewhat rough, and 
not over fine ſpun. Don Quixote and the 


not Windmills is a favourite Piece. A Play is 
pen no Play to them, if it does not excite con- 
ved, tinual Laugbter. For which reaſon the deli- 
S bis cate Moliere is not of the Number of the 


Cor Writers they tranſlate for the 'Theatres. The 
2ACY, [noble Simplicity of Corneille has alſo excluded 


ult!y that great Tragick Poet. The Dutch may 
however plead tor themſelves their ſedentary 
| Life, 


V avi 
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Life, and cloſe Application to Buſineſs during 
the whole Day , which require , that their 
Diverſions should be very lively, and not 
oblige them to any great Attentian of Min, 
which they go to the Theatre to unbend, 
and not to continue upon the Stretch. They 
do not condemn thoſe, who conſider the Thea- 
tre as a School of Morality, the Number ot 
whom perhaps is not great; but they think 
the Pulpits want no ſuch Supplement, from 
whence every Week the beſt Leſſons are 
gived with ſacred Authority , and without 
any corrupt Mixture. 

One M. Rordaxs has compoſed an Epict 
Poem on King Pilliam. Thoſe who have 

aruſed it. affirm, that the Poet is equal to 
is Subject; in which they give a great Idea 
of his Performance. 

But the Bard, who at preſent entertains the 
Publick moſt, is one Poors, a plain Peaſant, 
who live near Delft. He has had no Edu- 
cation, little or no Reading, and underitan:' 
no Language but his own ; ſo that it may be 
truly ſaid of him, what muſt be the diſtin 
guishing Characteriſtict of all Poets, that he 
was born one. Thus Greece ot old hand its 
Homer, Heſiod, &c. France its Racan, England 
its Shakeſpear, and Scotland its Ramſay. 

It will not be amaſs to ſay ſomething here 
upon the Dutch Language, eſpecially to re- 
move a national Error, or rather Prejudice,“ 
entertained againſt it. Fr p 

il 
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he Britisch Nation are very apt to cen- 

ſure and deride that Language, without 
knowing, or at leaſt conſidering, that the Lan- 
guage themlelvs ſpeak, is no other than the 
Low Dutch, If we have ſoftened a few of 
the Dutch terms, by the Refinement of our 
own, and naturalizing Aboudance trom the 


| Latin and French, the Difference is not ſo 


great however, as to make us loſe Sight in- 


| tirely of that upon which it is founded, and 
which is certainly our Mother Tongue. To 
convince the Reader of this, we have only to 
give àa Specimen of the Low Dutch and English 
together, for which the following may ſerve. 


y bebbe geſien een We have ſeen a 


| Schip op de Zee dauer in Ship upon theSeawhe- 
8 waare tien Mannen en ſee- 
ven kinderen. 
onder volle Syl, de Wind 
8 was geed ; de Son ſc been 
Uaar op het Water. De- 


re in was ten Men and 
ſeven Children. It was 
under full Sail ; the 
Wind was good; the 
Sun shined clear upon 


Het was 


7 Mannen werjogte ons the Water. 'l heſe Men 
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in het Schip te komen, invited us to come into 
ende tracteerde ons nel. | theSbip. and treated us 
vittende op het Deck, vy well. Sitting upon the 
badds Mujyc . en dronken Deck, we bad Muſick, 
een Glas goede Wyn, | and dronk a Glaſs of 
Brandewyn , en Bier. good Wine, Brandy, or 
y wwille geen Water | Beer, We would not 
drin- drink 
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; er, when we 
. 95 Fol be ie CC, 
6 _ We eat Sallad , green 
Wy aten Salade , groen 14 15 Por 125 
510 4 N Fish, Flish, whitc Bread 
"I ] ter all 
en Boter. Acbter = _ 8 wt 
_ 1 ra de mould 5 In the Cham. 
ocolade. 2 
was een Tufel, Vuur, CO oe A — 
en twee Beddens , waar | a hb Re wo 
in wy /iiepen. Wy bebben ig ark rs Ne 
and ry 272 : Ca my 4 we ſet Voot on 
9 = E 42 Land. Engeland 
gelſche Land. Engelan 2 2 
it een groot KRoninkryk : "t Hl rr 
—_ RS 2 | Wheat the Nation 
. s rich, & ſtrong. The 
ryt en ſterck. De Koo- | $4 F 4 3 
3 bas eo Sons, and five 
x . os” og Bag: Daughters. He is named 
* ters. has 
= 1 e de II. 5. 22 oh Ebay you 
Kooningin is Ha 215 " Ns e 
re tent agt Milioen Men- 25 A ye 
ſeben in Engeland, en ſe- "gl „„ 
ven bondert duyſent in hun ” 
* Londen zwee bondert _ a 8 
an vyftis duyſent in| and fifty * 


Spel 
* Modern Writers have departed from _y, moo . 
ling of Esglan ! and London; ſo that, it is 5 


the original VU! 
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Amſterdam, en vwvigf | Amſterdam , and five 
bonderd , of op bet mee- | hundred , or upon the 
ſte, ſes bondert duy-, moſt , fix hundred 


thouſand in Paris. Lon- 
don is the grœateſt Place 
in the World. Is it not 
niet wonderlijk, dat de! wonderful, that the 
| cerſtandig/le Engelſche | underitanding English 
| /oude niet wel kennen | Should not know their 
laar Yoorvaders of Moe | Forefathers, or Mother 
aer Taal , en bet Land Tongue, and the Land 
S waar uit /) voort ſyn | whereout they came? 
getoomen? De Engelſche } The Englizh and the 


ſent in Parys. Lon- 
den is de grooiſte Plaats 


£ 
en e Nederlanders /yn , Netber or Low Dutch 
bet ſelfde Volk en de (are) the ſame Folk 


| 


ſelſde Natie. and ſame Nation. 


. * * . 

The Conſideration of this Affinity, or rather 
, Same- 
thography. And indeed our Antiquaries in doubtiful 


& Caizs Cannot do better than to have recourſe to the 
| Dich, The learned Selman would perheps have been 
more clear and correct in th: Denvations of a great 
| Number of modern Englich Words, had he traced them 
firſt trom the Low Durch, and the Low Dutch, from the 
Sexon or German, Which are now the lame I shall only 
add, that this Language is very expreſiive, and {o proper 
for Philoſophical Subjects, that an eminent Profeſſor of 
LUrecht, and now preſent Profeſſor of Leyden , has lately 
Wote a compleat Treatiſe of Fhyſick in it. This cannot 
ſurprize thoſe, who conſider, that this Language abounds 
g with Compounds, a Property which renders the Greek 
& Tougue the ' moſt comprehenfive in the World. it is 
ue the Author is ſometimes obliged to invent Terms: 
But as long as Men have the Privilege to invent Things, 
ſo long muſt thy be allowed alſo to invent Names, by 
which to expreſs them, 
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Samene('s of Language. probably gave the in. 
geninus Mr. Howell Occaſion to ſay. „ Thot 
„ takeand Englichman cap a pied, from Hes! 
„ tO Foot, every Member he hath is Dutch., 
An in reality England was not peopled directly 
from Saxony, nor the ſmal Diſtrik of it called 
Engeland. Some of our beſt Writers on the 
Head perhaps expreſs themſelves with Am. 
biguity , and nor with the Exactneſs that mig 
be expected from them. 

The p<opling of England with the ſe foreion 
Colonies was undoubtedly in this Manner, 
Numbers of the Saxon includingthe Peop!e 


of Engeland came down from the North ot 


Germany at different times into the Lot Conn. 
tries, and particularly Holland and Zeeland, 
upon which they border'd. After having made 
ſome Settlements, and continued in them for 
ſome time, they palled over into the South 
Part of Britain, with a Mixture, no doubt, 
of the Natives of the Provinces from whence 
they ſet out, the Sea being narrow there. 
During their Abode in thoſe Proviuces, them- 
ſelves and their Children inſenſibly fell into 
the Low Dutch Dialect (which indeed did not 
eſſentially differ from their own )and brought 
it over with them. They however ſtill re- 
tained the Names of their Nation and Diſtrict, 
thoſe of Saxons and Engles. The firſt in Pro- 
ceſs of time h:d the good Fortune to parcel 
the Country out into ſeven diſtinct Saxon 
Kingdoms; and the latter, tho' no very con- 
- fidera- 


{det 
Hor 
unde 
the \ 
and 
to b 
Si 
Saæ 
| Fries 
E Prov 
the e 
s and. 
K m 
two 
that! 
_ early 
Th 
Dute 
Day 
Hg 
N Mott 
| 8 25 Ge 
of w 
amon 
upon 
: ſettle 
at len 
they 
guage 
whon 


was 0 


Engli, 


Of HOLL AN D. 263 


in- {derable Part of their own Country, had the 
hat Honour co unite choſe Kingdoms into one 
vonder HEN, one of their Deſcendants, about 
. „be Year dco. He was the firſt ſole Monarch, 
ily Wl and by and Edict ordered the whole Kingdom 
led to be called Engeland. 
the Si- William Jem pie ſays, that Part of the 
m. Sexons, who cornquer'd England, came from 
ga Friesland, which is very probable. as that 
Province lies nearer Saxory, than either of 
ion the other two Maritime Provinces, Holland 
1er, and Zeeland. But as the Paſſage into England 
dle is much ncarer from the Coaſts of the laſt 
of W two Provinces, we may reaſonably believe, 
un that the people choſe the shorteſt Cut in thoſe 
4, catly times of Navigation. 


ade WW Thus the Reaſon is manifeſt, why the Low 
for er properly 'o called, is ſpeken at this 
uth Day in England preferably to the Saxon, the 


it, Fx ob Dutch or German, 'l he German 1s the 
nce | Mother Tongue, but had as many Dialects, 
erc. s Germany had different Nations, or People, 
em- Nor which the Saxons and Low Dutch were 
imo | amongſt the moſt conſiderable, and border'd 
not {Wupon each other. And the former having 
1ght N ſettled for ſome time amongſt the latter, and 
re- {Wat length ſet out from their Coaſts for England, 
rict, Mikey carried thiter along with them the Lan- 
Pro- guage, or rather Dialect of the People amongſt 
rcel whom they had last inhabited As the Saxon 
ron Was only a Diale& of the German, ſo the 
con- MEnglich was no more than a Sub-diale& of 
lera- the 
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the Saxon. Some Learned Men indeed have 
pretended to make Deſtinctions between the 
old Englich Words, and the Saxon; but there 
muſt be more of Conjecture than Certainty 
in them. In the Colony of Georgia, and the 
other Settlements in America, it will be very 
difficult, ſeven or eight hundred Years hence, 
to aſſign to each Perſon, from his Language, 
the particular County of Old England, from 
which his Anceſtors came. As Saxony wes 
anciently of great Extent, there is reaſon. to 
believe, that Engeland bore no greater Pro- 
portion to it, than perhaps one County of 
England bears to the whole. 
I come now to ſpeak of the Dutch Coin. 
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Of the Dore Coin. 


x muſt obſerve in general, that all 

W foreign Species go at a very low Rate 
in Holland. The English, Spaniards, and French 
have reaſon not to be pleaſed with this; for 
they are obliged to ex _ their pure Gold 
and Silver for the Dutch baſe Metal, and that 
at a conſiderable Diſcount. For inſtance, we 
loſe 4 d. in a Crown, 2 d. in half a Crown, 
and 1 d. in a Shilling. On theſe Terms we 
have no occaſion to carry over any Coin but 
our own, which is as well known and as cur- 
rent in Holland as the Dutch. Moſt other 
foreign Species, and eſpecially Gold, is not 
received till it is firſt ſent tothe Lombard Hor: ſe 
to be weighed, in which Caſe one is ſure to be 
2 Loſer. 
Ilt is no hard Matter to underſtand the Cur- 
rent Coin of Holland. | 
The Duit is a Copper Coin, almoſt as large 
as our Farthing: eight of them go for a Stiver. 
The Silver Coin is a Stiver, or Penny, like 
our ſmall Silver Penny's. It has a Bundle of ſeven 
Rods bound together on one Side and the 
Name of the reſpective Province on the Re- 
vrerſe; as Hollandia, Zelandia, Geldria, &c. Ihe 
Princes and Free Cities of the Rhine have re- 
fcoined their Penny's in 1738. the Dutch did 
the ſame the Year following. 


; M | Two 
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Two Stivers make a Dubleb'y.This is reckon. 
ed the pureſt Coin the Dutch have, tho' in my 
Opinion it is not be bragg'd of. 

The S?2ſtebalf anſwers to our Sixpence , but 
is however much larger, tho'neverthe better 
for that. It goes for five Stivers and a half. 

The Goope SKELLING is worth fix St. 
vers ,andis diſtinguished from the former 'iece 
only by the Bundle of Rods, which being re- 
preſented ſmall, are miſtaken for a Star. On 
the one Side is a Champion on Horſeback « 
full Speed, with this Legend, Vigilate & orat: 
The Reverſe is the Arms of the paiticular Pro- 
vince where coined. | 

The Gilder or Florin is the Piece beſt known, 
The German HForin is worth two of them. Ti: 
Dutch reckon Sums by them , as we do by 
Pounds, and the French by Livres; tho' neither 
we nor the French have any particular Species 
for theſe two laſt Sums The Gilder is twenty 
Stivers. On one Side is the Figure of a Mw 
a l ant ique, leaning upon the Bible with his Lei: 
Hand, and holding a Spear with his Right. 
On the Exerpne ofthe Book are * theſe Word 
Hac nitimur, and on that of the Spear, Hanf 

1 five 


It is not eaſy to reconcile the Propriety of tl! No 
Legend as they are placed upon the Coin, I have fer other 
tie lame Stamp on a German Piece of Money, with the: 
apter Words, Quo jus & gloria docunt. Upon ſome excee 
their old Coins the Dutch had thele Words, Imtiru filing 
maris eft terre Dominus. But this lofty Motto was 10088 The, 


changed for leſs offenfive ones, 
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o. uemur. The Senſe would be more perfect, 
my it the two laſt Words were made to refer to 
the Bible, and the firſt to the defenſive Wea- 
but WW pon. I have ſometimes ſuſpected that theſe 
ttet Mottos were miſpliced ; but that cannot well 
f. be ſuppoſed of a Thing ot this Nature, ſo 
Sti- that it is more probable that I may err in re- 
ece ſpect to the Coin. On the Reverſe is a Lion 
re: rampant, holding a Sword in one Hand, and 
On the Bundle of Rods in the other, as if ready 
* to ſtrike ſuch as should offer to unbind the 
"ai: Rods. When extraordinary Exactneſs is not 
bro: neceſſary, 10 Gilders are commonly reckoned 
WH asa Pound Sterling, 100as 10 J. icoo as oo. 
WI. 1,000,0c0 as 109,000 , and ſo on The Dutch 
Tie ſometimes reckon by Tons of Gold. A Ton 
o by {Wt is 100,c00 Gilders, or 10,000 l. 
ither There are ſeveral other Silver Pieces current 
eciei in Holland, of which ſome are worn fo bare, 
ent that the Dutch themſelves are ſometimes at à 
Muß Loſs to know them. Two and three Gihber 
Lei Pieces are very common;but the Dollars, which 
Light. go for 30 Stivers, are more common. 
ord The only Gold Coin the Dutch have of 
Hau theirown , is the Ducat: it is worth five Gildcrs 
five Stivers, and anſwers to our Half Guinca 
only our half guinea is 10 ſ. more in value. 
None of the Dutch Coin, and little of 
other Countries is milied . ſo that it is both 
exceedingly disfiguredand diminisbed, not by 
filing , but large Picces clipt off the Sides. 
Theſe and many other of the like Practices are 
M 2 | laid 
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laid to the Charge of the Jewes or Smouces, 1; 
they are called by way of Contempt : But 
perhaps there are many Smouces of this kind, 
that neither wear the Beard, nor frequent the 
Synagogue. 

We have ſaid above that our Schilling paſſes 
for eleven Strivers, our Half Crown for 28, 
our Crown for 56, and our Guinea commonly 
for 11 Gilders, II Stivers. 
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Crnare. VII. 


Nxz1GHBOURHOOD of the Hague. 


Tas fine Place is ſurrounded on all Sides 


with delightful Walks, Villages, Pallaces, 


and every Thing elſe moſt beautiful in Art or 
Nature, to a particular Deſcription of which 
we now proced. Whe shall begin with Sche- 
veling, a Place "uſually firſt viſited by the cu- 
8 rious T raveller, not ſo much on its own Ac- 
count, as on that of the celebrated Road that 
eads to it, and the Proſpect of the Sea. 


M 3 Niage 
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EPEBERSEEEPIBEDEDED C1) 
Village of , SCAR VELING. 


F Xe Road that leads to it is a low, ſtraight, 
paved Walk, cut thro' the Downs or 
T ndy Hills at infinite Expence. It is adorned 
on each Side with double Rows of Trees, in- 
rerſperſed with Yews cut in Pyramids. Sir 
William Temple admired the cutting of this 
Road ſo much, that he ſaid it was a Work 
worthy of the ancient Romans : But this Com- 
pliment is ſtrained and hyperbolical; for the 
Roads or Cauſeways of the Romans were vaſt 
and ſtupendous Works, of many hundred Miles 
inExtent from one End of aCountry to another, 
Ihe Scheveling Way is however very pretty. 

The Way thither is by the Scheveling Gate, 
or Draw-bridge, where Waggons Chaiſes, or 
Coaches are always to be hired at a few Mi- 
nutes Warning; but they do not deſerve the 
Pleaſure of ſo charming a Walk, that could 
have ſo wretched a Taſte, as to go to Schr 
veling in any of thoſe Carriages. 

About a Quarter of a Mile from this Gate ii 
the fine one that opens into the Road, at which 
all Paſſengers, except the Fishermen of Scyr- 
veling, pay a ſmall * Tax, towards keeping 
the Way in repair. Between the two Gates it 
a lictle running Rivulet, that makes a mur- 


. muring 
This Tax amounts te about 4000 Gilders, or 400 
a Year, 
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muring Noiſe; a Thing, which would not be 
regarded in other Countries, but in this is a 
great Rarity. On the left hand are two hard- 
ſome Houſes. The firſt has goodPainting in Fres- 
co, and ſeveral moral Mottos upon it. The other 
is juſt at the Gate, and is at preſent inhabited 
by Count Goleſkin , the Ruſſian Ambaſſadour. 

On entering the Walk, the Steeple of Scheve- 
ling Church is ſeen at the farther Knd. Ina very 
hot Summer's Day coming out ofthe Sun, one is 
s cool here as in a Grotto, or 8hady Apartment. 

About half a Mile onthe left Handtlies Poxr- 
| LaND's GFARDENS “, to which a short Avenue 
leads, and they are well worth being ſeen, 
which may be done by giving the Keeper 2 
{ Trifle. There is no Houſe here except the 
| Gardener's, What is moſt remarkable to be 
ſeen, or rather felt, is a thick Dew, that riſes 
out of the Ground, but to no great Height 
before it falls again, every Time theſe Gardens 
| are viſited. There is a Seat here, where King 
Nilliam and Queen Mary uſed to reſt them- 
lelves, when they took a Walk without At- 
tendants inthe Gardens. The Stranger may if 
ne pleaſes do the ſame without forfeiting any 
Thing to the Keeper, as thoſe who unwarily 
ſit in the CoronationChair in We/tmunſter Abacy 
| are made to do. As the Phenomenon of the 
Dew never fails to happen, theStranger before 
de goes thither , may dreſs accordingly. 

l here is a very good Orangery in this Gar- 
1 M 4 den, 
Sorghvlict. 
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den, the Fruit of which, at leaſt for its Colour, 
is not inferiour to that of Spain; tho' they fall 
very short ot them in Ripeneſs and Taſte. It 
were an Experiment worth making perhapsto 
tranſport a few of theſe Oranges in a Ship, in 
order to know whetherthe Sea Air would not 
do that which the Sun refuſes. The Dutch 
Oranges here are very little inferior in Bignefs 
to thoſe of Spain or Portugal. 
On the oppoſite Side of the Road amongſt 
the Downs ſtands the Scheveling Gibbet, which 
we only mention to shew , that this Village 
was formerly a conſiderable Town, of large 
Jurisdiction, and Privilidges , before the Sea 
broke in, and made ſuch a Wreck ol it. 
This Way is exactly two English Miles, or 
about three Quarters of a French Leage in 
Length. There is a large round or oval Open- 
ing in the middle, from whence Scheveling 
Steeple ſtrikes the Eye in a bolder Manner, 
Thereare ſome Seats and high Benches, upon 
which the Fishermen of Scheveling reſt their 
Bardens, as they bring their Fish to the Hague. 
he Village conliſts of one pretty Street, 
with the Church at the farther End of it. The 
Houſes, tho' little ,are ſo neat, that one would 
ſcarce take them to be inhabiced by Fishermen, 
The largeſt of them ſtands on the Downs, and 
has a Proſpect to the Sea. It was formerly an 
Inn, but is now empty; which should teach 
all the Innkeepers of the Country to make rea- 


ſonable Bills, The man that kept it laſt, RET 
c 


Of HOLL AND. 273 


He treſpaſs'd grievouſly upon the Stranger's 
Pocket, and in conſequence came to nothing 
unlamented after having made his Rapacious- 
neſs ſufficiently known, to keep every body 
from his Houſe. 

From a very old Plan of the Hague, and 
the adjacent Country, which was to be ſeen in 
the Stathouſe there, but is lately taken do vn, 
I know not why, it appears, that the Church 
of Scheveling ſtood in the middle of the Village. 
By a later Plan now before me, but without 
Date, only it appears to have been taken before 
the Road was made, and when the Hague was 
one third leſs than it is now, there were above 
half as many Houſes between the Churck and 
the Sea, as between the Church and the Road. 
The Churchis now almoſt the fartheſt Building 
towards the Sea. The Dutch Hiſtorians do not 
mention the preciſe Times, when the Inun- 
dation , * which have deſtroyed ſo much of 
this famous Village, happen'd; at leaſt I do 
not remember to have met with any ſuch Ac- 
count in my reading. I may perhaps have over- 
look'd it; becauſe Plans, tho' not Maps, are, 
for ought that appears tothe contrary, of mo- 
dern Invention, and have not been known 
| above two or three hundred Years. Dering 

at 


In the Year 1574. the Ses broke in, and carried 
| aWay 121 Houſes, as is to be ſcen upon a Table in the 
Church. But when the other Inundation happen d. I 
| do not find. — | 
Ms 
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that Period this Country bas not wanted many 
exact Hiſtorians, both Natives and Foreigners, 
Theſe Inundations muſt therefore have hap- 
pen'd within that Time, or two Plans juſt 
mentioned muſt have been wrong taken. 
The Spires of this Church, and that of 
Graveſande and Monſter three Leagues to the 
South, which are large, tho' neither of them 
very lofty, they ſerve for Land marks to Veſſels 
at Sea. Yet the whole Coaſt of the Province 
of Holland is vere low, that theſe Spires are 
ſeldomdiſcernible above three or four Leagues 
off at Sea; ſo that in hazy or thick Weather 
it is a dangerous Coaſt. The Coaſt of Flas. 
ders is not much better, being alſo a Flat. 
On the contrary, the British Coaſt is bold and 
deep, and Ships of the greateſt Burthen need 
not fear to approach it, and to fail almonſt 
near enough for thoſe on board to be beard 
when they ſpeak loud upon the Land. The 
Charity of the Dutch is ſo univerſal, that many 
even of their Villages have Alms-houſes : 
There is a neat one here for old Men. 
During the fine Seaſon, there is à great Con- 
courſe of People, ſome in Couches, ſome on 
Horſeback ( which is an uncommon Sight in 
Holland) and others on Foot, to ſee the Fisher- 
boats out at Sea, and diverting themſelves , 
ſome one Way, and ſome another, on the 
Sands. And indeed there is not a pleaſanter, or i 
more refreshing Place any where for Coaches, 
Chaiſes, or People on Foot, than theſe Sands, 
elpecial- 
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* eſpecially when the Sea is out. Bathing in the 
0 Salt water of Scha veling has been thought un- 
. commonly wholſome and medicinal: But the 
un Seawater here has more Virtue than in other 
Places. 
Fin Beſides its Neighbourhood to the Hague, 
he there are two or three other Things, which 
Ty have render'd this Village famous. and occalio- 


ned it to be . rg mentioned in Hiſtory. 
ce In 1672 the Dutch were ſaved here by an 
extraordinary Providence, ata lime when no- 
# thing but the Intervention of Providence could 
| have preſerved them, In that memorable Year, 
when ſ. wis XIV. came down upon thisCoun- 
try like a Land Flood or Torrent, he propo- 
ſed, at the ſame time he should enter the Pro- 


_ | vince of Holland by Land, that bis Fleet, in 
a Conjunction with that of Great Britain, Should 
he make a Deſcent on the Side of the Hague by 


Sena. When the united Fleets came up within 
© Sight of Scheveling , and were preparing to 
land, the Tide changed its uſual Courſe, and 
ſtopt for ſeveral Hours, tho' very regular at 


* other Times , to the great Amazement of the 
on Inbabitants ; and next Morning the French 
er. and Engl Fleets were diſperſed by a Storm, 
BW and de Ruyter came up. 


the Some, who hate the very Name of a Mi- 

o racle (tho' in Reality, without perceiving it, 

„e, they ſappoſe the 42805 of all Miracles, that 

0, , che rying up of the Hands of the Almighty 

a . from ru:iog and — Events on extraor- 

14. — 
; 


276 THE PRESENT STATE 
dinary Occaſions and Emergencies in this 
lower World according to his Will) ſome, 
I ſay, of theſe, who hate Miracles, and will 
admit of none here, pretend, that this Event 
happened at a great Ebb: but even admitting 
that, this very Ebb was an * extraordinary 
Providence, as the terribie Deſcent, which 
muſt have terminated in the Deſtruction 8 
the 


* Many Writers of unqueſtionable Veracity might be 
produced to confirm the Truth of this Fact; but as it 
happen'd in a manner only yeſterday , we need go no 
farther for the Certainty of it, than gevera] Tradition 
and verbal Information, which any inquifitive reaſonable 
Perſon may hav: from almoſt every body at the Hague, 
and in the Country. However | shall add the Words of 
an eminert Writer of our own , who was at the Hague 
but thee Years after it happes'd. „ There was one er- 
„ traordinary Thing that happened near the Hague that 
„ Summer in (1672) | had it from many Eyewitnelles, 
„ and no doubt but the Truth of it was, and is affirmd at 
„the Hague, Soon aſter the Englich Fleet had refitted 
„ themiclves , they appcared in Sight of Scheveling, 
„ making up to the Shore. The Tide turned; but they 
„ reckoned that with the next Flood they would cer- 
2» tainly land the Forces that were on board, where they 
„ were like to meet with no Reſiſtance. The States 
»» {ſent to the Prince tor ſome Regiments to hinder the 
» Deſcent, He could not ſpare many Men, having the 
„ Frensh near him. So between the two, the Country 
„ Was given for lo't , unlcſ; de Ruyter should quickly 
„come up. The Flood returned, which the People 
» thought was to end in their Ruin. But to all their 
» Amazement, after it had flowed two or three Hours, 
»» an Ebb of many Hours ſucceeded, which carried the 
„ Fleet again to Sea; and before that was ſpent, de Ray: 
„ ter come in view. This thev reckon'd a Miracle wrougbt 
, for their Preſcrvation “. Bib Burnet's History of ki 
Fon Tim's, Ben Il. | : 
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the Republick, was to happen punctually at 
that and no other Time. But that this Re- 
trogradation of the Ocean was no high or 
monthly Ebb, is as certain as any thing per- 
haps that ever happened in Nature. 

Not many Vears before this amazing Event, 
King Charles II. during his long Exile, em- 
bark d twice at Scheveling for his Kingsdoms, 
The firſt time was in 1650. when he was 
invited by his Schotch Subjects, who engaged 
to acknowledge him as their Soverein , and 
aſſiſt him in recovering the reſt of his Do- 
minions. The King went from the Hague to 
Scheveling , where the“ States of Holland, 
,, at infinite Hazard tothemſelves from Crom- 
„ well and England, ſuſſer'd their Ships to 
„ tranſport him. They gave all Countenan- 


„ ce to the Scorch Merchants and Factors, 


,, who lived in their Dominions; and ſome 
„Credit, that they might ſend Arms and 
,, Ammunition, and whatſoever elſe was ne- 
„ ceſſary for the King's Service, into that 
„ Kingdome. And this the States dit, „when 
„the King was at his loweſt Ebb, and f was 
„ heartly weary of being in a Place (Paris) 
„Where hy was very ill treated, and lived 
„ very uncomfortably and from whence he 
„ foreſaw he should ſoon be driven, 

The ſecond Time the King embarked at 
Scheveling was in 1660. on board his own 

M 7 Fleet, 

* Clarendonk's Hiſtory , vol. 3. p. 28). 
f Ibid. p. 393- 
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Fleet, which came to fetch him over, of 
which we have given an Account already. 
This Village is famous alfo tor 2841 LIN 
Cuaulor belonging to Prince Maurice, and 
kept here. It was made by Szevinus, a greut 
Mathematiclan. The Form of it was ſimple 
and plain, It reſembled a Boat, moved upon 
four Wheels of an equal Bigneſs, had two 
Sails, was ſteered by a Rudder placed be- 
tween the two hindmoſt wheels, and was ſtopt 
either by letting down the Sails, or turning 
it from the wind. 
This noble Machine has been celebrated by 
many great Authors, as one of the moſt inge- 
nious Inventions later Ages have produced. 
Bishop JYilkins , in his Treatiſe of Mechanics! 
Motions , mentions ſeveral great Men W7o 
had deſcribed and admired it. | 
_ * WarLcaivs affirms it to be of ſuch pro- bine 
digious Swiftne's in its Motion, and yet of U. 
ſo great a Capacity as to its Burthen, Us in 


medio freto ſecundis ventit commiſſas naves ve. 55 
locitate multis paraſangis poſt ſe relinquat, & ; ' 8 
paucarum horarum patio viginti aut tripinta . Ws 
milliaria germanica continuo curſu emetiatur, 


concreditorque ſibi plus minus vefores ſex au in f 
decem in petitum locum trans ferat , facillimi il. * 
liu ad cla vum qui ſedet nutu, quaquaverſum © * 
minime labore velis commiſſum, mirabili hoe 7 
continent i currus navigium dirigentis : That it N 
far exceeded any Ship under ſail with ever © 
h ; ſ9 
* Fabularum Decas, Fab. g. 
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ſo fair a Wind in Swiftneſs. That in ſome few 
Hours Space it would convey fix or ten Per- 
ſons twenty or thirty German Miles; and that 
with little Labour to him who firs at the Helm, 
who may eaſily guide the Courſe of it as he 
pleaſes. I hat curious and eminent Perſon Pi- 


2ESKIUS travell'd from Paris to Scheveling 
for the Sight of this Chariot, and frequently 


talk'd of the incredibile Swiftneſs of its Mo- 
tion with Aſtonisghment. Commorare ſolebat 


(Peireskius) ſtuporem. quo correptus fuerat, 
cum vento tranſlatus citatiſſimo non perſentis- 
| cere tamen; nempe tam citus erat, quam ventus. 
Tho' the Gale was ever brisk, it could not be 
perceived by thoſe in the Chariot, becauſe 
they went as {wiſt as the Wind itſelf. Men, 
who ran before it, ſeemed to go backwards 
© as it paſſed them: things ſeen at a great Dis- 


tance being preſently overtaken, and left be- 
hind. In two Hours it would go from Sche- 
veling to Putten, which is fourteen hore mil- 
lariæ, according to the ſame Author, or 42 
Miles, with 28 Perſons in it. 

Grotius is very copius and elegant in ce- 
lebrating this Invention, and the Author of it, 
in ſeveral of his Poems (FF 


Ventivolum Tiphys deduxit in aquora navim, 
Jupiter in ſiellas, ætbereamque domum , 
In terreſtre ſolum virtus Stevinia; nam nec, 


Tipby, tuum fuerat, nec Jovis iſtud opus. 
And 
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And in Another Place. 
Impoſuit plauſtro vectantem carbaſa malum, 
fn potius navi ſubdidit ille rotas. 
Scandit aquas navis, currus ruit aere prono, 
Et merito dicas, hic volat, illa natat. 


Grotius mentions an elegant Figure of it in 
Copper, done by Geyneus: And Hondius in one 
of his large Maps of Aſia gives another Sketch 
of the like Chariots uſed in China. 

Bishop Witkens, who was perhaps the 
moſt univerſal Scholar in England ever produ- 
ced ,and in particular had a wonderful mecha. 
nical Genius, thought, that it would be 
worth trying, whether ſuch a Sailing Cha- 
riot might not be more conveniently made 
with moveable Sails; its Force to be received 
from their Motion, of the ſame Nature as 
thole of a Windmill ; the foremoſt Wheels, 
as in other Chariots, for the greater Facili- ] 
ty, being ſomewhat lower than the others, 
according to a Figure which he adds. In 
that Figure the Sails are ſo contrived, that 
the Wind may turn them about from any Point, 
and their Motion muſt neceſſary turn the! 
Wheels, and con/equently carry the Chariot! 
to any Place, to which it is ſteer'd, tho di- 
rectly againſt the Wind. The principal 
Doubt, in ſuch a Contrivance , would be, 
whether every little Ruggedneſs, or Un- 
evenneſs of the Ground would not make the 
Chariot jolt in ſuch a manner, as to hinder 
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the Motion of its Sails; but if it should 
prove ſo, that might be capable of being 
remedied ſeveral Ways. 

That ſuch a Machine as the Scheveling Cha- 


| riot is not only practable, but eaſy to exe- 


cute, muſt be evident to all who ever ſaw the 
The laſt time it made its Ap- 
rance On the Strand was about ſeventeen 
ears ago, when thro*'the Unskinfulneſs of the 


Steersman it had like to have ran into the Sea, 


l 
| 


e 
ha- : 


and put the Paſlengers into no ſmall Fright. 
That ſuch Chariots are commonly uſed in 

the vaſt Plains of China, is affirmed by ſe- 

veral credible Writers. Boterus ſays , they 


ſelf, 


have alſo been tried in Spain, but with what 
ved succeſs he does not add. 
Experiment of this kind on a Child's Chair, 
by doing ſome things to it, and adding a 


{ once made an 


Sail, which ſucceeded beyond Expectation , 
but with an unforeſeen Circumſtance , that 


was very near giving me great Cauſe to re- 
2 gret my Mechanism. For the Wind ae 


brisk, carried away the little Machine an 
Paſſenger in it with ſuch Rapidity, that my- 
as well as the Nurſe, who almoſt 


; 
ſwooned away , was in no ſmall Terror. 


| | There was indeed a Precipice before it, which 


thought at too great a Diſtance for any 


Un-! Danger. The Sailing Chair had almoſt reach- 
the] ed the Brink of it, before I could overtake 
nder] to top it; and my being able to do lo, 

the] was more owing to ſome large Pebbles that 
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retarped the Motion, than my own Speed, 
tho' I ran as faſt as I could. 

Some Years ago anEngzlich Gentleman came 
to the Hague, and lodged in the ſame Houſe 
with me. He told me, that he had offer'd his 


Service to ſeveral of the Nobility and others 


in England, in order to make them Coachee: 
and Chariots of a new Invention, which were 
to go by Springs without Horſes ; and that 
he had met with ro Encouragement: that 
as Holland was a perictt Plain, and the Roads 
as ſmooth 28 a Floor, they had adviſed him 
to try the Hague. He ſeem'd to be a great 
Mathematician, and discourſed ſo proſundly 
on the Laws of Moon, and every thiog 
that related ro Mechanical Learning ; that 
having at that time juſt began the Study of 
Philoſophy, I did not ſufficiently underſtaud 
him: but thoſe who did, thought him : 
Prodigy in that Science. I have ſince re- 
flected, that if this ingenious Gentleman had 
made a ſmall Chariot, or other Machine, by 
way of Model, and fed it in Motion in a 
large Room, or on 2 Garden wall, ſuch : 
Demonſtation would have given more Ss: 


tisfaction than all his profound Rezſouings, 


and the Draughts which he had made upon 
Paper, I found he had nat ſeen the Flector 
of Saxony's Cabinet of Rarities at Dre/d:n, 
nor thoſe at Augrburg and Nurenburg; which 
Was a pity, as they contain the nobleſt Col- 
leftion of ſuch Curioſities in the World. * 

e 
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The Gentleman changed his Quarters, ſo 
that what Succeſs he met with at the Hague, 
| know not; but, I believe, with none; 
for there is nothing of that kind either there, 
or in any other Part of Holland. As the 
Roads of this Country are either on their 
Dikes , with deep Ditches on both Sides, 
or along the Sides of their Canals; the Dutch 
Gentry might propably be as much afraid 
of them, as of the Sea, or a Precipice. 
And the few of their Roads, which have no 
ſach Inconveniencies, either run ſo obliquely, 
as to render 2 Spring Machine not quite ſo 
eaſy to manage, or are ſo planted with Trees 
on both Sides, as to keep off the Wind ne- 
ceſſary to Chariots with Sails. 

Another Reaſon which might prabably make 


| apainſt the Gentleman's Propoſal is, that the 


utch have very noble Coach; horſes, in which 
no inoonſiderable Part of their Pomp conſiſts. 
The English might neglect it alſo in ſome mea- 
ſure for the ſame Reaſon, as, of all the Nations 


of the Earth, they delight moſt in Horſes: And 


1 
* 
; 


indeed ifthey are but well provided with them, 


they are indifferent as to every other Part of 
Equipage , in which they are far exceeded by 
almolt every other People. 

Horſes perhaps were not ſo much in vogue 
in Piltint's Time, who expreſſes himſelf 
thus: *I have oiten wonder'd; why none of 
our Gentry , who live near great Plains, 
„and ſmooth Champains , have attempted 

nothing 
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% nothing to this purpoſe ; Experiments of 
«*« this kind being pleaſant , and not coſtly, 
% What could be more delightful , or bet- 
« ter Husbandry , than to make uſe of the 
„ Wind (which coſts nothing, and cats 
„ nothing) inſtead of Horſes? this being 
«« very eaſy to be effected by thoſe , the 
Convenience of whoſe Habitations doth ac. 

% commodate them for ſuch Experiments“. 
But if this Art could be brought to perfection, 
and the Uſe of ſuch Machines were general in 
the Nation, becauſe tbey coſt nothing, and eat 
nothing; it is probable, they would be ſup- 
preſſed by Parliament, to ſupport the Value 
of Land and the Export of Horſes, which, for 

ſome time paſt, has turned to ſome account. 
It is pity however that Bishop WY kins did 
not reduce it to Execution himſelf: For tho 
the Neighbourhood of Oxford and Cheſter, in 
which Cities he had Offices, was unfit for ſuch 
Experiments, yet thatof Cambridge, where he 
long reſided, and had large * lncomes , was 
very proper for them. Whatever ſo great a 
an 


* In 1659. Dr. Willens, who had married Cromwell, 
Siſter, and on account of his great Learning, was in high 
Eſteem during that Uſurper's Adminiſtration , was by his 
Son Richard the Protector, made Head of Trinity College 
in Cambridge , the beſt Preferment in that Univerſity. 
He | kept it even after the Reftauration , and by the In- 
tereſt of the Duke of Buckingham in the Year 1668. was 
alſo made Bishop of Cheſter. He died tour Years after 
in the Houſe of his dear Friend Dr, Tillotſon, | 

T Wood in his Athena Oxoni:nfes , Voll. II. p. $05. cen- 
tradifts this, 
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Man as he undertook ,. would have been 
conſider'd with Reſpect, as the Effect of 
his peculiar Genius and Reaſon; tho' others 

of leſs eſtablish'd Characters would be trea- 
ted as whimſical and chimerical for the like 
Attempts. 

If the Traveller gives himſelf the Trouble 
to take a Turn on the Sand hills, he may ob- 
| ſerve, how the Dutch fence themſelves a- 
gainſt the Ocean: For not content with thoſe 
| natural Bounds, they even fortify them, b 
ſtaking down Mats of Rushes and Flags, wit 
which they form a kind of Paliſado- work for 
© ſeveral Miles on thoſe Hills. They line or 
8 ſence the Dikes with the like Materials. The 
Sea weed faſten'd with a ſmall Mixture of 
Earth, gently gives way to the beating of the 
© Sea, and reſumes its Place when the Waves 
E retire, Thoſe Dikes are uſually about twenty 
Feet high, twenty five broad at Bottom, 
© and eight or nine at Top. They are made of 
the tougheſt Clay, fenc'd on the Landſide with 
Wood and Stone, and onthe other with the 
= Mats of Rushes and Flags juſt mention'd, ſtak- 
ed down as high as the Tide generally riſes, 
which hinders the Water from ſapping and 
& undermining theBody of the Dikes. In North 
Holland, in violent Srorms, they lay Sails on 
the Outſide of their Dikes, which they judge 
the beſt Defence for them they can uſe. 
| The Care which the GOD of Nature has 
© taken for the Preſervation of this, as of all the 
other 
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other Lands he has made, in the beſt manner 
according to their ſeveral Occaſions, is v 

remarkable. All along the Coait of Holland 
from che Houtz Boſſe near the Texel, downto 
the Beer at the Mouth of the Maes; which is about 
twenty five Leagues, the Violence of the Wa- 


'ves15check'd and repell'd by continued Row: 
of Sandhills betweenthirty and five and thirty 


Feet in Height. Without theſe Hills the hole 
Country muſt long before now have been 
ſwallowed up by the Ocean: For Mathemati- 
Clans, who have been employed by the Go. 
vernment to meaſure the Height of the two 
Elements, have reported, that they found the 
Sea even in a Calm. above half a Foot higher 
than the Land, eſpecially in theNeighbourhood 
of Leyden, which is lower than elſewhere. 
Berween theſe Hills of Sand and the Sea, 
as has been obſerved before, lies the ples- 
fanteſt Way in the World; and the Water all 
along the Shore is ſo shallow, that in calm 
Weather a Man may go a great Way into it 
without being obliged to ſwim. Upon this 
Shore many Ships are forced by contrary 
Winds, efpeclally in Winter, when the Night 
are dark and long. But when the Sea is caim, 
it is very pleaſant to ſee the great Number of 
Ships under Sail on the Coaſt, ſome continu- 
ally diſappearing, whilſt others are perpetu- 
ally coming in Sight; beſides little Fleets of 
Fisher - boats about a Quarter of a League out 
at Sea, returning with great Quautities of 4 


F 


licate Fish fur the Markets of the Hague, 
Delft , Leyden, and other Places. 

A pleaſant Lrip may be made here north- 
ward on the Sands towards Britain's Houſe, 
or Caſtle, from thence over to Leyden, and ſo 
back to the Hague: This may be done in a 
Chaiſe in a Summer's Afternoon. 

BRITAIN's Hous is perhaps the moſt 
carious Piece of Antiquity in theſe Parts. It is 
five Miles North-weſt from Leyden, and above 
one North from Catwick op Zee. It was dis- 
cover'd above 300 Years ago, on the reti- 
ring of the Ocean from che old Mouth of 
the Rhine, but more in 1550. when the Sands 
were left bare tor twenty Days. It has been 
a Square of 950 Roman Feet in Circumferen- 
ce. At that time many large Stones, Bricks, 
antique Veſſels, and Roman Coins of ſeveral 
| Metals, were dug up, with this Inſcription : 
| Ex. Ger. Inf. Some think it was built by 
Caligula, for a Granary of Corn brought from 
# Brittain. 
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Aumann 


The WOOD, and the Prince of 
ORANGE's Palace there. 


© jab of the greateſt Ornaments of the 
Hau is this Mood. You enter into 
it over three handſome Drawbridges upon the 
Canal that ſurrounds the Hague. lt is about 
a Mile and an half in Length, but not near ſo 
broad; and lies on the North of the Hagu:. 
More Deer, Hares, and other Game were 
formerly to be ſeen in it, than it has at pre- 
ſent. There are now ſome Spots railed in 
for the Preſervation of the few that remain. 
It is the only Woad, except that at the Gates 
of Haerlem, in the Province. Ihe Trees are 
chiefly Oak, and the Soil Sandy, which makes 
walking in it ſomething heavy. 

There is however a Mall above half a 
Mile long, made by Art, and adorned with 
Rows of Trees on each Side, with Seats to 
reſt on. When I firft came to the Hague, it 
was uſual for the forein Miniſters , or other, 
to give Concerts of Muſick by Turns in the 
Summer Evenings, when there was an 
handſome Appearance of Perſons of the firſt 
Rank of both Sexes The Muſick was 1 
Mixture of the rual and martial Kinds, 
conſiſting principally of Drums, Te 
an 


0 HOLLAND. 289 
ind French-horns, The Wood, the Canal, 
and the Row of Palaces on the Princeſs Graſt, 
which look into the Wood, occationed a di- 
verſifed Ecgo that render'd me Entertain 
ment much more agreable; and Care was 
taken to place the Performers at a proper dis- 
tance, ſrom the Company. This innocent and 
delightful Entertainment has been laid aſide 
of late. The Hague is fallen off almoſt in 
every. - Thing from its former Gaiety and 


Magniſicence, with which it captivatedevery 


body. _ 

There are ſeveral Roads thro' the Wood, 
but no artificial ones, except the Mall, which 
is of great Emolument to the Inhabitants for 
taking tue Air, ro Men of Letters for Medi- 
tation, and Stateſmen, who here may drive 
about in their Coaches, to unbend their 


Minds, and refresh their Bodies in the Quiet 


and Serenity of Solitude. Many Birds frequent 
theſe Shades, whoſe Muſick ſeems uncom- 
monly melodious. One would think thoſe 
pretty Songsters came thither expreſsly to en- 


8 liven the Thonghts, and chear the Hearts of 


thoſe who liſten to their Notes. 

At the Extremity of the Wood, above a 
Mile from the Hague, ſtands the Palace of 
Orange, commonly called the Houſe in the 
Wood. It is a neat and beautiful Structure, 
built for an Houſe of Mourning by Amalia of 
Solms, Widow of Frederick Henry, Prince of 
Orange, as is ſignified by an Inſcription in 

54 N gold 
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The WOOD, and the Prince of 
ORANGE's Palace there. 


'Þ \a- of the greateſt Ornaments of the 
Hacusx is this Wood. You enter into 
it over three handſome Drawbridges upon the 
Canal that ſurrounds the Hague. lt is about 
a Mile and an half in Length, but not near ſo 
broad; and lies on the North of the Hagu-. 
More Deer, Hares, and other Game were 
formerly to be ſeen in it , than it has at pre- 
ſent. There are now ſome Spots railed in 
for the Preſervation of the few that remain. 
It 1s the only Woad, except that at the Gates 
of Haerlem, in the Province. Ihe Trees are 
chiefly Oak, and the Soil Sandy, which makes 
walking in it ſomething heavy. 

There is however a Mall above half 1 
Mile long, made by Art, and adorned with 
Rows of Trees on each Side, with Seats to 
reſt on. When I firft came to the Hague, it 
was uſual for the forein Miniſters, or other, 
to give Concerts of Muſick by Turns in the 
Summer Evenings, when there was an 
handſome Appearance of Perſons of the firſt 
Rank of both Sexes. The Muſick was 1 
Mixture of the rual and martial Kinds, 
conſiſting principally of Drums, TRE 

an 


Of HOLLAND. 289 
ind French-horns, The Wood, the Canal, 
and the Row of Palaces on the Princeſs Graſt, 
which look into the Wood, occaſioned a di- 
verſifed Ecgo that render'd the Entertain 
ment much more agreable; and Care was 
taken to place the Performers at a proper dis- 
tance from the Company. This innocent and 
delightful Entertainment has been laid aſide 
of late. The Hague is fallen off almoſt in 
every. Thing from its former Gaiety and 
Magnificence, with which it captivated every 
body. 

There are ſeveral Roads thro' the Mood, 
but no artificial ones, except the Mall, which 
is of great Emolument to the Inhabitants for 
taking tae Air, to Men of Letters for Medi- 
tation, and Stateſmen, who here may drive 
about in their Coaches, to unbend their 


Minds, and refresh their Bodies in the Quiet 


and Serenity of Solitude. Many Birds frequent 
theſe Shades , whoſe Muſick ſeems uncom- 
monly melodious. One would think thoſe 
precty Songsters came thither expreſsly to en- 
| liven the Thonghts, and chear the Hearts of 
| thoſe who liſten to their Notes. 
At the Extremity of the Wood, above a 
Mile from the Hague, ſtands the Palace of 
Orange, commonly called the Houſe in the 
Wood. It is a neat and beautiful Structure, 
built for an Houſe of Mourning by Amalia of 
Solms, Widow of Frederick Henry, Prince of 
Orange, as is ſignified by an Inſcription in 
| N gold 
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gold Letters round the Gallery. The Houſe 
is moated round , but fo as to have a large 
Grove before it cut into Walks, a large Gar. 
den behind it. It is not ſeen till one is juſt 
upon it. The Entrance is over a Draw bridge, 
and thro' a Gate with the Arms of Naſjou 
Orange, and thoſe of Great Britain quarterly at 
Top; Prince VPilliam, Son of the beforemen- 
tioned Frederick Henry and Amelia, who buil: 
the Houſe, having been married in 1641. to 
Mary, eldeſt Daughter of King Charles I. of 


Great Britain. Within the Gate on the right 


we find a long shady Walk or Mall. The 
Stair are grand. and occupy the whole Front 
of the Houſe. On each Side there in a Statue, 
Cerec and Pomona, of admirable Workmanship: 
They are ſomething bigger than the Life, and 
carry their reſpective Enſigns. Builders and 
Architects of vulgar Taſte , would inſtead o 
theſe rual Divinities have placed a Mars, 1 
Gladiator, or ſome ſuch terrible Figures; whici 
ſeem exceedingly improper to adorn Seats d 
Tranquillity and Repoſe. In the Entrance ot 
the right are two white marble Statues 
William I. and Prince Maurice; and on the 
left thoſe of Prince Frederick Henry and Willian 
II. Here yon enter the principal Apartment, 
which is of an octogonal Form, and take 
up the Body of the Building. It is exceeding!y 
fine and magnificent. It is floor'd with Wal 
nut-tree, and always covered with rich Cit 


pets. In the Cupola there is à Gallery mon 
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ſick, and in the middle of the Cieling the 
Picture of the Princeſs Amelia in Mourning. 
The Windows, which are always kept shut 
to preſerve the Paintings, look into à magni- 
ficent Garden, into which the Deſcunt is by 
hanging Stairs from a ſtately Glaſs Door. 

hut hat coultitates the principal Ornament 
of this Saloon, and indeed of the whole 
Houſe , are its exquiſite Paintings, all exe- 
cuted by the great Flemish Matters, and par- 
ticularly Rubens. That of Yulcan in his Shop, 
which is aptly enough placed near the 
Chimney , is the Work of that great Maſter, 
and eſteem'd the beſt Piece in the Collection. 
And indeed one could hardly take one's Eyes 
off it, had not every other Picture ſome 
peculiar Beauty to recommend it. The 
Triumpbs of Frederick Henry intirely occupy 
one Side of the Saloon : And indeed never 
did any Hero's Actions better deſerve to be 
celebrated, than thoſe of that great Prince. 
He carried on and completed the great 
Work, which his Father Prince Villiam, 
and his Brother Prince Maurice, had ſo bap- 
pily begun and advanced. From the Year 
1625 when he made his firſts Appezrince 
on the Scene of Action, till 1647. when he 
died, performed ſo many glorious Exploits, 
and ſo effectually reduced the Power of Spain, 
tbat he might be preferr'd to many of the 
greateſt Men in Hiſtory, and is equall'd by 
fe except the Princes of his own Family. 


N 2 On 
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On each Side of the Chimney on the Floor 
are placed the Buſtos of the Prince aud 


Princeſs of Orange, done out of a Block Pur 
of white Marble; but neither the Situation Taſ 
nor Sculpture repreſent their Highneſſes to 790! 
Advantage. It is hoped , that the Painter, pie- 
who shall draw their Pictures, will do more cad: 
Juſtice to the Originals. F grat 
- On each Side of the saloon lie the Prince FAI 
and Princeſs's Apartments, each of wl:ich the 
conſiſt only of a Bed chamber, a Dreſſing- vet 
room, and a Clolet.' There is a Rail of rich F 
India Japan Work, which runs along tie Ley 
Foot of the Princeſs's Bed, and is inlaid with has 
Mother of Pearl, and other precious Stones, Pr 
that caſt a twinkling Light, like the stan Roe 
in a dark Night. It is an exquiſite Piece of wit 
Work, and coſt 28,000 Gilders, or near Wa 
3000 l. 1 
In one of the Drawing - rooms there is 2 on 
Flowerpiece valued at 15, 00 Gilders : |t Hay 
was done by Schiur, à Fl:mish Naſter, wilo Fre; 
excelled in drawing Flowers. Ile alſo painted dug 
the Stathouſe at Maeſtricbt, where he calls WF 718 
bimſelf Regine Sueciæ pifior. To this Room ther 
belongs a Cloſet curiouſly wainſcoted with king 
fine Japan Work, which was formerly shewi ſen, 
to Strangers, bur is now shut up. reck 
On the Prince's Marriage with the Prince(s Wl <*P« 
Royal of Great Britain, his Serene Highne' ſend 
cauſed two additional Wings to be added — 
1 


' to. this charming Seat, which before was 
| | not 
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not large enough to accommodate his Family , 
but is now abondantly commodious for that 
purpoſe. The new Buildings is in the ſame 
Taſte with the old. The Hall, or Diniag- 
room, is very fine; the Cieling , Chimney- 
piece , and Side- bord; adorned with a Cas- 
cade , are of the fineſt Marble, and in a 
grand Taſte. From this Room there is a 
Paiſage to the English Chapel, intended for 
the Uſe of her Royal Highneſs, which is not 
yet finished. | - 

From the Back Gates lies the Road to 
Leyden, 'The Walk that leads to this Gate, 
has the Steeple of FYoorburgh Church in 
Profpe&t at the Diſtance of two Miles. The 
Road to that Village is ſtraight; and adorned 
_ Rows of Trees on both Sides all the 

ay. 

The Village of VoorBuRs is remarkable 
only for its Antiquity , its Vicinity to the 
Hague, and a Boarding - ſchool , where the 
French Tongue, Writing, and Accounts, are 
taught the Youth of the Country, and Fo- 
reigners z of which laſt, eſpecially English, 
there are always ſome. There are the ſame 
kind of Schools at Gouda, [ſelmonde, Maar- 


ſen, and many other Places. 'The Dutch being 


reckon'd the beſt Accomptants, and the moſt 
expert of all Nations in Trade , Strangers 
ſend their Children to be educated in their 
Schools. Beſides the Languages, the diffe- 


rent Species of Money, Cc. current in every 
N 3 


Part 
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Part of the World, of which the Knowledge 
is neceſſary to torm the Merchant are better 
underſtood and taught in this, than perhaps 
any other Country. 

After having taken 4 Turn in this Village, 
one may return in the Leyden Boat to the 
Hague by the Caual. 


T ht 
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The Palace of RYSWICK. 


T* Village of Ryswick ſtands two 


short Miles from the Hague, and three 
from Delft, almoſt on the Road between the 
two 1owns. It is remarkable for the Fre- 
tineſs and Cleanlineſs, that diitinguish the Vil- 
lages of this Country from thoſe of all others 
in the World. The Ryswick Road is a very 
beautiful Walk, well pav'd, and adorned with 
Rows of lofty Trecs, and delightful Meadows 
on both Sides. 

One paſles thro” the Village to the Palace, 
which ſtands about a Quarter of a Mile 
farther. It is too much shaded with Trees, 
as indeed moſt the Seats of this Country are. 
It was begun by a Duke of Neuburg, but 
finished by the Prince of Orange. It is a very 
noble dtucture, and the only one, I think, 
of Free ſtone in the ſeven Provinces. It is all 
ot hewn Stone, of great Extentin Front, but 
perhaps not proportionably high. It is adorned 
with a marble Stair cale, marble Floors, and 
a magnificent Terraſs. It belong to the 
Prince of Orange, and is at preſeut lat to par- 
ticulars. There is a good Froſpect of it from 
the Canal between Delft and the Hague. 

This Palace is famuus for the Treaty of 
Peace ſigned here between the confederate 
Powers of Europe and France iu 1697. This 

| N 4 Treaty 
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Treaty was rather more advantageous te the 4 
Dutch, and the reſt of the Allices, chan that « | 
of Nimeghen , or any that had preceded it, « f 


1he fourth Article of it however, which re- 4 
lates to the Re eſtablishment of the Proteſtant Th 
Religion in ſeveral Parts of the Empire, where Pr, 
the Arms of France, and the Calamites of Em 
War had in a manner abolish'd it, has not yet Cat 
been put in Execution. Ihe Aſlair was leſt for 
to be enquired into, and ſettled by Commiſſa. Cht 
ries of both Religions, which was accordingly Ant 
attempted in 1698. and 1699. but without « t 
Effect. It was again propoſed in 1709. ard « 2 
referr'dto the general Peace; and accordingly « x 
in the Treaty of Utrecht the King of France wh 
conſented to it, in Conſideration for the Queen reir 
of Great Britain and the States General. Ihe Ele. 
Proteſtant Powers have, as Opportunities of- the 
ſer'd, beſtirred themſelves in this Aﬀair. it Dut 
was brought on the Tapi in 1734. and again Bla, 
in 1737. when the King of Great Britain in K 
particular wrote a Letter to the States of the tob 
Empire, wherein His Majeſty ſaid , amongſt Was 
other Ihings, That he reſolved, in Con- fion 


junction with the States General and the 
% Proteſtant Powers, not to neglect any Care 
« or Means for procuring Succeſs in that 
«© Affair: That with this View he would 
„ employ his Offices wit the Emperour and 
«© the moſt Chriſtian King, for obtaining their 
„% Approbation and Conſent, that the Treaty 


&« of Yeſiphalia , which is injured and ob- 
| « ſtructed 
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« ſtructed by the Clauſe in that of Ryſwicł, 
« may be re eſtablish'd in all its Force, con- 
% formably to his Imperial Majeity's Decla- 
« ration in the Year 1734. and in Conſequence 
« ofthe 21 ſt Article of the Treaty of Utrecht.” 
The Emperor referr'd the whole Matter to 
France , and France referr'd it back to the 
Emperour ; and ſo thoſe two great Ro man 
Catholick Powers bandied ic backwards and 
forwards to each other. At laſt the moſt 
Chriſtian King, amongſt other Things, made 
Anſwer to the Proteſtant Powers, That 
„ they could not take it amiſs, if he was a 
„ zexlous for the Intereſts of his Religion, as 
« they were for that of theirs,” The Places, 
wherein the Proteſtant Religion was to be 
reinſtated , which that Clauſe has in view, are 


the Palatinate on this Side the Rhine, the 
Dutchy of Deux ponts ,the Brizgaw, and the 
Black Foreſt. | 

King Charles XI. of Sweden had the Honour 
tobethe Mediator of this grand Treaty , which 
was intirely negocisted at the Hague, and only 
N at Ryſwicł. 1 he few previous Meetings 
of the Mioiſters Plenipotentiary at this laſt 
Place were meerly ceremonial. The Miniſters 
of France relided at Deli during the Congreſs. 


Earl of Peterborough ,and the Lords Lexington 
and Pillars There was no ſmall Trouble in ad- 
aty WH julting che Ceremonial. Separate Entries were 
od. N made 


Electorate of Treue:, the Bishoprick of Spire, 


Thoſe employed by Great Britain were the 
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made into the Palace, and only the Mediator 
hadthe Privilege to enter at the principal Gate, 
The French boaſted that this was the fourth 
Time their grand Monarch had given Peace to 
Europe for that was the uſual modeſt Phraſe 
of that long Reign. But methinks ir was ſome- 
thing mortitying for the mighty Giver of ſo 
reat a Good to Mankind, to be obliged to 
end his Ambaſladors into a Village of au 
Enemy's Country. The Truth is, all Partie; 
were perhaps equally “ weary of fighting, and 
deſirous of Peace; but they enjoy'd that Bles- 
ſing only for the short Space of four Years; 
for the ſame grand Perſon, who was ſo benign 
to the reſt of Europe, thought fit to change 
his Diſpoſicion in 1 01. 
There are ſeveral other handſome Houſes of 
private Perſons in the Neighbourhood. 


* The Jmpatience of the Enzlzh and Dutch under 
Taxes, and a groundleſs Clamour raiſed in England 
a2aintt King Wilkam , tor traniturting the Trealures of 
the Nation to Heiland (which was evidentiy contradicted 
by the Conduct ot the Darch, who were more impatient 
for a Peace, than the Englzh themſelves) reduced 
that Prince, contrary to his Opinion, to give into 4 
Treity with France; Wheieas cantying on the War till 
me king of Stams Death, at the Expence of eight or 
ten Millions then, would in all Probability have ſaved 
the Nation fifty Millions attetwards , and all the tatal 
Conſequences of that Load, 


5 
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. The Village of Loos DUIN. 


* Village is what is called abroad a 
great Hour or League, or about five 
Miles from the Hague. The Road that leads to 
it is not les agreable than thoſe mentioned 
before, with the Addition of a Canal on one 
ſide of it. The Village lies about half a Mile 


ſrom the Sea, from which it is ſeparated by 


the Hills of Sand, that extend ſo far into the 
Country. | 


LoosSDUiN is famous for the well-known. 


Story of Margaret, Counteſs of Hennenberg, 
Daughter of Florence IV. Count of Holland and 
Zealand. That memorable Event happen'd in 
1276. and is thus related. 'The Counteſs one 
Day meeting a poor Woman with Twins in her 
Arms, upbraided her as unchaſte, inſinuating 
that one Man could not get two Children at 
once, The Woman hearing herſelf unjuſtly 
reprocbed, wished that her Ladyship, who was 
then pregnant, might have as many Children 
at a Birth, as there were Days in a Year. Ihe 
Wish, or rather Curſe, was fulfilled upon the 
uucharitable Margaret, who was delivered of 
365 Children, that were al baptized by Guido, 
Suffragan of recht All the Males were named 
John; and all the Females Elizabeth; and all 
died on the ſame Day with their Mother. One 
of them, or at leaſt an Abortion given out to 
be one of them, is to be ſeen in the — 
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Regium at Copenhagen. Eraſmus, Ludovicus 
Vives, Camerarius, and Guicciordin believed 
this Story, and related it as true. It is alſo 
mentioned by many otner grave Writers. In 
the Church there is a Board or Table aſſi ed 
to the Wall, with a long Inſcription, giving 
an Account of the whole Matter; and alſo the 
two braſs Baſons in which the Children were 
baptized, with this Diſtich under them: 

En tibi monſt roſum nimis & memorabile fact um, 

vale nec a mundi conditions datum.” 

And indeed ſo monſtrous a Birth was never 
heard of ſince the Creation of the World. 

Hiſtorians andWriters of Travels, who have 
copied the Inſcription, vary with each other 
in the Terms of it. The Letters, which are of 
Gold, were lately renewed, when [took it; but 
it would be too long, neither is it material to 
inſert it here, the Subſtance of it being as juſt 
related. On the whole there is little room to 
doubt, but that there was ſome ſucia *mo 


An eminent modern Writer is perhaps in the wreng 
Hunc tartum poſi aiiquet ſecuia 
confitlum , a fabulas pertinere anilcs , platuiſqus phy/reorum 
It would be dulticalt te prove ſuch Births re- 
Bznaut to the Powers of Nature ; and great Fhy Gc/xns 

de thought , that it is more to be wonder'd , that 
theie Births h:ppen ſo ſcldom , than that they happen at 
ail. It is however for the Order and Well being of Fa- 
milies, and copſcquently of the World, that Mankind 
Should be generated according to the ordinary Couſe of 
Nature, the due Increaſe and Peopling of the Earth being 
fufficiently auſwer'd in that Way. 
however ſomeimes happen, as if expreifly to aweken 


for aſſeiting abſolutely , 
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Birth, tho' magnified with fabulous Circum- 
ſtances thro' Length of Time, and Multiplicity 
of Relaters. It is certain, next to Murder, 
that no Vice has been more remarkably pu- 
nished even in this Life, than Pride, Unchari- 


tableneſs, and Contempt of the Poor. 

the Attention of Markind, avd to teach them, Narturam 
non eſſe Dam. For if the ſupreme Diſpoſal of Things 
were left to Nature alone, this World would ſoon be- 
come a Chaos of Contufions , ad infinite Difordcrs , as 
well phy fical as moral, enſue, Pius Mirandola, a Prince 
no leſs eminent for his Learning and Veracity, than his 
Dignity , mentions a Woman, that had twenty Children 
at a Birth An ancient Naturalift proves , that che may 
phy ſicalty be deliver'd of ſix ad a Birth. Albertus Magna 
ſpeaks of one, who had an hundred and fifty at once: but 
23 we obſerved before, Things of this Nature are always 
exaggerated. The Origin of the preſent Royal Family ef 
Great Brittain from the Dukes of Bavaria aud Saxony is 
remarkable enough. Hiſtorians give this well known 
Account of it. Germentrude, Counteſs of Altorf in wa- 
bia, having accuſcd a poor Woman of Adultery , and 
cauſed her to be punished for having twelve Childeren at 
a Birth , was ſoon after delivered of twelve Sons her ſelf, 
Her Hasband, Count 1/enbery , being then abſent, to avoid 
the ſame Scandal, she order'd the Midwife to carry out, 
and kill eleven of them. The Count bappening to come 
home at the ſame Inſtant, asked the Midwife what she 
had in ber Apron ; and she aoſewred , Worlpen, that is, 
Whelps , or Puppies. Upon his inſiſting to ſee them, 
e confes'd the whole Affair; and the Count, in con- 
ſequence, en joining her Secrely, put them out to nurſe, 
Six Years after he invited moſt of his own, and his Lady's 
Relations to a Feaſt, and in the midft of their Jolkir 
brought out his eleven Sons all dreſt alik, The Counteſs 
upon this owned her Fault, and wat pardoned, The Count, 
in Remembrance of their ecidental Preſervation , order'd 
them 10 be called Guei hs. From the edelſt of theſe des- 
cended Henry Guelph , Count of Altorf,” whom the Em- 
peror Coprerd II. afterwards made Duke of Bavaria. 


N7 The 
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The Palace of HONSLAERDYCK. 


ive Miles beyond Loorduin lies the Palace 

of HONSLAERDYCK, ſo that is uſual 
for thoſe who go to ſee this Palace, to take 
the Church of Loorduin in their Way, and ſo 
ſee both Places the ſame Day. 

It is a ſtately Pile of modern Architecture, 
with fine Gardens, beautiful Fountains and 
Statues ; amongſt the latter of which are ſome 
antique ones, as Roman Gladiators, Samp/on 
tearing a Lion, &c. The Rooms below are 
paved with Marble, and thoſe above are very 
ſumptuous. There are two Galleries full of 
excellent Paintings , amongſt which is the 
Picture of Zewis XIV. of France, when a 
Child. The Princeſs's Cloſer is curiouſly 
wainicoted with fine Japan Work. Behind the 
Palace is a pleaſant Grove, regularly planted, 
which forms a Square of half a Mile from 
each Angle to the Centre, and beyond that a 
Menagery , where foreign Birds and Beaſts 
were formerly kept in great Numbers. In 4 
Word, Hond/laerayck is one of the fineſt Struc- 
tures of the Low Countries, and ſuperior to 
many noted Palace of taly. 

This, and the Palace of / oo in Gelderland, 
were-the ſavoutite Retreats of King Milliam 
III. In choſe ſweet Abodes that great Prince 
uſed to unbed his Mind from Afairs of State, 


| | and enjoy the Adyentages of Privacy. Beſides 
| | 
| 


Which 
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which , theſe, of all his Palaces , were the 
moſt ſpacious, and in conſequence the moſt ca- 
ble of accommodating a numerous ous old: 
he Houſe in the Wood, Ry/wick, Soeſdyck, 


and Dieren, being either too ſmall, or not con- 
venient in other reſpects for that purpoſe. Ihe 


Air of Honſlaerdyck is good, which might alſo 
recommend it to the King, who from his 
Cradle was ofa tender Conſticution , and much 
afflicted with an Aſthma. 

The Villages of Mors TER and GRAvR- 
SAND lie beyond Fonſlaerdyck, not far from 
the Mouth of the Maes. a N. was for- 
merly a conſiderable Town , the Seat of the 
Counts of Holland, and ofthe Provincial States. 
In 1546. in digging up ſome old Foundations, 
ſeveral curious earthen Veſlels, ſuppoſed tobe 
140c Years old, were found here. The adja- 
cent Country is reckon'd to produce the 
beſt Wheat, and ſweeteſt Graſs in Holland, 


| which makes the Cheeſe of Graveſand highly 


eſteem'd. Near this Place ſtood the ancient 
Palace of the Lords of Plan, which, with 
ſeveral neigbouring Caſtles, were burnt b. 
the Feople of Delft in 1359. This Eſtate 
belongs now to the Prince of Orange; but the 
King of Pruſſia has the Palace of Honſlacrdyct, 
as joint Heir to King Y/illiam. 
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The City of DELFT. 


—T* 1s City in the Neigbourhood of the 
Hague, a Day, or at leaſt an Afternoon, 
cannot be better ſpent than in going to ſee it, 
The Generality of Travellers indeed paſs thro' 
it on their Way from Rotterdam to the Hague; 
but that is always done in an hurry, in order 
to ſecure the firſt Boat that goes off for the 
Hague, without allowing themſelves ſufficient 

Time for viewing ſo conſiderable à City. 
Delft is but five Miles, or a large Hour, 
from the; Hague but a Chaiſe with a good 
Horſe will run it in half that Time. The Road 
is exceedingly fine. The Village of Ryswickis 
left a little on the right, and one drives on to 
the Canal, over which there is a Bridge, which 
being paſſed, the fine Road continues along 

the Side of the Canal quite to Det. 

Without the Gate there is a fine Grove of 
Trees , under the Shade of which Paſſengers 
enerally take a Turn, till the Boat for the 
ague goes off. From the oppoſite Gate the 
Canal, which goes to Rotterdam, is very broad, 
at which hereis an handſome Key, or Landing- 
place, adorned with Trees. Here the Yachts, 
which bring the Deputies of the ſeveral Pro- 
vinces to the Aſſemblies of the Hague, have 
their Station. The Deputies quit the Veſſel: 
here, and take Coach for the Hague. Thele 
Yachts are exquiſitely beautiful and rich; the 
Provinces and Cities vying with each porn: 
whic 
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which shall have the fineſt Yachts for the 
Accommodation of their Repreſentatives. 
Their Burden generally is from a bout 3o to 50 
Tons. They are adorn'd with Streamers , 
and carry Guns, with Trumpets and other 
Muſick, which is very ſweet on the Water. 
Colliers from Scotland alſo unload here, and 
furnish the Iuhabitants of Delft, the Hague, 
and Ley:fen , with Coals. 

This City, as indeed all the reſt of the Pro- 
vince, lies in the midſt of beautiful Meadows. 
It is ſurrouded with a Wall, and a Trench 
full of Water; is above two Miles in Circum- 
ference, is longer than is broad, and conliſts 
chiefly of two beautiful Streets, that lie pa- 
rallel, They are almoſt a Mile in Length, 
adorned with Trees, and Canals, over which 
are many handſome ſtone Bridges. All here is 
as calm and ſtill as in the midſt ot the Country, 
Delft being inhabited chlefly by rich People, 
who have quitted Buſineſs for the ſake of Re- 
tirement. 

The remarkable Buildings,and other Things 
here , are, the old Palace, where Prince 
EE William l. of Orange, the Founder of the State, 
and of its Glory, was treacherouſſy murder'd 
by an Emiſſary of Philip. II. King ot Spain. He 
was shot with a Piſtol c arged with three 
Bullets, juſt as he was riſing from 'I able, and 
ordering the Afſaſlia a Paſſport to go to a cer- 
Itain Place wh ther he was ſending him. The 


Balls enter' the Prince's Jemples and 20975 
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in the Wall: the Holes they made in it are ſtill 
Shewn to >trangers. After the Prince received 
the Wound, he died immediately, ſaying only, 
Lord HAVE MEeRCY ON MY SOUL, 
AND ON THIS POOR PEOPLE ie 
People lamented hima their common Father; 
and never was a Funeral celebrated with 
greater Fomp, and more real Sorrow. He was 
only one and fifty Years old at his Death; but 
lived long enough to humble a proud law!cl; 
Tyrant, to aſſert the Liberty of his Country, 
to eſtablish a national Church, and found a 
8 Commoawealth by his Wiſdom and 
alour. The Aſſaſſin, Balthazar Gerard . was 
ſoon after executed, and died ſo harden'd, a 
to ſay, He would do it if it were to be dont 
again. "That Vilain is inroll'd by ſome Roman 
Catholick Monaſteries amongſt their Martyrs, 
The Remains of this great Prince were in- 
terred inthe new Church here ; and the Repub- 
lick cauſed a magnificent Mauſoleum to be 
erected over them, to perpetuate the Glory o 
her Founder, and her Gratitude for the ineſt. 
mable Services «he had received from him. 
The Effigies of the Prince is repreſented in 
Merble, with his Statue ſtanding by it in Brals 
compleatly armed, with this Motto, TE vin 
DICE TUTA LIBERTAS; Fou were the Champion 
ann Preſirver of our Liberty; and anvthe! 
Emblem repreſenting the Prince going ol 
ſteadily in u Storm, wi'h thele Words, 5@"i 
tranquillus in undis. At his Veer lies the Figut 
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of a Dog, which is ſaid to have died of Grief, 
when he was murder'd There are four other 
Princes and Princeſſes of his Family interr'd 
in this Monument, 'The laſt of whom was a 
Princeſs, Daughter of the preſent Prince and 
Princeſs of Orange, that died at hir Birth in 
1735. The Corpſe was expoſed upon a Bed 
of State during three Days to the View of the 
People. 

This Monument is excellently well adorned, 
and the whole executed with a maſterly reſte. 
The Inſcription is very fine, and worthy the 
Hero, whom it is intended to commemorate. 

D. O. M. & æternæ memorie Gulielmi Nas- 
ſoviæ ſupremi Auranſionanſium Principis, 
Patr. Patr. qui Belgii fortunis ſuas poſthabuit , 
& ſuorum; valdiiſſimos exercitus ere plurimum 
privato his conſcripſit, bis induxit ; Ordinum 
auſpiciis Hiſpaniæ tyrannidem propulit; vere 
religioniſ cultum , avitas patric leges revocavit, 
reſtituit ; ipſam denique libertatem tantum non 
aſſertam , Mauritio principi; paterne virtutis 
heredi filio , ſtabiliendam reliquit Herois vere 
pii, prudentis invicti, quem Philip. II. Hiſp.R. 
Europe timor, timuit; non domuit, non tert u- 
it; ſed empto percuſſore fraude nefando ſuſiu= 
lit; Fœderat. Belgii provinc. perenni memor. 
monum. fec. 

To the moſt good and moſt high GOD, 
and to the immortel Memory of WILLIAM 
of Nassau, ſovereign Prince of Orange, the 
Father of his Country ; who preferr'd the 150 
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38 THE PRESENT STATE 
of the Nederlands to that of himſelf and his Fa. 
mily ; twice levied, and brought in a ſtrong 
Army principally at bis own Expence ; repeli'd 
the Tyranny of Spain, as General for the 
States; recover'd and reinſtated ttue Religion, 
and the ancient Laws of his Country ; and laſtly 
not only aſſerted the publick Liberty himſelf, 
but left it to be firmly eftablish'd by his Son 
Prince Maurice, the Heir ot his great Father: 
Virtues. The United Provinces of the Dutch 
Netherlands have erected this Monument, to 
N the Memory of this truly pious, 
wiſe, and invicible Hero, whom Philip Il. 
of Spain, the Terror, of Europe, dreaded, but 
not being able to terryfy or conquer, hired ail 
Aſſaſſin to murther him treacherou y. 

The Church in which this Monument 
ſtands, is a very noble Building, its Steeple 
one of the higheſt and fineſt in the Low 
Countries, and the Chimes unuſually harmo- 
nies. They play one une at the fir 
Quartier after every Hour, two at the half 
Hour, three at three Quarters, and four before 
the Hour ſtrikes. 

The Market - place, which is a ſpacious 
Square, has this lofty Steeple on one Side, 
and oppoſite to it the Town - houſe: on tic 
two other ſides are Houſes of the Citizens 
The Town houſe is and old-faſhon'd Gothic 
Structure built about two hundred Years 220, 
but the Walls being new painted and gilt, |! 
looks as fresh as if erected but yeſterday. | 
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may be compared tothoſeantiquatedBeanties, 
who beſmear themſelves over with Paints and 
Washes, to conceal the Wrinkles and De- 
formity of old Age. Ir is adorned with ſeveral 
Statues; as thoſe of Jafſtice , Prudence, and 
Mercy; Divinities, or Vircues, which ought 
to preſide in ſovereign Courts. Over che Gate 
are theſes rwo Lines; 
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Hec domus odit, amat , punit, con ervat, bonorat, 
Nequitiam, pacem, crimina, jura, honos. 


On the Town-houſe of Glaſgow, a City of 
North Britain, there is the ſame Diſtich ; but 
which of the two have borrowed it from the 
other, I don 't know. 

In the old Church, which is alſo a lofty Pile. 
with an high Steeple, but inferior to the new, 
are the Monuments of the great Van TROuer 
and Van HRINE, two Datch Admirals kill'd 
at Sea. Vun Tromp is repreſented repolingon a 
Cannon , ſurrounded with Arms and Trophies. 
That Admiral defeated the Spaniards in two 
Engagements , and ruined their Power at Sea, 
In Cromwcl/s War with the Dutch, Fan Tromp 
101 BE fought Blake, and both ſent an Ancount of 
ide: their Victory to their Principals. In another 
the WEngagement the Znglich were obligedto retire 
CU: into the Thames; but in a third, which laſted 
ict three Days, the Dutch were defeated. In 
1653. two other cruel Battles happen'd, in 
the laſt of wiich the English were victorious, 
and Tromp kill'd. Notwithſtanding theſe 

| Defeats, ' 
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Defeats, that Admiral was burried with grey; 
Pomp, and had the utmoſt poſthumous 
Honours done him by his grateful Country, 

The Dutch are excellent Maſters to ſerve, 
They value their Servants for their Merit ,and 
ſtrenuous Endeavours to acquit themſelves 
well, rather than for their Succeſs. The former 
is in the Power of Man; the latter depends 
finally on God, who alone is the Giver of 
Victories. In this Spirit it is that they adorn 
their vanquish'd Admirals with Crowns of 
Lawrel, and tranſmit their faithſullServicesand 
glorious Deaths to Polterity. 

PETER HEINE the Admiral, took the 
Spanith Silver Fleet. 

The principal Magazine and Armory of 
the Province of Holland is kept here. The 
Houſe , which is very large, was built in 
1692 There is a terrible Diſplay of Cannon 
and Mortars regularley piled up one above 
another without Doors. Amongſt the reſt are 
two Pieces of Ordnance caft at Lubech in 
1669 , of which each weighs 8200 Pounds. 
This City is alſo famous for its excellent 
earthen Ware in |mitation of China. On the 
Market Days, or during the Wake, or Kermir, 
vaſt Quantities of that Commodity are expoſed 
to Sale in the Streets. It is called Delfs Ware 
ſrom this City They are arrived to ſuch Per- 
fection in making it, that it is hardly inferior 
to China in Fineneſs ; but that have not yet 
been able to make it tranſparent. It 4 11 
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dable, that they will attempt nothing farther 
that Way for want of Encouragement. The 
Dutch Eaſt India Company import ſuck vaſt 
Quitanties of Proclain from China, and which 
is ſold ſo,cheap, that there is hardly a Family 
in the Provinces, tho? ever ſo poor, that is 
not tolerably well provided with this foreign 
Commodity, ſo that their own Manufacture is 
in no ſmall Meaſure of Disgrace. 

Formerly there was a conſiderable Settle- 
ment of Britssþ Marchants and Clothiers here, 
but they removed to Rotterdam, as more con- 
venient for Trade. 


W \ 
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giz THE PRESENT STATE 
The City of ROTTERDAM 


A s this City is the moft conſiderable Sta. 
ple, that the British Nation has upon the 
Continent of Europe, and the uſual Landing. 
place of Strangers, we will take a'Turn thirther, 
and ſee the principal Curioſities of the Place. 
Ie is no more than three Leagues from the 
Hague, and two from Delft, on the Canal; 
from which laſt Place the Boat goes off every 
hour. You ſoon paſs the Powder - houſe on 
the right, which now ſtauds about a Cannon- 
ſhot out of the Town, to prevent ſuci a 
Disaſter as happen'd in 1654. when the States 
Magazine in the City was blown up by an 
unknown Accident, which beat dovn about 
200 Houſes, kill'd and wounded many People, 
and ſome were miraculoully ſaved under the 
Ruins. 5 

OvERSCHIE is above half Way to Rorter- 
dam. The Boat paſſes thro' it. It is a large 
aud pleaſant Village, and ſo well built, as to 
exceed many Market Towns in England and 
France; but much of it is not ſeen from the 
Water. On the right there is a large Canal 
that extends to De- hauen on the Maes, and 
carriesVeſſels of conſiderable Burthen to Del/t, 
ſo that it ſerves that City for a Port. A five 
Avenue, above half a Mile long, adorn'd wit 
Rows of Trees on each Side of the Canal, 
lead to the Gates of Rotterdam. 
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Rows of Trees on each Side of the Canal, 
leads to the Gates of Rotterdam. 

Tais beautiful Cicy is of a triangular Form, 
and ſo much enlarged of late, that next to n- 


ſterdam and Leyzen , it is the greateſt City in 


Holland. Its fine Buildings aud ſpacious Streets, 
adorned with lofty Trees, and zoble Canals, 
which are always full op Ships, ſtrike the Stran- 
get on landing with wonderful Pleaſure, having 
never ſeen any Thing of that kind in his own 
Country I: lies on the North ide of the Maes, 
which is here about a Quarter ofa Mile broad, 
and about fifteen Miles diſtanc from the Sca. 
The Canals, which run into the Heart of the 
City, are ſo very broad and deep, that Ships 
of great Burthen come into it, and lade and 
unlade at the Merchants Doors. 

The Heeren ſtreet i the fineſtStreet in Rotter- 
dam. Moſt of the Houſes are new, and built 


of hewn Stone, ſo that it has a finer Effect, 
| tho” it is not ſo large as the Street of the ſame 
Name at Amſterdam. The Boompfes lies de- 
lightfully along the Maes. It is above half a 


ile in Lenth, and extends from the New to 
the Old Head, the two Places, where the 
Water of the River enters the City, and fills 
the Canals. On the one Side it has « magnifi- 
cent Row of Trees and Houſes, or rather Pa- 
laces, and on the other the River with the 


Sbips at Anchor. This Quay or Street is ex- 
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tremely clean, and ſo broad, that it has diſtinct 
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the uſual Reſort of the People of Condition, 
whom it ferves inſtead of a Mall; and indeed 
for Variety of pleaſing Objects, and the noble 
Proſpect, it is, I believe, the pleaſanteſt Walk 
in the World. 

The fineſt Houſe uponit, is, that of the late 
Lord North and Gray. It is of hewn Stone, 
and a very ſubſtantial and beautiful Structure, 
It came to him by marrying a rich Dutch Lucy, 
that Lord being before well known in Holand 
and the Army. He loſt his right Hand at the 
Battle of Hochſtet, was in Favour with Queen 
Anne's laſt Miniſtry, and being ſuppoſed to 
be concerned in Layer's Plot, was com- 
mitted to the Tower; from whence on being 
diſcharged , he retired abroad, and died in 
Spain. Lord Elibank, if I am not miſtaken, 
has married his Daughter, and in her Right 
has this Palace with a large Eſtate in the 


Provinces. gs 
The Englich Church here is an handſom tes 
Building. The private Contributions not (u'-WW s 
acing to compleat it, the British Parliamenting ud 
1712 gave 2500 |. for that Uſe. The Bisho 8 
of London is Ordinary of this, and the Churci zor 
at Amſterdam. lowed 
There is a neat Zewish . Synagogue late wen 


built here, into which any one may go on 
Saturday to ſee their Worship. 

The famous Monſieur Bayle lived alſo in! 
little Houſe on the Boompjer, but did nd: 
much enjoy the Pleaſure of the Oe: Hy 
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Books and Study conſtituted his ſupreme 
Delight : He knew no other, and led the Life 
ofa true Philoſopher. He was meanly pro- 
vided with the Goods ct Fortune, havin 

nothing but what he received from his Book- 
ſellers; for the Penſion of 600 Florins, or 6 
J. which he had from the Town of Rotterdam, 
as honorary Profeſſor of Philoſophy , was ſoon 
taken from him. Monſ. Furieu , * and the 
Conſiſtory of the French Churci not approving 
ſome Things in his Writings, repreſented him 
as a dangerous Man to the Magiſtrates ,. and 
got his Salary taken from him. He died in 
1707. and left many Works behind him, of 
which the moſt celebrated is his Hiſtoricall and 
Critical Dictionary, which has long been the 
Entertaiument and Delight of Men of the moſt 
different Taſtes, and the common Place of 


the 

* Monſieur Ferien, who had a noble 7:a! for Re- 
ſigion, and wa, beſides a Perſon of very conſiderable 
(ntereſt , ought to have endeavoured to bring over Mr, 
Bayle , If he errd , and not have driven him to Poverty, 


ind thereby reduced him to ſupport himſelf by ſuch 


Means as he could, On this Occaſion the French Cler- 
pyman acted neither with the Subtlety of the Serpent, 
nor the Innocence of the Dove. He ought to have fol- 
lowed the Example of the Miniſters of State who, when 
they have to do with an able and enterprizing Man, 
bring him over, and make him their own by good Uſage, 
It is evident, that Monſieur Bayle adapted all his Wri- 
tings, to the prevailling Tafte of the Age in which be 
wrote, and to all kinds of Readers; in effet of which 
there was not 4 Philoſopher , Divine, Phyſician , Man 
of Wit or Letters, or Libertine in Exrope , that did not 
either purchaſe , or read * Works. 
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the ſuperficial Scholar, the Wit, and the Tj. 
bertine. One would indeed imagine ite tie 
Work not of one, but of ſeveral different 
Pens. In it are ſeen the refined Critick , the 
profound Philoſopher, the obſcene Irifler, 
and the dubious or diſguis'd Atheiſt. Were 1 
Perſon of ſufficient Abilities, and as ſtrong)y 
inclined to the Propagation of Virtue, as the 
Author was to the Subverſion of it, to compile 
all that make ſor the firſt into one Volume out 
of Bayle's four, ſuch a Collection would be 
the richeſt Piece of Hiſtorical and Critical Li. 
terature in the World; and its Weight in Gol 
were too ſmall a Price for it. Monſieur Sauriy 
in ſeveral Parts of his Writings has with great 
Juſtneſs, and but too much to the Life, drawn 
the Portrait of this unaccountable great Man, 
„ He was, ſays that excellent Author, one o 
„ thoſe extraordinary Men, whom it is difficult 
„ to reconcile with themſelves, and whoſe op. 
„ poſite Qualities give us room to doubt, 
,, whether we ought to conſider him as the, do 
„ beſt, or the worſt of Men. On the one, nit 
„ hand, he was a great Philoſopher , who | 
„ knew how to diſtinguizh Truth fron 


„ Falshood; who could at one View perceie , wh 
„ all the Conſequences of a Principle, andthe , Fu: 
„Chain, or Series, in which they were link, the 
„together; on the other he was a great, and 
„ Sophiſt , whoundertook to confound 1 ruti, Sid 
„ with Falshood, and knew how to deduct, fey, 


„ Fail 
* Serm, de Saurin, Tom, III. 
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Li. ,, falſe Inferences (rom the Hypotheſes he ad- 
de, vanced. On the one hand, he was a Man 
ren „ of Learning and Knowledge, who had read 
„the , all chat could be read, and remember'd 
fler, , all that could be remember'd; on the other, 
ret, he was ignorant, or at leaſt affected to be 
ng, ſo, ofthe moſt common Things, in reſpect 
s the „ to which he propoſed ſuch Difficulties, as 
pile „ had been anſwer'd a thouſand Times. On 
ot, the one hand, he attack'd the moſt eminent 
d be „ Men, open'd a large Field of Labour for 
, them , led them thro'the moſt difficult Ways, 
old, and if he did not get the better of them, at 
unn, leaſt gave them great 1lrouble to get the 
ren , better of him; on the other, he made uſe 
aw „ of the worſt of Authors, to whom he was 


Man , lavish of his Praiſes, frequently diſgracing 


neon. his Writings by citing ſuch Names, as no 
cu, learned Man ever mentioned. On the 
e op:, one haud , he was free, at leaſt in 
ubt, , Apperance, from all the Paſſions that 
the,, do not. conſiſt wich the Spirit of Chriſtia- 
„ nity ; grave in Diſcourſe, temperate in 


tron, living; on the other, he employ'd the 


ceivell,, whole Force of his Genuis to ſubvert the 
the, Fundamentals of Moralicy , and attack'd to 
ink, the utmoſt of his Power, Modeſty, Chaſtity 
crete, and all the Chriſtian Virtues. On the one 


| ruth 
>Guce 
falle 


, Side, he appeals to the Tribunal of the moſt 
ſevereOrthodoxy, has recourſe to the pureſt 

79 Sour- 
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„his Diet, and auſtere in his Manner of 
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„ Sources, and borrows his Arguments from 


„the leaſt ſuſpeted Authorities; on the other, 
„ he treads in the Footſteps of Hereſies, ad- 
„ Vances the Objections of the ancient He. 
„ Teliarchs over again, lends them new Arms, 
„ and in the preſent collects all the Errors of 
„ paſt Ages. May this Man, who was endow'd 
„„ with ſo many Talents, be acquitted before 
„ God for the ill Uſe he made of them! May 
„ that Jas vs, whom he ſo often attack'd, have 
„ Expiated his Sins! 

Near the great Chureh is the little obſcure 
Houſe, where the great ERasmus was born, 


which is ſignified by his Picture, and this 
Diſtich over the Door: 


Adibut bis ortus , mundum decoravit ERASMuVs 
Artibus ingenuis , religione , fide , 


That is, ERAs Mus, who adorned the World 
with Arts and Sciences, Religion and Virtue, 
was born here. There are other Inſcriptions 
of the ſame Nature in Spaxish and Dutch. Hard 
by in the great Market- place ſtands the Statue 
of this great Man, it is larger than the Life, 
of Braſs, but Plain. It repreſents him ſtanding 
in the Habit of a Doctor, a Fur- gown and Cap, 
with a Book in one Hand, and the other upon 
it, as going to turn over a Leaf. Little Chil- 
dren are ſometimes ſeen waiting at this ſtatue, 
till the Clock of the great Church ſtrikes the 
hour, having been told that every time Eras 
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mus heard it, he turned over a Leaf. On the 


Pedeſtal is a magnificent Latin Inſcription in 
Praiſe of this great Man, and they have alſo 
his Picture, which was ſent from Baſil in 
Switzerland four Years before his Death. He 
was born in 1467. and died at Friburg in Aiſace 
1526, King Philip II. and his whole Court 
came to Rotterdam, only to ſee the Houſe 
where Eraſmus was born. His Countrymen 
in all Ages may quote him againſt ſuch as 
reproach them with the Epigrammatiſt's Auris 
Þatava : So great is the Honour, which 
ſometimes redounds to whole Cities and Na- 
tions from one great Man's being born a- 
mongſt them 

On the Market place, which is a large Bridge, 
or Arch, they talk of erecting a new Stathouſe: 
and indeed Rotterdam wants a better than it 
now has. It is probable however , that they 
will be in no haſte about this, but allow them- 
ſelves ſome time to breathe between finishing 
their EKxchance, an expenſive Work, which 


has lately been compleated , and entering upon 
another, which cannot be erected bur at far 
greater Charges. The Chemin, or Land-houſe, 
is a lofty modorn Structure. Its Front is of 
Free ſtone, adorned with Fret- Work, and in 
particular a ſpread Eagle much larger than the 


Life. It is a bold Piece of Sculpture, and 
| de- 
* See what is ſaid above on theſe Words of Martial, p. 
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deſervedly eſteem'd. It is a pity the Duzch 
had not as good Architects, as they have Sta- 
tuaries and Carvers. The Statues and Groupes 
on the Fronts of their Buildings are like Orna- 


ments to the deform'd, which only ſerve to 


make their Uglineſs more conſpicuous. The 
Admiralty of the Maes is here, and near it the 
Dock, which is very large, and where they 
are always either building or refitting Men of 
War. But the largeſt Ships of this Juris- 
diction lie at Zeivorrſiuys. as the more com- 
modious Station, that Place being on the 
Ocean. It requires both time en trouble 
to work a large Ship from the Dock of Rot- 
terdam to the Sea. The Gla/shouſe here it 
one of the beſt in the feven Provinces : it 
makes Abundance of glas Toys, and enamell'd 
Bowls, which are ſent to India, and exchang d 
for China Ware, and other Oriental Commo- 
dities. 

Rotterdam has four Churches, to which 
there are twelve Miniſters, each of whom has 
a Salary of an hundred and ſeventy Pounds 
paid out of the Revenues of the City. The 
largeſt Church is that of St. Lawrence, from 
the Steeple of which there is a fine Froſpect of 


Delft, Leyden , Dort, and without doubt, the 


greateſt Part of South Holland, tho' I could 
never ſee Amſierdam irom it, the Weather 
being always thick, when I happen'd to be 
on the Tower. 'I his Church is very large. A 


magnificent bras Balluſtrade of exquiſite 
Work- 
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Workmanship ſeparates the Choir from the 
Nave. The Miniſters catechiſe, marry, Ec. 
and the Presbytery of the Town , and the 
Synod of the Province aſſemble in the Choir, 
which is alſo uſed on ſeveral other occaſions. 

The Promotions made in the Schools here 
are celebrated with no ſmall Solemnity in the 
Choirs, thoſe Seminaries of Learning being 
very much the Care of the Government of the 
United Provinces. The Scholars, with five 
or {ix Maſters or Profeſſors, repair hither 
twice a Year at fixed times. The former 
perform certain Exerciſes before the Deputies 
of the Senate, who are generally the moſt 
eminent Perſons for their Learning, attended 
by ſome of the Clergy. The Rector, or firſt 
Profeſlors , opens the Aſſembly with a short 
Speech in Praiſe of Literature and the Civil 
Magiſtracy, under whoſe Protection and En- 
couragement it is made to flourish. The Youth 
then, who are to remove to the Univerſity, 
pronounce each an Oration of almoſt half an 
Hour in length, on different Subjects; as in 
Praiſe of William I. Prince of Orange, and the 
other Princes of that illuſtrious Houſe ; of Henry 
IV. of France, and Queen Elizabeth of England, 
their Protectors; of Eraſmus, from whom the 


School is called Schola Eraſmiana; on the Dig- 
| nity, Ornament, and Utility of found Lear- 
ning to aState: in Praiſe of Commerce and In- 
duſtry, with ſevere Invectives againſt Idleneſs 
and Paſſion; on Fortitudo, Patience, Concord, 
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and the other moral Virtues. They conclude 
with a Compliment to their Maſters for their 
Care of them, and to the Magiſtrates ſor 
honouring them with their Preſence on tha: 
Occaſion; and laſtly they take leave of thcir 
School-fellows, whom they exhort to purſue 
their Studies, and to live in Love with each 
other. The principal Magiſtrate then preſents 
each of them with ſome Claſſick Author, finely 
bound and gilt. The Juniors, who are remov'd 
to an higher Claſs, or Form, advance into the 
middle, and make the Magiſtrate and their 
Maſters a Compliment in a Sentence or two 
either of Verſe or Proſe. The Organs, which 
are the largeſt in the Country, play before and 
after this Solemnity. 

And this brings us to the third and Jaſt great 
City in the Neighbourhood of the Aague. 


A 
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NAM SOBRE ee eme 
The City of LEVY DEN. 


E DEN is no more than three Hours, or 
about nine Miles, from the Hague, and 
as many from Det. To each of thoſe Cities 
eight Boats ſet out every Day at certain Hours: 
as alſo to Haeriem, and from thence to Amſter- 
dam, from whence Leyden is only fix Hours 
diſtant; but croſſing the Lake of Haerlem with 
a fair Wind, it is only three. | 
Next to the four Capitals, which, I call Rome, 
London, Paris, and Amſterdam, Leyden is one of 
the largeſt and moſt beautifull Cities in Europe, 
It is fortified, as are all the other Towns in 
the ſeven Provinces, with a ſtrong Ramparc 
of Earth and a very broad Foſſé, or Canal, 
ſo that it is capable of ſuſtaining a Siege. 'The 
Citiæens are able to lay the whole Country about 
them under Water, as was done by Advice of 
the Prince oſ Orange, during the famous Siege 
which they ſuſtained againit the Spanish Army 
in 1574. They had Recourſe to the deſperate 
Remedy of cutting the Banks of the Mazrand 
Lei, by which all the neighbouring Country 
was turn'd into a kind of Sea, and 1500 
Spaniards were drowned before they could 
retire. The beſieged were reducedto extraor- 
dinary Straits, and forced to make Paper 
Money , which was afterwards changed into 
two Pieces, of Silver of different Value. They 
| O 6 had 
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had theſe i,evends upon them, Hoc libertatir 
ergo, and, Pugno pro patria; which is as much 
ns to ſay; alluding to the Occaſion, Theſe Mi. 
ſeries we ſuffer for the ſake of our Liberty, and in 
defending our Country. And on the Reverſe are 
the Initials, N O. U. L. S. G I. P. A. C. that 
Is, Nummus obſeſſe urbis Lugduncnſis ſub guber- 
natione illuſtriſſimi principis Auriaci cuſus. In 
Englich, The Money of the beſieged City of Ley- 
den, coined during the Government of the mo[? il- 
luſtrious Prince of Orange. Whilſt great Num- 
bers were dying of Famine, a Body of the Ci- 
tizens went toadrian Vander Mer, one of their 
Magiſtrates, and told him they muſt either 
furrender, ordie of Hunger: Upon which that 
magnanimous Perſon ſaid to them, Friends, 
here Tam, kill me if you pleaſe, and divide me 
among /t you: for it ii the ſame Ting to megvbetlcr 
IJ die Ly your Hands, or thoſe of our Enemies. A 
Year after this terrible Siege, the Univerſity 
was ſounded by the States, to reward the lu- 
Habitants for their Courage and Sufferings. 

It is called / ugdunum Batavorum,to diſtinguish 
it from Lyons in France. Hengeſt Caſtle, or the 
Berg, ſaid to be built by Hengeſt the Saxon, as 
a Trophy for his Conqueſt of England, is ſituate 
in the middle of the City, in an Angle formed 
by the Channels of the Ola and New Rhine, and 
is planted with Trees. From the Top of it is 

nan extenſive Proſpect of the adjacent Country 
and Villages, the Lake of Haerlem, and the 
Downs, or Sand hills. Some Antiquarians 
CON» 
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contend, that it was built by the * Roman, a3 
a Garriſon for one of their Legions. There is 
2 Well here, out of which, it is ſaid, the 
Inhabitants tooka Fish alive, when the Palace 
was almoſt famish'd during the Siege, that was 
shewn to the Enemy over the Wall, in order 
to diſeourage the Beſiegers, by making their 
Condition ſeem better than it was. | his Well 
is now dried up. It is ſuppoſed to have been 
the Mouth ofa ſubterraneous Paſſage to Catwick 
on the Sea, which is about four Miles off. 
The pleaſanteſt Street in Leyden is the Rapen- 
burg. It has a fine Canal, over which are ſeve- 
ral handſome Bridges of Stone with iron Rails, 
Eeach Side of it isadorned with a Row of Lotty 
Trees, and the Streets (as well as thoſe of all 
the other Cities of Holland) have a ſmall De- 
clivity towards the Canal; ſo that they can 
never be dirty even after the greateſt Rains, 
The Street that leads from the Hague's Gate 
to that of Nrecbt, is very long, broad, and 
alry , 
| * The moſt received Etymology of the World Lugdue 
raum favours this Opinion; Legio and Danum, from hav- 
ing been the Station of a Reman Legion; Dauum ſignity- 
ing an Hill, or Mount, We may here take Occalion to 
obſerve the great Alterations Time produces in proper 
Names. At firſt this Piece of Antiquity was called the 
© Pers, that is, the Hill ; but it was atterwards named the 
© Rirg, or Town. As moſt Cities owe their Origin to. 
# ſome Caſtle , or Fort, as long as this ſtood alome it re- 
# tained its Nime of Berg; but when the Country People 
began to build Houſes round it tor their better Security, 
it probably changed its Name to the Burg, or To W n. 


O7 
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airy, and is the moſt frequented. The third 
principal Street is that of Haerlem. It has a 
Canal called the Old Rhine, upon which ate 
many fine Bridges, tiat ſerve for Merket- place: 
to the City. | 
The principal Church, called St. Peter's, is 
a very large Building. The Tower, which 
was very lofty, fell down in 1512. and 
did Abundance of Damage. It was built 
bending , or inclining to one Side, a Picce 
of ArchiteCtonic Ingenuity very common in 
thoſe Days. The pleople however, Who 
had Occaſion to paſs by theſe bending 
Towers frequently, would probably have 
been. better pleaſed if the Architects of 
them had employ'd their Skill in a different 
Manner. 
L:iyden has given Birth to many eminent 
erſons; but to none ſo famous as the Taylor, 
John of Leyden, King of the Munſter Ana- 
bsptiſts. The Diſorders occaſioned by that 
crack- brained Fellow , unluckily happen'd 
during the Change of Religion , to the no 
ſmall Prejudice of the Reformation of Germans) 
and the Netherlands. Having ſeized Munſter, 
the Capital of Weſtphalia, John forced the 
People to treat him as King, and wore a 
Crown of Gold. When he went abroad, this 
great Monarch had always two Harbingers 
before him, of whom one carried a Sword, 
and the other a Bible. All who did not fall 
down , and worship him, were REY 
en- 
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ſentenced to die, and executed. He cauſed one 
of his Concubines to be put to Death tas 
deſpiſing his pretended Inſpirations. Ihe 
Bishop of Munſter beſieg d the Place, and 
John made the poor People ſuſſer as much 
as Saguntum or Feruſalem ſuſſer'd from Han- 
nihal and Nſpaſian, aſſuring them all the while 
of a miraculous Deliverance. The Town 
was taken at laſt, and the mock King, with 


| his two principal Aſſociates, were ſent in 


Deriſion about the Country. He was atter- 


| wards put to Death by having his Flesh torn 


off with red hot Pinchers. 'I he Table, on 
which this Taylor uſed to fit at Work, is 


| ſtill kept; but in my Opinion, the Citizens 


might as well throw it into the Foſſè, as nei- 
ther the Shop-board, nor him that ſat on it, 
can be ſuppoſed to do them any Honour : 


| For certainly the beſt Thing a City can do 


in reſpect to ſuch infamous Members, is to 
have them forgot as ſoon us poſſible. The 


| People of Leyden have a much nobler Curio- 


ſity to shew , than this Taylor's Table: It is 


| the fine Painting done by Luke of Leyden , 
| repreſenting the Day of Judgment. The Em- 
6 * Rodoiph ſer ſo high a Value upon it, that 


e offer'd as many Pieces of Gold for it, as 


would cover it. The Hoſpitals here are nume- 


rous, and well taken care of. The Hall for exa- 


| Wining and ſealing of Cloth , of which an hun- 


derd thouſand Pieces are ſaid co be made here 


every Lear, is a fine Building. The Mall lies 


without 
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without the Hague's Gate along the Canal, but 
is far inferior Beauty to that ot Utrecht. It 
The other remarkable Things here are, MW Me: 
the Univerſity, the Library, and the Anato- Uni 
my hall, or Theatry, where, amongſt a thou- IM ſeve 
ſand other Curioſites mention'd by Writersof Dre 
Travels, there are ſome Heathen, Reliques or 


mas 
Idols, and two Egyptian Mummies, of which WW har: 
one is that of a King of Egypt, believed to be T 
1800 Yeurts old. Ihe wonderful Art of em- this 
balming and preſerving human Bodies for ſo is p 
many Centuries, is ab ſoutely loſt ; nor can tions 
we have any Inſight into it from the niceſt ¶ brua. 
Enquiries into theſe dry Remains. The Phy- Wrors 
ſick Garden is another Curioſity. The In- matic 
ſcription on old Cizj:t1sr's Tomb, like moſt the 
others upon Monuments, flatters him a little. Ware c 
The Poet in extolling this Profeſſor of Bota- ¶ place 
ny, who died in 1619. ſays wittily enough. who 
Non potuit pures hic querere Cluſius berbas, 120 0 
Ergo novas campis querit in Elyſius. Ihe E 
Since no more Herbs the Earth to Cluſius yields , has lo 
New ones be ſeeks in tbe Elylian Fields, gone 
ſtorial 


It is certain, ſince Ciaſius's Time this Gar- Nye 
den has been exceedingly enrich'd with new Nen 
Plants by his Succeſlors, and particularly the E * 
incomparable Boerhaade. Of all the diflerent Rsare 0 
Branches of the Art of Phyſick, this is per- their 
Haps the Branch, in which that great Man NAvocg 
took moſt Delight. F bre Ne 
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It were endleſs to enumerate all the eminent 
Men, who have adorned this, and the other 
Univerſities of the United Provinces, of whom 
ſeveral were Foreigners. Scaliger, Salmaſius , 
Drelincourt, &c. were French; and many Ger- 
mans ;as Spanheim , Grevius, Gronovius, Ger- 
hard, Joh. Voſſius, and Bockeſman. 
The Credit of the Univerũty of Leyden is at 
this day well ſuſtained by VITRIARIUS, who 


tions. s' GRAVESANDE died the 29. of Fe- 
bruary 1742. He is ſucceeded by Mr. Lu- 
Lors, Profeſſor of Philoſophy and the Mathe- 
maticks. Bux MAN; Profeſſor of Hiſtory, and 
the Greek and Latin Tongues, or, as they 
are called, the Belles Lettres died in 1711. His 
place is well ſupplyd by Mr. HemsTERAviIs , 
who has been made Profeſſor in Greek & in the 
Hiſtory of Holland; and ALzixus and Gau- 
Ezius, for Phyſick ; and a SCHULTENS, for 
the Hebrew and Oriental Languages. Utrecht 
has loſt Orro, an eminent Civinal , who is 
gone to ſettle at Breemen, as one ofthe Conſi- 
ſtorial Judges of that Imperial City. Barge 
Brac, by Birth a Frenchman is ſtill at Gronin- 
geben. He is the Glory of that Univeriity , 
Band attracts many Students toit, eſpecially ſuch 
as are deſirous to apply themſelves diligently to 
their Studies. And indeed the Amuſements and 
EAvocations of that cold out of the way Place, 
re Neither very numerous, nor very attrac- 
| | ting. 
* He died about half a Ycar ago, 


e- 


is Profeſſor of the Law of Nature and na- 
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ting. In effect of his Knowledge of the French 
Literature, he illuſtrates and enriches ſome 
Parts of the Science he profeſſes, which are 
in their own Nature dry enough. He has 
juſt made a very valuable Preſent to the Repub. 
lick of Letters. It is Collection of the Treaties 
of Peace of the Ancients from the Greek and 
Roman Authors, Illuſtrated with learned and 
curious Notes, ip two Volumes in Folio. It is 
intituled, The Hi/tory of ancient Treaties, and is 
inſcribed to his moſtSerene Highneſs thePrince 
of Orange, Statholder of the Province and may 
be conſider d as the firſt Part ofthe Grand Curr 
Dipiomatique, in twenty one Volumes in Folio; 
which laſt Collection, vaſt as it is, begins no 
higher than Charlemagne's Time, Anno Chr ibi 
800. The Dutch Proteſſors are much in the 
wrong to diſparage the Learning of France, and 
to render it contemptible, as they affect to do, 
to their Scholars. There are ſolid Writers 
of that Nation , as well as of others; and it 
is a bad Sign, when any Body of Men, or 
Nation, begin to look upon themſelves us Al 
ſufficient, and above receiving the Aid ofnew 
Lights from another. It would have been 
incongruous, and contrary to Order, in the 
Conſtitution of the World, that any Being of 
the ſame Species and Nature, and Inhabitants 
of the fame Earth, should be all ſufficient, an 
independent of the reſt. Hat it been ſo, "my 
140 
* I make no doubt but the French Proteſſouts rctuil 
the ſame Compliment to the Datch. 
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had been room for an Aſphen/ſus to ſtep in, 
nnd rectify the Miſtakes commited informing 
the intellectual and rational World, as well 
as the the imaginary Inconſiſtencies, which he 
thought he hed diſcover'd in the material 
World, he mutual intercourſe and Depen- 
dency of every Individual of this great Family 
of Markind, is one of the molt amiable and 
harmonius Syſtems, and Matters for Contem- 
plation , that can employ the Mind of Man. 

As the Univerſities ot the Netherlands are fa- 
mous, and much reſorted to by the Youth of 
Great Britain and Ireland, it will not perhaps 
be unacceptable to the Reader, to give as full, 
but comprehenſive, an Account of them in 
this Place as the Plain of our Deſign will ad- 
mit, 


The 
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is 2 

The UNIVERSITIES of the United N 
Provinces. The 

d five Univerſities I ufe 

. HERE and five Univerſities uſe- 
2 5 85 T in the United Provinces, Och 
They have all been inſtituted ſince the Retor- W Pro 
mation, and endow'd out of the Revenucs the 
of the old Monaſterics. 1 Col 
| { The Univerſity of LEvypry Whe 
E TORTeS, is in the Province of Hollaud, Thi 
and is the ancienteſt, having been founded by and 
the States in 1575. as bas been mentioned be- Elta 
tore, on a very honourable Occaſion , to re- Pon 
ward the Inhabitants for their Bravery in Vari 
ſuſtaining a famous Seige of almoſt half a Year in t. 
againſt the Spaniards. bett. 
The Univerſity of UTzxcaT, in the Pro- W Thei: 
vince of the ſame Name, was changed from nd ] 
a School into an Univerſity in 1636. but it of tt 
has not all the Privileges of the other Uni- The ; 
verſities , being intirely ſubject to the Magi- nw 
ſtrates of the City. annu 
That of FRANEEER in the Province of IF turn: 
Frieſſland, which is reckon'd the third in Cogr 
Note, was founded in 1584. Unis 
That of GronIxGHEN , the Capital of the N Ref, 
Province ſo called, was founded in 16149. W Red 
And that of HarperRwyck was converted three 


from a Schola Jlluſtris into an Univerſity in 


1648, It is in the Province of Guelderland , and 
| | is 
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is an ancient Building, which was formerly 
a Monaſtery. 1 F . 

3 The Buildings of the Univer- 
Their Buildings. ſities are old * mean. They 
conſiſt only of ſome few Halls, which are 
uſed on publick Occaſions, and for Libraries. 
Ocher Uſes were formerly made of them. The 
Profeſſors, who hire Houſes in what Part of 
the Towns they pleaſe, hold their private * 
Colleges at home. The Scudents alſo lodge 
where they think fit ia the Univerſity Lowns. 
This very much diminishes the beautifulOrder 


and Grandeur, that ought to adorn theſe noble 
| Eſtablichments. 


But the Want of external 


Pomp is well made amends for by the great 


| Variety of uſuful and ſolid Learning taught 
in them. The Schools of Leyden are rather 
better and more contiguous than the reſt. 

| Their Government 


The Government of theſe 


and Jurisdiction. Univyerſities is not alike in all 


of them: but it would be tedious to deſcend 
| The Rector Mag- to particulars on this Head. In 


ni ſcus. 


general, the Rector Magnificus is 


annually choſen out of the ſeveral Faculties by 
turns, and with the Academical Senate his 
Cognizance of all Civil Cauſes, and in ſome 
Univerſities, Criminal alſo; in which the 
Rector paſſes Sentence without Appeal. The 
Rector of Leyden was formerly choſen out of 
three return'd to the Statholder, and now to 


the 
® Courſes or Lectures in the foreign Univerſities are 


is | called Colleges. 
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the States, who are repreſented to the Cura. 
tors. The Curators are Perſons of Rank and 
Character. They preſide at the Calls of new 
Profeſſors , aſſiſt at the Funeral Orations of 
thoſe that die, and are in a manner the Pa. 
trons and Sovereings of the Univerſity. 


The Academical Senate con. 
2 ſts of certain Number of Pro. 
feſlors, choſen out of the ſevye. 
ral Faculties, with the Rector at their 
Head. On extraordinary Occaſions ſome 
of the Curators, or, if the Univerſity be 
ſubje& to the City, of the Burgomaſters, 
are called in by way of Collegues, or ſuperior 
Aſſiſtants. 


Habit of the Pro- 
feſſors and Stud ents. 


The Profeſſors, when they 
read Lectures, or preſide in 


Gouns ; but not otherwile. The Students 
wear no diſtin&t Habits: ſo that the external 


Marks and Face of Learning are more con 


ſpicuous elſewhere thaa here. 


Seiences which they 
teach. 


Succes. 


to extenſive Learning 


epgrolled by Divinity. 


publick Diſputations, wers 


All the Sciences and learn. 
ed Languages are taught here 
| with extraordinary Care and 
No Science has the Preference to 
another: they are all equally conſider'd, en 
couraged, and cultivated; ſo that in reſpe{Þ 
theſe Univerſities fa 
exceed thoſe of England. which ſeem to be 


The 


only to make thoice of them. 
very rarely invited hither, till they have 
commenced Authors, and given Specimens 
of their Learning and Abillities to the Pub- 
| lick. Hence we may reaſonably admit, that 
! theſe five Univerſities have in each of them 
E They from a kind of Cen- © Kind of Conſtellation 
© fellation of the Learned Of great and learned 
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Theſe great Seminaries have each three 
or four Divinity Profeſſors, as many of 
Phyſick, and two or three of Law; beſides 
others of Hiſtory , Languages, and Eloquence, 


or the Belles Lettres; Philoſophy , Mathe- 


maticks, the Greek and Roman Antiquities, 


and the Hebrew and Oriental Languages. 


Formerly they called 
many of their Pro- 
feſſors from the Re— 


P:ofeflors, from whence in 
cholen. 


| form'd Churches of France, who brought 
with them the Literary Riches of their own 


Country; now they chute them either out 
of their own Clergy, or the Scholz luſires, 
and Univerſities of Germany. As the En- 
couragement is greater in the United Pro- 
vinces than the Empire, the Curators have 
They are 


Men of Furobe. "Men ; eſpecially when 


we conſider the Emulation that prevails be- 


tween the States of the different Provinces, 
which shall have the greateſt Men to adorn 
their Univerſities, and attract Numbers of 
Students from all Parts of Europe, to enrich 
their Towns. In order to engage an emin- 

, ent 
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Greatly encouraged. ent Men to come to them, 

or to retain him when the 
have him, they do not ſcruple to double 
the uſual Salary. Thus the Magiſtrates of 
Utrecht, to keep Otto their Profeſſor of Law, 
advanced his Penſion from time to time, 


from 150 1. to 300 l. and upwards; an T 
handſome Income, without reckoning what cu 
he has from his Pupils, and the Bookſeller; WM 70/7 
for his excellent Works, in a State, where rea 
Prodigality is in Diſgrace , and Equipage of The 
Coaches, Horſes, c. not known amon; l 
thoſe who profeſs Letters. fore 

There are about fifteen or ſixteen Profes- Hor 
ſors, one with another, in each of theſe MW Con 
Univerſities; near eighty in all. of J 
8 The Profeſſors, one with ano. T 
| ther, have about 150 1 a Year mot 
from their Sovereigns the States, or the the 
Magiſtrates, according to their Foundation. ohe 
This they have over and above what they they 
make of the Students, and their learned priv, 
Labours, when they think fit to make them aud 
publick. : of th 

Thus, with an Occonomy that becomes ttt 
the Wiſdom of the Commonwealth, the ende 
Sciences are maintained in extraordinary Lu- 
ſtre in all the five Univerſities at the annual Mt diitir 
Expence of about 12,000 l. which Sum, to Mor 
ſpeak within Bounds, is reſunded twelve in th 
Times over to the State by the foreign stu- lege: 
dents, who come hither from all Parts of Ov: 


Europe. 
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Europe. In conſequence , Univerſities, which 
are a great Charge to the Publick in other 
Countries, in this they bring in a great annual 
Revenue; beſides which, the Natives have 
the Education of their own Youta into the 
Barzain, 

The Libraries are well ſurnish'd , and par- 
ticularly rich in Manuſcripts ; in which laſt 
Joſepb Scaliger, M. Varduer, and Golius were 
great Beneſactors to the Univeriity of Leyden. 
The Anatomy Chamber is deſervedly famous 
all over Europe as is the Piyfſick Garden for 
foreign Plants, brought (rom the Cape of Good 


| Hope, and the Eaſt Tudi:s ES the Eaſt India 


Company; which may be conſider'd as a kind 
of Tribute paid by Commerce tothe Sciences, 

The Number of Students, one Year with 
| another, is ſeven or eight hundred in each of 


| the Univerſities of Leyden and Ui echt; in the 
ocher three 
they are not ſo numerous. 


, Wwhici lie more out of tie way, 
They all live in 
private Lodgings. ex:2pt thirty 07 forty Poles 
and Hungarians, io have a College in each 


Jof the Univerſities „were they are maintained 


at the publick Expence, which are the only 
endow'd Foundations here. 


The Students, as above ob! 2 , have no 
diſtinct Habits, but are almoſt a always in their 
Morning Gowns. Eſpecially thoſe that Study 
in the Theology, in which they attend the Col- 
leges, and walk in the Streets and Mall with- 
out the City. Many do not dreſs once a Week 

and 
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and ſome not once a Month. Dreſs is not at yet 
all regarded at Leyden, and rich Clothes are in N wo 
a kind of Contempt there. In Utrechi they pre” 
affect more Politeneſs, and always go abroad and 
dreſt. They all wear Swords, and the Students io 2 
of Leyden, tho' in their Gowns, cannot re. Witt 
ſolve to leave their Rapiers at home; ſo that Hof t 
were a flying Party of the Enemy to appear WW too 
unawares before the Town, the Students are MM uſa; 
in ſome meaſure provided for their Defence, ¶ got 
if their Gowns did not embarraſs them too W onc: 
much. In thoſe looſe Gowns, with Swords and 
on, Perukes, Hats, brown Slippers, aud a tour 
Book or two often under their Arms, they and 
make an odd groteſque Figure enough in the 
Eyes of Strangers, and reſemble Chriſtian 
Franks on their return from Cornlantinop!r, 
or Smyrna, in the ſame Garb they carry 
thither. 

The Students, beſides other Immunitics, 
are exempted from Taxes on Wine and 
Beer; ſo that every one lays in a Quantity 
of the former, which, it the ſame French 
Wine the Dutch drink, he has at the Rate of 
five or ſix Pence a Bottle. With this they 
entertain one another in their Chambers, {or 
there are no Taverns here. 

The Students are ſent hither by their 
Parents without Goveruors or Tutors of any 
kind, ſo that they are left intlrely to them- 
ſelves. They live as they pleaſe, and ſtudy 
as much, or as little as they think fit ; ard 
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yet perhaps there are no Univerſities in the 
World, where Sobriety and good Manners 
prevail fo much, and where filly Frolicks 
and Levity are ſo little known. The Youth 
in general app!y themſelves to their Studies 
with very great Aſſidaity and Succels, Many 
of them carry this to aa Exceſs , and hear 
too many Lectuces at the lame time. It is 


uſual, for Inftince, for a Student of Law to 


go thro' three or four Courſes of Lectures at 
once; 38 on the Inſtitutes, Pandects, Hiſtory, 
and Mathemarhicks ; io that they pals three or 
tour Hours every Day with che Profeſſors, 
and as many more at home to digeſt, and 
write out their Dictates in a fair hand, Thus 
they hardly allow themſelves Time to take a 
Turn in their delightful Walks, or a ſocial 
Glaſs in the Evenings. The Students of Pi1y- 
ſick are no lefs induſtrious, and, to ule the 
Expreſſion, Devourers of Learning. They 
often hear one Lecture in Puyſick, another 
in Anatomy, a third in Botany, and a fourth 
in Philoſophy, Mathemacicks, or Hiltory, at 


the ſame Time, 


It is no: eaſy to account for the extraardi- 


| nary Cange made in Youth, and all Perſons 


in general, in effect of reliding ſome Time in 
theſe Provinces. The Force of Example was 
never more evident than in this Effect Fru- 
gality in Expence, Order, a compoſed Be- 
haviour, Attention to Study, and Aſſi.luity in 


all Things, are the Characteriſticks of the 


P 2 Na- 
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Natives; and Strangers, who continue 
amongſt them, ſoon fall into their Manneis 
and Forms of living. What the philoſophick 
Hiſtorian ſaid of the Lacede monian State, may 
in a great meaſure be applied to this. * All 
« Lacedemon was like a great Volume, of 
«© whichevery Leaf was fi]Pd with fine Rulcs, 
„% and great Exzmples; that preſenting them- 
«& ſelves at all Times, and in all Places to the 
« Eyes of the People, made them inſerſibly 
% contract the ſame Way of thinking, and 
% forced them to reſemble what they could 
«© not but meet with every where.” 

In the Lectures, as well as on very other 
Occaſion , the Profeſſors shew great Care and 
Concern for the improvement of their Pupil-, 
They ſpeak very {Jow , and pronunce every 
Word very diſtinctly, in order that every 
one, who writes tolerably faſt. may not loſe a 
Syllable; or at leaſt, that two of them, by 
comparing Notes in private, may make out 
the whole Diſcourſe as perfectly as it came 
from the Mouth of him whodeliver'd it. J his 
is of ſingular Uſe, as well as leaſure to the 
Students Beſides Which, the Pains they take 
on ſuch Occaſions, imprints Things more 
ſtrongly in their Memories; and should thoſe 
fail, they may always have recourſe to their 
Manuſcripts, or written Books, which they 
carry with them when they quit the Univer- 
ſity. Thus, beſides the other Books, which 

the 
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che Profeſſors recommend to their reading, 
they have the Diſcourſes or Lectures of tae 
profeſſors themſelves, to which they may 
tucn , When they are not ſatisfied with the 
Senſe of a dead Author , or deſire a farther 
Explanation of it. 

If any Difficulties occur to the Student, he 


may have private Conferences with the Pro- 


| feſlors, who are extremely pleaſed to be con- 


ſuited upon ſuch Occaſions. 

The intelligent Reader will naturally ſup- 
poſe , that every Thing done here is in the 
Latin Tongue; and it is obſerved , that the 


Natives and Foreigners, who are caught to 


ſzeak and write that Language at the Grammar 
Schools here, are generally better prepared, 
than thoſe who come hither from Britain and 
Ireland. 


To conclude, the Profeſſors are treated with 


| great Regard and Veneration by the Scholars. 
| hey are in general very well bred humane 
| Men, and are quite Strangers to the Superci- 
| liouſneſs and haughty Airs too much aſlumed 
in other Places, Such Conduct ard Behaviour 
have ſo ſlrong an Effect upon the Minds of in- 
genuous Youth, as to make them a:hamed to 
fill short of it on their Side, and even fond 
of Occaſions to shew the higheſt Reſpect for 
their Tutors 


There are Abundance of Youtk of the prin- 


| ipal Nobility, and Princes, from moſt Coun- 
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And as every one may live as he plezſes, 
without being obliged to be profuſe in his Ex. 
perces, or ſo much as quitting: his Night-gown 
for Weeks or Months together; Foreigners of 
all Ranks aud Conditicns are to be ſeen here, 
As there are few Places where Students live 
more regular and retired , perhaps there are 
none, where they are under ſo few Refirain::, 
No Oaths are impoſed here, and not a Sy. 
Jable ſaid about Religion. Roman Cato ich, 
Greek, Jewish &c. Parents ſendtheir Children 
hither with as little Scruple as Proteſſauts. 
Degrees are not ſo much regarded here, nor 
in the other Proteſtant Univerſities of Europe, 
25 in thoſe of Oxford and Cambridge , where 
they are eſſential in all the learned Irofeſlion, 
except the Common Law, 

Though 150 l. or 2co Il. with what they 
receive from their Pupils, is a very tole- 
rable Proviſion for the Profeſſor, in a Country, 
where Frugality is held in Honour; they have 
three other Ways in their Power, not only cf 
improving their Fortunes, but of becoming 
very rich. Either they have Eſtates of their 
own, which is the Caſe of many; or they 
may marry very advantageouſly, As ther? 


are few Nobility in the Country, Gentlemen 
of their Profeſſion are held in ſingular Honour, 
They may pretend to the Alliance of the 
richeſt Families in the Commonwealth. A 
conſiderable Merchant, or Citizen, thinks 

his Daughter, with a Portion of fifty or ſixty 
e thouſand 
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thouſand Florins, 5 or 6-00 l. (I ſpeak ex- 
tremely within Compaſs ) hogourably diſpoſed 
of to one of them. Or laſtly, they may 
apply to Writing. The World has ſo high 
an Opinion of their Parts and Learning, that 
their Works are well received in moſt Coun- 
tries on the Continent of Europe. It is not to 
be doubted, but the States (many of whom 
are Perſons of great Learning themſelves) 
would make an Addition of 30 or 120 J. 2 
Year to their Salaries , if they thought tliere 
was any real Occaſion for it, and were not 
Lelirous the Profeſſors should ſupply their 
Wants by writing for the Preſs, and thereby 
augment the Reputation of their reſpective 
| Univerſities, 

It is certain, the Muſes may be too magni- 
ficently lodged , end too much 2: their gzſę; 
of which two of the be ſt endow'd and richeſt 
Univerſities in Azrope ſcein bad Proofs, Ju- 
dicious Foreigners have obſerved, that very 
few Books come from them but almoſt all 
| Works of Learning, printed iu their Country , 
from the Capital vt the Kingdom. 
| 1 Stall add here, that though the Province 
| of gta land and Query! have no Univerſities, 
they have Acedemies, or, as they are called, 
| Schole {lluſtres, in their Capitals Midaleburg 
and Deventer. 'l here are five or fix Maſters, 
or Profeilors, at each of theſe Schools, not 
only for the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew 
Tongues, but Hiſtory , Philoſophy, and 1 1 
2 4 g cle 
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Belles Letirtes, but eſpecially Lopick and Rhe. 
LOrick. Two great Purpoſes, in conſequence, 
are anſwer'd by theſe Eſftabiis!\ments. Such 
us are not deſigned for the three learned 
Profeſſions, content themſelves with the goed 
T*fte of the Sciences they imbibe here; upon 
which, and the Languages, they beitow ix 
or ſeven Years, from nine or ten, till about 
ſf:ztecn or ſeventeen: But thoſe who propoſe 
a iarther Progreſs, may be inſtructed beyond 
the Flements and Foundations in theſe Acade- 
mies, and thereby make the Lectures and Dis. 
Cine of the Univerſities eaſy and dceligiitiul 
to them. 

In moſt of the other Cities of the ſeven 
Provinces Academies of the ſame kind are 
CitaLlizn'd; and at Amſiordan there is a very 
OH THC, wicole fix Profeflors are erploy'd 
to read Lectures in the ſeveral Faculties. 
Ihe Houſe was formerly the Church of ths 
Monaſtery of St. Agnes, and was converted 
to this Uſe in 1631. here is an equally nu- 
merous and polite Audience at theſe Lectures; 
wl:ence it appears, that the Noiſe end 
Hurry of Trade do not prevent the Duicl 
from improving themſelves in the Culti— 
vation of Philoſophy , and the other Paits 
of Learning. 

'lheſe Seminraries for the Fdncation of 
Youth are Inſtitutions between the Grammer 
Schools and Univerſities of other Countries, 
and are well adapted to the two PRO 
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juſt mention d. Country Gentlemen in par- 


ticular , who chuſe to reſide upon their 
Lands, and the Gentlemen of the Army, 
who uſually enter early into the Service as 
Voluntiers , in order to their more ſpeedy 
Promotion, here lay in a Stock of Lan- 
guages and polite Learning , that raiſes them 
above the Vulgar , and with the French 
Tongue qualifies them for the Converſation 
of Strangers, who are very numerous in 
the Provinces. 


CuAE. 
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GRHRAP VIE 


The Tous of the PROVINCES. 


C3" of the firſt Things 2 Stranger is as%'d 
at the Hague is, whether he has mad: 
the Tour of the Provinces; a Tour made with 
ſo much Eaſe, both to his Perſon and Pocket, 
with ſuch exquiſ ty Pleaſure from the great Vx 
riety of new and beautiful Objects which per- 
petually occur, and in fo short a Time, that 
there are very ſew who neglect to make it; 
but ſome with far leſs Delight and Advantage 
than others. This is owing to their own Neglect 
in not having prepared themſelves for it by 1 
little Reading and Information. With theſe 
Helps it is almoſt impoſſible to ſee ſo many 
diverſiſy'd Scenes and Objects, without being 
agreeably entertained or improved, according 
to the Traveller's natural Turn of Mind, and 
the End he propoſes to himſelf. The province 
of Holland only has been often called the Com- 
endium of the Univerſe: And indeed all the 
3 of the Earth inhabit this ſmall Spot; all 
Languages are ſpoke , and all the different 
Modes of Religion are exerciſed in it. The 
Roman Cathelick, Mahometan, Per ſian, Chineſe, 
end other Heathens are here to be ſeen at their 
Worship, with their Habits, Cuſtoms, and 
daily Intelligence from the remoteſt Corners oi 
the Globe. Here alſo is the Seat of Politicks, 
and General Aſſembly of all the crown'd Heads 
of the Weſtern World 1 in the Perſons of * 
[- 


; 
22 
5 
4 


* 
I 2 7 
We 
# 
by 
3: 
W 
A 
f 


. . c r — 2 n * . 5 


e. 347 
Miniſters and Ambaſſadors; a well conſtituted 
Government, wiſe Laws, and an excellent Mi- 
niſtry, with clear Heads and clean Hands, ior 
the Imitation of Statesmen ; an unparallel'd 
Decency, Order, and Regularity inall Things, 
for Magiſtrates ; Fleets, a boundleſs Com- 
merce, with inexhauſtible Methods and Secrets 
of Trade, for the Improvement of Mercnants; 
well-diſciplin'd Troops, and regular * Fortifi- 
cations, for the Soldier; Univerſities, Libra- 
ries, and a thouſand Curiolities for the Enter- 
tainment of the Learned ; Works of amazing 
Art for the inzenious and mechanical; Manu- 
fictures of all Sorts carried to the higheſt Per- 
fection, for the Imitation of Tradesmen: Flo- 
riſts cannot, fail of being molt azreadly amuſed 
here, where Flowers are of ſuch exquilice 
Beauty, that a Tulip- root has often been (old 
for 1501. Sterling: Cattle and Country Affairs, 
for the Farmer; in a World, Objects for the 
Admiration , Imitation, and Improvement of 
Stranges of all Ranks and Conditions. 

The fortified Towns and Dykes , which are 
the Bulwarks ofthe Dutcoapainſt the only two 
Powers they have to fear, viz the French 
King and the Ocean, are noble and ſtupendous 
Works. A Lincolnshire Gentleman, who had 
ſeen the good Effects of Dykes made in his own 
Country by Datebmen, oblerved however ſo 
many new Improvements in thoſe of Holland, 

P 6 that 


* Naerden , Norden, the Briel, Helvoet · ſiuys, all in the 
Province of Hand. 
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that he thought the Sight ofthem only worth 
all the Trouble and Expence of his Journey. 
And indeed theſe Dykes, with their Sluices, 
Water- mills, and other Inventiobs, are am. 
zing Proofs, how far the Art and Induſtry of 
Man are capable of controuling, and in ſome 
Senſe of ſubduing , Nature. PITCAIRN has 
in ſeveral Places cclebrated theſe * Works with 
a ublimity that ſuits their Grandeur. 

Dr. Brown, who wrote about ſeventy Years 
ago, when the Face of this Country was rude 
and unimproved to what it now is, upon his 
return from his Travels, ſays, ,, Tho” I have 
„ ſeen France and {ioly, and the noble Cities 
„ thereof, which are worthily admired by all, 
| , yet I am much ſurprized upon the Sight of 
, the United Provinces, eſpecially of Holland, 
„ and the adjoining Places. He who hath ob- 
„ ſerved the eaſy Accommodation for Travel 
„ therein, both by Land and Water: thcir 
„ Excellent Order, and regular Courſe in all 
„ Things; the Number of learned Men; the 
„ Abundance of Rarities of all kinds; the In- 
„ duſtry, Frugality, and Wealth ofthe People; 

„ their numerous good Towns ; the extraordi- 
„ nary Neatneſs of their Buildings and Houſes; 
„ their proper Laws and Adminiſtration of Ju 
»» ice; 
® Tellur:m fecere Dei, ſua littera Belge, 
Immenſajue fatet melis ut, labor, 
Di van [par /ds flomirarany tere terras , 
Nil u, quod corptis peſſet obeſſs, fuit: 
At Relei Maia, et terre , naturaque rerum 
Cbjiuit ; 09/iantes U. domnur'e Deos. 
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„ ſtice; and their incredible Numbers of Ship- 
„ping and Boats; will think it an Omiſſion to 
,, reft in the Sight of other Countres without a 
,, View ofthis. A Conntry of little Extent, and 
„ ſoon travell'd over, but ſo replenished with 
„People, noble Cities, fair Towns and Villa- 
„ ges, as not to be met with upon ſo little aCom- 
„ paſs of Ground, except perhaps in China.” 
The Province of Holland is ot fo ſmall an 
Extent, that, with a Part of Utrecht, it may be 
travell'd over in two Days in the comman * 
Paſſage-boats upon the Canals. From the Hague 
to Leyden is three Hours; from thence to Haer- 
lm four; from Haerlem to Amſterdam two mo- 
re; from Amſterdam to the City of Utrecht eight; 
from Utrecht to Gouda ſix; from thence to Rotter- 
dam in the Poſt waggon three; from Rotter- 


dam to Delft two; and thence to the Hague one. 


ſome 

* Theſe Paſſage-boats, or Treck Schuyts, as they are 
called in the Language of the Country , go at the Rate 
of three Miles an Hour, ſtepping only about half a Quar- 
ter of an Hour at certain Villages, to give the Paſſenger. 
an Opportunity of {lretching himſelf , and taking a little 
Refrechment in the Inns, The Fare is about three Farth- 
ings a Mile. Thus from Rotterdam to Delft one pays Eve 
Pence, thence to the Hagae two Pence Halfpeny , from 
the Hagae to Leydew , Which is above ten Miles, ſeven 
Pence Halfpeny, to Haerhm thirteen Pence, to Amſterdam 
ix Pence , to Utrecht twinty two Pence, ec. 

The Boat is drawa by an Horſe, and contains about 
twenty or five and 1wenty Paſſengers. It is very Clean, 
With a Deck ov:r it, which covers them from Rain, 
Cs, ſo that they are as much at their eaſe, as in their 
own Houſes, They talk, read, ſew , Kuit ; as cach likes 
deſt ; and do not know they ate going by Water, except 

P 7 they 
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Some have thouht, that there is no great Oc- 
caſion for viſitingall theſe Cities, their Unifor- 
mity being ſo great, that he who his ſeen one, 
has in a manner ſeen them all. But this is a Miſta- 
ke, and founded in Want of Obſervation. For 
beſides the different Laws, Cuſtoms, Manufa- 
ctures, Branches of Trade, &c. peculiar to each 
City, there is a great Variety of Curiolities and 
other Things diſperſed amongſt them, which 
are very well worth ſeeing. I intend to make a 
comprehenſive Account ofall theſe Particulars 
the Subject of the remaining Sheets; but shall 
not enter into à very circumſtantial Detail, 
which would be injurious to the Traveller's 
Curioſity , in depriving its Objects of the 
Charms of Novelty; beſides which , that 
would require a Work of many Volumes. 

We have already gone as far as Leyden which 
we have particularly deſcribed, asn Place in the 
Neigbourhood of the Hague. The Cana! between 
that City and Zaer/em has the ſandy Downs, 


and Meadows on the left, and the Turf Pits, and 


the 
they look out, and ſee they are moving, the Motion 1; 
ſo inſenſible. The Cana!s are deep, but not above thirty 
or forty Feet broad; and there is no more Danger upon 
them, nor indeed leis Pleaſure, than upon Cana's in G- 
dens. The Boat has Windows on the Sidcs to let in the 
the Air; from which alſo the Paſſengers may ſee the 
Country as they travel. The Boat goes off every Hour 
of the Day „en ihe i ging of a little Bell; ſo that one 
knows to a Minute, Muhen he js to ſet out, end 10 1 
few Minutes when lie shall arrive at his Journey's Ind, 
Strangers are equa'ly {urprized , and charmed with this 
Way of traveling , as it is indeed far the moſt commo: 
dious , belt regulated , and cheapaſt in Europe. 
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the Lake of Haerlem on the right; ſo that this 
Stage is one of the moſt barren of Objects in 
the United Provinces. Some natural and hiſtori- 
cul Remarks may however be made even here, 
and the Paſſage, which is four Hours, thereby 
render'd leſs tedious to the Traveller. 

The numerous Herds of black Cattle, which 
he ſces ia 8 manner covering all the Meadows, 
are not the Growth of the Country; they are 
brought more than an hundred Miles from 
Holſtein and Denmark. The Drover buys them 
there at about fifty Shillings a Head, and 
ſells them again to the Boors or Farmers of 
Holland for four Pounds. After the Cattle have 
been ſix Weeks or two Months in the rich Pas- 
tures, here, the Butcher pays at the Rate of 
ſix, ſeven, or eight Pounds an Head for them. 
Itis remarkable, that the Flesh of theſe Oxen 
are neither ſo firm, nor their Hides ſo ſtrong, 
or ſo capable of making good Leather, as 
thoſe of the Englich Cattle, which is owing 
to the watery Feeding of the former. They 
are as large as the English, but do not weigh ſo 
heavy. Beet, the favourite Dish in Zngland, 
is in Diſgrace here, and in moſt other 
Countries of Europe. It is not ſo much as 
admitted to a Place on the lable in Hol- 
land, to the Surprize ofthe English, who won- 
der to ſee their ſtanding Dish treated with fo 
much Neglect. All the uſe the Dutch make 
of Runt's Flesh, as they call Beef, is in the 
Month of November to ſalt and ſmoke a 


Quan- 
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Quantity of it according to the Number in 
Family, to eat in Summer with Butter or 
Sallad. The Ships and Eaſt Indies allo con- 
ſame great Quantities of it ſo prepared. The 
Dutch ſometimes make Soop of two or 
three Pounds of fresh Beef, with as many 
of Mutton , which they ſay makes it the 
better. 

The Haerlem Meer, or Lake, of which 
one has a Proſpect from the Canal, is very 
large and navigable , and lies between Ley- 
den, Amſterdam, and Haerhm. It has Abun- 
dance of Fish, and particularly breeds Eels of 
a prodigious Size, as all ſlimy Waters do. It 
is about fourteen Miles long, and near 1 
many broad. In hard Winters it is frozen 
over, and People travel on it either with 
Skates, or in Sleds. During the Siege of 
Haerlem there was u naval Battle upon it, in 
which the Dutch had 150 ſmall Ships, and 
the Spaniards not many leſs. ER 

It is the only Water that gains upon the 
Land, for every Year it eats away ſome of ite 
Banks. The Reaſon it has not been drained 
long ago, is not any natural Impediment ( for 
the Wealth, Art, and Induſtry of the Dutch can 
almoſt do any Thing they pleaſe with Nature) 
but political Reaſons. The three trading Citics 
on its Banks, jealous of the Navigation which 
they have upon it, cannot agree amongſt them- 
ſelves what to do with it. It is generally 


coyer'd with Boats going to and fro with 
Mer- 


- 
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Merchandizes. Before the Canal between 
Leyden and Huerlem was dag, which was 
not till the Year 1657. Travellers went be- 
tween theſe Places by the Lake, as many 
ſtill chuſe to do, when the Wind is fair. 
went over it from Leyden to Amſterdam in 
three Houts, which by the Canal would have 
taken ſeven, Bad Accidents ſometimes hap- 
pen upon it. Tho' it is not above fix or 
ſeven Feet deep, it is ſubject to Storms. One 
of the moit memorable happened in 1629. 

YheKing of Bohemia having been dethruned, 
and driven of the Palatinate by the Emperor, 
took Sanctuary in Holland. He left Haerlem 
in Novemòer towards the Evening. The 
Night proved very dark, and the Lake tem- 
pettuous , when a Boat ran foul of his, and 
ſunk it directly. The King ſaved himſelf by 
ſwimming , but his eldeſt Son was drown'd. 


The poor young Prince was heard to cry 


out, Ah Sir, dear Father, pray ſa ve me! but 
in vain, the Darkneſs of the Night making 
it impoſſible co diſtinguish Objects. His Death 
Was an inexpreſſible Affictian to his Royal 
Parents, and the Univerſity of Leyden , ot 
w ich he was the Idol, on account of his 
ſweet Temper, and the Progreſs he had made 

in the Arts and Sciences. 
he Peens, or Turf- pits, which the Tra- 
veller ſees here, ſeem to him very unlikely 
to anſwer the Purpo.es for which tney are 
intended , becauſe the greateſt Part of them 
IS 
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is filled with Water: It is however out of 
thoſe very Waters, that upwards of 400,009 
People, who inhabit the three great Cities on 
the Lake, have their Fuel. 

On theſe Canals one may obſerve , that al- 
moſt every Peaſant and Gardener has the Con: 
venience ofa little Creek and Boat, for carrying 
his Commodities to the neighbouring Market 

HAERRLE II, a large, handſome City, re- 
markable for Variety "of F ortunes in War, and 
Inventions and Manuſactures in Peace. ra- 
vellers generally hurry thro' it too ſaſt, few 
ſtaying a Night here. There are two kinds 
of Curioſitics in all the Countries and Citics 
of Europe, and thoſe may be called ancient 
and modern. The former are ſo embroiled 
with Fable and Legend, that aſter mucn 
Trouble little or no Satisfaction is received 
from them. The other being of a fresvcr 
Date, are more certain, and give a great 

deal of Pleaſure to thoſe who have either 
heard them mentioned in Converſation , or 
read of them. A Man can hardly go thro! 
a Street of Haerlem, without ſeeing ſome Ob- 


ject that puts him in mind of the "Hiſtory ol 
the Country, or of ſome amazing !nſtanceÞ 


of Wit and Bravery. For this reaſon no cu- 


rious Traveler will omitt 0L:erving all chat 


comes in his Way. 
The Ruins of the old Caſtle, wherein the 
Burghers beſieged the Lord ot the Place for 


his Tyranny, are {till to be ſcer. This 8. eg 
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tad coſt him his Life, if his lady had not 
capitulated to ſurrender, on Condition that 
she should be allowed to bring out as much 
of her moſt valuable Goods, as she could 
carry On her Back. In conſequence he brought 
her Husband out upon her Shoulders, pre- 
ſerved him from their Fury , and left the 
Palace to their Mercy. 

Whilſt theſe Provinces were fighting ſor 
their Liberty, Haerlem ſuſtained a very long 
and memorable Siege in 1573. againit the 
opaniards under the Command of the Duke 
d'Alva's Son. Hiſtorians mention almoſt as 
many Heroines, as Heroes, who detended 
the City. Strada ſays, that they held a Cor- 
reſpondence with the Prince of Orange by 
Pigeons, as Couriers: which being diſcover'd 
at length by the ſettling of one of them opon 
2 Tent of the Spanish Cnmp, the Spaniards 
{hot all the Pigeons about the Town, and 
put an End to it. The beſieged being at laſt 
reduced to eat Leather, Gratis, and every Arit- 
mal that had Blood in it, ſurrendered the lown, 
and 2000 of them were put to death in cold 
Blood contrary to the Capittulation. Two 
Years after the City of Leyden beld out a 
diege zgainſt the ſame Enemy , not more 
Bravery, though with better Succeſs. 

Laurence Coſter, the Inventer of Printing the 
beſt Arc for perpetuating all others, had for- 
merly a Statue with this Ioſcription over the 
Gate of the Houſe he lived in: | 

| | Memorie 


* 
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Memorie ſacrum. * 
TreocrRAPHMIA, 
Ars artium optima 
Con/ervatrix, 

Hic primum inventa 
Circa annum M. CCCC. XL. 

The Magiſtrates keep the firſt Book printed 
by Coſter, in the Stat-houſe. It is in a ſilver 
Caſe wrapt up in Silk: but it is no very eaſy 
Matter for à Stranger to get a Sight of that Cu- 
rioſity. 

The great Church is worth ſeeing on dif- 
ferent Accounts, which are too many to be 
enumerated. Of this kind are three Ships 
hung up in it, in Remembrance of the cx- 
traordinary Bravery of the Inhabitants of 
Haerlem in the Holy Land, at the Siege of 
Damiata, ancicntly Peluſium. For their Va- 
lour on that Occaſion the following Arms were 
given them; a Sword between four Stars with 
a Croſs over the Point of it, with this Motto, 
im vicit virtus, Valour overcomes Force. 

Haeriem lies between Amſterdam and the 
Sea, from the laſt of which it is only four 
Miles diſtant. The Innabitants would fain 
have a Canal cut thither, but Amſterdam will 
not agree ta it, becauſe that would bring the 
whole Trade thither; which, with other Rea- 
ſons, occaſions no good Underſtanding be- 
tween the two Cities. The ſame kind of 
Jealouſies prevail between all the Towns, 
and indeed the whole ſeven Provinces. But 

us 


this wiſe People have hitherto been on their 
guard to prevent thoſe mutual Auimoſities 
from breaking out to the Prejudice of their 
Peace, and the UNION. Haerlem therefore has 
ſubſiſted by its Manufactures, only; viz. Da- 
masks, Velvet, Sattin, and other ſilk Stuffs, 
Thread, and above all whitening of Cloth, the 
flimy Water of their Lake being the beſt for 
that purpoſe of any inthe Country. Moſt of the 
Linens commoaly called Holland and Cam- 
brick, vended all over Europe, are actually 
wove in Flanders, but ſent down to Haerlem 
to be bleach'd. Great quantities of fine Linen 
made in North Britain and lerland are alſo ſent 
hither hy Sea for the ſame purpoſe. The 
Charge of whitening, and carriage backwards 
and forward, uſually amounts to nine or ten 
Pence 4 Yard. Notiinp has been omitted for 
ſaving fo great 2 Charge Bleachers, Natives 
of Holland, with their Families, have been 
brought over, and ſettled at a conſiderable 
Expence, and handſome Bleachecies made on 
the moſt likely Spots; but nothing will do, 
except thoſe Artiſts could have brought their 
Air and Water along with them. However 
what our home Manufacture wants in Waite- 
neſs, is abundantly made up in its Strength 
and Durableneſs, and it were to be wiſhed, 
that we could add alſo in Cheapnels. 

The Soil of Leyden and Faeriem is reckoned 
the beſt for Flowers, and particularly Fulips, 
of which the Dutch were formerly fond almoſt 

| to 
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to Madneſs; but their taſte is now much alter'd. 

Without the Walls there is a pleaſant Wood. 
The Palace built here by Count Horus V. 
is worth ſeeing, on account of the fine Pic- 
tures in it; particularly thoſe of all te 
Counts or Earls of Follaud ; ſeveral excellent 
Pieces done by Fleemskerk and Goltzius; but 
the belt are thoſe of Cornelius of Haerlem. 
His Herod killing the Innocents, his Feaſt of 
the Gods, in which Fulan's Foot is highly 
admired, and his Friar and Nun at a Col- 
lation, are very fine Paintings. In the Sum 
mer-houſe in the Garden is the Picture of 
Lourence Coſler, whoſe Birth does indeed the 
greateſt Honour to Haerlem. 

I cannot conclude this Article without men- 
tioning 4 very remarkable thing that hap- 
pened here, and which is atteſted by good 
Writers. In 1403. a Mermaid was caſt aſhore 
by a Tempeſt near this City, and was brought 
to eat Bread and Milk, and to Spin, and lived 
many Years. She would frequently pull of 
her Clothes, and run towards the Water, 
She could not ſpeak, but made a confuſed 
Noiſe; and having laerned to make the Sign 
of the Croſs, was buried in the Church yard 
| when the died. Such amphibious and unng- 
tural Spectacles are ſo. very rare, that they 
are ſcarce credible. A Male of the ſame Spe- 
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'd. It is above two Hours from Haer/em to Am- 
od. fierdam. About half way thitherare prodigious 
V. Sluices, from which the Paſſengers walk about 
ic- WW half a Quarter of a Mile to change Boats, 
e WM There are few Country Seats here for want 
nt of Room, the Canal having the Lake on the 
»2t MW South, and the River Fon the North. 

m. AMSTERDAM lies in the North Latitude 52, 
of Zo. about one Degree North of London. It 


ily is about four Leagues, or twelve Miles, in 
-0!- Þ Circutmaference, and lies on the F, at the 
im Mouth of the Zuyder Sear, in the Form of 
of a Creſcent. It is fortified with an exceeding 
the broad and deep Foſſe, and à Rampart of 
Earth faced with Brick in exquiſite Order, 

en- and has eight Gates. 
ap- It is juſtly called the modern Tyre, as being 
bod the moſt beauciſul , noble, opulent trading 
ore City in the World. Strangers are ſtruck with 
gut Amazement at the Sight of it. London is 
ved much larger, and more populous; but is far 
ol excelled by it in Cleanlineſs , Beauty, Mag. 
ter. nificence , and Trade: 1 mean that kind- of 
ſed Trade, which is profitable, and truly beneficial 
ignÞ to a State. Nay the Dutch Capital has more 
ard Ships and Trade in the Groſs. The Number 
ana- IB of Veſlels in the Ports of London and Am- 
hey I. /terdam Perhaps appear equal to the Eye, but 
pe- there are generally four or five hundred Col- 
near liers, that contribute to fill the former. For 
len, theſe twelve Years paſt, 2000 Sail have an- 
e nually enter'd the Port of Amſterdam, Li 
{ Sar 
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Year with another, and not 100 per Month 
the Port of London. Fifteen Eaſf? India Men 
have enter'd imſterdam every Year during 
that term, and valuable Cargoes of perhaps 
ten of them are re exported to the other 
Nations of Europe in a great meaſure for 
ready Money. Moſt of the Cargoes of our 
India Ships are conſumed at home in Luxury, 
The People of Amſterdam are more the Car- 
riers of Zurope, than the Londoner, the Cheap- 
nefs of Freight of the former overballancing 
the Advantages the latter have by their Pas- 
ſes. The chief Trade of Amſterdam is with 
Spain, the Straits and the Indies; whereas 
London engroſſes the Eaſt India Trade in all 
its Extent, to the Prejudice of the other 
trading Towus of the Kingdom. Amſi raam 
an Holland are Gainers by every Veſſel they 
ſend to Sea, except thoſe to France for Wine, 
Brandy, and Salt. London and England are 
Loſers by every Veſſel they freight, except 
thoſe to the Plantations and Ireland (which 
may properly enough be reckoned Parts of 
England) and to Portugai and Guinea. But 
we will carfy this diſagreeable Parellel no 
farther at preſent. 

The Government of this City is ſo excellent, 
ſo well regulated, and exact, that perfect Peace 
and admirable Order prevail in all things; 
Bleſſings not to be found in any other City in 
the World of ſuch Extegt, and inhabited by 
ſa many diſſerent Nations: A Proof of which 

is, 
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is, that in ſome Yearts there are not four 


Malefattors executed. The Laws are no 
where better obey'd, nor the Magiſtrates and 
their Subnrdinates more 7zevered , than 
in Amſterdam; and perhaps no where lels, 

which we ure ſorry to ſay, than in London. 
This great City is extremely populous. Thoꝰ 
laſt Year, 1739 only 7507 Perſons, and the 
Year before 7562 died in it, yet at a Medium 
for fifteen Years 9000 have died in it annually, 
In * Paris, for the like Term of Years, twice 
that Number, or 18, ooo, have died; from 
whence it is concluded, that the Capital of 
France contains about twice the Number of 
Souls of that of the United Provinces. In London 
about 24,000 have died; but it the Villages 
and detached Houſes included wichin the Bills 
of Mortality are taken in, about 26,000 die 
there every Year. The preſent Number there- 
fore of the Inhabitants of theſe three Capitals 
of Europe, according to the ufal Method of 
Calculation by Deaths, ſtands thus: Amſterdam, 
upwards of 230,020; Paris, about Soo, ooo; 
and 


* Monſfiew Voltaire in the laſt Piece he his published, 
the Eay on the Age of Lewis XIV. tells us, That on the 
Acceihon of Lewis XIII. to the Throne, which was in 
1510 Paris did Mot contain 400,c00 Souls. But it is 
certain , that Paris at that time did not contain above 
hilt that Number, That City o ves all its Increafe and 
Glorv to the laſt King. It is a pity Eloquenc- should be 
ſo great an Enemy to Fact and Exactneſs. Igeniou Men 
contend, that at this Day, even according to the Paris 
Bills ot Mortality, that City cannot contain more than 
437,000 Souls, 
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Year with another, and not 100 per Month 
the Port of London. Fifteen Eaſt India Men 
have enter'd .im/terdam every Year during 
that term, and valuable Cargoes of perhaps 
ten of them are re exported to the other 
Nations of Europe in a great meaſure for 
ready Money. Moſt of the Cargoes of our 
India Ships are conſumed at home in Luxury. 
The People of Amſterdam are more the Car- 
Tiers of Zurope, than the Londoners, the Cheap- 
neſs of Freight of the iormer overballancing 
the Advantages the latter have by their Pag- 
ſes. The chief Trade of Amſterdam is with 
Spain, the Straits and the Indies; whereas 
London engroſſes the Eoſ? India Trade in all 
its Extent, to the Prejudice of the other 
trading Towus of the Kingdem. Amſt-rdam 
an Holland are Gainers by every Velilel they 
ſend to Sea, except thoſe to France for Wine, 
Brandy, and Salt. London and England are 
Loſers by every Veſſel they freight, cxcept 
thoſe to the Plantations and Ireland (which 
may properly enough be reckoned Parts of 
England) and to Portugal and Guinea. But 
we will carty this diſagreeable Pareliel no 
farther at preſent. 

The Government of this City is ſo excellent, 
ſo well regulated, and exact, that perfect Peace 
and admirable Order prevail in all things; 
Bleſſings not to be found in any other City in 
the World of ſuch Extet, and inhabited by 
ſa many different Nations: A Proof of which 

is, 


Or HOLLAND. ?fr 


is, that in ſome Yearts there are not four 


Male factors executed. The Laws are a0 
where better obey'd, nor the Magiſtrates and 
their Subnrdinates more zevered , than 
in Amſter/am; and perhaps uo where lels, 

which we are ſorry to ſay, than in London. 
This great City is extremely populous, ''ha? 
laſt Year, 1739 only 7507 Perſons, and the 
Year before 7562 died in it, yet at a Medium 
for fifreen Years 9000 have died in it annually, 
In * Paris, for the like Term of Years, twice 
that Number, or 18, ooo, have died; flom 
whence it is concluded , that the Capital of 
France contains about twice the Number of 
Souls of that of the United Provinces. In London 
about 24,000 have died; but it the Villages 
and detached Houſes included within the Bills 
of Mortality are taken in, about 26,000 die 
there every Year. The preſent Number there- 
fore of the Inhabitants of theſe three Capitals 
of Europe, according to the nfal Method of 
Calculation by Deaths, ſtands thus: Amſterdam, 
upwards of 230,020; Paris, about 509,000; 
and 


* Monfiew Voltaire in the laſt Piece he his published, 
the E/ay os the Age of Lewis XIV. tells us, That on the 
Acceihon of Lewis XIII. to the Throne, which was in 
110 Pari, dd Mot contain 400, co Souls. But it is 


certain, that Paris at that time did not contain above 


hilt that Number, That City o ves all its Increaſe 2nd 
Glow to the laſt King. It i; a pity Eoquenc shui be 
ſo great an Enemy to Fact azad Exactneſs, Igeniou Men 
contend, that at thi: Day, even according to the Paris 
Bills ot Mortality, that City cannot contain more than 
437,000 Souls, 


— — — — 


3 


2 - 


— — — — 9 Re * — — 
: — Oo 
T 


— — 2 - wm — — 
— - — 2 — — — A — — — — — — —— —— 
_ - — A. — - 
— 
Is 


342 THE PRESENT STATE 


and London, about 700,000, At Rome no pub. 
lick Regiſters of Chriſtenings and Burials are 
kept; but in 1683. M. Auzonut computed the 
Inhabitants of that City at about 125, 00. in 
1714. Pope Clement XI. cauſed an exact Ac- 
count oſtheir Number to be take: by S. Carrac. 
cioli, which he made to be 104. 300 Souls, in- 
cluding Strangers, whoare generally ſuppoſed 
about 20.000. 

The luhabitants of the two Provinces of Hol. 
land and Zeeland were long ago computed at 
one * Milion and an halt, that is, little more 
than halt an Acre for every Head: Whereas 
England (which, conſidering its Extent, is the 
next moſt populous Country in the World) has 
almoſt two and an half for every Head; and an 
Acre ſuſficing to employ and maintain a Man, 
England could maintain about twenty Millions, 

The Seventeen Provinces conſiſt in a man- 
ner of a Groupe of large and beautiful Cities at 
the Diftance of a few Miles ſrom each other, 
and muſt contain about ſix Millions of Souls; 
England about eight ornine ; France, including 
the new Conqueſts, above eighteen; and the 
Empire, which, as has been obſerved, is ex- 
tremely populous, about twenty. But to return 
to our Subject. TED... | 

Am- 


* 7 Intereſt de la Holland, Ch. 10. ſays, if I remember, 
that from Particulars taken about three'core Years ago, 
wher that Book was published, the Inhabitants of Holland 
alone were found to be 2, 400, co0. But it may be douh- 
ted, whether there were then io many in all the ſeven 


Provinces. 
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Am ſterdam is built upon Piles of Firr, driven 
down perpendicularly into the Earth, or rather 
Water, ſo cloſe to each other, that nothin 
can be forced between them. By this Means 
they build Houſes in the Sza, and lay Founda- 
tions ſtrong enougi to ſupport the greateſt 
Buildings wiatſoever, in Places, where ro 
ſolid * Bottom is to be found. In conſequence 
tuey are obliged to be at vaſt Expence ind 
Labour before the firſt Stone can be laid. For 
only the Foundation of one Lower, or Steeple, 
a Foreſt, as it may be called, of 6c00 Irees, 
and upwards, was ramm'd into the Ground, 
One may ſee Workmen employed at all Iimcg 
in one Part of the City or another upon this 
Work ofnolets Ingenuity than Labour and Ex- 
pence, I mean, laying Founua.tons, if one 
could ſce all that is under Amſterdam , a greater 
Foreit could bardly be found upon the Face of 
the Earth; in Alluſion to which, Frans ſiys 
facetiouſly in one of his Letters, That he was 
arrived in a City, obere theInhabitants li ve upon 
the Tops of Trees : and another Man of Wit, 
That Amiterdam, like, Venice, had wooden Lugs. 
Q 2 The 
* in many Places of Hel ani the Earth is fo mixed and 
dreiched with Water, as to shake when trod , or fliampt 
on; fo that the ancient Orator hat Kea'on to ſay, That 
the Land of Neuland hardly deſerved the Name of Hand. 
Ma regio (ut cum verbi piriculs loquar) pane t rra non et, 
Ita penitus aquis imbuta permadit , ut non ſolum, qua ma- 
nijeſie paluſtris eſt, cedut ad nixums, & hanrint preſa ve- 
ſtigium, ſe etiam, ubi paul) widerur firm or pedam dulſu 


tent ata quatiatur , & ſentire ſe hrocul meta pondus ſeſte, ar. 
Eumen. Panegyr, Conſtantu, c. viii 
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The wooden Foundation of that vaſt Fabrici; 
the Stathouſe coſt Io, co l. Sterling. And 
this brings us to ſpeak of the moſt remarkable 
Curioſities of this noble City, in reſpect to 
which we can enter into no gieat Detail, aud 
therefore shall only give their Names, with a 
few Hints, to aſſiſt the Traveller in making his 
own Remarks and particular Enquiries , when 
he has the Objects before him. 

I. The Stethouſe, in the Centre of the City, 
fronts a Square called the Dam, and is a ſtupen- 
dious Edifice of Free- ſtone. It is almoſt a 
Quadrangle, being near as deep as broad, with 
Pavilions at each Angle. It is 110 Faces in 
Front, which is more than St. Feter's at 
Rome. The Pilaſters, Chapiters, and Cor- 
nishes are of the Corinthian Order. The Por- 
tico's, or rather ſeven ſmali Gates, have been 
often juſtly criticiſed, as in no wife anſwerable 
to the Magnificence of the reſt. Over theſe, 
in the Centre of the Front, there is a Pedi- 
ment that projects, and is a very noble Piece 
of Sculpture. It repreſents the City of Am: 
[terdam under the Figure of Oele, as So- 
vereign of the Seas, with Neptune, and ſeveral 
other Figures, emblematicaliy alluding to the 
Commerce and Opuleuce ol this Imperial City, 
This magnificent Groupe is a Maſter - piece 
of the kind, both for its Bo'dneſs and Work- 
manship, and as far exce's that over the 
Portio of St. Paul's, as that Portico does 
the principal Entrance, or Portico's of the 
Stathouſe. On 
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On the back Front there is Ba/ſo Relievo, 
thatanſwers che other, and is in the tame gra! d 
Taſte. On the Top of it is a large Atlas of 
Braſs, bearing on his Shoulders a copper Globe, 
much bigger than that of St. Peter's at Rome. 
The Sta:houſe is not covered all over with 


S atues: The few that are to be ſeen, are 


diſpoſed with Art, and of exquiſite Work- 
manship: I hey repreſent Juſtice, Fortitude, 
ard Plenty. f 
The lniide of this vaſt Pile is no leſs magni- 
ficent than the Outſide. One is amazed at the 
Sight of ſuch « Protuſion of the fineſt Marble 
in a Country, where there is not ſo much as a 
Stone, Or a Pebble: tor the whole Building is 
incruſted with Marble; Floors, Walle, Pillars, 
and Root ; except ſuch Parts of them, as are 
covered with the fineſt Paintings and Sculptu- 
res. The whole is executed with ſuch Art, 
that the Diſpoſition and Workmanship far 
exceed the Materials. In a Vault under this 
Structure, the famous Bank of Am/rerdam, 
ſuppoſed to be the greateſt Treaſure in tl e 
3-4 Worid, 
* This Bink was eſlali-hcy n 1609 in Im tation uf 
the Banco del Giro at Venice. An eminent Writer now 
lenz lays, that it contauis absve three thuulud Tons 
ot G 14, and that Sir Witham Temple did nut wel unders 
land the Nature of it, Fjrus endoles non retie a Vemplio 
pertebta, are his Words. But he would have done well, 
lea he ce:lured that giesst Miniſter's Account ot it, to 
ha e ſubilituted a better oi his cwn , whica howerer he 
ha, not g'ven us. It is uſeful in rwo Relpects: Ihe rich 
de, oſite their Money in it with Safety, aud th vailctt 
Sums are paid by id in {mall Notes, 
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World, is kept. There is always an Appea- 
Trance of infinite Riches here; as Gold and oiiver 
in Bars, Plate, andinnumerable Bags of Specie. 
Some have pretended to gueſs at the Proportion 
between the real Treaſure, and the common 
Opinion of it; but that is not to be ſettled , 
being the ſame with that of the whole City, 
whoſe Stock and Revenue equals thoſe offume 
Kingdoms. The Revenue only is computed 
at 5000 |. Sterling a Day. The City pays 
1,600,000 I]. per Annum, for its own, and the 
Charges of the Province and Union, which 
is almoſt half the Taxes of the whole Province 
of Holland. 

Some havecamputed, that the Stathouſe coſt 
2,000,000 l. Sterling building. Ferſailles coſt 
only 800,000 I. The Eſcurial at Madrid above 
1,000,c00 l. and St. Paul's at London about 
I, Soo, ooo I. There ſtands a Weigh-houſe in 
the Square before the Stathouſe, whichin ſome 
meaſure ſpoils its Symmetry ; but that Houſe 
brings in an annual Revenue of 10,000 Il. and 
therefore muſt ſtand. | 

II. Near the Stathouſe ſtands the Exchange. 
It is of an oblong Figuere, larger than that 
of Antwerp, but inferiour in Beauty and Mag- 
nificence to that of London. One is amazed 
to ſce ſo many ill dreſt Men, whom one 
would think not worth a Shilling, talking of 
Thouſands and Millions of Gilders, and of 
What is doing in all Parts of the World, as 
if they were juſt arrived from thoſe remote 
Quarters. III. The 
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III. The Churches of this City are rather 
neat than magnificent. They are however 
worth ſecing, on account of the Monuments 
of ſeveral Admirals, their Organs, and the 
magnificent braſs Balluſters , which are kept 
very bright and beautiful, and either ſur- 
round the Choirs, or ſeparate them from the 
Nave. Theſe Churches are fifteen in Num- 
ber, and have thirty Minifters equal in Au- 
thority and Revenue. Each of them has 240 
I. a Year paid him by the City, out of which 
they ge ſixty or eighty Pounds only for 
Houſe rent; ſo that they could ſcarce live in 
this City, where all Things are ſo exces- 
ſively dear, if they had not Eſtates of their 
own, which indeed is almoſt tne Caſe of them 
all. They conſider their Salaries only as good 
Helps towards maintaining them. 

IV. The Aſſemblies of all the Religions in 
the World, of which the curious Travel- 
1 may viſit ſuch as he pleaſes: But elpeci- 
ally, | 

V. The twelve great Hoſpitals, and other 
uſeful and charitable Foundations of this great 
City are not to be overlooked by bim, as 
theſe Foundations have ſerved for Models to 
moſt others in Europe, and as the People ol 
all Ranks in England are at this Day ani- 
mated by ſo noble a Spirit in Favour of theſe 
excellent Inſtitutions. 1 shall mention the 
moſt conſiderable of theſe Houſes, and ſuch 
as delerve a very particular Attention. 


2 4. I. The 
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I. TheYeerhouſes, or Hoſpitals for Children, 
in which between two and three thouland or 
them are maintained and taught. ; 

2. The Mannenhouſes, or Hoſpitals for old 
Men, and ſuch as are paſt their 1 abour. 

3. Ihe like Foundations for Women; and 
alſo for the better Sort ot both Sexes, who 
cannot live on the Intereſt of their Money. For 
a moderateSumthe latter are handſomely main- 
tuined here for Life. Theſe therefore may rather 
. be cal ed quiet and religious Retirements for 


the maudeſt Poor, and ſuch as are weary of 


Buſincls, than charitable Foundations. 

4. Ihe Houle for expoſed Intants. 

5. The Gaſthouſe, or Hoſpital for the Sick. 

6. The Heſpital, where all poor Travellers 
without Diſtinction are lodged and entertained 
three Nights, and no longer. 

7. The Do houſe, or Houſe for the Delirious, 
like Bedlam in London. 

E.'l he Raſplovſe, or Tuckthouſe, forthe Cor- 
rection and Amendment of wild young Men. 

9. The Spinhouſe , for the Amendment of 
loo e young Women. 

VI. -Tbe Streets of Amſterdam are far the 
fineſt in Europe. They are exceeding long, 
broad, and ſtraight, adorned with beautiful 
Canals, with a Row of Trees on ench Side of 
them. Many oſthe Honſes are of Free ſtone, 
embellish'd with Columns and Chapiters of the 
Corinthian Order. The Canals are ſet off with 
iron Rails, Balluſtrades, and handſome * 
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The principal Streets are the Heere, Keyſer » 
en Prince Gragt, Haerlemmer Dyk, Cingel, &c. 
Theſe Streets are never ſeen by the Stranger 
without Wonder, eſpecially if he comes from 
Vienna. Nuremberg, Cologne, and the other 
Cicies of Germany, where he ſees much Filth, 
aud no Regularity ; from Paris, where the 
broadeſt Streets, tho' well paved, are no 
broader than Lombard. ſtreet in London; or from 
the laſt mentioned Capital, where the Streets 
are generally dirty, and the Hoaſes diſcoloured 
with the Smoke of Sea- coal. 


VII. 'l he Bridge over the Amſtelis admired 


for its Neatneſs, Length, and proſpects, on 


one Side of the Ships in the Port, and ou the 
other of the Amſtel, which forms a Canal in 
the City. It has been compared to the Ponz 
Royal at Paris. London Bridge, where it clear'd 
of its Rubbish, I mean the two Rows of old 
Houſes upon it, would afford a nobler View 
to a Stranger, than perhaps the other two ce- 
lebrated Bridges put together. 

VIII. Strangers uſually ſtop on this Bridge, 
and go no farther; but they should walk to 
the End of the magnificent Key, which ex- 
tends above two Miles; in which Space they 
would paſs ſeveral, and have ſeveral Views, 
little inferiour to thoſe juſt mentioned. Un- 
der theſe Bridges the Waters of 'the Port 
and Canals in the City communicate , and 
ebb and flow every twenty four Hours. On 
drawing them up, Veſlels of great Burthen 
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paſs almoſt into the Heart of the City. Had 
a Kay been run from Limehouſe: hole to Lon 
don Bridge, it would have exceeded that of 
Amſterdam in Length, though I would not 
venture to ſay in Cleavlineſs nnd Beauty. Bur 
bad a Key, or Street, after the Fire of Lon- 
don, been made along the Banks of the Tha- 
mes ,from the Bridge to Weſtminſter, it would 
have far exceeded any Thing oithat kind Am-. 
flerdam as toshew , and all the Canale Grande 
of Venice with their Gondola put together, As 
the London Side of the Thames lies to the South, 
and the few Trees inthe Temple Walks flourish 
well, it is evident, that the moſt magnificent 
Groupes and Rows of them might have been 
Taiſed on the Panks of that noble River. 

At the Extremity of the Key of Am ſterdam 
are two vaſt publick Buildings, which deſerve 
a very nice Obſervation of the curious. 

IX. The firſt is the ApDMIRALITY. The 
Contrivance of this Houſe is admirable. It 
is ſituated almoſt in the Water at the North - 
eaſt End of the City near the Zuyder Sea. 
It conſiſts of three Sides of a Square, in 
the midſt of which is the Yard for building 
Men of War, the fourth being open to the 
Water. The Front is 220 Feet long, and tlie 
Wings 220. The Arms and Stores belonging 
to the Ships, are kept in excellent Order in 
ſeveral Chambers. The Keepers are shy of 

shewing the Houſe, though they need not be 


ashamed of any Thing that belopgs to it. TH 
| 0 
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ſo much boaſted Arſenal of Penice is not com- 
parable to it, though here are four other leſſer 
Ad miralties, or Docks, belonging to the Re- 
publick, beſides this of Amſterdam. The Build- 
ings and Docks of Molwich and Chatham are 
indeed handſome, aud well provided with naval 
Stores; but their Situation will not admit of the 
Neatneis and Order conſpicious in the other. 

There are now near ſeventy Men of War 
lying here. | 

lhe whole Dutch Navy at this Day conſiſts 
of almoſt ſeyenty Men of War here, eight at 
Helvoetſtuyt, eight at/Viiſſingen, three at Ter-veer 
in Zecland, and fifteen at Hoorn in Noorth Holland 
and Harlingen in Yrieſland. They have, be- 
ſides theſe, fourteen or fifteen Sail at Sea on 
Convoys; in all about 118 Sail of the Line, 
beſides Galleys, Ce. of which more than“ half 
are in good Condition, and fit for Service. 

X. A little beyond the Admiralicy ſtands the 
Eaſt India Company's Magazine. It is a very 
large regular Building of Several Stories. They - 
keep the Stores and Wares, which they have 
not room for in their other Warehouſes, here. 
and in the Eaſt India Houſe, which is in the 
middle of the City. The very Air is * 

wit 

This true Account of the preſent State of the Nav 
may remoze the vuigir Errour , that the naval Strengt 
ot the Repu-alick is now very inconſiderable. The Dutch 


ate too wile a People to let their Navy go to ruin, or 


bz reduced even to a low Condition, in Times of the 
mott prutuund Peace. Q 
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with the Spices, and other Aromaticks con- 
tained in this Place, and differs f om that one 
breathes any where elite in Europe; ſo that rhe 
Paſſenger is apt to imagine himſelf in the re- 
more «doriferous Climates of Arabia, India, 
and yapan Ihe Water is ſometimes ſeen covered 
a great Way, though not without Regret, with 
Spices. &c. forthe Company, in order to keep 
up the Markets, throw all the ſuperfluous 
Stores of that kind into the River. 

Behind the Houſe is the Yard, with Docks 
for bu'lding Ships, Work houſes for Anchor- 
ſmiths, and all other Conveniencies for building 
Veſlets. 

This Company, notwithſtanding the ſeveral 
Eaſt India Companies of other Nations, ſup- 
ports itſelf in a much envided Proſperity, 

The trite Reflections, that uſually occur on 
mentioning it, are that it is a Repubiick 
within the Republick ; that it has Kings and 
Princes trivutary to it; that it has a more 
abſolute Power, and greater Jerritories in 
thoſe remote Regions, than the State has in 
Europe; that its Wealth and military naval 
Strength are equal to that of ſome Kingdoms; 
in fine, that the Governor of Batavia lives 
in greater Pomp and Grandeur, than his 
Maſters do at home, &c. But the English 
Rezder will perhaps be better pleaſed with 
ſome Obſervations of a more uſeful] Nature, 
and more affecting his own Country ; for which 
reaſox I shall tranſiently touch upon a few 
Matters, 
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Matters, and leave him to improve upon them 
as he t inks fit. 5 

The DutchEo/tIndiaCompany is indoubtedly 
richer, and more powerful than the English; 
which muſt have aroſe from the many Advan- 
tages the former has over che latter. 

As firſt, the Dutch Company was eſtablished 
many Years before the English, and had arrived 
to a Degree of Maturity, and {ecured proper 
Settlements, before the other had its Birth. 

The Dutch Company navigate their Ships at 
a much ccaſier Rate than the Engiirhcan : They 
victual them cheaper; they man them with fewer 
Hands, and give leſs Pay. Four Dutch Veſlels 
make the Voyage at no greater Expence than 
three English; which is very conliderableOdds. 

The Situation of Holland, not only with re- 
ſpect to the Sea, but the many Rivers navi- 
gable into Flanders, Switzerland, and from 
tnence into the North of /:aly, but eſpecially 
into all Parts of Germany, gives the Exporters 
of the Dutch Commodities great Advantages ; 
not to mention its Vicinity to the Baltick , by 
which they ſtill ſupply in a great meature the 
North of Europe, Denmark, Sweden, Ruſſia, 
Poland, and the North of Germany. | he Texel, 


which is che Port of 4m/terdam, lies ina manner 


at the Mouth of the Baltick. 

Time and Experience are the beſt Teachers 
of Wisdom; a Maxim, which hoids good as 
well in collective Bodies of Men, as Indivi- 
duals. The Dutch Company have had the 
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Space of an hundred and forty Years to make 
themſelves Maſters every where of all the 
Secrets in Trade aſfefting their Intereſt. 

But the greateſt Advantage that Company 
has over- ours, is the extraordinary Care the 
Government takes of it. Every three Years 
the Affairs and Accounts of the Company are 
laid before the State General; which is done 
by their High Mightineſſes, not with the View 
of prying malicioully into the Management 
and Secrets of its Trade, but, ing order to aid 
it with their Advice when neceſſary ,-to awe 
the overgrown Directors, to aſcertain the Fi- 
delity of all the Managers from the bigheſt to 
the lowelt , and to give the Company ſuch 
Lights and Hints, as it may have Occaſion 
for, in effect of the Conjuncture and State 
of the Affairs of Europe. In a word, the 
Dutch Company is as dear to the Republick, 
to uſe the Expreſſion, as the Apple of its Eye, 
and is ſure of all the Favour in the Power cf 
the Government. The Caſe is very different 
with reſpect to the Enylish Company. From 
the many enormous Dutics which the Go- 
vernment ſeems to have perpetuated on their 
Merchandizes , and which amount to little 
leſs than an abſolute Prohibition; it ſeems a 
Matter of Indifference to them , whether the 
Company ſink or ſwim; and yet it may be 
affirmed perhaps with great Truth, that our 
Company have deſerved more by exporting 
infinite Quantities of our Woollen, Linen, 
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and other home-made Manufactures, and by 
vaſt Advances and Loans to the Government 
during the laſt forty Years, than the Dutch 
ſinceits Commencement. In the Year 1698. the 
English Company advanced no leſs than two 
Millions for the Monopoly of the Trade: The 
Commencement of the other Company was 
rather expenſive to the State. But this Subject 
has already carried me too far; befides which, 
we have drawn a Parallel between the two 
great rival Companies elſewhere at large. 

XI. After having contemplated this vaſt Ma- 
gazine of the Spices, Gums, and rich Perfumes 
ofthe Eaſt, and been ſufficiently ſweeten'd, and 
ina manner embalmed alive in them, the next 
Step is to the Plantagi, or Plantation, where 
one breathes a very different Air. 

Such five publick Walks, as this Grove, or 
Plantation, forms, is a no leſs uncommon than 
beautiful Sight in a great City. It conſiſts of ſe- 
veral fine Rows of Trees, one of which ſome 
imagine to be ſpred by Art in the Shape of a 
Fan; but I could never have ſo diſcerning an 
Eye as to perceive ſuch a Reſemblarce. 

XII. The Phyſick Garden is reckon'd one 


of the beſt in Europe for Exotic Plants, and 


any body may gave Permiſſion to walk in it. 


M. John Burman, Profeſſor of Phyſick and 
Bo- 

* This Profeſſor is at preſent preparing a new Editon 
of G. E. Rumiphii, Al. D. & in Amboina conſuls, ner: 
BARIUM AM BOINENSE, cc Ihe Worck will make fix 
Volumes in Folio, and be adorned with ſine Copper- 
Plates taken on the Spot, 
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Buttany , has the Care of it, and receives the 
curious Stranger with great Voliteneſs and Hu- 


maniry. A very able Battaniit would be puzz!cq 


to know all the Plants he ſees here, very many 
of them having been brought from the Ea/? 
Indios in the Company's S1ips. 

XIII. We have already mentioned the Schola 
Tiluſiris of this City, in which there are ſix 
Profellors in the ſeveral Faculties. 

XIV. The publick Muſick- houſes have un- 
dergone Diverſity of Fortunes. Sometimes 
they have ample loleration; ſometimes they 
have Inſpectors, to ſee that no Indecencies are 
committed in them , in which Caſe all good 
Company abandon them, except Strangers, 
whom Curiolity may excite to ſtep in to fee 
the Humours of the Place: At other Times, 
in effect of great Diſorders, they are shut up. 
Nothing is ſo much to be cenſured in the Gu- 
vernment of this City as the licens'd Houſes, 
which exceed any Thing of the kind even in 
Rome itlelf. What the State offers in its own 
Defence upon this Head, is too long to be re- 
peated here, and amounts to à ſtale Maxim 
(wich has of late been revived, and ſet in a 
full Light in a formal Treatiſe viz. That pri- 
vate V ices are publick Benefits. 

XV. 'The Dutch Playhouſe here is worth vi- 
ſiting at leaſt once by the curious. Here tt ey 
may ſee the Follies and Humours of human 
Life inimitably well ated by Perſons whoare 
not Players by Proſeſſion. lhe Houſe is pro- 
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perly the Government's ; their Officers re- 
ceive the Money, deiray the Charges, pay 
the Actors, and clear, all Expences paid, 
about 5000 l. Sterling a Vear, for the Uſe of 
the Hoſpitals, and other Poor. If ſuch a Sum 
is raiſed out of one Dutco Playhouſe, where 
the prices are ſo moderate, what mig'it not 
be raiſed out of the three fine Theatres at 
London, allowing the Actors a reaſonable pro- 
viſion ? No doubt a conliderable ſum towards 
caſing the Inhabitants of Londom and Mit- 
munſter of the Poor's Rate, and maintaining 
ſome of the unendow'd charitable Fundations 

handſomely. | 
XVI. There ſtill remains a Convent of re- 
ligious Women, called“ Beguines, in this City. 
It is built like a little didiuct Toben, with a 
Wall and 2a Ditch round it, and a Chucch 
wichiu it, where they are obliged to attend 
Divine Service at ſtated Hours. They wear 
a particular Habit, receive and pay Viſits, 
and 


There are many ſuch Eftallichments amongſt the 
Roman Catholicks, 'Thcic Life is a kind of Medium be- 
tween a lecular and religions Life, which ſuch chule, as 
love a Icgular , but social Retirement. There ate two 
very large and beautiful Coavents of Begauines at Ghent 
and Bruſſels, Tiiey are about a Mile in Circumference , 
and coat of neat little Streets, wich the Church or 
Chapel in the Centre. Every Beguine has her litile Apart- 
ment and Girden , or there 1s one ſprctous Garden tor 
them all. They have a Chaplain ; They take no FOES 
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and may quit the Convent, and marry when 
they pleaſe. They are either unmarricd Wo— 
men, or Widows, who have no Children; and 
need no other Recommendation ior teivg ad- 
mitted, but a certificate ot their good Beha- 
viour, and that they have a competency to 
live upon, either by themſelves, or in So- 
ciety with the other Siſters, as they think fir. 
XVII. This great City being founded upon 
Piles of Wood, no Coaches, except to ſome 
Phyſicians and Strangers of Note, were tor- 
merly allowed; inſtead of which, Sleds made 
like Coaches, but {low, and uneaſy in their 
Motion , were uſed. However at preſent they 
are much come into the Uſe of Coaches with 
with Wheels, and drawn by Horſes. 

The great Deſect of this City is the want of 
ſpring water, and if we may believe travellers 
ane others, the want alſo of converſation. As 
to the firſt, the Inhabitants chiefly uſe rain wa- 
ter, which they have ciſterns to receive. The 
Air ofthe City is not wholſome, and it was fre- 
gay viſited by the Plague formerly, but not 

nce 1663. when they filled up their Wells, 
and began to uſe rain water. And indeed had 


Am- 


of Chaſtity , . They employ their Time in making 
Lace, vivbtiog the ſick, or any other Manner they pleatz, 
They wear black, with a particul:r kind of round cover 
upon their Heads plaited in the Form of a Role, and 
about a Foot. in Diameter. The re$ of their Head-drels 
is of Cambrick ,like that of Nuns Wheat ver they mary, 
they quit the Houle, In greater Eſtablishments Ot this 
kind the Ladics keep their Coaches, Oc. 
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Amſterdam ſome Fountains of clear water, a 
little better Air, and perhaps we may ad con- 
verſation, it would be not only the fineſt, as 
it is, but the moſt agrecable City in the World: 
But nothing can be, as Horace ſays, Eæ omni 
parte beatum, Happy, or perfect in every reſpect. 

XVIII. In almoſt every corner of Amfler- 
dam amazing Examples of Induſtry are to be 
ſeen, even in thoſe, whoſe Age, Sickneſs, 


and bodily Infirmitics would obtain a Diſpen- 


ation from working any where elſe. 1 hoſe 
who think, that the Dutch have more of Matter 
than Spirit in their compoſition , may here 
ſufficiently undeceive themſelves. More ſur- 
prizing Inſtances of Art and Ingenuity are to 
be obſerved in Am/iirdam, than in any other 
City of the World. And indeed other Cities 
of Europe have had the Models of moſt of their 
uſeful Contrivances and Machines of various 
Sorts from this: luſethe Term «uſeful, becauſe 
the Excellency of the Works of Art here 
conſiſts in their Utility, all being of real Uſe 


and Ornameut in Life. 


Moſt other Nations, and even thoſe who 
arrogate all Wit and Art to themſelves, to the 
Excluſion of the reſt of Mankind, excell gene- 
rally in mere Bagatelles, Things for which they 
have not been ingenious enough to invent an- 
other Name thau 7rifles, What can be more 
extraordinary, than to turn Priſons into Houſes 
of Induſtry, Sick-beds into Workshops, and 
to employ even the blind for the good of DE 
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ſelves 3nd the Publick? The ancient Author's 


pretty Deſcription of Alexandria, theCapital of 


Egypt, may with great juitueſs be applied to 
Amſterdam, „ * Arich and opulent City, that 
„ abounds with every Thing, and wnere no 
„ body can be idle. Some are employ'd in 
„ making Paper, ſome Glaſs, and others Linen: 
„ All are buly in one Thing or another. he 
, lame have their Exployments, the Blind their 
„ Work;and even thole, who have the Gout 
„ in their Hands, are not ſufſered to be idle.“ 
When a Stranger is at Amſterdam, it is 
worth his while to croſs over to NorRTH 
Ho1LanD, alias eſi Frie/land. and make 
the Tour of that e ſmall, but beautiful Spot. 
Formerly it was a perfect Marsh compoſed of 
many great Lakes ſeparated from each other 
only by high Roads, or Dikes; but now 
nothing remains of them, exc<pt their Names 
and Dimenſions in Maps: I hey are entirely 
drained, metamorphoſes into one of the moſt 


_ delightful Countries in the World. It is full of 


beautiful Towns and Villages, in the midſt of 
pleaſant 


Civitas opulenta, dives, fœcunda, in qua nemo vi- 
vat otioſus. Ali vitrum conſtant, ab aliis charta Co1i- 
citur, alli linyphiones ſunt: omnes Cerie cujuſcunque are 
tis et videntur et ha entur. Podagtroſi, quod agant, habent 
cæci quod faciant: ne chirag ici quidem apud eos otioſi vi- 
vunt. Hadrian. De Alexandr. apud iozi/c. in Soturnin c 8. 

Ia thit excellent political Writer Auris, we find, 
if too |. be to be levied, South Hollani rurnizhe: 89, and 
North Holland only ft. according to Agreen.e t in 655. 

$ The Beemſter , the Purm:r , the Schermer, the Wer- 
mer, the Zype, the Waers, 
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pleaſant Gardens and rich Paſtures. With the 


Milk of their numerous Herds of Cows they 
make vaſt Qaantities of excellent Cheeſe and 
Butter, which enrich the Country. Sir iam 


Temple dit not let this Corner eſcape his Obſer- 


vation. He ſays, the * Beemſter (formerly a 
rotten Marth) is ſo well planted with Gardens, 


Orciards, Rows: of Trees, and fertile luclo- 


ſares, that it makes the pleaſanteſt Landskip 
he ever ſaw. It was here, in the Hoſpital for 
ſuperannuated Sexman, he tells us, that he 
met with the only rich Man he ever {aw in his 
life; for when he offer'd him a Crown for 
having ſhewn him the Hoſpital and Church ad- 
joining, and givin him a pleaſant Account of 
his Adventures by Sea, the Man refuſed it, 
and told Sir Pilliam, that he had no need of 
Money, being plentifally ſupplied with all Ne- 
c:{Taries in the Hoſpital. Hegenitius mentions 
a different kind of Wonder that he ſaw in this 
Town. This was a Camelion, which was kept 
alive for ſome Days, during which it appeared 
al all Colours except red and white. At Edam 
the Marmaid, mentioned before in our Ac- 
count of Hierlem, was caught in the Mud by 
ſome young Women going to milk the Cows 

in the Purmer. 
They travel here on Canals, as in South- 
Hol- 


* This Late was draine] in 1612. after four Years La- 
bour. lt cont ins 7090 Acres, beſides the hizh Ways 
aad Dikes, hat furronnd and crols it in ieveral Places, 
and mace in all 10, 00 Acres, 
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Holland. The chief Towns are Munsitendam, 
Edam, Purmerend , Alkmaar , Hoorn, Enkhui. 
ſon, and Medenblik. The Villages are, Sardam 
over againſt Amſterdam. It is populous and 
large, and ſo remarkable for building af Ships, 
and Numbers of Ship Carpenters, that it is 
commonly ſaid to he capable of building as 
many every Year, as there are Days in it, 
Schagen lies in the North End of the Province, 
It is a good Village, and the adjacent Country 
is reckoned the richeſt Soil in Europe, Egmont, 
a fine Village, was the Title of the Counts of 
that noble Family. It had tormerly a fine Pal- 
lace or Caſtle, and the moſt conſiderable Mo- 
niſtery in the ſeven Provinces. 

Beſides the building ol Ships, and exporting 
vaſt Quantities of Butter and Cheeſe, that vyes 
ia Goodnels with the fineit Parmeſan. this Pro- 
vince drives a great Trade in Danish Cattle, 
and the Herring Fishery; but as to general 
Trade, the Neighbourhood of Amſterdam 
effectually prevents that. The Dykes which 
ſurround this Province, are prodigiouſlly large 
and ſtrong. 

The Iſlands * of Texel, Flieland. and Schelling, 
which lie at the Mouth of the Zuyder Sea, be- 


long 

* The Texel is the moſt famous and confider2ble uf 
theſe Iflands. It is fix Miles long , and four bruad, and 
detended from the Sea by Sand hills, and ſtrong Banks, 
It contains ſeveral Villages, and a Town on the Eaſt 
End called Burch. The Inhabitants apply themſelves 
chiefly to the Herring Fichery , and grazing great Flocks 
of Sheep, of whoſe Miik they make exellent 9938 
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long to North Holland T his Sea, which ſerves 
for a lage Port to Amſterdam, is ſo ful of 
Shallows and flat Sand, that when I ſalled 
over it in a Veſſel of only fourſcore Tons, we 
were frequently ſtrended. It is highly pro- 
bable, that it was formed by ſome great In- 
undation. Ancient Authors take no Notice 
of it, and the above mentioned Iſiands lie 
like the broken Remains ofa continued Coaſt. 

From Enkbuy/-n there is a short Paſſage of 
three Leagues to Stavoren in Fri:ſland, and 
from thence one travels by Canals to Leuwar- 
den and Franeker , the two principal Towns 
of rhat Province. 

ButTravellers very rarely viſit the Provinces 
of North Holland and Frieſland. From Amſter- 
dam they generally go to Utrecht, which is a 
Paſſage of eight Hours on à Canal, that ſome 
reckon the fineſt ot the Province, for the Villa- 
ges. Seats, and Gardens upon it: But in myOpi- 
nion that between Utrecht andLeyden exceed it. 

UTrecuarT, tho' it has not one remarkable 
Structure, except the Steeple of the Cathedral, 
is however perhaps the molt beautiful City in 
Europe. It is larger than the Hague, and next 
to it, the policeſt Place in the ſeven Pro- 


vinces. 


The State, on account of the Importance of this little 
Iſland, which lies at the Mouth of the Zuyder Sea, have 
built a ſtrong Fort upon it, where they have a ways a 
ood Garmfap. The Entrance here is no more than two 
Miles broad , and Part of that filled up with Sand, The 
Maps and Sea Charts make it broader than It is. 
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vinces. Leyden is inhabited chieflly by Manu- 
factures and Tradesmen; Utrechtby a ſplendid 
Nobility, and others, who lead a quiet and 
elegant Life, and Jive vnon their Eſtates. ES. 
ſides which, it is the Capital of the Province, 
and here the ſovereign Courts are held, It 
enjoys a fine Air, and has à beautiful Country 
round it, with every other Bleſſing that can 
render Life eaſy und ageeable. The two prin- 
cipal Streets, which run the whole Length 
ot the City, are the Oude Gragt, and the 
Niewe Gragt Two fine Canals, of which the 
Waters are frisher than thoſe of Leyden, and 
ebb and flow with the Sea, run through thoſe 
Streets, and ure adorned with handſome 
Bridges, and Rows of Trees on each Side. 
The Oude Gragt is very ſpacious and airy, 
ſull of Veſſels and Boats from moſt Parts of 
the Provinces, 'T he Niewe Gragt is inhabited 
by the Gentry. The Grove round St. Zohn's 
Church is.charmivrg , and the Buildings magni- 
ſicent. The preateſt part of the Cathedral lies 
in Ruins. Only one Iſle of it remains, in 
which Divine Service is perſormed. The Cloi- 
ſters are converted to the Uſe of the Univer- 
ſity, and ſerve for Halls, where the Profeſſors 
read their publick Lectures. "The Steeple is 
very handſome, and ſo high. that there is à vaſt 
Proſpect of great part of five of the ſeven 
Provinces from its top, and on the South- 
eaſt all the way to Cleves in Germany; not to 
mention fifty one wall'd Towns, which lie in a 
manner 


his W 
of the 
extant 
Who | 
ti ies o 
have i! 


_ OfHOL LAND. 387 
manner under the Eye, within a Day's Journey 
of Utrecht. The Shady Walks on the Ramparts 
would be highly delighrfal, if they were kept 
al:ttle cleaner. ThoſeRamparts want repairing: 
They are ſo old and ruinous , that they offend 
the Eye, which encounters none but fine and 
beautiful Objects here, except them. The 
Students are tolerable well accommodated with 
private Lodgings at the Rate of a Dollar, or half 
a Crowna week: TheCitizens ſeldomask more, 
They either board in the Houſe at the Rate ofa 
Ducat or (half a Guinea a Week, or they goto 
the Ordinary's in the publick Inns. Moſt of the 
Students are Bobemians,and other Germans, and 
many came hither from Great Britain to ſtudy 
the Civil Law. Phy ſick has in all Times been 
better cultivated at Leyden, wherethe Botanick 
Garden is much better furnished with Plants. 

The moſt eminent Prof eſſors here at preſent 
are; for the Civil Law, WIELING, brought 
from Franeker laſt Vear (1739. where he had 
acquired great Reputation, toſucced M. Otto; 
for Philoſophy , and the Mathematicks, M. 
MusSCHENEROEK, he is now a Profeſſor 
at Leyden . who has diſtinguished himſelf by his 


Eſſay on Phy lick in the Dutch Language; for 
Hitſtor 

* It were to he wishe}, that the Author had compoſed 

his Work in the Latin Tongue, the univerſal Language 

of the Learned, It is perhaps the beſt Hiſtory of Nature 


extant, Muſchenbrock in many Places abandons Deſcartes , 
who ftyl has many and great Followers in moft Coun- 
ties of Furope, He , as well as 's Grav-ſande of Leyden , 
have introduced the —_— Philoſophy into both the 


Ugje 


388 THE PRESENT STATE 


Hiſtory and the Belles Lettres, | WESsS E- 
LING ; and for Divinity, van ALpnE and 
M1LLIus; which laſt in aiſo Profeſſor of the 
Oriental Languages, and has an extremely 
Rabbinical Head, this Millius is not the Mil. 
ius that gave out the Edition of the New Teſta- 
ment in Greet. Who has render'd himſelf fa- 
mous by his Edition of the New Teſtament in 
Greek, wherein, by the Help of Abundance of 
Manuſchripts, he has remark'd as many Varia- 
tions and different Readings, as there are Verſes 
in that divine Book. FF hitby,and ſeverallearned 
Men on the Continent have animadverted on 
that Work; and ſome of them in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to multiply, inſtead of diminishing 
thoſe Variations. It were perhaps no very hard 
Matter to compoſe many Nt w New Teſta- 
| ments 
Univerſities. The Urrecks Profeffor is however no im- 
plicet ſervile Votary : he does not move a Step without 
a critical Examen, and a great — 2 new Experiments, 
which are well deſcribed in his Book, This Work, and 
that of the Leyden Doctor upon the great Engltzh Philo» 
ſopher , do him no Dishonour. His Opticks, which are 
perhaps the moſt finiched of all his Works, ate in a 
manner copied here. | 
IM. Weſſeling , Profeſſor of the Belles Lettres and 
Hiſtory for the Years 1739. and 1740. propoſes to ex- 
plain Ariſtopbha nas in the Morning, and Suetonius in the 
Afternoon, two Days a Week; and for other Hiſtory 
to go through the moſt conſiderable Events of the Low 
Countries and Europe, during the laſt Century: by which 
that jndicious Man boldly and wiſely {irikes out of the 
common Track, being probably of opinion, that it is as 
neceſſary tor Men to be acquainted with the Hi!ory ot 
their own Country, ard of Faroe, as with ancient Facts, 
and the Inſcriptions of Greece and Rome, 
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ments out of the Orp New Teſtament. If 
ever Criticiſm was carried to Exceſs, it is o 
here The learned CouRcEKLLEUS, Miniſter 
y | and Profeſſor for the Renionſtrants at Am- 
- | fterdam, was more modeſt and judicious. His 
- | Greek teſtament is perhaps the beſt extant, as 
- | well for the Auti:enticity of the Texc, as the 


n | Beauty of the Characters. VANDEN Ho- 
f | NerT another Divinity Profeſſor, is now re- 
moved to Leyden. The Magiſtrates of Urrecht, 
$ as a Proof of thier great Moderation, have 
d | called in a Lutheran Miniſter or Wirtemburg. 
gl to a Profeſſor's Chair here. 

- Aſtronomy is not neglected in this Univerſity, 
8 The Obſervatory, which is on the Ramparts, 
1 is in ſome Reſpects, as the People of Utrecht 
- | fay, preferableto thoſe of Paris, Rome, Green- 
g wich, Berlin and Copenhagen. - 

Ss M. Burman , Counſellor of Utrecht, and Ne- 
t | phew to the Profeſſor of Leyden, has juſt pub- 
4 lighed a*Book, called Trajectum Eruditum, but 
» | his taking ihtothis Plan, not only the Natives, 
© but Foreigners, who have made ſome Abode 
a here, is a tacit Intimation, that the City and 
J Province of Utrecht has not been very pro- 
- ductive of learned Men. 

0 The moſt eminent of them, as well for his 
4 good Life, as Dignity , was Pope Adrian VI. 
0 * Trajetum eruditum, virorum doctrina illuſtrium 1 = 
8 di urbe Traſecto, & regione Trajectenſi nati ſunt, five ibi 
t habitarunt , witas, fata, & ſcripta exhibens. Ultrajecti 


Is 1738, in Quarto, 
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The Ruuſe where he was born is ſtill shewn to 
Strangers, and diſtinguished by an Inſcription, 
That learned and honeſt Man, who was at the 
Head ofthe Church about the beginning of tlie 
Reformation was much inclined to do all for 
the good of Chriſtianity in general, that was 
incumbent on him; but he was takenoffin the 
midſt of histruly glorious Deſign-, His Epitaph, 
directed by himſelf, argues his Humilicy , as 
well as his Refuſal to change his Name, tho? 
born of mean Parentage. It is this: Adrianus 
Sextus hic ſitus eſt, quinihil ſibi infelicius in vita 
duxit, quam quod imperaret : | hat is, Adrian 
VI. lies here, who tought nothing more bis Mis- 
fortune whiiſt he lived, than that he reigned. 
_ Urnrecht has had ſixty one Bishops. I he f ſt 
was Willebrod the Englichman, who, according 
to Bede, died in 636. and was ſuceceded by &. 
Boniface. The Dioceſe was afterwards ſo much 
enlarged and enriched by Pepin, Charlemagne, 
and other Princes, as to make the Bishop ot it 
one of the moſt powerful Prelates in Chris- 
te ndom, and enable him to make Leagues with 
the Counts of Holland, and other formidable 
Neighbours. It continued to bea conſiderable 
Principality, till the time of Charles V. I hat 
Emperour, not approving the Donations of his 
Predeceſſors, reclaimed the Dioceſe, which 
was reſigned to him by Bishop Henry of Bavaria. 
Charles, who ſome affirm to have been a Free- 
thinker, having ſet this Example, a Proteſtant 
State thought it might very equitably do what 
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a Roman Catholick Emperour had done before 
it. This vaſt Dioceſe is now a mere Tempo- 
rality : But the States of the Province admit a 
titular Arch bi-hop who commonly reſides at 
Ainſterdam. | he laſt Prelate, who was a Fan- 


ſeniſt; was a virtuous and moderate Man. His 


Succeſſour, J heocora Vander Kroon, in no leſs 
eminent for hisProteſtantPrinciples,and is very 
agreable to the States. The Chapter ſtill ſub- 
ſiſts, and is compoſed of a certain Number of 
Lay Canons, who buy their Prebends. On the 
Death of one of theſe Gentlemen, the Publick 
ae informed by Advertiſements in the News 
Papers, and affixed on the Gates, and other 
Places of the City, That a Canonical Prebend in 
the honourable Chapter of St. Martin's Utrecht is 
to be ſold to t'e higheſt Bidder; ſpecifying the 
Day aud Place ot Sale. 

The Car THUSIANS, who retired from 
the Perſccution in the Roman Catholick Nether- 
lands ard France, have taken up their Reſidence 
in this City, and its Neigbourhood. They 
appear in a grave Lay Habit; are ſenſihle de- 
vout Men, much inclined to Acts of Cha- 
rity, without making any Diſtinction of ber- 
ſons They neither want Money, nor Senſe - 
to make a proper Uſe of it; and cannot com- 
plain, that they are forgotten by their Friends. 
'l hey fecretly find work for the Preſſes of 
Utrecht, and propagate the Principles, ot Jax- 
SENIUS On all Sides. Thoſe Principles as 
now improved by the modern Janſeni/ts of 

WY Fran- 
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France, and the Roman Catholick Low Conn 
tries, differ very little (the Circumſtance of 
the real Preſence only excepted) from the 
Tenets of Proteſtants. 

They actually diſclaim the Infallibility of 
any Man, allow the Pope firſt Bishop only, 
and hold that general Councils are the ulti- 
mate Reſource of the Church. They admit 
Predeſtinstion, enjoin the Reading of the 
Holy Scriptures to all Chriſtizns, and think 
Divine Service ought to be performed in a 
known Tongue, and have made ſeveral ex- 
ccllent Verſions of the Bible for the uſe of 
all People. They admit a middle State, but 
not ſuch a one as Purgatory. They diſclaim 
the Merit of Works, and place all their 
Hopes in the Merits of their Saviour. They 
condemn the temporal Grandeur of the Mi- 
nift:rs ot Religion, and wish the Adoration 
paid to Saints and Angels was not carried io 
far. They approve religious Houſes and Reti- 
rements hen duly regulated. They ſtre- 
nuduſly aſſert the Rights et Kings and Ma- 
giſtrates over all Perſons Spiritual or T1 em- 
poral, tut veſt be Deciſions of Faith in the 
collective Body of the Clergy legally as- 
ſem! led by the Civil Power. heir own 
ha:d Ireatnient from the Papal , Jeſuitical 
Part dt the Church naturally wiclives them 
to diſciaime all Perſecu tion in Matters of Re- 
 Tigion, In retpet to the Sacraments, the 
Difference is perhaps more about the meaning 
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of the Word, than the Thing. Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper are ſuper- eminently Sa- 
craments, and clearly and expreſſly enjoined 
in Holy Writ. Marriage is a Sign, or Sa- 
crament, of the ſpiritual Union ot Chriſt and 
his Members. xtreme Unction is a Sign , 
or Sacrament, of the Unction of the Holy 
Ghoft, and of the Faithful's being ſealed to 
enternal Life; and fo of the reſt. Ihe Charge 
brought againſt tie Bishop, ot pres, that he 
Sanctiſſimè ponit peccatum, makes GOD the 
Author of Sin in a molt holy manner, is 
equally to be imputed to Saint Auguſtine , 
the Patron of the Latin Church, whole very 
Words Fan/enius uſus in his Explanations of 
Grace. He even calls his Book Auguſ/tizia- 
nus, after the Name of that great Latin 
Father. 

Cardinal FLEURY , who owes his Advan- 
cement to the Jeſuits (fay the French) can- 
not abandon them without Ingratitude, or ſut- 
fer their Opponents to gain Ground in 
Kingdom, of which the ſovereign Authority 
is depoſited in his Hands. But his Eminency 
ought to conſider himſeli more indebted for 
auy Alvantages he may have, to his Prince 
than to the Society, and not ſacrifice the beſt 
Subjects of the Kingdom, and the molt ſtre- 
nuous Detenders ofthe Regal Authority againſt 
foreign Eccleſiaſtical Uſurpations. 

Janſeniſm is now at a low Ebb in France. 
The learned and pious Bishop of Montpelier 

| 7 is 
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is dead. The Bishop of PamryouL, and two 
more Prelates, chuſe. to reſign their Sees, 
rather than accept tie Conſtitution Unigent- 
#5. Ihe Court, enraged at that ſeditious 
Step, as they called it, commanded them to 
iclume their Fur ctions; but they deſired to 
be excuſed and retired to lead a Liſe of 
Devotion. M. RoLLIN, Author of the 
Ancient and Roman Hiſtories, and the Man- 
ner of teaching and ſtudying the Belles Lettres; 
CONTURE and DE JAYE, who have done 
great Honour to their Party by heir excel- 
lent Writings, are now very much advanced 
in Years , and muſt ſoon quit the Stage. In 
the Roman Catholick Netherlands they are 
treated on no other Foot than as Hereticht. 
The Primate of Mechlen, and his faitbfull 
Coadjutors, the Suffragans of Ghent and 
Bruges , ſearch them out, and drive them 
from their Parishes and Convents with all 
the Fury of Inquiſitors. In the other Roman 
Catholfck Countries, which are entirely devo- 
ted to the See of Rome, the Name of Janſeniſt 
is not known. 

When Lewis XIV. had his Head Quarters 
at Uirecht in 1672. and 1673. he admired the 
Feauty of the Walks, and particularly of the 
Mall, ſo much, that he gave ſtrict Orders 
to his Soldiers not ſpoil them. His Army 
was almoſt a Year and an half here, during 
which he made the City and Province pay 
by way of Contribution upwards of 200,cc0 
I, Sterling. but 
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But what will perpetuate Fame of this 
City, is the Union of the Seven Provinces, the 
Foundation of which was laid here in 1579. 
It was alſo the Scene of another Treaty of 
a very different Nature. It is to this unhappy 
Treity.amonglt other Toings.that Great Britain 
owes many of the Difficulties she has ſince 
ſtruggled with, and the Dangers she may be 
expoſed to for the future; not to ſay, that 
by that Tranſ..tion she has extremely hurt 
her Credit with her natural Allies, who have 
ſince openly declared, for that Reaſon, among /? 
others which we mult paſs over in Silence, that 
they dare not truſt her. The World expected, 
that the Effect of our glorious Victories would 
at laſt have been the diveſting the Grand Mo- 
narque of the Conqueſts he had unjuſtly made 
upon his Neighbours during the long Courſe 
of his Reign. But by this Peace he was left 
in poſſeſſion of all he was ſuffer'd to retain 
by the Treaty of Ryſwick; in effet of which, 
the immenſe Treaſures expended, and the nu- 
m-:rous and great Succeſſes of the War, in- 
ſtead of proving beneficical, have already 
been, and may ſtill be much more perni- 
cious to Europe. Had that fair Opportunity 
been taken for reducing the only formidable 
Power Britain has to apprehend, how eaſy 
and proſperous might the Nation have been, 
with the leaſt Attention to her Intereſts, 
and any Degree of good Policy ; and how 
much ſuperior to the Inſults of Spain, or 
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__ Power upon Earth tha: dare moleft 

er! | 
Without the Walls of Utrecht there is no- 
thing to be ſeen hut beauti ul Walks Gardens, 
Canals, and, which is ſtill a greater Wonder, 
arable Land. The Corn ſoon ripens here the 
Soil being ſandy, and ſo light that the 
Huſbandmen in many Places uſe little Ploughs 
with ſmall Wheels, which probably are as 


commodious as the new kind of Plough in- 


vented by the Marquis Del Borr, on which 
he has wrote a Diſſertation in Italian By 


the Means of this Machine, he pretends, 


that a Mau, or even a Woman, may eaſily 
plough the Ground without Oxen, or Horſes, 
Atter having ſeen the Ploughs uſed here, there 
is no room to doubt the Poſſibility of the 
Marquis's Invention. 

The MALL of Utrecht is reckon'd the fineſt 
in Europe. On Sunday evenings in Summer 
it is full of very fine Company. It is about 


three Quarters of a Mile in Length, and has 


four parallel Walks on each Side adorned with 
Rows of high Trees, which are kept in ex- 
cellent Order. At the farther End of the Mall 
there is a grand and charming Viſta to the 
Ramparts, upon which is a "Tree cut pyra- 
midically , that fronts the Mall, whict lies 
without the Walls, , 

About a large League out of the City, on 
the Canal tha: leads to Amſterdam lies Zeiylen, 
d pleaſant Village; and a League farther 
| Maer- 


oer ee 
Maerſen, chiefly inhabited by Portugueze Fews, 
It is a very beautiful and ſplendid Village, 
There are ſo many fine Houſes and Gardens 
on both Sides of the Canal, that one is at 
a Loſs which to admire moſt. The Lord 
Vun Maerſin's Houſe and Gardens here are 
perhaps the molt magnificent in the ſeven 
Provinces. They lie full in the Paſſenger's 
View from the Boat. In the great Suburb 
withoutthe Neert Poort are very fine Gardens 
of a private Gentleman. who takes Pleaſure 
in shewing them to Strangers. In them there 
is the fineſt Moſaic and Shell Work in 
triumphal Arches, Temples, and Grottos, 

that ever | ſaw. 
The Canal betwFen Leyden and Utrecht is 
about thirty Miles in Length, and the nobleſt 
in the Low Countrizs. The Boat goes and 
comes three Times a Day in Summer, and 
twize in Winter. The Paſſage is only about 
one and twenty Pence English. Every Hour 
or League is diſtinguished either hy a pretty 
Village, Fort, or lown. De Meeren is the 
ficſt Village, and Harmelen the next, where 
Profeſſor Burman has an Houſe, which he 
has celeb-.ced in a fine Oration , intituled', 
De domu ruſtica. A1l.,>2gne farther, or three 
from Utrecht, lies Morden, a good Town, 
and one of the fineit Fortifica ions in the 
Netherlands. It lies in Holland , and is the 
Key of that Province on this S:de, It is 
fortified with a double Rampart and Foſſe, 
R 6 which 
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which are kept in ſuch admirable revair , 
that it is worth the curious Traveller's while 
to go thither to ſee it, if he has any Taſte 
that Way. Bodegrave lies a League and an 
half farther, and is reckoned balf Way ; 
but before one comes to it there is another 
neat Fort on the Left. 

As thefe Places are remarkable for ſome 
very ſingular Events in the War of 1672. 
they shall, with the Reader's Leave, detain 
us a little. 'The French had meditated a ſud- 
den Irruptio into the Province of Holland, 
in order to furprice Amſterdam and the Hague 
on the firft Froſt, Ar length a very hard 
one happened, and about Midnight the 
Duke of Luæenburgh march'd out of Utrecht 
towards Lryden with ſixteen thouſand Men; 
| but an happy Change of Weather enſued, 
and faved the Republick. The Moment 
thoſe Treops ſet out, a Thaw wind began 
to blow very fresh from the South ; how- 
ever they continued their March till Day- 
light, and arrived at Bodegrave and Swam- 
mcrdam , which they carried not without 
Difficulty. Here they were obliged to ſtop, 
and committed various Diſord ers enavoidable 
on ſuch Occiſions. The Queſtion now was, 
how the French should get back, rhe Ice 
being diſſolved to about the Depth of three 
Feet of Water. If they marched by the 
Dike , they muſt paſs thro' the Fort men- 
tioued above. One Painevin was in it, with 
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two Regiments, and ſome Cannon; hut he 
abandoned it, and retired to Gouda, ſo that 
the French got ſafe back to Urreche, The 
Prince of Orange appointed a Council of War 
to tiy him. He pleadcd , that the Place 
was not tenable , and that he left it at the 
Deſire of the Town of Gouda, in order to 
fave the latter. Upon this Defence he was ac- 
quitted as to his Life but condemned to Ba- 
nishment, after having his Sword broke over 
his Head. He appealed to a Council of 
War, but they confirmed the Sentence. The 
Towns of Holland were highly diſpleaſed with 
the Lenity of thoſe Proceedings, and thought 
Painevin deſerved Death. The Prince, in 
Compliance with their Inſtances , brought him 
to a third Trial before himſelf , and 2 Court 
of the principal Officers, aſſiſted by ſix Jud- 
ges. Painevin refuſed to ſtand to a third 
Trial, as contrary to Martial Law; but he 
was over-ruled. It was urged againſt him, 
that he was preſent in the Council of War, 
which ordered that' Fort to be made ; that 
he knew it was not intended as a Place ten- 
able againſt an Army, but only to make a 
little ſtand for ſome time in a deſperate State 
of Affairs; and therefore that he ought not 
to have quitted his Poſt on account of the 
Danger he was in: That he mult fee it had 
began to thaw, and ought to have ſt1yed 
at leaſt till he (aw the Event of it; and laſtly, 
that being ordered thither by the Prince, he 
Fe R 7 Was 
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was to receive no Orders but from him. 
Upon theſe Grounds he was condemed and 
executed, to the great Sarisfaftion of the 
States. As this Tral is not inconſiderable, 


and has by ſome been objected to King Mil- 


ham , as an arbiirary Act contrary to the 
Forms of Diſcipline, we Thought is not amiſs 
to relate it at large; from whence it is evi- 
dent, that Neceſſity, and not Choice, ob:iged 
the Prince to lay aſide the uſual Forms on 
an Occaſnn, in which the All of the Re- 
publick was at ſtake. It was indeed natural 
enough for the Officers to take offence, when 
they ſaw the ordinary Council of War over- 


ruled, and a Precedent for a new Method of 


proceeding introduced. | 

From Bodegrave there is a By-paſſage on a 
Canal to Gouda, and from thence the Poſt- 
waggon goes to Rotterdam. Ihe firſt Stage 
is two long, and not very agreeable, Lea- 
gues ; the other , which is three Leagues 
price fifteen Pence, is made on ſo high and 
narrow a Dike with deep Trenches on each 
Side , that one travels in perpetual Dread, 
However | never heard, that any bad Ac« 
cident happened upon it. But to proceed on 
the Canal ro Leyden, 

Swammerdam is halfa League farther. This 
Village and Bodegrave ſuffered not a little 
from the French, tho” perhaps not quite o 
much as the Dutch. Writers have repreſented: 
their Exaggerations however anſwer the 52 

poſe 
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poſe of keeping. up the People's Hatred and 
Animoſi:y tothe French, They indeed com- 
mitted various Diſorders , of Which great Paing 
were taken to ſpread Reports throuvhout the 
Provinces ; and it was not long before an 
huge Book was published, ſetting forth the 
Barbarities and human Cruelties committed 
on the Inhabitants of thoſe two Villages, 
To make the Rela:ion ftill more horrid, chis 
Volume was adorned wich Copperplates , re- 
preſenting Givbets, Racks, Spits, and the 
Villages all in Flames. Theſe Srratagems had 
their deſired Effect. The Dutch reſolved not 
only to venture , but loſe every thing, ra- 
ther than ſubmit to the Yoke of ſuch cruel 
Maſters. 
One League farther lies Alphen, which I 
conceive the largeſt and belt built Villagein 
the Country. It is. about a Mile long, and 
ſituated on hoth Sides of the Canal; but that 
on the South is the fineſt, tho* not the Side thro? 
which Paſſengers to meet the Boat at 
the other End ot the Hace. They have how- 
ever Time enough to view it, which they 
may do by going over the Draw- bridge, 
Ihe Lord Pan Apen new Houſe, and ſe- 
veral other fine Scats and Gardens, adorned 
with Statues, Fountains, Baſuns, Shell work, 
and a thouſand pretty Decorations ; are ſeen 
from the Canal. The Dutch Ant'quarians ſup- 
pole Alphen to be Antonine's Albiniana Caſtra, 
or the Camp of Apbenuſ Farus; the Ae 
| Gu 
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General , mentioned by Tacitus. it may be 
fo for ought that I know to the contrary ; 
but I believe the Paſſen.er will be more In- 
tent upon its preſent Beauties, than the un- 
certain Conjectures of Writers about what it 
was ſixteen hundred Years ago. 

It is three Leagues from phen to Leyden 
Romburch lies between them. ' his Village 
is more celebrated for its Antiqui:y than 
Beauty, tho' it is not without the latter 
Recommendation. Felſerus calls it Prætorium 
Agrippiane. Many Roman Coins of Silver 
and Braſs, and ancient Statues have been 
found in it. | | 

We come now to confider Utrecht from 
another Side. By means of tle Faert, a 
large Caral , which communicates with the 
River Leck, the City and Province of Uirecht 
enjoy 2 good inland Irade. Veſſels of con- 
ſiderable Burthen come up to its very Gates, 
Several fine Seats he upon and near this Ca- 
nal. Rotſoort is fam for its Rock- work. 
Heemſte is alſo viſitd by the curious Tra- 
vel er. Hyelſtein is a good Town belonging to 
the Prince of Orange. It has a Caſtle, and 
a very pretty Mall on the Ramparts , dar- 
ken'd by the thick Shade of the Trees. The 
Town is in the Province of Holiand on the 
River Fel. Freſwick, or the Yaart; is well 
duilt, and lies on the Leck over which is 
the Paſſage to FVianen, I hat Town formerly 
belopged to the noble Family of che Egmonts, 

which 
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which is now extin&t. Ihe fine Caſtle and 
Gardens that lay on the River, have long 
been in Ruins. Tue Town conliſts chiefly 
of one handſome broad Street. Ihe Wood 
and regular Walks cut thro' it, are very fine. 
It was formerly an Aſylum for poor Debtors; 
but the States of Holland purchaſed it about 
fourteen Years ago, to its no ſmall Detri- 
ment; for Perſons under Misfortunes take Re- 
fuge now at Culenburg, another free Town, 
ich lies alſo on the Leck, two Leagues from 
Vianen. This laſt Place is large, and has a 
great weekly Market: It is ſurrounded with 
pleaſant Fields and shady Walks, ſo that the 
Inhabitants have no reaſon ro complain of 
their Confinement. Moſt of thoſe Figutives 
are from Amſterdam. And indeed the Place 
is ſo well built, and has ſuch an air of Gaiety, 
and Abundance in it, that it reflects no great 
Honour upon the ſo much boaſted Probity 
of the Dutch. | 

Two Leagues farther lies Buren in the Pro- 
vince of Gelderhand. It is a ſmall, but neat 
1own belonging to the Prince of Orange, and 


gives Title to the eldeſt Son of the Family, 


who is called the Count of Buren: but ſuch 
has been the Infelicicy of that illuſtrious 
Houſe in reſpect to Children, that I do not 
recollect more than one or two, who have 
borne that Title. The Town lies in the midlt 
of rich baſtures and Corn fields, and is for- 


The 
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The Caftle , which is ſeparated from the 
Town by a Grove of Trees; is alſo ſtrong , 
and its Fortifications are kept in good repair, 
as are all the Towns and Caſtles belonging to 
the Prince of Orange. They are all tenable 
for ſome time, and may be of conſiderable 
Service in times of War. The Fortifications, 


it we except thoſe of Breda and Nilliamſtadi, 


are all kept in repair at the Prince's Expence ; 
but that ſeems light to him, as they may be of 
Service his Country. Two Years ago their 
Serene and Royal Highneſſes came to Buren, 
and lodged in the Caſtle. Trey tookit intheir 
Way from Breda te Dieren and Loo. There is 
a noble Hoſpital here for poor Children, foun- 
ded in 1614. by a Princeſs of Orange. On 
a beautiful Fountaig of Marble erected in the 
middle of this Town in 1732. there is this 
Inſcription, Graſſante flamma ſum civibus ſo- 
latio. I had almoſt forgot to obſerve, that 
Geographers have placed a Village; with a 
Church, about half Way between Culenburg and 
Buren, and called it Boezſechem ; but there is 
no ſuch Place in Being, nor even any Traces 
of it. There is indeed a Village, which they 
Tightly place between Soe/mont and the Leck, 
Beuſecum , where there is 2 noted Pailage 
over the River. If ſuch groſs Geographical 
Errors and Falſifications be commited ſo near 
home! and in one of the moſt improved and 
exact Nation in Europe, what Credit can 
we give the Maps of the more diſtaut yy 
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of the World ? It bad been eaſy for me to 
have obſery* every where conſiderable Er- 
rors in the Maps, and the beſt modern Books 
of Geography, tho' non of ſo groſl a Na- 
ture as that juſt mentioned. Not far from 
Buren lie three pretty Towns; Leerdam, At- 
peren , and Heukelom; the firſt of which be- 
longs to the Prince of Orange, who is So- 
vereign of a great Extent of Territory in the 
Betaw , and alſo in Dutch Brabant and Geldery, 
that border upon it. 

Wyk te Duurſtede is four Leagues Sout-eaft 
of Utrecht It is a flourisching Town on the 
Rhyn. The Way to it is tbro' a populous 
rich Corn Country. Ihe Banks on both fides 
of the Rhyn here are ſo well planted with 
fertile Orchards , that the Owners cannot 
vend them, but ſometimes feed their Hogs 
with the Apples. They drive thoſe Animals 
under the 'Frees, which they shake, and the 
Swine feed on the Fruit that falls. The 
Crommer, a Rivulet, that runs between Nye 
and Utrecht, has many good Villages and veats 
upon its Banks. 

But the Road that abounds moſt with fine 
Seats, is that from Utrecht to Rhenen, which 
i ſeven Leagues; and from tence to Aarne 
hem is five more. The Bifkt , Vollen hoven, 
ZLeyſt; which laſt is two Leagues from U- 
trecht, and belongs to one of the Counts 
of N. au. It is a very beautiful roble Seat, 
adorned with Gardens, Waterworks One, 

an 
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and an Avenue of three Miles in Length, as 


ſtraight as a Line. It torm a noble Viſta 
to an Obelisk, that ſtands at the farther End 
of it. Beſides which, the Houſe or Palace 
is of modern Architecture, a thing rare e- 
nough in this Country. Driebergen belongs 
alſo to the ſame Nobleman , or rather to 
his Brother. Odyk lies on the Crommer, 
Doorn , Leerfum, and Zuyleſtein are the Earl 
of Rochefort's. Amerongen belong to the Karl 
of Atlone, who is General Ginkel's Brother, 
the States Miniſter at the Court of Berlin. 
The Town of Wageningen lies between Rhe- 
nen and farnhbem. | 

North of Harnbem are the following fire 
Seats or Palaces at the Diſtance of only a 
Mile or two trom each other. Koſendaal be- 
longs to a private Gentleman, who has ex- 
pended his yearly Revenue to render it a 
nonpareille. Middagden is General Ginckil's, 
who in 1-38. had the Honour to entertain 
in it the King and Prince Royal of Eruſſia, 
and the Prince and Frinceſs ct Orange at the 
ſame time. Dieren, one of the Prince of 
Orange's Hunting Seats. Voor: it belongs ro 
the Karl of Albemarle. King William gave 
it to his Father. It is a neat Houſe , and 
conveniently ſituated for hunting, 

Loo is a noble Stucture of Modern Archi- 
tecture, with fine Gardens, ſhady Walks, 
Grottos, and admirable Fountains, eſpecial- 
ly one called the Baſon of Fenus. It has allo 
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two great Caf:ades, where the Waters falls 
ſo eaſily from ode Baſon to another, that the 
whole reſemoles one ample Mirror. Loo 
lies in the midit of Foreſts and H-aths, 

which makes it very proper for a Hunting 
Seat. The late King Milliam took great 
Delight in this ſweet Abode, and its rural 


Kyerciſes: It is alſo the favourite Seat of the 


Prince and Princeſs of Orange. The Cities 
of Zutphen and Deventer are in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Lov; a Deſcription of them ma 

be found in the common Books of Geography. 
There is anoter Way to Loo by Amersfoort: 
It is ewelve Leagues thro' a ſind unpleſant 
Country; wheretfore | think the fine Road 
juſt deſcribed by the way of Rhenen and Arn- 
bem mac' the moſt eligible. So“, another 
Palace belanging to his Highn-(s, is as almoſt 
four Leagues to the North of Utrecht, aud 

well worth ſeeing. 

Nimwegen the Bulwark of che United Pro- 
vinces on this Side, is only two Leagues 
trom Aarahen, from thens to Cl:ev in Gere 
many is four Hours more; a {mall City, but 
famous for its fine Air, Plantation, and shady 
Walks. 

"The direct Road from the Hague to Bruſſel 
and Paris is by the Poſt- waggon, which ſers 
out trom Charloos, a Village on the other 
tide of the Mia over apainſt Rotterdam. 
That Machine carries you co Breda or Ant- 
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werpen in a Day for a Piſtole. But if the 
Wind ſerves , it is better to take the Boat 
from Rotterdam, which arrives at Antwerpein 
twenty four Hours: the Paſſage coſts one 
Gilder. From Antwerpe to Bruſſel takes half 
a Day either in the Stage, or by Water, part- 
ly on the Scheid, and partly on a beautiful 
Canal. From this laſt City the Diligence, or 
Flying Coach, goes in three Days to Paris : 
the Paſſage coſt about twoGuineas. Halencienns 
is the moſt conſiderable Town on the Road. 

To go te Spaw, or Aix la Chapelie, the Me- 
thod is to take the Bruſſels Stage for Leuven, 
which is four Leagues; and from thence the 
Diligence goes in one Day to Maſtricht, or 
Lier. Moſt Travellers take Maſiricht in their 
way firſt; and indeed that City is well worch 
ſeeing , beſides its being ſo much celebrated in 
the military Hiſtories of the Low Countries. A 
Boat goes off every Morning from hence to 
Lier, which lies only five Leagues higher 
on the Maas. It is drawn by four Horſes, 
which are obliged to ſwin a conſiderable 
Part of the way with Men on their Backs. 
The Horſes being uſud to it , perform the 
Journey with no great Difficulty. When the 
Wind as well as the Stream is againſt the 
Boat , the Paſſages ſeems tedious to ſome; 
though, I own, I neyer could think it ſo; 
the various Scenes on this famous River be- 
ing ſo beautiful. 
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The Country of Lick is large, pleaſant, 
and fruitful. No Bishop and Clergy any where 
are more at their Eaſe, or more nobly pro- 
vided for than here. Almoſt the whole 
Country belongs to them. The States are 
compoſed indeed of the Bishop, Clergy, and 
Gentleman of the Country; but tho? the lat- 
ter defray one third part of the Expences of 
the Government, they are not poſſeſſ'd of 


the twentieth: part of the Territory. I trav- 
elled thro' the whole Country in 1739. viz, 
from Venlo to Spaw, and ſaw only two new 
Houſes building by Country Gentleman. Two 
neighbouring Convents had a right, it ſeem- 
ed, to the Fruit of the Orchards, the Wooll, 
and Part of the Flesh of the Sheep that grazed 
in the Incloſures, the Fish in the new-made 
Ponds; and the Ground, upon which theſe 
Gentleman were building their Houfss, and 
making theſe Improvements. Upon this Oc- 
caſion I could not forbear repeating to my 
ſelf Yrrgil's, 


Sic vos non vobis vellera fertis oves. 


The Peaſans are very poor and naked”, tho? 
they live in a Paradiſe of Plenty and Pleaſure, 
They are courteous, good-natur'd Creatures, 
and their Maſters muſt have Hearts of Stone 
ro uſe them as they do. The Gentry ere a 
civil , openhearted kind of Men , and give 

| into 
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into the ſame Complaints as the Peaſants, but 
with more Vivacity. 

Liecs is a vaſt City: It lies in a delightful 
valley on the Banks of the Maas. It is Sur- 
rounded with high Hills cultivated to te top 
with fine Vineyards and water'd with ſeveral 
beautiful Rivulets that ſall down into the Ri- 
ver, Ihe Episcopal Palace, which was lately 
burnt down, is rebuilt in the moſt exquiſite 
Taſte, and with amazing Magnificence. The 


Inſcription that is already put over the 


grand Portal, ſays, that the Palace was re- 
builc at the Charſes of the Blahop, Clergy , 
and City of Liege. 

The Bishop, or Prince, for he is generally 
called by the laſt Title, was choſe in 1724. by 
the Chapter, againſt mighty Competitors. He 
was of the Chapter, and is a Native of Bruſſel * 

The Inns here are incomparable. Ihe 
Wines excellent and cheap, as are all kinds of 


Provifion; ſo that few Strangers, who viſit 


this Country and City, but think they could 

aſs their whole Lives moſt agreeably here; 
and indeed not a few have choſe to do fo. 
The only Inconvenience is the Language, 
which is neither Higb Dutch, Low Dutch, 
Flemish , nor French, but a Mixture of all 
four, this Territory lying in the very middle 
of the Countries, where thoſe Languages are 
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Is now dead, and the Chapter is given to one of the 
Princes out of the Houle , of Bavaria, 
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The English Jeſuitsare well accommodated 
with an Houſe, which lies on an Hill, and 
commands the fineſt Views; the City and 
River below , and the Vineyards on the op- 
poſite Hills. Their Garden is deſcribed by 
Miſon perhaps to Advantage, tho” neither he 
nor any Author can ſay too much, when 


they expreſs the Beauty and Grandeur of ity 


Situation , and of the Convent. It is well worth 


the Stranger's while to viſit this Society, with 


whom no other Introduction or Apology is ne- 
ceſſary , than the Curioſity of a Traveller. As 
they are all Gentlemen, and Perſons, who 


have made a Figure in the polite World, in 


the Days of their Vanity, they receive thoſe who 
vilitthem, with Abundance of Politeneſs. One 
even finds anOpenneſs in their Manners, which 
is more the Characteriſtick of their Nation than 
of their Order. As ſeveral of them have been 


| bred in the Profeſſion of Arms, ad Employ- 


ments foreign to the Study of Letters, their Li- 
brary is but moderately furnish'd, and they 
devote themſelves more to the Duties of Re- 
ligion, than to writing, and abſtracted Kru» 
dition. They are ſo well- bred, as never to 
touch upon Controverſy; and do not receive 
Perſons the worſe for not bowing to the Cru- 
cifixes, which frequently occur in ſurveying 


the Convent. To render one's ſelf the more 


agreable to them, the Traveller would do well 
to have the fresheſt News from England , and 
to relate it without Prejudice or Diſguiſe. 8 he 

8 on- 
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Converſation generally turns upon thatSubject, 
the Country of Liege, the Waters of the Spar 
and Pyrmont, and upon the Happineſs of Reti- 
rement from the World. 

From Liege to Spaw is eight Leagues, and 
from thence to Aix la Chapelle ſeven. 

Thoſe who chuſe to return by the Way of 
Calais, where the Sea is only ſeven Leagues, 
or twenty one Miles over, may take a View 
in their Way of the ſtrong Towns in Brabant 
and Flanders, The Route is on the River Maes 
to Namur, which is nine Leagues. Huy is 
half Way. To Mons ten Leagues To Tournay 
five. To Liſle tour. To St. Omert eight, and 
from thence to Calais five. All theſe Stages 
may be gone either in the Stage Waggon, or 
Poft Chaiſes. The Paſſage from Calais to Dover 
coſt a Crown ; but if the Paſſenger takes a Bark 
to himſelf, two Guineas. From Calais the lofty 
white Cliffs, upon which Dover Caſtle ſtands, 
are ſeen. If the Wind be fair, the Paſſage is 
only three Hours, ſo that one has ſcarce Time 
to be Sea ſick. 

The uſual Manner of going from the Hague 
to London, is either by the Packet Boat, or the 


English Sloops at Rotterdam; of which laſt we |; 


have given an Account above. The other is 
the moſt expeditious , and beſt Paſſage. You 
take Chaiſe at the Hague for Maeſlandſluice , 
which is three Leagues, and where there is 


2 good Inn. Here you croſs the Mouth of 
the Maes, which is almoſt half a League | 
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over to the Briell. The Packet Boat formerly 
came hither; but Helvert/luys has been found 
to be more commodious , having a greater 
Depth of Water. Thoſe who have an Hour 
to ſpare here, may employ it in viewing the 


Fortifications of the Brielland Helvoetſluys. As 


thoſe Places are only a League and an half 
from each other, if the Weather be good, 
25 the Road is, it is more Pleaſure to walk 
it, than to go in the Stage Waggon, which is 
no very agreeable Vehicle. There are English 
Inns here, but I can recommend none of 
them , and have always found it beſt for a 
Stranger to take up his Quarters in the good 
Inns of the Country thro' which he travell's. 
As to thoſe of Holland in particular , which 
undeſervedly lie under ſo bad a Name, if you 
eat at the Ordinary, or in caſe there be none, 
at the Landlord's Table , you are never im- 
poſed upon; the Prices, conſidering the vaſt 
Taxes upon every Thing, they are moderate 


enough, and fixed and unalterable, like the 


Laws of the Medes ane Perſians. There indeed 
happen Occaſions, in which the Hoſpes , as 


he is called, may over-reach one, but thoſe. 


rarely occur. 

There are four Packet Boats, each of about 
fourſcore Tons Burthen, with eight Men, in- 
cluding the Captein. They are ſtrongly built, 
being oblig'd to go to Sea in all Weathers, 
when others dare not venture out. The Paſ- 


ſage is {ix Gilders, or about 12 Shillings, and 
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the Cabbin a Guinea, which an accommodate. 
eight or nine Paſſengers; and the Captain, to 
his great Satisfaction, has often that Com- 
pliment. Theſe Boats go off twice a Week , 
Wedneſday and Saturday in the Afternoon, or 
at fartheſt early the next Morning. From Hel- 
wvoetſluys to Harwich the Paſſage is ninety 
Miles, and with a fair Wind is performed in 
twenty Hours. 
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